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8 PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE

FROM: R I G ALLEN
DATE: 25 JULY 1988

CHANCELLOR cc Paymaster General
Economic Secretary
Sir P Middleton
Sir G Littler
Mr Lankester (or)
Mr Mercer
Mr Mortimer
Mr Cropper
Mr Tyrie

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION

You will be interested to see the attached minute from
Roger Lavelle to the Foreign Secretary: an OD(E) discussion is

being proposed.



PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE M Cade,
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FOREIGN SECRETARY

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION
Following the announcement of decisions on UK Commissioners, it

seems prudent to take a preliminary view before the summer break
of what might be our objectives for their portfolios in the new
Commission. There are of course still major uncertainties: not
all the names of the Commissioners are known and we cannot assume
that the present grouping of portfolios will continue. The
allocation of portfolios is unlikely to be completed until
January. We therefore need to establish our aims flexibly and
keep them under review.

Other key figures under Delors will be Andriessen,

Christophersen and Bangemann (repiﬁcing Narjes). Andriessen's
continuing presence is particularly important: he has been a good
agriculture Commissioner and, though he is known to want the
external relations job which will be vacated by de Clercqg, it
would probably suit us best if he remained in the agriculture
job, as the Dutch Government want. Similarly Christophersen,
without being of the same calibre as Andriessen, has been
effective as the Commissioner responsible for budget and

personnel and it would suit us if he were to remain there. And
Natali (assuming he is renominated) could stay with development.
We understand that Bangemann wants the external relations

portfolio. This is good news, because he would bring a liberal
approach; because a German bid for external relations should make
it more difficult for Andriessen to move out of agriculture; and
because Bangemann would otherwise be a potentially dangerous
rival for the internal market job.

The consensus at official level in my small steering group is
that our first priority should be to ensure that our senior
Commissioner continues to cover the internal market portfolio,
including taxation and the financial institutions. We might
consider hinting to the Germans that our alternative bid might be



external relations, in order to try to consolidate their support
for our retaining Lord Cockfield's portfolio, but in our

judgment the UK interest will be best served if we do continue to
retain it. And in Mr Brittan we have nominated someone who should
be seen as particularly well qualified for this portfolio, given
his Treasury and DTI experience, and who is I believe keen to
secure it.

For our second Commissioner, one of the other portfolios of
particular interest is competition. It seems very likely that
Sutherland will not be reappointed. But although we should not
rule out a tactical bid it may well be unrealistic to think that
we could secure both the internal market and competition
portfolios and we should be prepared to settle instead for an
effective newcomer.

Turning to other possibilities, the present joint portfolio of
environment (including nuclear safety) and transport has been an
active and valuable one. There may be a proposal to split it in
two: transport is probably more important to us, but either half
would be worth having. If Christophersen changes
responsibilities, the budget portfolio might be worth considering
again. Given the current stress on the "social dimension" the
social affairs portfolio could also be a possibility; but our

interests seem likely to be better served by not ourselves
bidding for it but instead trying to ensure that it goes to a
Commissioner who does not have a pronounced left-of-centre view.

We do not need a firm plan until after the summer, and in the
case of the second and as yet unidentified Commissioner should
not attempt to construct one, for his experience and interests
will be relevant. But you might wish to check that Ministerial
colleagues endorse the view that the internal market portfolio
should be Mr Brittan's target. An appropriate way of doing so
might be to circulate a version of this minute to members of

OD(E)
(.

22 July 1988 R G LAVELLE
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PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE

FROM: J M G TAYLOR
DATE: 26 July 1988
MR R I G ALLEN cc PS/Paymaster General

PS/Economic Secretary
Sir P Middleton
Sir G Littler

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION

The Chancellor was grateful for your minute of 25 July,

enclosed note by Mr Lavelle.

2. He has commented that clearly we want the
portfolio. But there is something to be said for indicating that

agriculture would be the only acceptable alternative. That should

worry them.

