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PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE 

FROM: R I G ALLEN 
DATE: 	25 JULY 1988 

 

cc Paymaster General 
Economic Secretary 
Sir P Middleton 
Sir G Littler 
Mr Lankester (or) 
Mr Mercer 
Mr Mortimer 
Mr Cropper 
Mr Tyrie 

CHANCELLOR 

 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

You will be interested to see the attached minute from 

Roger Lavelle to the Foreign Secretary: an OD(E) discussion is 

being proposed. 

\./Slijj  ‘115v)/ 	PM)Ik 

R I G ALLEN \i)s 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 

PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

Following the announcement of decisions on UK commissioners, it 

seems prudent to take a preliminary view before the summer break 

of what might be our objectives for their portfolios in the new 

Commission. There are of course still major uncertainties: not 

all the names of the Commissioners are known and we cannot assume 

that the present grouping of portfolios will continue. The 

allocation of portfolios is unlikely to be completed until 

January. We therefore need to establish our aims flexibly and 

keep them under review. 

Other key figures under Delors will be Andriessen, 

Christophersen and Bangemann (replacing Narjes). Andriessen's 

continuing presence is particularly important: he has been a good 

agriculture Commissioner and, though he is known to want the 

external relations job which will be vacated by de Clercq, it 

would probably suit us best if he remained in the agriculture 

job, as the Dutch Government want. Similarly Christophersen, 

without being of the same calibre as Andriessen, has been 

effective as the Commissioner responsible for budget and  

personnel and it would suit us if he were to remain there. And 

Natali (assuming he is renominated) could stay with development. 

We understand that Bangemann wants the external relations  

portfolio. This is good news, because he would bring a liberal 

approach; because a German bid for external relations should make 

it more difficult for Andriessen to move out of agriculture; and 

because Bangemann would otherwise be a potentially dangerous 

rival for the internal market job. 

The consensus at official level in my small steering group is 

that our first priority should be to ensure that our senior 

Commissioner continues to cover the internal market portfolio, 

including taxation and the financial institutions. We might 

consider hinting to the Germans that our alternative bid might be 



external relations, in order to try to consolidate their support 

for our retaining Lord Cockfield's portfolio, but in our 

judgment the UK interest will be best served if we do continue to 

retain it. And in Mr Brittan we have nominated someone who should 

be seen as particularly well qualified for this portfolio, given 

his Treasury and DTI experience, and who is I believe keen to 
secure it. 

For our second Commissioner, one of the other portfolios of 

particular interest is competition. It seems very likely that 

Sutherland will not be reappointed. But although we should not 

rule out a tactical bid it may well be unrealistic to think that 

we could secure both the internal market and competition 

portfolios and we should be prepared to settle instead for an 
effective newcomer. 

Turning to other possibilities, the present joint portfolio of 

environment (including nuclear safety) and transport has been an 

active and valuable one. There may be a proposal to split it in 

two: transport is probably more important to us, but either half 
would be worth having. If Christophersen changes 

responsibilities, the budget portfolio might be worth considering 

again. Given the current stress on the "social dimension" the 

social affairs portfolio could also be a possibility; but our 

interests seem likely to be better served by not ourselves 

bidding for it but instead trying to ensure that it goes to a 

Commissioner who does not have a pronounced left-of-centre view. 

We do not need a firm plan until after the summer, and in the 

case of the second and as yet unidentified Commissioner should 

not attempt to construct one, for his experience and interests 

will be relevant. But you might wish to check that Ministerial 

colleagues endorse the view that the internal market portfolio 

should be Mr Brittan's target. An appropriate way of doing so 

might be to circulate a version of this minute to members of 
OD(E) 

fzl  
22 July 1988 	 R G LAVELLE 
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PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE 

FROM: J M G TAYLOR 

DATE: 26 July 1988 

MR R I G ALLEN cc PS/Paymaster GenerAl 
PS/Economic Secretary 
Sir P Middleton 
Sir G Littler 
Mr Lankester 
Mr Mercer 
Mr Mortimer 
Mr Cropper 
Mr Tyrie 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

The Chancellor was grateful for your minute of 25 July, and the 

enclosed note by Mr Lavelle. 

2. 	He has commented that clearly we want the internal market 

portfolio. But there is something to be said for indicating that 

agriculture would be the only acceptable alternative. That should 

worry them. 

J M G TAYLOR 
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Following the announcement of Leon Brittan's 

nomination to the Commission we need to consider what 

portfolios we should seek for Leon Brittan and for 

Stanley Clinton Davis' successor, once nominated. 

Leon Brittan will be one of the key figures in the 

new Commission. Other major Commissioners under Delors 

will be Andriessen, Christophersen and Bangemann 

(replacing Narjes). Andriessen's continuing presence is 

particularly important: he has been a good agriculture  

Commissioner and, though he is known to want the cxterndl 

relations job which will be vacated by de Clerq, it would 

probably suit us best if he remained in the agriculture 

job, as the Dutch Government want. Similarly 

Christophersen, without being of the same calibre as 

Andriessen, has been effective as the Commissioner 

responsible for budget and personnel and it would suit us 

if he were to remain there. And Natali (assuming he is 

renominated) could stay with development. We understand 

that Bangemann wants the external relations portfolio. 

