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IMPOUNDING OF PRIME MINISTER COF THE YEMEN REPUBLIC®*S AIRCRAET

g THE YEMENI AIRWAYS AIRCRAFT WHICH CAME TO COLLECT MR ABDUL
GHANT, PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMNEN :

HIS VISIT TO BRITAIN (21-30 NCVEMBER) REMAINS STRANDED AT
HEATHREOW AIRPCRT UNDER A HIGH COURT NCTION TAEEN OUT BY
BRITISH MIDLAND AIRWAYS (BMA).
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INCONVENIENCE CAUSED AND THE LORD PRIVY SEAL SPOKE TG MR ABDUL

GHAKI ON THE EVENING OF THE INCIDENT. MR HURD ALSC EXPERESSED OUR :
DEEP REGRET IN TWO MEETIHCS WITH THE YAR AMBASSADOR. |

P (IF ASKED) HMG SOUGHT AND OBTAINED AN ASSURANCE (ORAL) EROM

BMA THAT NO ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST THE AIRCRAFT., IN THE

DYENT, DESPITE THIS ASSURANCE, AN INJUNCTION WAS OBTAINED BY BMA.

i, YEMENI AIRWAYSY SOLICITORS IM LOEDCN STILL HOPE TO OVERTURN
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6.  THE INCIDENT HAS SOURED UK/YAR RELATIONS AND UNDERMINED MUCH
OF THE GOODWILL GENERATED BY THE PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT. THE YAR
GCVERKMENT HAVE RECALLED THEIR AMBASSADOR AND STATED THAT THEY
LOOK TO HMG TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF THE AIRCRAFT SINCE WE HAD
CONVEYED THE ASSURANCE THAT NO ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST IT.
BMA CLAIM THAT THE ASSURANCE WAS ONLY GIVON ON CONDIZION Tiat
THEIK DISPUTE WITH YEMENI ATRWAYS FOR TWO MILLION POUNDS
COMPENSATION FOLLOWING CANCELLATION IN FEBRUARY 1978 OF A
LEASING CONTRACT WOULD BE RAISED IN THE OFFICTAL TALKS. NO
UNDERTAKING WAS GIVEN. 3

T. FEELING IN THE YAR CONTINUES TO RUN HIGH AND THERE
THAT THE ISSUE MICHT

1
1T ALSC APPEARS THAT YEMEN IS NOW

SUCH

HAVE REEN
EE MADE A 'GENERAL ARAB' ONE.
REPUSING SOME IMPORT LICENCES
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PERSONAL MESSAGE
10 DOWNING STREEgERl AL No. i “"’31""‘7-

THE PRIME MINISTER 6 December 1979

I was most distressed to learn that you had been prevented
from returning to Sana'a on 30 November at the end of your visit
to Britain as a guest of Her Majesty's Government because of

British Midland Airways'  injunction on the Yemenia'aircraft.

This was a most embarrassing development which i whole-
heartedly deplore. I must apologise most profoundly to you for
the embarrassment and inconvenience which you and your Tamily
and all the members of your party suffered as a result of

British Midland Airways' action.

It is my sincere hope that this unfortunate incident will
not affect the excellent relations between our two countries,
and in particular that the gOodwill which your visit has generated
will not be lost. Both our governments must build on the positive
results of your visit to strengthen our friendship still further
and Her Majesty's Government certainly intend to work sincerely

~ to achieve this objective.

His Excellency Mr. Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani.




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1

6 December 1979
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Yemen Arab Republic

You should know that the otherwise successful visit
of the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic, who called
on Mrs Thatcher on 22 November, ended on a rather sour note.

British Midland Airways who have a claim amounting to some
£2 million against Yemen Airways arising from the latter's
cancellation of a contract to lease two BMA aircraft in
February 1978 obtained a High Court injunction impounding the
aircraft which had come to collect the Prime Minister and his
party on 30 November. As a result the party were obliged to
remain overnight in London (the Prime Minister was also
accompanied by his wife, who is expecting a baby in a month's
time) and to travel by another airline the following day.

The situation, and our embarrassment, was made a great
deal worse by the fact that the Yemenis sought our assurance
that the dispute between the airlines would not present any
difficulties over the arrival and departure of the Prime
Minister on a Yemeni aircraft. When we took the matter up with
British Midland they assured us that they would not embarrass
the Prime M nister. We duly told the Yemenis we saw no problem.
The company now claim that their assurance was given against an
undertaking that the dispute would be raised in the official
talks. No such undertaking was given and when BMA were subsequently
told on two occasions that the matter would not be raised they
did not challenge this.

The incident has inevitably affected our bilateral relations
to which the visit had given a useful boost. Although the Prime
Minister's reaction was restrained, the YAR government, like us,
have been made to look very foolish. They have reminded us that
this was an official visit and say they expect HMG to retrieve
their aircraft. Mr Hurd has exvlained to the YAR Ambassador
that while we deplore BMA's action we are unable to intervene in
a civil dispute and that the Yemen Airways legal adviser should
continue his efforts to get the injunction lifted. The Ambassador
has also indicated that an apology from HMG at a high level would
be welcomed and this is obviously the least gesture we can make
towards a guest of the Government who has been seriously
embarrassed by the action of a British company in breach of an
assurance which we had obtained from them.