Lankester
Mercer
Mortimer
Cropper
Tyrie

1)

2 |

J M G TAYLOR

and the

internal market
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Portfolios in the New Commission

1. Following the announcement of Leon Brittan’s
nomination to the Commission we need to consider what
portfolios we should seek for Leon Brittan and for

Stanley Clinton Davis’ successor, once nominated.

2. Leon Brittan will be one of the key figures in the
new Commission. Other major Commissioners under Delors
will be Andriessen, Christophersen and Bangemann
(replacing Narjes). Andriessen’s continuing presence is
particularly important: he has been a good agriculture
Commissioner and, though he is known to want the cxtermnal
relations job which will be vacated by de Clerq, it would
probably suit us best if he remained in the agriculture
job, as the Dutch Government want. Similarly

Christophersen, without being of the same calibre as
Andriessen, has been effective as the Commissioner
responsible for budget and personnel and it would suit us
if he were to remain there. And Natali (assuming he is
renominated) could stay with development. We understand
that Bangemann wants the external relations portfolio.

This is good news, because he would bring a liberal
approach; because a German bid for external relations
should make it more difficult for Andriessen to move out
of agriculture; and because Bangemann would otherwise be

a potentially dangerous rival for the internal market
job.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

3. Our first priority should be to ensure that our
senior Commissioner continues to cover the internal
market portfolio, including taxation and the financial
institutions, though to try to consolidate German
support, we might consider hinting to them our
alternative might be external relations. Leon Brittan is
keen to obtain the internal market job, and should be
seen as particularly well qualified for it, given his
Treasury, Home Office and DTI experience. But we should
not show our hand yet: the first step should be a private

discussion with Delors.

4. For our second Commissioner, one of the other

portfolios of particular interest is competition. It

seems very likely that Sutherland will not be
reappointed. But, although we should not rule out a
tactical bid, it may well be unrealistic to think that we
could secure both the internal market and competition
portfolios and we should be prepared to settled instead

for competition going to an effective newcomer.

5. Turning to other possibilities, the present joint

portfolio of environment (including nuclear safety) and

transport has been an active and valuable one. There may
be a proposal to split it in two: transport is probably
more important to us, but either half would be worth
having. If Christophersen changes responsibilities, the
budget portfolio might be worth considering again. Given
the current stress on the "social dimension", the social
affairs portfolio could also be a possibility; but our
interests seem likely to be better served by not
ourselves bidding for it but instead trying to ensure
that it goes to a Commissioner who does not have a

pronounced left-of-centre view.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

6. Unless I hear from you or other colleagues to the
contrary, I propose that we should be guided by the above
and that, in particular, the internal market portfolio
should be Leon Brittan’s (as yet undisclosed) target.

7. I am copying this minute to other members of OD(E)
and to the Cabinet Secretary.

(GEOFFREY HOWE)

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
27 July 1988

CONFIDENTIAL
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FROM: MS K ELLIMAN
DATE: 28 JULY 1988 |, /' [}

MR R I G ALLEN cc: PS/Chancellor
PS/Economic Secretary
Sir P Middleton
Sir G Littler
Mr Lankester
Mr Mercer
Mr Mortimer
Mr Cropper
Mr Tyrie

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION

The Paymaster General has seen your minute of 25 July to the
Chancellor and the enclosed note by Mr Lavelle.

2. He has commented he is reassured we have moved on to the Prime
Minister only wishing one term Commissioners, as the alternative
line seen in the Press that the Prime Minister did not want
Mr Clinton Davis to be the senior British Commissioner and thus
the British Vice President. The latter does not follow. The Vice

Presidency follows on the Government's own nomination to it.