This is good news, because he would bring a liberal 

approach; because a German bid for external relations 

should make it more difficult for Andriessen to move out 

of agriculture; and because Bangemann would otherwise be 

a potentially dangerous rival for the internal market  

job. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Our first priority should be to ensure that our 

senior Commissioner continues to cover the internal 

market portfolio, including taxation and the financial 

institutions, though to try to consolidate German 

support, we might consider hinting to them our 

alternative might be external relations. Leon Brittan is 

keen to obtain the internal market job, and should be 

seen as particularly well qualified for it, given his 

Treasury, Home Office and DTI experience. But we should 

not show our hand yet: the first step should be a private 

discussion with Delors. 

For our second Commissioner, one of the other 

portfolios of particular interest is competition. It 

seems very likely that Sutherland will not be 

reappointed. But, although we should not rule out a 

tactical bid, it may well be unrealistic to think that we 

could secure both the internal market and competition 

portfolios and we should be prepared to settled instead 

for competition going to an effective newcomer. 

Turning to other possibilities, the present joint 

portfolio of environment (including nuclear safety) and 

transport has been an active and valuable one. There may 

be a proposal to split it in two: transport is probably 

more important to us, but either half would be worth 

having. If Christophersen changes responsibilities, the 

budget portfolio might be worth considering again. Given 

the current stress on the "social dimension", the social  

affairs portfolio could also be a possibility; but our 

interests seem likely to be better served by not 

ourselves bidding for it but instead trying to ensure 

that it goes to a Commissioner who does not have a 

pronounced left-of-centre view. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Unless I hear from you or other colleagues to the 

contrary, I propose that we should be guided by the above 

and that, in particular, the internal market portfolio 

should be Leon Brittan's (as yet undisclosed) target. 

I am copying this minute to other members of OD(E) 

and to the Cabinet Secretary. 

(GEOFFREY HOWE) 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

27 July 1988 

CONFIDENTIAL 



47A/2/394/072/MDG PERSONAL IN CONFIDENCE 

FROM: 

DATE: 

MS K ELLI 

28 JULY 1988 

MR R I G ALLEN cc: 	PS/Chancellor 
PS/Economic Secretary 
Sir P Middleton 
Sir G Littler 
Mr Lankester 
Mr Mercer 
Mr Mortimer 
Mr Cropper 
Mr Tyrie 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

The Paymaster General has seen your minute of 25 July to the 

Chancellor and the enclosed note by Mr Lavelle. 

2. He has commented he is reassured we have moved on to the Prime 

Minister only wishing one term Commissioners, as the alternative 

line seen in the Press that the Prime Minister did not want 

Mr Clinton Davis to be the senior British Commissioner and thus 

the British Vice President. The latter does not follow. The Vice 

Presidency follows on the Government's own nomination to it. 

r\Nodt 	 
KIM ELLIMAN 
Private Secretary 
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PERSONAL-IN-CONFIDENCE 

FROM: 
DATE: 

S MA JAMES 
28 July 1988 

PS/CHANCELLOR cc PS/Paymaster General 
PS/Sir P Middleton 
Sir G Littler 
Mr Lankester or 
Mr R I G Allen 
Mr Mercer 
Mr Mortimer 
Mr Cropper 
Mr Tyrie 

 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

The Economic Secretary has seen Mr Allen's minute of 25 July 

co4e..r,r\c, 	a minute from Roger Lavelle to the Foreign Secretary. 

The Economic Secretary has commented that Mr Brittart will 

as a brilliant barrister take the brief Lord Cockfield leaves behind. 

But the alternative of leaving it to Bangeman is probably worse. 

The Economic Secretary notes that the minute from Mr Lavelle 

does not mention press reports that Lord Cockfield's job will split 

into fiscal and non-fiscal halves. He wonders what would happen 

if the post were divided? 

S M A JAMES 

Private Secretary 
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PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

A4r  
1. Thank you for sending me a copy of your minute of 27 July to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

cHEQuER 
29 JUL1988  

From the Mmwer 

I entirely agree with the importance of trying to secure the 
internal market portfolio for Leon Brittan.- 

I would also like to underline the need for Andriessen to 
remain in charge of agriculture. Of course we disagree with 
some of ff....2s ideas. But this is much more than outweighed by his 
qualities. 	He has overseen a major shift of the CAP in the 
right direction and has the stature and forcefulness to push 
through further reforms. 	His experience as a former finance 
Minister is clearly an asset. 

Moreover we have to remember who the alternatives might be. 
If Pandolfi becomes an Italian Commissioner he would have a 
strong claim, as a former Agriculture Minister. He is extremely 
able but would undoubtedly use this ability to push the centre 
of gravity of the CAP towards the South, building on the myth 
that the CAP disadvantages Mediterranean products. So, no doubt, 
would any other Commissioner from a Southern Member State. This 
would inevitably be Lo our disadvantdye. If Andrlessen were not 
to continue, the next best choice might be Christophersen, even 
though, as you say, he is not of the same calibre. I hope this 
can be kept very much in mind in contacts between now and next 
year. 

I am copying this minute to other members of OD(E) and to 
Sir Robin Butler. 

-(T 	J 

t L t.f „ 	(7-9,1e4C 

JOHN MacGREGOR 
( c.? July 1988 
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FROM: RI G ALLEN 
DATE: 
	

29 JULY 1988 

cc Paymaster General 
Economic Secretary 
Sir P Middleton 
Sir G Littler 
Mr Lankester (or) 
Mr Mercer 
Mr Mortimer 
Mr Cropper 
Mr Tyrie 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

The Foreign Secretary has written to you (and other OD(E) 

colleagues)about the need to consider what portfolios we should 

seek for Mr Brittan and for Mr Clinton Davis' successor, once 

nominated. The minute is on very similar lines to the minute from 

Mr Lavelle which I showed you a few days ago, and on which you 

commented: 

ceAvelef 

clearly we want the internal market portfolio. But 

there is something to be said for indicating that agriculture 

would be the only acceptable alternative. That should worry 

them." 