M O'D B Alexander Esq
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An oral apology has already been given to the Yemen Prime
Minister by the Lord Privy Seal. But a written apology would
naturally have greatest impact if it went from the Prime Minister.
The Yemeni Ambassador has suggested this on instructions from
his Prime Minister. Lord Carrington hopes, therefore, that the
Prime Minister can agree to send such a message. I attach a
draft text which can be sent to Sana'a by telegram; the signed
original can then follow by bag.

We are considering in addition what to say to BMA.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Stuart Hampson

(Denartment of Trade).
k7;-/'1‘-—7.<,¢*‘---'4’/

/y\«
)/// (P Lever)

Private Secretary
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' . DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Draft/Final 14

. FROM: Reference

Prime Minister

DEPARTMENT: TEL. NO:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION TO: Your Reference

His Excellency the Prime Minister
Lopibeciet of the Yemen Arab Republic
Secret Mr Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani Copies to:
Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified
PRIVACY MARKING SUBJECT:
.................. In Confidence Your Excellency,
CANVEAT 3z 005 sis sl sules I was most distressed to learn that you had been

prevented from returning to Sana'a on 30 November at the
end of your visit to Britain as a guest of Her Majesty's
Government because of British Midland Airways'

injunction on the Yemenia aircraft.

This was a most embarrassing development which I

wholeheartedly deplore.  As—you—know the weempany had
—assured the—Fereign and-Cemmonweadth Office that, while

they hoped the—dispute would soon he—resolved, Tthey had To
}?_infﬁ‘tion causin during Youe.

Excellency's visit, and-ourAmbassador-was—instrueted in

good faith to NNCE Ol to— ove e
apologise most profoundly to vou for the embarrass-

ment and inconvenience which you and your family and all

the members of your party suffered as a result of
British Midland Airways' action.

I know you will underst the nature of our

legal system preclu the Government interveni

Enclosures—flag(s)........... civil dispute

this sort between two prij
d that YEMENIA's legal advi
e Foreign and Commonwealt

able to explain the positi

te bodies.
I underst
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er is in tcuch
ffice and they will

in more detail,
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It is my sincere hope that this unfcrtunate incident
will not affect the excellent relations between our two
countries, and in particular that the goodwill which your
visit has generated will not be lost. Both our
governments must build on the positive results of your
visit to strengthen our friendship still further and Her

Majesty's Government certainly intend to work sincerely

to achieve this objective,
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From the Private Secretary - 23 November 1979
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Call by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic

i S, i ——

The Prime Minister of the Yemen Avrab Repubklie, Mr. Abdul
Ghani, called on the Prime lMinister ytherddv evening as arranged.
He was accompanied by Mr. Shohati, Mr. Muhanni, Mr. Eriyani and

one other official. WMr. Moberley and Mr. Walker were also present.

The conversation was not of ﬂuff;ﬁient interest to warrant
a formal record but one or two points that arose may be worth :
noting. R !

On relations between his country and South Yemen, Mr. Abdul
Ghani said that the Scuth Yemen was moving increasingly close
to the Soviet bloe-. As a result, the unity talks between the
two countries were going extremely slowly. The majority of the
pecople in his country wanted to live under a democratic regime
with a mixed economy and scope for free enterprise. They would
not accept a totalitarian system. Mr. Abdul Ghani compared the
policies of his Governmeut with those of Mrs. Thatcher iw
encouraging individual initiative. He gaid that this policy
was in keeping with the Arab character and was working well.

As part of his democratic policy, Me. Abdul. Ghani. said that
the Government was ODCOH?dﬁjﬂg the drv Jopment of small industry
in the Yemen Arab Republic. He saw considera hTe scope for
enterprise based on British knowmhow, Arab capit Pl and Yemen labour.
He said that he was very satisfied with relations between his
country and the United Kingdom and that his vigsit was going well.
He expressed interest in the prospect of an investment guarantee
agreement with the United Kingdom. The Prime Minister said that
she understood that he would be discussing this further with
Mr. Hurd the following day and that she hoped that agreement could
be reached. More generally, Mr. Abdul Ghani said he was seeking
closer links with individual Western countries and with the EEC.
He expressed the hope that Britain would supnort the development
of closer links between the YAR and the EEC. He was hoping for
an increase in aid. He preferred to develop relations with the
West, particularly in education, rather than with the Soviet
bloci<.

There was a brief discussiocn of the Arab/Israeli dispute.
Mr. Abdul Ghani said that he welcomed the Foreign and Commonwealth

BRI o ] /Secretary's




Secretary's sveech at the UN General Assembly in September.