%\\ %N\&VL,

KIM ELLIMAN
Private Secretary



53/2/LPD/3771/001

PERSONAL-IN-CONFIDENCE

FROM: S M A JAMES
DATE: 28 July 1988

PS/CHANCELLOR cc  PS/Paymaster General
PS/Sir P Middleton
Sir G Littler
Mr Lankester or
Mr R I G Allen
Mr Mercer
Mr Mortimer
Mr Cropper
Mr Tyrie

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION

The Economic Secretary has scen Mr Allen's minute of 25 July

coveving ° a minute from Roger Lavelle to the Foreign Secretary.

2 The Economic Secretary has commented that Mr Brittaa will
as a brilliant barrister take the brief Lord Cockfield leaves behind.

But the alternative of leaving it to Bangeman is probably worse.

3% The Economic Secretary notes that the minute from Mr Lavelle
does not mention press reports that Lord Cockfield's job will split
into fiscal and non-fiscal halves. He wonders what would happen

if the post were divided?

it

S M A JAMES

Private Secretary
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS Vs Mé“;’fé,e A
» $ HW((O
PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION i ~ FYELE.. .

1. Thank you for sending me a copy of your minute of 27 Juiky e
the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

2. I entirely agree with the importance of trying Lo secure the
internal market portfolio for Leon Brittan.-

3e I would also like to underline the need for Andriessen to
remain 1in charge of agriculture. Of course we disagree with
some of H's ideas. But this is much more than outweighed by his
qualities. He has overseen a major shift of the CAP in the
right direction and has the stature and forcefulness to push
through further reforms. His experience as a former finance
Minister is clearly an asset.

4. Moreover we have to remember who the alternatives might be.
If Pandolfi becomes an Italian Commissioner he would have a
strong claim, as a former Agriculture Minister. He is extremely
able but would undoubtedly use this ability to push the centre
of gravity of the CAP towards the South, building on the myth
that the CAP disadvantages Mediterranean products. So, no doubt,
would any other Commissioner from a Southern Member State. This
would inevitably be Lo our disadvanlaygye. If Andriessen were not
to continue, the next best choice might be Christophersen, even
though, as you say, he is not of the same calibre. I hope this
can be kept very much in mind in contacts between now and next
year.

ul

. I am copying this minute to other members of OD(E) and to
3ir Robin Butler.

N b ol = Bmnint
s o ben o tofl o o g tliS (e,

JOHN MacGREGOR
29 July 1988
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CONFIDENTIAL
FROM: R I G ALLEN
DATE: 29 JULY 1988

CHANCELLOR cc Paymaster General
(A Economic Secretary

i PRIV Sir P Middleton
VN R WY X Sir G Littler
: . ; L D i Mr Lankester (or)
AL - (UK 1 1eal( a0 Y00 Mr Mercer
T e T Mr Mortimer
PN VP - frf‘ Fre vt Mr Cropper
Mr Tyrie

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION /

The Foreign Secretary has written to you (and other OD(E)
colleagues)about the need to consider what portfolios we should
seek for Mr Brittan and for Mr Clinton Davis' successor, once
nominated. The minute is on very similar lines to the minute from
Mr Lavelle which I showed you a few days ago, and on which you

commented:

" .... clearly we want the internal market portfolio. But
there is something to be said for indicating that agriculture
would be the only acceptable alternative. That should worry
them."

It might be worth replying to the Foreign Secretary so as to
record this point (there is the complication, however, that the
Forcign Secretary proposes hinting to the Germans that our

alternative might be external relations). A draft minute is
attached.
2. I also attach a minute from Mr Mortimer which, in response to

Ba

{ \ M&bkjames' minute of 28 July, discusses whether there is any truth

in the current press rumours that the internal market portfolio in
the new Commission might be split up (separating out taxation from
other internal market issues) and whether such a split would be a
good idea. In our view, whatever the truth may be, this does not
affect the argument that the internal market portfolio is the

ol

R I G ALLEN

plum.
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DRAFT MINUTE TO THE FOREIGN SECRETARY