It might be worth replying to the Foreign Secretary so as to 

record this point (there is the complication, however, that the 

Foreign Secretary proposes hinting to the Germans that our 

alternative might be external relations). A draft minute is 

attached. 

2. 	I also attach a minute from Mr Mortimer which, in response to 

Mr James' minute of 28 July, discusses whether there is any truth 

in the current press rumours that the internal market portfolio in 

the new Commission might be split up (separating out taxation from 

other internal market issues) and whether such a split would be a 

good idea. In our view, whatever the truth may be, this does not 

affect the argument that the internal market portfolio is the 

plum. 

10— 
RI G ALLEN 
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DRAFT MINUTE TO THE FOREIGN SECRETARY 

rested 

77,,r &Avir 
ed to see your minute of 27 July on the 

allocation of portfolios in the new Commission. JI A4,re Who e.an 

c;-/)im 	 "ni-ovie at- 
I agree generally with your comments on priorities: 	it is 

clear, in particular, that the internal market portfolio 

should be Leon Brittan's target, notwithstanding the recent 

rumours that the portfolio might be split so that taxation 

was separated from other internal market issues. Tactics are 

obviously difficult to judge at this stage. I agree that, to 

help secure the internal market portfolio, there may be 

something to be said for indicating to the Germans that the 

external relations portfolio is also an attractive one for 

us. 	An alternative approach, however - which might become 

particularly relevant should Andriessen seem likely to move 

to external relations - would be to let it be generally known 

that agriculture is the only acceptable alternative to 

internal affairs. 	As a shock device this could be quite 

effective. 

Copies of this minute go to other members of OD(E) and to 

Sir Robin Butler. 

was 
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FROM: J E MORTIMER 
DATE: 28 July 1988 

PS/ECONOMIC SECRETARY 	 cc Mr RIG Allen 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

You asked me whether: 

there was any truth in the rumour (hinted at in 

Lord Cockfield's recent article in The Times) that the 

internal market portfolio in the new Commission might be 

split up so that taxation was separated from all other 

internal market issues; 

whether such a split would be a good idea. 

I have spoken to various people in UKREP. They tell me that 

they do not know whether there is any truth in this rumour. The 

allocation of jobs in the Commission will be decided by the new 

Commission itself at its first meeting, and it is by no means 

clear what the outcome will be (indeed, at this stage, it is not 

known who all the commissioners will be). 

There may, however, be some pressure to split the internal 

market portfolio because, for example: 

Lord Cockfield has built up the internal market job to 

one of very considerable importance. Other commissioners, 

however, have relatively unimportant jobs (the second 

Italian commissioner, for example, has responsibility for 

information and culture, whereas the Luxembourg commissioner 

has responsibility for energy). 	It might be felt that a 

more even distribution of responsibility would be desirable; 

if Mr Brittan were given the internal market job, it 

might be felt by the rest of the new Commission that it 

would be unfair on him to be required to take over and 

pursue the agreed Commission line on tax harmonisation. 



110 4. 	Whether or not it would be a good idea to split the internal 
market portfolio depends upon a number of factors: 

if Mr Brittan were given the internal market portfolio 

(and this is not of course certain), then it would be in our 

interests for the job to cover as wide a span as possible, 

including tax harmonisation; 

if Mr Brittan did not get that job, and the new 

internal market commissioner were known to be extremely keen 

on tax harmonisation, then there would obviously be 

something to be said (at least from our point of view) for 

giving the tax aspects to someone else; 

leaving aside the personal views of the commissioner 

himself, there is a certain logic in keeping all internal 

market issues together. 

J E MORTIMER 
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Treasury Chambers, Parliament Street, SWIP 
01-270 3000  

Paymaster General 
Economic Secretary 
Sir P Middleton 
Sir G Littler 
Mr Lankester 
Mr Mercer 
Mr Mortimer 
Mr Cropper 
Mr Tyrie 

P-rti Aue,A 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS 

PORTFOLIOS IN THE NEW COMMISSION 

Thank you for your minute of 27 July on the allocation of 

portfolios in the new Commission. 	I have also seen 

John MacGregor's minute of 29 July. 

I agree generally with your comments on priorities: it is clear, 

in particular, that the internal market portfolio should be 

Leon Brittan's target, notwithstanding the recent rumours that the 

portfolio might be split so that taxation was separated from other 

internal market issues. Tactics are obviously difficult to judge 

at this stage. 	I agree that, to help secure the internal market 

portfolio, there may be something to be said for indicating to the 

Germans that the external relations portfolio is also an attractive 

one for us. An alternative approach, however - which might become 

particularly relevant should Andriessen seem likely to move to 

external relations - would be to let it be generally known that 

agriculture is the only acceptable alternative to internal affairs. 

As a shock device this could be quite effective. 

Copies of this minute go to other members of OD(E) and to 

Sir Robin Butler. 