He thought that Britain had a role to play and hoped that we

would be prepared to go further in the recognition of Palestinian
rights. The Middle East looked to Britain for guidance and leader-
ship. The Prime Minister said that recent initiatives seemed tO
have run into the sand. The Camp David process was at present
getting nowhere. She recalled her discussion with King' Hussein in
October. Referring to his efforts to get the PLO to moderate

their terrorist activities, she said thatt it was these activities
which prevented her from recognising the PLO. The world was taking
note of what the PLO had to say and there was therefore no longer
any need for them to indulge in terrorist activity. It was not
enough to talk about the rights of the Palestinians to self-
determination. The matter had to be thought through more thoroughly.
Acknowledgement of the Palestinian's rights and of Israel's right

to exist would have to be simultaneous. Mr. Abdul Ghani said the
PIO had come a long way since the hijacking incidents of the

early 70s. If the Palestinian right to a homeland was accepted,

it would be easier to influence them. But it would be very
difficult for the Palestinians to acknowledge Israel's right to
exist. Mr. Moberley commented that a Security Council resolution
coupling the two aspects of the problem might be helpful.

The meeting ended with expressions of mutual esteem.
Mr. Abdul Ghani invited the Prime Minister to visit the Yemen
Arab Republic. The Prime Minister indicated an interest in
visiting the Middle East in due course. The Prime Minister also
expressed the hope that another member of the Government might
be able to visit the YAR at some stage. =

VA e

//A@ﬂ, A/gu,(ww% («r:

Paul Lever, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Call by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic

His Excellency Mr Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani will call on the
Prime Minister at 6.00 pm on Thursday, 22 November. He will
be accompanied by Mr Ahmad Muhsin Al Muhanni, Minister of
Municipalities who also acts as Deputy Foreign Minister and
| Mﬁ either Mr Mohammed Hizam Al Shohati, Minister of the Economy,
/A”m 425 }or by the YAR Ambassador Mr Al-Eryani. Mr Walker, our
ﬂmAﬁlQPMwL' Ambassador in Sana'a will also be available if required.
7 - I enclose briefing for the Prime Minister's use together
with Personality Notes on Mr Abdul Ghani and his party. They
all speak good English.

Mr J C Moberly, Assistant Under-Secretary of State, will
accompany Mr Abdul Ghani on the call.

\/ou/s &8

St

(P Lever)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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CONFIDENTIAL

BRIEF

CALL BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Introduction

1 This will be the first official visit by a Yemeni Prime
Minister to the U.K. However Mr Abdul Ghani came here
frequently between 192]1=-75 as Governor of the Central Bank

and has since made several private visits.
ﬂ.

2. The Yemen Arab Republic (¥AR) 3s of political importance
because of its strategic position in the Arabiadn Peninsula
and in the Red Sea area. As such it is a target for sub-
version for th® Soviet Union and the Marxist People's Demo-
cratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY). A hostile regime in the
YAR, particuTErLy if "aligned with PDRY, would threaten Saud1
security and the stability of the whole peninsula. Mr Abdul
Ghani's visit provides an opportunity to express our support
for the moderate non-aligned policy of the YAR. We should
however have no illusions over the durability of the present
regime. The Prime Minister has survived in office through
two Presidential assassinations and though President Saleh's
position now appears stronger than at any time since he came
to power 17 months ago, it cannot be considered secure.

LpE Mr Abdul Ghani is anxious that his visit should add
substance to our relations in the economic, cultural and
political fields. The YAR is proving to be a growing

market for British firms and the programme includes dis-
cussions with Mr Nott and with bankers and senior businessmen.
Mr Abdul Ghani will also have talks with Lord Carrington
(immediately before the official Llunch) and with the

Minister of State at the FCO.

Points to Make

Bilateral

4 Programme reflects importance of expanding trade
further. UK companies increasingly aware of opportunities
in YAR both for direct exports and as consultants/contractors

for development projects.

5% How is Development Programme progressing? Will continue
to assist through our aid programme within our limited
ability. No major cuts but no increase possible at present.

Important therefore to ensure maximum benefit from current
projects.

CONFIDENTIAL
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_2.....
YAR/PDRY Relations
6. Glad of improvement after fighting in February. But
can we really expect unity? Southern Arabia should not

become an arena for interference by outside powers.

7. How does YAR view growing Soviet influence in PDRY
(recent Friendship Treaty)? How are YAR's relations with
Russia and Saudi Arabia?

Arab/Israel

B Must not jeopardise current peace efforts but concerned
that momentum for a comprehensive settlement should be kepF
up . Ready to play our part in this. Critical of Israeliq

inftex bttty - Nfar example over settlements and autonomy.

9. But Arab side must also be flexible and recognise
Israel's concern for security.

10. We accept importance of PLO for Palestinian views but
dealings with them are difficult while they have not
renounced terrorism and refuse to accept Israel's right to
exist.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BRIEF

CALL BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Essential Facts

= The Yemen Arab Republic, with a population of some
eight million (more than Saudi Arabia), an ancient culture
and a sophisticated but unprofitable system of traditional
agriculture, is one of the most interesting and unusual

countries in the Middle East. It avoided western
colonisation due to the toughness of its people and the
wildness of the terrain. Only in the last decade has it
slowly opened up to outsiders. ;

2% Since the civil war (1962-1970), which ended monarchical
rule, efforts to impose central government control have
produced tribal dissidence and internal instability.
President Saleh Came to power in June 1978. He has survived
at least one assassination attempt and was criticised for

the Yemen Arab Republic's poor performance in the fighting

in February this year with the PDRY. He is however growing
into the job and has for the moment neutralised opposition.
He has tried to broaden the base of the Government to take
account of the various factions: tribal, military, pro-
Saudi, Ba'athists, Leftists. A summary of developments 1in
the YAR during 1979 4is attached.