: /ﬁx,f A 6~ (
- _ minute of 27 July on the
allocation of portfolios in the new Commission. L have 4o S22
St N ress 2 o )9 oyt
I agree dénerally with yoﬁr comments on priorities: it 2ids

clear, in particular, that the internal market portfolio
should be Leon Brittan's target, notwithstanding the recent
rumours that the portfolio might be split so that taxation
was separated from other internal market issues. Tactics are
obviously difficult to judge at this stage. I agree that, to
help secure the internal market portfolio, there may be
something to be said for indicating to the Germans that the
external relations portfolio is also an attractive one for
us. An alternative approach, however - which might become
particularly relevant should Andriessen seem likely to move
to external relations - would be to let it be generally known
that agriculture is the only acceptable alternative to
internal affairs. As a shock device this could be quite
effective.

Copies of this minute go to other members of OD(E) and to
Sir Robin Butler.
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FROM: J E MORTIMER
DATE: 28 July 1988

PS/ECONOMIC SECRETARY cc Mr RIG Allen

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION

You asked me whether:

{i) there was any truth in the rumour (hinted at in
Lord Cockfield's recent article in The Times) that the
internal market portfolio in the new Commission might be
split up so that taxation was separated from all other

internal market issues;
(ii) whether such a split would be a good idea.

Ao I have spoken to various people in UKREP. They tell me that
they do not know whether there is any truth in this rumour. The
allocation of jobs in the Commission will be decided by the new
Commission itself at its first meeting, and it is by no means
clear what the outcome will be (indeed, at this stage, it is not

known who all the commissioners will be).

35 There may, however, be some pressure to split the internal

market portfolio because, for example:

(1) Lord Cockfield has built up the internal market job to
one of very considerable importance. Other commissioners,
however, have relatively unimportant jobs (the second
Italian commissioner, for example, has responsibility for
information and culture, whereas the Luxembourg commissioner
has responsibility for energy). It might be felt that a
more even distribution of responsibility would be desirable;

(ii) 4if Mr Brittan were given the internal market job, it
might be felt by the rest of the new Commission that it
would be unfair on him to be required to take over and

pursue the agreed Commission line on tax harmonisation.



4. Whether or not it would be a good idea to split the internal

market portfolio depends upon a number of factors:

(1) if Mr Brittan were given the internal market portfolio
(and this is not of course certain), then it would be in our
interests for the job to cover as wide a span as possible,

including tax harmonisation;

(ii) > 1f Mr Brittan 'did not get . that . job, ' and the new
internal market commissioner were known to be extremely keen
on tax harmonisation, then there would obviously be
something to be said (at least from our point of view) for

giving the tax aspects to someone else;
(iii) leaving aside the personal views of the commissioner

himself, there is a certain logic in keeping all internal

market issues together.

J E MORTIMER
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CONFIDENTIAL Paymaster General

Economic Secretary
Sir P Middleton
//47 Sir G Littler
A Mr Lankester
Mr Mercer
Mr Mortimer
Mr Cropper
Tyrie

Treasury Chambers, Parliament Street, SW1P M» 2'(4 Allen
01-270 3000

2

v

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION

Thank you for your minute of 27 July on the allocation of
portfolios in the new Commission. I have also seen

John MacGregor's minute of 29 July.

1 agree generally with your comments on priorities: it is clear,
in particular, that the internal market portfolio should be
Leon Brittan's target, notwithstanding the recent rumours that the
portfolio might be split so that taxation was separated from other
internal market issues. Tactics are obviously difficult to judge
at this stage. I agree that, to help secure the internal market
portfolio, there may be something to be said for indicating to the
Germans that the external relations portfolio is also an attractive
one for us. An alternative approach, however - which might become
particularly relevant should Andriessen seem likely to move to
external relations - would be to let it be generally known that
agriculture is the only acceptable alternative to internal affairs.

As a shock device this could be gquite effective.