PP [NL] 
11 	1 August 1988 

)1 	CAA,74/ 

cowl
,  

)1w, m 	4175g1rk 



\IVNI 
(C.D. POWELL) 

LVAZILMINTIkili MNU re4(bUNICIJ 

• q 
vy/51A.61:;1\ 

10 DOWNING STREET  (// 	 ' t,soe 
LONDON SW1A2AA 

Vvv}P-- 

'/A4)Novell%er 198 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

When the Prime Minister saw David Williamson Lhis 
afternoon, there was a brief discussion about thc likely 
allocation of Commission portfolios in the next Commission. 
Mr. Williamson said it was likely that Andriessen would go to 
External Relations. There were three candidates to replace 
him at Agriculture: Pandolfi, McSharry and a Portuguese, with 
Pandolfi the most likely candidate. Delors was clearly 
intending to give a reduced Internal Market portfolio to 
Bangemann. Christophersen wanted to move to Economic Affairs, 
with the expectation of eventually securing Financial and 
Monetary Matters from Delors in addition. Delors' present 
intention was to give Mr. Brittan the Competition portfolio 
with some extra bits added, for instance Consumer Affairs. 
Mr. Millan was likely to get the Regional Affairs portfolio 
which should be quite helpful. 

The Prime Minister said that she thought the Competition 
portfolio would probably be a good one for Mr. Brittan 
provided it had suffie-ient additional subjects added to it. 
She was particularly keen to see him have Financial Services. 
She did not like the idea of a Southerner at Agriculture: it 
would be much better if Andriessen were to stay there. She 
would be content to see Mr. Millan have Regional Affairs. 

I should be grateful if distribution of this letter could 
be limited to those with a direct need to know. 

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury), 
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and 
Industry) and to Roger Lavelle. 

Lyn Parker, Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL 

From the Private Secretary 

t 
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FROM: J M G TAYLOR 
DATE: 28 November 1988 

SIR G L TLER 	 cc Mr Lankester 
Mr R I G Allen 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

. 	The Chancellor has seen the enclosed letter from Charles Powell. 

2. He has commented that he agrees with this, with the 

qualification that McSharry, though a Northerner, would be much 

worse than Pandolfi as Agriculture Commissioner. 

J M G TAYLOR 
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From rue Private Secretary 
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COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

When the Prime Minister saw David Williamson this 
afternoon, there was a brief discussion about the likely 
allocation of Commission portfolios in the next Commission. 
Mr. Williamson said it was likely that Andriessen would go to 
External Relations. There were three candidates to replace 
him at Agriculture: Pandolfi, McSharry and a Portuguese, with 
Pandolfi the most likely candidate. Delors was clearly 
intending to give a reduced Internal Market portfolio to 
Bangemann. Christophersen wanted to move to Economic Affairs, 
with the expectation of eventually securing Financial and 
Monetary Matters from Delors in addition. Delors' present 
intention was to give Mr. Brittan the Competition portfolio 
with some extra bits added, for instance Consumer Affairs. 
Mr. Milian was likely to get the Regional Affairs portfolio 
which should be quite helpful. 

The Prime Minister said that she thought the Competition 
portfolio would probably be a good one for Mr. Brittan 
provided it had sufficient additional subjects added to it. 
She was particularly keen to see him have Financial Services. 
She did not like the idea of a Southerner at Agriculture: it 
would be much better if Andriessen were to stay there. She 
would be content to see Mr. Milian have Regional Affairs. 

I should be grateful if distribution of this letter could 
be limited to those with a direct need to know. 

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury), 
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and 
Industry) and to Roger Lavelle. 

(C.D. POWELL) 

Lyn Parker, Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL • 



4 	chex.rm/jmt/94 CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL 

FROM: J M G TAYLOR 
DATE: 28 November 1988 

SIR G LITTLER 	 cc Mr Lankester 
Mr R I G Allen 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

The Chancellor has seen the enclosed letter from Charles Powell. 

2. He has commented that he agrees with this, with the 

qualification that McSharry, though a Northerner, would be much 

worse than Pandolfi as Agriculture Commissioner. 

J M G TAYLOR 
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From the Private Secretary 
LONDON SW1A 2AA 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

When the Prime Minister saw David Williamson this 
afternoon, there was a brief discussion about the likely 
allocation of Commission portfolios in the next Commission. 
Mr. Williamson said it was likely that Andriessen would go to 
External Relations. There were three candidates to replace 
him at Agriculture: Pandolfi, McSharry and a Portuguese, with 
Pandolfi the most likely candidate. Delors was clearly 
intending to give a reduced Internal Market portfolio to 
Bangemann. Christophersen wanted to move to Economic Affairs, 
with the expectation of eventually securing Financial and 
Monetary Matters from Delors in addition. Delors' present 
intention was to give Mr. Brittan the Competition portfolio 
with some extra bits added, for instance Consumer Affairs. 
Mr. Millan was likely to get the Regional Affairs portfolio 
which should be quite helpful. 

The Prime Minister said that she thought the Competition 
portfolio would probably be a good one for Mr. Brittan 
provided it had sufficient additional subjects added to it. 
She was particularly keen to see him have Financial Services. 
She did not like the idea of a Southerner at Agriculture: it 
would be much better if Andriessen were to stay there. She 
would be content to see Mr. Millan have Regional Affairs. 

I should be grateful if distribution of this letter could 
be limited to those with a direct need to know. 

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury), 
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and 
Industry) and to Roger Lavelle. 

(C.D. POWELL) 

Lyn Parker, Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL • 
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29 November 1988 

Lrawf,,, 

Commission Portfolios 

Thank you for your letter of 24 November to Lyn Parker 
about the Prime Minister's talk with David Williamson about 
portfolios in the new Commission. 

Since then there have been three developments. First, 
the Italians have, as expected, announced that, while Ripa 
will stay on, Pandolfi will replace Natali as the senior 
Italian Commissioner. This means that all nominations are now 
in: I attach, at Annex A, a note of the 9 changes. 