UK/YAR Relations

3. Cordial. The YAR regards us as a friend with influence
and long experience of the Arabian peninsula. Large Yemeni
community in UK (Sheffield, Cardiff). Very Llittle :
Ministerial contact: Mr Tomlinson (then PUSS, ODM) first
British Minister to visit YAR CApril 1978).

Trade

4 Our exports (mainly machinery, transport equipment and
food stuffs) have increased from £6 million in 1974 to

£48.5 million in 1978 - more than to East Germany. Several
British companies have won major contracts and consultants
active. Cable & Wireless recently signed ten-year agree-

ment worth £20 million. YAR exports to UK negligible.

UK Aid

Sre Modest technical co-operation programme (about 40
experts in YAR, 25 scholarships in UK) costing £1.5 million
per annum. Concentrated in rural sector and English

language teaching.

6. No capital aid in view of YAR's substantial support
from Arab and international sources.

Cn The British Council have an office in Sana'a.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Economic
8. YAR one of the world's poorest countries in terms of
per capita income. No natural resources, little industry
and an inefficient agricultural system. However marked

up-turn 1in the last three years because of (a) the grants
and loans from rich Arab neighbours and international
Institutions and (b) remittances, estimated at £600 million
in 1978, from its one million nationals working in Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf. Government has embarked on an
ambitious five-year development programme (1976-1981)
concentrating on road and port improvements, power statjons
and public services.

Foreign Relations

4 YAR attempts to balance its dependence on Saudi Arabia,
whose financial support is vital, against the opposite in-
fluence of Soviet military aid and the pull of the PDRY.

The Yemenis, both in YAR and PDRY, traditionally regard
themselves as culturally and tribally superior to the Saudis
who reciprocate these prejudices. The Saudi attitude to
YAR is therefore ambivalent: determined to prevent its
subversion by the PDRY but wary lest it become strong enough
to threaten Saudi Arabia itself.

10. YAR relations with the USSR are of long standing but
the YAR has also looked to the West, particularly the USA,
for military supplies. However frustrated by delays 1in
the Saudi-American arms programme, the YAR is reported to
have signed an arms agreement with Russia which will
include MiG-21 aircraft and T62 tanks. A Soviet-PDRY
Treaty of Friendship was signed on 25 October during the
visit to Moscow of Abdul Fattah Ismail, PDRY Head of State.
It contains a provision (standard in Treaties of this kind)
for immediate consultations in situations constituting a
threat to peace. The USSR is a major arms supplier to the
PDRY - Soviet, Cuban and East German advisers play a major
part in many Ministries and the armed forces.

11. Both Yemens are committed to seeking a political union.
But opposition from their respective mentors, the Soviet
Union and Saudi Arabia and the totally opposed ideologies

of the two governments make real union most unlikely. The
two governments recently agreed to increased economic and
cultural co-operation as a first step.

Arab/Israel

12. As an Arab country YAR supports the Palestinians and
front line Arab States against Israel. Criticism of the
Camp David agreement has been low key because of good
relations with .Egypt.

CONFIDENTIAL
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THE YEMEN ARAB PETUBLIC 3 1979

] e At the outset of 1979 the Government of the YAR under an 1
was 1€2f

1nexperienced right wing President, 41i Abdulleh Saleh,

- M p

comparatively unpopular, and isolated. It could not clalm to
control more thaen 50% of the nationzl territory, and the warlike
421di tribesmen of the llorth were client to Saudi “r¢b1d and _
fiercely independent of the Yemeni authorities in Sanz'a. In TRE
Scuth and East the National Democratic H‘Jﬂozﬂt exiles backed by
the Communist Goveﬁn, ent of Aden,was conduc tlnL berllla warfare,
and President Saleh's army, undermunned, noorlv led &nd badly
equipped (its ob°m19+e Soviet equipment had not been renlaced by

the Anerican wearonry long promised by a hecitant Saudi Arsbia)
found it hard to make heodway against them. Despite his weakness,
rresident Saleh provoked retallutlon from the PDRY by launching
cuerillas over its borders, and neglected his relations with other
ATcb states, especially Irao and Libya which had inspired an
“bortive coup attempt ’g51ntt him in Cctober 1978.

