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P E R S O N A L A N D C O N F I D E N T I A L 

Ref. A09455 

P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

Northern Ireland 

Northern Ireland i s l ikely to become a more urgent political problem 

following the Election than i t has been for many months past . Though the previous 

Administration tr ied to make progress with the Northern Ireland P a r t i e s with i ts 

so -ca l led " f r a m e w o r k " proposals , i n pract ice everybody was marking time i n the 

months before the E lect ion . Both the Unionists and the SDLP believed that they 

stood to gain more after the Elect ion than before, and so neither was prepared 

to move off i ts entrenched positions. The Unionists want to return to full 

devolved government of the pre-1972 Stormont kind. They a r e f irmly opposed to 

any kind of power- sharing in government with the minority . The S D L P seek to 

participate i n the government of Northern Ire land and they w i l l r e s i s t any moves 

which, in their view, wi l l make i t more difficult for them to achieve their long

term aim of a united Ire land. The impress ion has built up in Northern Ire land 

that the period of political inactivity before the Election was a prelude to some 

new initiative by an incoming Government with the authority of a fresh mandate. 

2.* Expectations are also high in Dublin and the United States. The I r i s h 

Republic G*o vernm e nt have in general been reasonably helpful to us over Northern 

Ireland in the recent past, but they are under constant p r e s s u r e to take a tougher, 

more nationalist l ine . One source of that p r e s s u r e i s from the I r i s h lobby in 

the United States. The United States Government come under s i m i l a r p r e s s u r e 

from the same direction. The approach of election year in the United States 

wi l l add to this p r e s s u r e ; recent speeches by Speaker O 'Nei l l and 

Governor C a r e y a r e a foretaste. So far they too have been helpful in their 

approach to Northern Ire land . But i f we a r e not seen to be taking some early 

and positive steps to bring about some progress , i t wi l l be increasingly difficult 

for both the I r i s h and A m e r i c a n Governments not to become more c r i t i c a l in 

private and in public. This would encourage the S D L P to make more extreme 

demands; and the Unionists would take fright and in turn become even l e s s 

disposed to compromise . 
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