Second, Mr Brittan has established that Bangemann, though 
he has abandoned his hopes of the External Relations 
portfolio, and is ready to take on the Internal Market 
instead, would not object if Lord Cockfield's current 
responsibility for Financial Services were transferred to 
another Commissioner (eg Mr Brittan); Bangemann wishes instead 
to take over the responsibility for Industrial Policy now held 
by his FRG predecessor, Narjes, and to have general 
responsibility for relations with the European Parliament 
(neither ambition causes us any difficulty). 

Third, Mr Brittan yesterday had a further talk with 
M Delors, and indicated that he would be ready to settle for 
the Competition portfolio, provided it were enhanced by the 
addition of responsibility for Financial Services, and for 
consumer protection, deregulation, and measures to assist 
small and medium-sized enterprises. There is little doubt 
that Mr Brittan can secure the latter three bids: I understand 
that Delors undertook to reflect further about Financial 
Services. 

As the Prime Minister knows, the Foreign Secretary 
believes that the Competition portfolio would be a good one to 
get, particularly if satisfactorily enhanced. With UK state 
aids (as a proportion of GDP) now only half those of the FRG, 
Italy and France, we have a strong "level playing field" 
interest in the Commission enforcing the competition rules 

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL 
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actively. Moreover, with the Internal Market portfolio likely 
to be broken up into at least two and possibly three parts 
(Delors intends to make separate arrangements for indirect 
taxation, and Mr Brittan is bidding for financial services), 
it should not be difficult to explain in public that we have 
in fact done well not to retain a cut-down Cockfield 
portfolio. 

The Foreign Secretary agrees with the Prime Minister's 
view that it would be satisfactory if Mr Millan were to obtain 
the Regional portfolio, as now seems likely. He is inclined 
to think that our interests might also be served if the new 
Irish Commissioner, MacSharry, were to inherit the Social 
portfolio, where a socialist might cause us more difficulty. 
MacSharry's own bid is for Agriculture: we would not wish to 
see it succeed. 

The Foreign Secretary has noted that the Prime Minister 
would prefer that Andriessen stayed at Agriculture. He very 
much agrees; but it now seems virtually certain that 
Andriessen will in fact move to External Relations (where he 
will be good). The front runner for Agriculture is now 
probably Pandolfi: the others are Christophersen, who would be 
better for us but isn't keen on the job, and MacSharry and 
Cardoso, both of whom would be bad. During the European 
Council, the Foreign Secretary plans to put in a word with 
M Delors for Andriessen or Christophersen, stressing the 
importance of the Commission keeping up the pace of its work 
on CAP reform. He will indicate that he does not think the 
appointment of Cardoso or MacSharry would help in this regard. 
(His own view is that the appointment of Pandolfi, though not 
ideal, would not be a disaster.) 

The Prime Minister may wish to see the summary note at 
/ Annex B of the likely changes of most importance to the ITK; 

but the Foreign Secretary sees no need for her to take any 
action on this subject at Rhodes. 

I am copying this letter to Alex Allan (HM Treasury), 
Shirley Stagg (MAFF), Neil Thornton (DTI) and Roger Lavelle. 

e-cl-im—p40d—.LN}1gkbL 
(J S Wall) 
Private Secretary 

C D Powell Esq 
10 Downing Street 

CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL 



ANNEX A 

President 
	

Delors 

Vice-Presidents 

Commissioners 

Natali (Italy: Development) 

Narjes (FRG: Industry) 

Andriessen (Netherlands: 
Agriculture) 

Cockfield (UK: Internal Market) 

Christophersen (Denmark: Budget) 

Mann (Spain: Social) 

Cheysson (France: North/South) 

Varfis (Greece: Structural, 
Consumer) 

de Clercq (Belgium: External 
Relations) 

Mosar (Luxembourg: Energy) 

Clinton-Davis (UK: Environment, 
Transport) 

Ripa di Meana (Italy: Information, 
Culture) 

Sutherland (Ireland: Competition) 

Schmidhuber (FRG: Regional, 
Economic) 

Cardoso (Portugal: Fisheries) 

Pandolfi 

Bangemann 

[staying] 

Brittan 

[staying] 

[staying] 

Mme Scrivener 

Mme Papandreou 

van Miert 

Dondelinger 

Millan 

[staying] 

MacSharry 

[staying] 

[staying] 

Matutes (Spain: Credit, SMEs) 	[staying] 
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ANNEX B 

Mr Brittan's target now is Competition (ex-Sutherland) 
plus Financial Institutions (ex-Cockfield) 

Consumer Protection (ex-Varfis) 
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 

(ex-Matutes) 

 Bangemann is likely to secure Internal Market (ex-Cockfielt 
minus Indirect Tax (? to Mae Scrivener) 
and (possibly) minus Financial Institutions 
(? to Britten) 
plus Industry (ex-Narjes) 

 Andriessen is likely to have External Relations (ex-de 
Clercq), and be replaced at Agriculture by 
Pandolfi, Christophersen, Cardoso or MacSharry. 
(Christophersen, though he would prefer to retail.: 
Budget, would be best for us; Pandolfi second 
best; MacSharry worst) 

 Mr Millen's target has been Social (ex-Marin) or Regional 
(ex-Schmidhuber). He is likely to secure 
Regional. It might be best for us if Social went 
to MacSharry (not a socialist, and best kept out 
of Agriculture). 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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I am copying this to th recipients of your letter. 
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MR J M G TAYLOR 
44/h4reel  Cb,M',!). 	44ve 
giren/C0 46.L.S /1/-  Woe 

4(41.,i- et 	. C04,1„1- 
At "'ik 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

From: Sir G.Littler 
Date: 30 November 1988 

c.c.  Mr Lankester 
Mr R I G Allen 

‘t  

111  

I think it would be worth your writing to Mr Powell to convey the 

Chancellor's comment recorded in your minute of 28 November to me. 