Copies of this minute go to other members of OD(E) and to

Sir Robin Butler.
/Z;%§7’»

[NL]
1 August 1988
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From the Private Secretary r W
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November 198

i

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS

When the Prime Minister saw David Williamson this
afternoon, there was a brief discussion about the likely
allocation of Commission portfolios in the next Commission.
Mr. Williamson said it was likely that Andriessen would go to
External Relations. There were three candidates to replace
him at Agriculture: Pandolfi, McSharry and a Portuguese, with 7
Pandolfi the most likely candidate. Delors was clearly
intending to give a reduced Internal Market portfolio to
Bangemann. Christophersen wanted to move to Economic Affairs,
with the expectation of eventually securing Financial and
Monetary Matters from Delors in addition. Delors' present
intention was to give Mr. Brittan the Competition portfolio
with some extra bits added, for instance Consumer Affairs.

Mr. Millan was likely to get the Regional Affairs portfolio
which should be quite helpful.

The Prime Minister said that she thought the Competition
portfolio would probably be a good one for Mr. Brittan
provided it had sufficient additional subjects added to it.
She was particularly keen to see him have Financial Services.
She did not like the idea of a Southerner at Agriculture: it
would be much better if Andriessen were to stay there. She
would be content to see Mr. Millan have Regional Affairs.

I should be grateful if distribution of this letter could
be limited to those with a direct need to know.

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury),
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and
Industry) and to Roger Lavelle.

\"AE N w\\ :

)
(VYN 4~—-

(C.D. POWELL)

?

Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL
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FROM: J M G TAYLOR
DATE: 28 November 1988

SIR G LJFTTLER cc Mr Lankester
Mr R I G Allen

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS
The Chancellor has seen the enclosed letter from Charles Powell.
2. He has commented that he agrees with this, with the

qualification that McSharry, though a Northerner, would be much
worse than Pandolfi as Agriculture Commissioner.

J M G TAYLOR
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COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS

When the Prime Minister saw David Williamson this
afternoon, there was a brief discussion about the likely
allocation of Commission portfolios in the next Commission.
Mr. Williamson said it was likely that Andriessen would go to
External Relations. There were three candidates to replace
him at Agriculture: Pandolfi, McSharry and a Portuguese, with
Pandolfi the most likely candidate. Delors was clearly
intending to give a reduced Internal Market portfolio to
Bangemann. Christophersen wanted to move to Economic Affairs,
with the expectation of eventually securing Financial and
Monetary Matters from Delors in addition. Delors' present
intention was to give Mr. Brittan the Competition portfolio
with some extra bits added, for instance Consumer Affairs.

Mr. Millan was likely to get the Regional Affairs portfolio
which should be quite helpful.

The Prime Minister said that she thought the Competition
portfolio would probably be a good one for Mr. Brittan
provided it had sufficient additional subjects added to it.

She was particularly keen to see him have Financial Services.
)q She did not like the idea of a Southerner at Agriculture: it
would be much better if Andriessen were to stay there. She

would be content to see Mr. Millan have Regional Affairs.

I should be grateful if distribution of this letter could
be limited to those with a direct need to know.

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury),
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and
Industry) and to Roger Lavelle.

(C.D. POWELL)

Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL
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FROM: J M G TAYLOR
DATE: 28 November 1988

SIR G LITTLER cc Mr Lankester
Mr RI G Allen

m——

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS
The Chancellor has seen the enclosed letter from Charles Powell.
23 He has commented that he agrees with this, with the

qualification that McSharry, though a Northerner, would be much
worse than Pandolfi as Agriculture Commissioner.

J M G TAYLOR
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COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS

When the Prime Minister saw David Williamson this
afternoon, there was a brief discussion about the likely
allocation of Commission portfolios in the next Commission.
Mr. Williamson said it was likely that Andriessen would go to
External Relations. There were three candidates to replace
him at Agriculture: Pandolfi, McSharry and a Portuguese, with
Pandolfi the most likely candidate. Delors was clearly
intending to give a reduced Internal Market portfolio to
Bangemann. Christophersen wanted to move to Economic Affairs,
with the expectation of eventually securing Financial and
Monetary Matters from Delors in addition. Delors' present
intention was to give Mr. Brittan the Competition portfolio
with some extra bits added, for instance Consumer Affairs.