2. In February H.D.F. gverjllas and FDRY troops and militia,

with Soviet and Cuban 'advisers' in support, attacked the YAR on

feur fronts. The out-tanked and out-gunned North Yemeni army was
Fforced to “etrp“t and 1t seemed likely that not only would
rresident Saleh' G?vernﬁent collapse, but the southern half
country might be taken over by ean \.;.f. regime which was client
to the Soviet supported PDRY. However Zaidi tribesmen the
forth stiffened YAR milludr" rosjstawce, snd the Arab states, 1
by Iraq, Jordan and Syria, intervened, imposing z cease fire ant
withdrawal of the invading forces. But as a result of his ce

o]
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I'resident Saleh was compelled, at & meeting in Kuwait with the

x1st +fresident of the F)“L, Ismail, to agree to the early
‘1cation of the two Yemens. Cpinion in North femen, ran
”uY against the agreement, as it was believed tnht lsmail,

:
hreatened enother war if union was not achieved, intended to
gain Communist domination of North Yemen by peaceful

X |
1 b
e

b

L

a
o

. ZFfresident Saleh had to explain, privately, that he had
e

Si=tdl
oenly zgreed to give himself time to prepare for further fighting.
De The YAR Government set sbout strengthening its forces,

breoadening its base, and ending its isolation. The re-equipment
of The Army sterted in Februar ry when the Saudls, shocked by the

Ju«.

PORY :tthd, appealed to the Americans to make an emergency delivery
of the long promised eao u1\rﬁﬂt The armed forces were re-organised
and Anm ricans, doraanlons vaudis and Taiwanese arrived te train
them. The Sana'a Gowernlent expanded 1ts nominated legislative

=Ssembly to include its critics and promised general elections
within tne year. In the meantime it conducted the first municipal

elections in the country's history. It gave greater UUbllClty
to 1ts development projects, and its members toured the provinces.

Gradually the Northern trlb s estranged from Saudi Arabia by a
frontier dispute, and realising that the Government did not want
unification,rsllied to its support. In the meantime the YLR sent
missions to Arab capitals to explain the position, and gain support.
They repaired their fences with Libya, Irag, and Ethiopia, all of
whom could cause them trouble.

/4. By
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4 By the autumn the YAR had achieved a position of comparative
rangth vis 4 vis its Communist southern neighbour. The ;"?V

d no friends in the Arab world, its economy was in trouble, and
many of 1ts leaders were strongly cpposed to President Ismail's
policy of 'unification or war'. Durine the late summer they :
compelled him to agree to leave the country while they normzlised

relations between the two Yemens. As a result their leader, the

PDRY Prime h]ﬁl"ter, insisted that he come tec Sana'a for

negotiations at the begipning of Uctober when Ismail was sway in
Bulgaria. This forced tfresident Saleh to insist that his own

Prime Finister, Abdul Ghani, who was due to visit Britain on
1 Dctober, te stay in Sana'a to participate in the negotiations.

D These negotiztions resulted in the tacit abandonment of the
unificeation agreement, in favour of increased econgmic and
cultural co- OQQTuthn. The YAR Government insisted on the free
movenent of populations in the hopes that the interchange might

preduce pressures which would force the ALAden Government te amelior:

1ts Communist rule. But tley realise that the PILRY which has just
signed a 21 Year Treaty of Frendshin with the Soviet Union could
still turn against them =nd attack with Soviet, Cuban, aznd’
uthloplam nllltﬁry support. ©So they are c'ntinu1ng te expand,
train and re-equip their armed forces, which heave a long way tc go
before they are ffmlly effe 2ctive; to cultivate friendship with
other Arab =nd Western st: tps, and to broaden &nd democratise
thelr suvpport within North Yemen.
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aSIC FACTS YEMEN ARAE REPUBLIC

Population: 7.08 million (1973) of whom 1.5 million work abroad

; : : d)
Area: 195,000 km® (75,290 sq miles - about twice the size of Irelan
150,000 approx

(population 90,000 approx

Other Principal Cities: Hodeida ol
- Ta'iz (population 80,000 app

Capital: Sana'a (population

P
L

; d i North
Religion: Muslim. The Zaidis, a branch of the Shia Muslims, in the NoO

and East of the country; and the Shafeis who belong to the orthodox or

Sunni Muslims, on the coastal plain and in the South.

Language: Arabic
GDP: US 22130 m: per capita US 390 (1977)

LS
UK/YAR Trade: (£ million) UK Exports UK Impor
1977 28 .4 0.5
1978 L8 .5 7.3
1979 (up to May 1979) 21.8 0.1

UK Subjects in YAR: There are approximately 500 UKPHs. Most are

employees of British firms and dependants.

Currency: Yemeni Riyal: (YR) 9.3814 = £1.00

Economy: O0il has not been found. Most of the population are engaged 1n

subsistence agriculture. The YAR exports very little, however US £1.3

billion per annum enters the YAR as a result of remittances from Yemeni

workers in Saudi and the Gulf.

Principle Trading Partners: (by percentage) 1977

Imports from:

Japan 152
Saudi Arabia ) 12.8
West Germany 6.8
Untied Kingdom 6.5
India 5.4
UsA 4.7
EEC 28.3

President: Ali Abdullah Saleh
Prime Minister: Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani

.Formally, the President is advised by a People's Constituent Assembly of
159 members. An Advisory Council of 15 members .also meets under the
chairmanship of the President to discuss 1nternal and external matters of
national interest. In practice the support of the armed forces is

essential to maintain power.
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~+BDUL GHANI, ABDUL AZIZ

Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic

Born 1939 at Haifan. Secondary education, teacher training

M - . - . A
course, and one year of teaching in Aden. Colorado University, USA,

1960-64; graduated M Econ. Senior Teacher of English Language,
Social Sciences and Commerce at Bilqis College, Aden, 1964-67.