I suggest the following: 

(Geoffrey Littler) 

To Charles Powell Esq 
10 Downing Street 	

5-.c. Lyn Parker, F.C.O. 
Shirley Stagg, M.A.F.F. 

Neil Thornton, D.T.I. 

Roger Lavelle, Cab.Ott. 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 	 - 
' ie Civoo 	 kito it 24 Nove„44 	&, Patar, cfrif 5-tepie-on 	reio 	2°1 Naiehkr. 

Pc is 
)he 	Chernce-1-tili-we!pvery much at one  with the comments recorded in 

104,13 	A ( 1p 
12.• 	

.
• 	 . 	- 	•2)  he 

shares the PrI;ime Minister's dislike of the idea of a Southerner 
</I-okk  hvw-)  4f2 

for the Agriculture portfolio, tile fears 	Tric4maff 	la  be ..7-r• 

W /Ae knows Megienimn as a fellow Finance Minister 
i,vdr-,/k 81414,, kt  
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Treasury Chambers, Parliament Street, SW1P 3AG 
01-270 3000 

1 December 1988 

Charles Powell Esq 
10 Downing Street 
LONDON 
SW1 

frevr Ai4 

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS 

The Chancellor has seen your letter of 24 November to Lyn Parker , 
and Stephen Wall's reply of 29 November. He is very much at one 
with the comments recorded in both letters. 	In particular, he 
shares the Prime Minister's dislike of the idea of a Southerner 
for the Agriculture portfolio. He fears, however, that MrSharry, 
whom he knows as a fellow Finance Minister, would be even worse. 
In short, he shares the Foreign Secretary's view in paragraph 3 of 
Annex B of Stephen Wall's letter. 

I am copying this to the recipients of your letter. 

t',41) *aft 

JMG TAYLOR 
Private Secr tary 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Pm UKRF0  BRUSSELS (SECOND CCRRECTED VERSCN) 	

6k7  C 
1C,1/4 

TO DESKBY 1909007 PCC 
TE! NO 396. 	

113 OP 1617057 DECEmBER 88 
:tn IMmEDIATE 07CD miSTS 
INFO PRIORITY STRASBOURG. UKMIS NEW YOR;K, UKmIS GENEVA UKDEL 
INFO PRIORITY OSCOW 

FRAME SENPRAL 

COMMISSION PORTPOLTOS 
FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF COMmISSION PRESS RELPASE: 

LE PRESIDENT DELORS A RPUNI A VILS-LP-TEmPLE LPS mEMBRFS DER:GNPS 
DE LA COMMISSION QUI PRENDRA SFS ONOTIONS LP 6 JANVIER. AVANT 
D'OUVRIR.LA JOURNEE DP TRAVAIL CONSACREE AUX ORIENTATIONS nE LA 
PROCHAINE. COMMISSION ET 	SES METHODES DE TRAVAIL_ LA REPARTITION 
DES ATTRIBUTIONS A ETC ARRETFE rOmmE sH7T 

jACQUES DELORS 
SECRETARIAT GENERAL CT SERVICE JURIDIQUE 
APPAIRES MONETARTES 
SERVICE DU PORT E opRoLc 
CELLULE DE PROSPECTIVE 
SERVICE crimmuN INTERPRETATION-CONFERENCES 
BUREAU DE SECURITE 

FRANS ANDRIFSSEN 
RELATIONS EXTERIEURPS ET POLITIOHE COMmERrTALP 
ronPERATION AVEC LEG AUTREs PAYS EUROPE:ENS 

HENNING CHRISTOWHFqSEN 
ppr=pp.,7,7s FonNnmiguEG 77 TzTNANCIERES 
COORDINATION DES PONDS STRUCTURFLS 
OFFICE STATISTIQUE 

MANUEL MARIN 
COOPERATION ET DEVELO:7;PPmE 
POLITIOUF DP LA PEC,-,P 

FILIPPO mARTA PANDOLPT 
SCIENCE. RECHERCHE ET DEVELOPPEMENT 
TEF*commuNICATIONS. INDUSTRIES nE L'INFORmATION ET  70Vt111-701\; 
CENTRE COMMUN DP RECHERCHE 

mARTIN BANGFmANN 
MARCHE INTERIEUR ET APT:AIRES INDHSTRIPLLES 
RELATIONS AVEC LP PARLEmENT 

LEON BRITTAN 
POLITIOUE DE LA CONCURRFNrP 
INSTITUTIONS PINANCIERES 

CARLO RIPA DP mEANA 



• 
ENVIRCININEYENT 
SECURITE 'NuCLFATw,7 
PRO7ECTION CIVILE 

ANTONIO CARDOSO E cHN:-(2,  
1çrrj ArYer.N17s7PQ-77oN 
ENERGIE ET AGENCE D'APpRoVISITY7r\T   
01E. ARTISANAT. COmYERCE. 7OLTSmE 
ECONOMIE SOCIALE (C0007W:TIO T LIT-7,  

ABEL miA7L7E5 
DOI ITIOHE mEDITERRrNFENNE 
RELATIONS AVEC L'AmERIQUE TE 

RELATIONS NORD-SUD 

PETER SCI-omia-q 1BER 
BUDGET 
CONTROLE FINANIC77.7? 