Mr. Millan was likely to get the Regional Affairs portfolio
which should be quite helpful.

The Prime Minister said that she thought the Competition
portfolio would probably be a good one for Mr. Brittan
provided it had sufficient additional subjects added to it.

She was particularly keen to see him have Financial Services.
)q She did not like the idea of a Southerner at Agriculture: it
would be much better if Andriessen were to stay there. She

would be content to see Mr. Millan have Regional Affairs.

I should be grateful if distribution of this letter could
be limited to those with a direct need to know.

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury),
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and
Industry) and to Roger Lavelle.

(C.D. POWELL)

Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL
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Commission Portfolios

Thank you for your letter of 24 November to Lyn Parker
about the Prime Minister’s talk with Dav1d Williamson about
portfolios in the new Commission.

Since then there have been three developments. First,
the Italians have, as expected, announced that, while Ripa
will stay on, Pandolfi will replace Natali as the senior
Italian Commissioner. This means that all nominations are now
in: I attach, at Annex A, a note of the 9 changes.

Second, Mr Brittan has established that Bangemann, though
he has abandoned his hopes of the External Relations
portfolio, and is ready to take on the Internal Market
instead, would not object if Lord Cockfield’s current
responsibility for Financial Services were transferred to
another Commissioner (eg Mr Brittan); Bangemann wishes instead
to take over the responsibility for Industrial Policy now held
by his FRG predecessor, Narjes, and to have general
responsibility for relations with the European Parliament
(neither ambition causes us any difficulty).

Third, Mr Brittan yesterday had a further talk with
M Delors, and indicated that he would be ready to settle for
the Competition portfolio, provided it were enhanced by the
addition of responsibility for Financial Services, and for
consumer protection, deregulation, and measures to assist
small and medium-sized enterprises. There is little doubt
that Mr Brittan can secure the latter three bids: I understand
that Delors undertook to reflect further about Financial
Services.

As the Prime Minister knows, the Foreign Secretary
believes that the Competition portfolio would be a good one to
get, particularly if satisfactorily enhanced. With UK state
aids (as a proportion of GDP) now only half those of the FRG,
Italy and France, we have a strong "level playing field"
interest in the Commission enforcing the competition rules

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL
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actively. Moreover, with the Internal Market portfolio likely
to be broken up into at least two and possibly three parts
(Delors intends to make separate arrangements for indirect
taxation, and Mr Brittan is bidding for financial services),
it should not be difficult to explain in public that we have
in fact done well not to retain a cut-down Cockfield
portfolio.

The Foreign Secretary agrees with the Prime Minister‘’s
view that it would be satisfactory if Mr Millan were to obtain
the Regional portfolio, as now seems likely. He is inclined
to think that our interests might also be served if the new
Irish Commissioner, MacSharry, were to inherit the Social
portfolio, where a socialist might cause us more difficulty.
MacSharry’s own bid is for Agriculture: we would not wish to
see it succeed.

The Foreign Secretary has noted that the Prime Minister
would prefer that Andriessen stayed at Agriculture. He very
much agrees; but it now seems virtually certain that
Andriessen will in fact move to External Relations (where he
will be good). The front runner for Agriculture is now
probably Pandolfi: the others are Christophersen, who would be
better for us but isn’t keen on the job, and MacSharry and
Cardoso, both of whom would be bad. During the European
Council, the Foreign Secretary plans to put in a word with
M Delors for Andriessen or Christophersen, stressing the
importance of the Commission keeping up the pace of its work
on CAP reform. He will indicate that he does not think the
appointment of Cardoso or MacSharry would help in this regard.
(His own view is that the appointment of Pandolfi, though not
ideal, would not be a disaster.)