Then returned to YAR, and from 1968 to 19771 held in quick succession
the posts of Manager of the Yemen Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Minister for Economy, Head of the Technical Office at
the Supreme Council for Planning, and Chairman of the Yemen

Petroleum Company. Governor of the Central Bank 1971-75.

Prime Minister since January 1975.

!gainst expectations, Abdul Ghani has proved a strong and able
administrator, running the Government machine effectively under
successive Presidents Hamdi, Ghashmi and Ali Saleh. He has been
consistently friendly to us, and was delighted with the excellent
treatment he received for a kidney complaint at St Thomas' Hospital
in 1977. He visited his o0ld University, Colorado, in 1978 to receive
an Honorary Degree. ©Perhaps because of this, and the lavish
attention the Americans continue to shower on him, he is inclined

on occasions to favour them rather than us.

Speaks fluent English. Honest and hard working. Has an
agreeable, self-deprecatory, humourous manner. His wife is from
Aden. Has five children, of whom one had polio when young, and
was treated in Great Ormond Street Hospital in August 1976.

CONFIDENTTIAL
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SHOHATI, MOHAMMED HIZAM AL

Minister of Economy since October 1968

Born Ba'dan 1936. Studied at Universities of Georgetown,

Harvard and Hertford College, Oxford (Diploma in Economic
Development). After working for USAID in Sana'a he was employed

as an economics expert with the Kuwait Fund 1965-68, latterly

taking charge of all the Fund's activities. [llember of World Bank

missions to Yemen in 1969 and 1970.

Friendly, frank, helpful and efficient. Clearly well-suited

to his present post. Speaks fluent English.

CONFIDENTTAL
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MUHANNI, AHMAD MUHSIN AL

Minister of Municipalities

Born about 1934 in Sana'a. Educated in Cairo and at Lafayette

College, East Pennslyvania (BSc Chemistry); and Toulaine University

New Orleans where he followed a post graduate course in public
health and tropical medicine.
Returned to YAR in 1960 to work on Taiz water supply. Director

General Ministry of Health 1962/63. 1In 1964 he went toO United
Nations New York as a Regular Officer Technical Assistance.

1971 Chief Project Manager UNIDO, Vienna. 1974 Minister of
Municipalities for four motnhs. He then returned to UNIDO Vienna

as the YAR Representative. Reappointed to his present post 1n

March 1979.

He acts as Minister for Foreign Affairs in the Minster's

absence.

Speaks good English.

UNCLASSIFIED




C( DENTIAL

ERIYANI, MR MUHAMMAD ABDULLAH AL
YAR Ambassador to London

Born in 1934. On completion of secondary education in 1958, entered

the Military College, graduating in 1961.

Held successive commands, eventually becoming Commander in Chief
of YAR Armed Forces in 1973. A Founder Member of the Yemen Union
Political Party, constituted in 1973 and dissolved following coup in

June 1974 which brought Colonel Hamdi to power. Appointed Ambassador
to London July 1974.

Holds rank of Lt Colonel but prefers to be known as '"Mr'". While
in London he has learnt English and become a popular and respected member

of the Diplomatic Corps. Has two wives and eight children.

CONFIDENTTIAL
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| From the Private Secretary 8 Qctober 1979 i.
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i yISIT BY THE pRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN |

{ ARAB_REPUBLIC -
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ﬁ I am writing to confirm that the i

_\ prime Minister is looking forward toO

& seeing the above gentleman on Thursday

| 292 November a2t 1800 hours at 10 Downing l

| Street. | 1 _ LT

a You will kindly be submitting 2

§ pbrief toO reach this Office not later

| than Monday 19 November.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1

2 October 1979

jkb“ Jﬂﬂ&haée,

Visit by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab
- Republic

As I have already told you by telephone, Mr Abdul Ghani,
who was to have called on the Prime Minister at 1015 today has
been asked by President Saleh to postpone his visit. We
assume that this is in connection with the talks which have
been taking place in Sana'a in the last few days with the
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen about proposals for
unity between the two countries.

The Yemenis have asked whether it may be possible to
re-arrange the visit for the second half of November. We ~
would like to give them a positive response, since the Jusitl=
fication for the visit, which we originally proposed, remains.
Could you let me know whether the Prime Minister is agreeable,
subject to a suitable time being found, to receiving Mr Abdul
Ghani briefly on the same basis as originally planned?

YOWS A2

ol

Paul Lever

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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COVERING CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1

28 September 1979
VB foifond . Kach s
Call by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab f/zlh/\

Republic =

The Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic, Mr Abdul
Aziz Abdul Ghani will call on the Prime Minister at 10.15
on Tuesday 2 October. He will be accompanied by Dr Hassan
Muhammed Makki, Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Minister, and either Mr Mohammed Hizam Al
Shohati, Minister of Economy, or the YAR Ambassador in
London, Mr Mohammed Abdullah Al-Eryani.

Subject to developments at the Rhodesia Conference, Lord
Carrington would propose to be present at the meeting. Mr
Walker, our Ambassador in Sana'a, will also be available if
required.