CHRTSTIAN2 SCRIVENER 
FTSCAL77E E7  UNION DO;)Aw:FR7 
QUESTIONS RELATIVES AUY PREIEVEmENT 0i70.7GATOIRES CDRELFVEmENTS 
Fiscnuy ET SOCIAUX) 

BRUCE MILLAN 
00L.77701 JES REG7ONALES 

JEAN DONDFLINGER 
AFFAIRS AUDIOVISUELLES E. CULTURE,_LES 
INFORMATION ET COMMUNICATION 
EUROPE DES CTTOYENS 
OFFICE DES PUBLICATIONS 

RAY mincsi-g4PRy 
AGRICUtTURE 
DEVEL000EMENT RURA 

KAREL VAN mIERT 
TRANS00 7S 
CREDITES PT TINIVPSTISPiPPV7  
OROTPCTTON PT PROmOTION DES INTERFTS DES CONSOmmATEURS 

VASSO PADANDREOU 
EmP'..O7. RELATIONS INDHSTRTFLUES PT AFEATRIES SOCIALES 
RESROORCES HUMAINFS. EDUCATION ET FORMATIoN 

POLLOWS. 

HANNAY 

YYYY 
ADVANCE 	25 
FRAME GENERAL 
RESIDENT CLERK 
PS/SOFS 
PS/MRS CHALKER 
KERR FCC) 
LAVELLE CAB 
Ps 
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Em UKRF0 BRUSSELS 
TO DESKBY 1909007 FCC 
TPLNO 3958 
OF 1713607 DEcs;ypF.R Fke 
INFO IMMEDIATE OECD 7,1- ; 
INFO PRIORITY STRASCRG.. 
INFO PRIORITY mnscn 

FRA1i7 GENERA'__ 

UKREP TELNO 3941 
COmmISRION or.3R7r-ToLInR 	comm7v7 

SOmMARY 
A CHRATE'S ERG_ PS URUAL.  -WO BRITISH COmmTSRIONERs GET 

SUBSTANTIAL PORTFOLIOS. INSUEFICIENCY OP LOAVES AND FISHES 70 GO 
ROUND 17 COmmISSIONES LEADS AGAIN TO mANY AWKWARD DIVISIONS OE 
RESPONSIBILITY. RECOmMENDATIONS FOR !v 555 TO AND MEETINGS WITH 
NEW APPOINTEES. 

DETAIL 
THE ALLOCATION OF ooR77n:o IN; T',-%E. 'NEA1 OOISSION ,GEFms To 

HAVE GONE REmARKABLY SmOOTHLY. AND RAPIDLY_ TPE OUTCOmE 
CORRESPONDI)AG EXACTLY To 	Dq.c147:7 wpiTcpi WAS AVAILABLE 7N BRIjssELs 
JUST BEFORE THE MEETING BEGAN 7N THE ARDENNES. 0NY CARDOSO_ THE 
PORTUGUESE COmmTSSIONER BEWATED HIS LOT. AND HE wAS GIvEN sPoRT 
SHRIFT. 

IN THE LAST TWO WEE;KS oFLoRs -419 BEEN GRADHALY SLOTTING 
IECES INTO PLACE nND IT WAS CLFAR P F7W DAYS AGO 71-J3- 	rimy 

REMAINING PROBLEM WAS WIT 	'ARIN_ 	,;:i7)nkTs'-; VICE-PRESIDENT_ WHO 
i-r.pD SET HIS HEART ON PAVING THE BUDGET AND WAS RESISTING DELORS' 
CHOICE FOR Him OF DEVELOPMENT AID. THERE wAS 'UCH TALK OE AN 
INTERVENTION ON PIS BEHALE BY THE SPANTSP PRIME MINISTER WHO SAW 
DELORS ON 12 DECEMBER. WTEVF 	E TRUTH OE 71-1.AT DELORS -iPS GOT 
HIS WAY_ THE DEVELOaliENT PILL BEING SWEETENED FOR mARIN BY THE 
ADDITION OE THE FISHERIES PORTEOL70. 

THE Two BRITISH COmmISSIONERS HAVE GOT SUBRTANTIAL POTFOLTOS. 
IN ADDFITON TO COMPET7TION 00, _,7CY WHICH HAS BEEN STEADILY GA7N7NG IN 
SIGNIFICANCE OVER RECENT YEARS AND IS SET TO CONTINUE TO Do RO IN 
FUTURE. MR BRITTAN HAS RESPONSIBILITY EOR FINANCIAL SERVICES 
(BANKING_ INSURANCE ETC.): BUT CONSUMER POLICY WAS WHISKED AWAY FROM 
HI m AT THE LAST mOmENT TO mAKE UP W77G,-,T FOR vcAi Y7FR7's ooR0L:o. 
MR MILLAN IS RESPONSIBLE NOT ONLY FOR THE mi)CH EXPANDED REGIONAL 

POLICY For ALSO EOR THE 7NTEGRATED YIEDT—ERRPNFPNogn7ipp.Nw7,r; pNip ;:c1R  

OTHER INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT O:DERPTTONS: 9U-7 	 1-4E wps 

NOT PR LE TO 3RI7E RURA1. DEVE.-00mENT 	r‘JEC,J O9,777-TVE 5(B)) AWAY 
FROM AGRICULTURE. 