The Prime Minister may wish to see the summary note at
Annex B of the likely changes of most importance to the UK;
but the Foreign Secretary sees no need for her to take any
action on this subject at Rhodes.

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury),
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (DTI) and Roger Lavelle.

A YN AN/ §

(J S Wall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL



President

Vice-Presidents

Commissioners

ANNEX A

Delors

Natali (Italy: Development) Pandolfi
Narjes (FRG: Industry) Bangemann
Andriessen (Netherlands: [staying]

Agriculture)

Cockfield (UK: Internal Market) Brittan
Christophersen (Denmark: Budget) [staying]
Marin (Spain: Social) [staying]

Cheysson (France: North/South)

Varfis (Greece: Structural,
Consumer)

de Clercq (Belgium: External
Relations)

Mosar (Luxembourg: Enerqgy)

Clinton-Davis (UK: Environment,
Transport)

Ripa di Meana (Italy: Information,
Culture)

Sutherland (Ireland: Competition)

Schmidhuber (FRG: Regional,
Economic)

Cardoso (Portugal: Fisheries)

Matutes (Spain: Credit, SMEs)

Mme Scrivenser

Mme Papandreou

van Miert

Dondelinger

Millan

[staying]

MacSharry

[staying]

[staying]

[staying]



CONFIDENITAL
ANNEX B

Mr Brittan’s target now is Competition (ex-Sutherland)

Bangemann

Andriessen

Mr Millan’s

plus Financial Institutions (ex-Cockfield)
Consumer Protection (ex-Varfis)
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
(ex-Matutes)

is likely to secure Internal Market (ex-Cockfielc,
minus Indirect Tax (? to Mme Scrivener)

and (possibly) minus Financial Institutions

(? to Brittan)

plus Industry (ex-Narjes)

is likely to have External Relations (ex-de
Clercq), and be replaced at Agriculture by
Pandolfi, Christophersen, Cardoso or MacSharry.
(Christophersen, though he would prefer to retair
Budget, would be best for us; Pandolfi second
best; MacSharry worst)

target has been Social (ex-Marin) or Regional
(ex-Schmidhuber). He is likely to secure
Regional. It might be best for us if Social went
to MacSharry (not a socialist, and best kept out
of Agriculture).
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I think it would be worth your writing to Mr Powell to convey the
Chancellor's comment recorded in your minute of 28 November to me.

I suggest the following:

(Geoffrey Littler)

To Charles Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
{c.c. Lyn Parker, F.C.O.
Shirley Stagg, M.A.F.F.
Neil Thoraten, D.T.IL:

Roger Lavelle, Cab.Ott.

/
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bith 10 In Pactichlad, - Ay
[éour“receat‘]otter [?2 date], subject to one g%eas—__iﬂﬁd%ahe

shares the Pi;@e Minister's dislike of the idea of a Southerner

Loweerr, fLar Mo

for the Agriculture portfolio, ﬁe fears

wersex e knows MeShar*ry as a fellow Finance Ministe;}aéggézs
& A W-AM,/\*M&
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Treasury Chambers, Parliament Street, SWIP 3AG :
01-270 3000 "
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1 December 1988

Charles Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
LONDON

Swl

W Vosibs

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS

The Chancellor has seen your letter of 24 November to Lyn Parker ,
and Stephen Wall's reply of 29 November. He is very much at one
with the comments recorded in both letters. In particular, he
shares the Prime Minister's dislike of the idea of a Southerner
for the Agriculture portfolio. He fears, however, that MrSharry,
whom he knows as a fellow Finance Minister, would be even worse.

In short, he shares the Foreign Secretary's view in paragraph 3 of
Annex B of Stephen Wall's letter.

I am copying this to the recipients of your letter.

VM Al

J M G TAYLOR
Private Secrgtary
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