I enclose briefing for the Prime Minister's use, together
with personality notes on Mr Abdul Ghani and his party. They
all speak good English.

I am writing spearately about a particular aspect of our
assistance to Yemen.

YO(MS St

e

Paul Lever

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street

COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

CALL BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Introduction

1 This will be the first official visit to the U.K. by

a Yemeni Prime Minister. However Mr Abdul Ghani came here
frequently as Governor of the Central Bank from 1971-75 and
has since paid several private visits.

2 The YAR has assumed increasing importance for Britain

as a commercial market and as a moderate non-aligned state

in a strategicelly sensitive corner of Arabia. It Looks

to us (and the West as a whole) for support against the
threat from the marxist People's Democratic Republic of

Yemen (PDRY). The country has suffered chronic political
instability in recent years - President Saleh's two
predecessors were assassinated and his own position is
precarious. We should therefore have no illusions about the
durability of the present regime (although the Prime Minister
has survived in office through these presidential assassina-
thionis ) s

5 Mr Abdul Ghani is anxious that his visit should add
substance to our relations in the economic, political and
cul turall fields. He will be able to discuss the prospects
(though he is already aware that we carnot offer more
development aid at present) with Mr Nott and Mr Marten and
he will be having political talks with the Minister of
State: at the F.C.0. He will also see British Council and
meet a number of businessmen and bankers.

Points to Make

UK/YAR ReLatibns

4 . Welcome this first visit by Yemeni Prime Minister to
the U.K. This reflects our close and friendly relation-
ship which is developing well.

D Your programme marks importairce we both attach to
expanding trade further. U.K. companies increasingly
aware of opportunities in YAR both for direct exports and
as consultants/contractors for development projects.

6. Will continue to assist YAR's development through cur
aid programme within our limited possibilities. No major
cut but no increase possible at present. Your discussion

with Mr Marten offers chance to ensure maximum benefit from
current projects.

Military Assistance

7« Hope to send small team to 1dent1fy naval training

and ‘other needs shortly. £50, 000 set a°1de tﬁ1s financial
year for training in U.K.

CONFIDENTIAL
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YAR/PDRY Relations

8 How are unity talks progressing? What is significance
of Mr Kosygin's visit to Aden? Any hope PDRY can escape
from Soviet grip? - ) :

Iran and Regional Security

9. How do you see Iran's influence in the Gulf? What
steps are countries in the area taking towards regional
security co-operation? '

Recognition of PLO

10. We do not recognise PLO as sole representative of the
Palestinians although we accept it is an important force
whose views must be taken into account in any settlement.

Horn of Africa

11. Soviet/Cuban troops should withdraw. Problems of the
area must be resolved by the countries involved; OAU can
play important role. ‘

CONFIDENTIAL
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ESSENTIAL FACTS

i - The Yemen Arab Republic is the "Arabia Felix" of legend.
With a population of some & million (bigger than Saudi
Arabia) an ancient culture and a sophisticated but unprofit-
able system of traditional agriculture, it is one of the

most interesting and unusual countries in the Middle Eeast.

It is alsc the least known, having avoided colonisation due
to the toughness of its people and the wildness of its
terrain. Only in the last decade has it slowly opened up

to outsiders.

UK/YAR Relations

2. Cordijal. The YAR regards us as a friend with influence
and long experience of the Arabian peninsula. Large Yemeni
community in U.K. Mr Tomlinson first British Minister to
visit YAR (April 1978).

Trade

5 Our exports (mainly machinery, transport equipment, food-
stuffs) have increased from £6 million in 1974 to £48.5 million
in 1978 (more than to East Germany). Among top four
suppliers. YAR exports to UK negligible. Costains, Marconi,
Sir Alexander Gibb, Sir William Halcrows and Howard Humphreys
have won major contracts. Cable and Wireless have just

signed 10 year agreement worth £12 million.

UK Aid

i Modest technical co-operation programme (about 40 experts
in YAR; 25 scholarships in UK) costing £1.5 million per annum
Concentrated in rural sector. Main project, to set up animal

health division has run into difficulties through the hostility
of some 6fficials in the Ministry of Agriculture.

5. No capital aid in view of YAR's substantial support
from Arab and international sources.

6. The British Council have an office in Sana'a.

Military/Police Assistance

T The YAR has asked for our help in the organisation,
training and equipping of-its fledgling navy. The MOD
- hope to send a small appraisal team shortly.

8. For the first time YAR has received an allocation
(£50,000) for military training in Britain. A number of

police officers receive training here under our aid
programme.

CONFIDENTIAL
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YAR Internal Situation

9. A densely populated but diverse country, the YAR has
historically been divided between the two main religious
sects; the Shi'ite Zaidis in the northern highlands and
central part of the country and the Sunni Shafais of the
central uplands and southern sector. Since the civil

war (1962-70) which ended the Iman's rule, efforts to
impose central government control have produced tribal
dissidence (the northern Shaikhs formed the backbone of
resistance to the Republicans) and internal instability.
President Saleh has been in power for 15 months and has
survived at least one assassination attempt. He has been
criticised for YAR's poor performance in the fighting in
February with PDRY and for his advocacy of unification
between the two countries.Saleh has tried to broaden the
base of his government to take account of the various
power groups, tribal, army, pro-Saudi, Baathists, leftists.