-HERE PRE P NUYIRER OP rJ7 7.;? :LfjEs 	S TN -f:pE NEw 

APPOINTmENTS. TRADE POLIcY, 	-7 7. URUGUAY ROUND A-  ITS HEART_ TS 

THE ,7X0ERTENCED '--4PNID5 OE AvORT. T.,ssE, TFq7NRLF mARKET onR77oL7cL 
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ALBEIT 	LIT7I.E TRUNCATED EROM THE ONE HELD BY LORD COCKETE..D. 
TOGETHER WITH THE OLDER. RUSTBELT INDUSTRIES_ GO TO BANGEmANN AN: 
ECONOMIC (AS WELL AS A POLITICAL) LIBERAL WHO IS NOT LIKELY 75 
EAVOUR OVER-REGULATORY AND INTERVENTIONIST POLICIES. 1%-lE BUDGET Hos 
FALLEN 70 SCHmTDHUBER WHOSE INTENSELY CAUTIOUS cimvsPvP77F, mAY 
PROVE AN ASSET THERE_ ALTHOUGH HIS ABSENCE OE CLOUT WITH HIS 
COLLEAGUES WP.L CERTAINLY N07. THE LUXEmBOURRF, DONDEGFR CJ 

BRING AN APPROACH TO BROADCPSTTNG. CULTURE PAD AUDIO-VISUAL WORK 
mUCH1 CLOSER 7n OUR 7H INKING TAN 7HAT c1.7.7 	0R7D7.cEss07,,_ .7?To. 

AopoINTmENT 07 p 97PAQAT7 oOmMTRSTONER FOR If73CAL OUFSTIDNs AND ONE 
WITHOUT PNY VERY FIXED IDEAS ON '.--!nw TO PROCEED_ COULD REDL!flE 7H7 
TENSIONS IN THIPT SFC7oR. 

THERE ARE HOWEVER A N1UYBER OE LESS ENCOURAGING ARPFOTS TO THE 
APPOINTmENTS. 77 IS BAD NEWS -n-0747 77i-4  NEET) TO PACIFY mART ,-AS LED 
To A SPANIARD GETTING THE FISHERIES PORTEOLTO. -DWEVER GO:7:J 
mpcsARRy's REc7N7 TRACK RECORD clf=1 A 7TNANCE mINIST7R. 
APPOINTmENT OE AN TRISHmAN 70 THE AGRIcULTURAL DORTED_IC 75 HARDLY 
IKELY TO BOOST THE 0pois7 OF cpp RE7oRm. T4.7 c0NrEN-77.70N 0= 

SPANIARDS IN THE THIRD WORLD JnE.Js mEANS THAT RELATIONS WITH LATIN 
AMERICA WILL GET MUCH MORE ATTENTION: mARIN. WITHOUT A WORD 07 
ENGLISH AND WITH A QUARRELSOME DISPOSITION_ SEEmS UNLIKELY 7nmA ,.7 
succres (:) THE 10ME RF-NEGOTTATION, THE APPOINTMENT OF RIDA T0 
HANDLE ENVIRONMENT IS HARD TO TAKE SERIOUSLY. AND PuTTTNG PROBABLY 
THE MOST LEFT-WING OF THE NEW COMMISSIONERS. mS PAPANDREOIL IN 
SOCIAL AEEAIRS HARDLY BODES WELL EOR US(r);,- nRs DID TRY FOR SOmE 
WEEKS TO IDENTIFY A NON-SOCIALIST FOR THAT JOB BUT FINALLY PBANDONED 
THAT APPRoAcH WHEN mACSHARRY WAS NEEDED ELSEWHERE). 

THE VERY NUMEROUS OVERLAPS BETWEEN OUR OWN DIVISION OP 
MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND THOSE IN THq. NEW COmmISSION mAKES 
IT DIFFICULT To PUT FORWARD DETAILED RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MESSAGES 70 
THE NEW COmmTSSIONERS. BUT.. GENERALLY SPEAKING, 7 WOULD RECOMMEND 
THAT MINISTERS WHO NORmALLY GO TO PARTICULAR COUNCILS SHOULD SEND 
mESSAGES TO THE COmmISSIONERS THEY WILL EXPECT TO MEET AT THEm (70 
EXISTING COMMISSIONERS WITH CHANGEDJOBR AS WELL AS TO NEW ONES), 371c. 
ADOTTUIN I WOULD RECOEND mESSAGES EROM LORD YOUNG TO BANGEmANN AND 
TO ANDRIESSEN: AND FROM YOURSELF To ANDRIESSEN AND TO mATUTES. 

mORE ImPORTANT THAN mESSAGES.I ECO'fiNIENT) T-1 A7  WE 0117  IN HAND 
A SYSTEMATIC EFFORT 70 ENSURE THAT SUBSTANTIAL BILATERAL mEETINGS 
BETWEEN EACH OP THE NEW COmmISSIONERS AND OUR OWN mINISTFRS ARE 
ORGANISED WITHIN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1989, SUCH MEETINGS CAN EITHER 
BE ARRANGED IN BRUSSELS. IN SOME CASES TACKED ON 70 A COUNCIL 
MEETING. OR BY INVITING THE NEW COMmISSTONERS 70 LONDON (MORE 
PRACTICAL WHEN THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES COVER mORE THAN ONE OP OUR OWN 
MINISTERS), OTHER MEMBER STATES WILL NOT BE BACKWARD IN PRESSING 
THEIR OWN POINTS OF VIEW ON THE NEWCOMERS AND WE CANNOT AEPORD To Dr, 
OTHERWISE. 

RESIDENT CLERKD PLEASE ENSURE THIS TELEGRAm AND mY THR ARE 
AVAILABLE TO THOSE ATTENDING 7.47 PAC ON 19 DECEMBER (09/ S OP S. 
PS/MRS CHALKER_ KERR). 

HANNAY 
ADVANCE 
RESIDENT CLERK 
PS/SOFS 
PS/MRS CHALKPR 
KERR ECO 
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