Foreign Relations

10. Remittances from Yemenis working in Saudi Arabia amount
to around £600 million a year although very LlLittle of this
passes through government hands. Saudi finance under-
writes the budget deficit and is the major source of
development aid. But Saudi attitude to YAR is ambivalent:
determined to stop its subversion by PDRY yet wary Llest

the more populous YAR become strong enough to threaten

Saudi Arabia itself.

11. After the fighting in February between the YAR and
the PDRY which was halted by Arab League mediation the two
Presidents renewed a 1972 undertaking to unite their
countries. Discussions still taking place (Mr Abdul
Ghani is a strong supporter of unification). It s
unlikely, with two such totally opposed ideologies, that
the goal will be achieved. Moreover the PDRY government
itself in some disarray.

12. Despite the presence of Russian military advisers,
YAR relations with the Communist bloc are poor - due
mainly to Russian political and military support for PDRY.
Mr Kosygin visited Aden 16/17 September. Relations with
the moderate Arab states are good.

Arab/Israel

13. As an Arab country YAR supports the Palestinians and
front Line Arab states against Israel. Criticism of the
Camp David agreement has been low key because of good
relations with Egypt. '

CONFIDENTIAL
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Recognition of PLO

14. We do not recognise PLO, but have occasional contacts
at official Llevel. ALl Arab states recognise PLO as

sole representative of Palestinians. Most EEC countries
(EG French, Germans, Italians) have had some contact at
Ministerial Llevel.

Iran and Regional Security

15. Recent unrest among Shi'a Muslims in Gulf States
especially Bahrain. Khomeini is both example and source
of authority for them. But no government-is at present
endangered. Saudi Arabia has indicated support for
Bahrain. Gulf States' Foreign Ministers may meet soon to
discuss security co-operation. In Iran itself Khomeini
seems in control, with the Left in disarray and the Kurds
quelled for the moment. But regional dissent is one of
Khomeini's greatest problems.

Horn of Africa

16. YAR shares the concern of Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the
Sudan at the spread of Soviet influence in the Horn and at
the threat to security of the Bab EL Mandeb Straits. But
the close consultation which had developed between these
three states has ceased since Camp David. For reasons

of Islamic and Arab solidarity YAR sympathises with the
Eritrean Liberation Movement.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BASIC FACTS YEMEN ARAE REPUBLIC

‘.EUlaHOn: 7.08 million €(1973) of whom 1.5 million work abroad

Area: 195,000 km® (75,290 sq mi.e2s - about twice the size of Ireland)

Capital: Sana'a (population

. ; 3 ( ulation
Other Principal Cities: Hodeida Bop

Ta'iz (population

150,000 approX
90,000 approx
80,000 appro>

Religion: Muslim. The Zaidis, a branch of the Shia Muslims, in the Northi

and East of the country; and the Shafeis who belong to the orthodox or

Sunni Muslims, on the coastal plain and in the South.

Language: Arabic
GDP: US %2130 m: per capita US $390 (1977)

!
|
|
|

|
|

'
|

UK/YAR Trade: (£ million) UK Exports UK Importf
1977 28.4 DS |
1978 ' 48.5 7
1979 (up to May 1979) 21.8 0.1

UK Subjects in YAR: There are approximately 500 UKPHs. Most are

employees of British firms and dependants.

Currency: Yemeni Riyal: (YR) 9.3814 = £1.00

Economy: O0il has not been found. Most of the population are engaged 1n

subsistence agriculture. The YAR exports very little, however US £1.3
billion per annum enters the YAR as a result of remittances from Yemeni

workers in Saudi and the Gulf.

Principle Trading Partners: (by percentage) 1977

Imports from:

Japan 15 2
Saudi Arabia i 12.8
West Germany 6.8
Untied Kingdom 6.5
India 5.4
USA Lol
EEC 28.3

President: Ali Abdullah Saleh
Prime Minister: Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani

.Formally, the President is advised by a People's Constituent Assembly of
159 members. An Advisory Council of 15 members _also meets under the
chairmanship of the President to discuss -internal and external matters of
national interest. In practice the support of the armed forces is

essential to maintain power.
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ABDUL GHANI, ABDUL AZIZ

Prime IMinister of the Yemen Arab Republic

Born 1939 at Haifan. Secondary education, teacher training
course, and one year of teaching in Aden. Colorado University, US:,
1960-64; graduated M Econ. Senior Teacher of English Language,
social Sciences and Commerce at Bilgis College, Aden, 1964-67.

Then returned to YAR, and from 1968 to 1971 held in quick succession
the posts of lManager of the Yemen Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Minister for Economy, Head of the Technical Office at
the Supreme Council for Planning, and Chairman of the Yemen
Petroleum Company. Governor of the Central Bank 1971-75.

/1{ {7l

Prime Minister since January 1975.

‘gainst expectations, £bdul Ghani has proved a strong and able
administrator, running the Government machine effectively under
successive Presidents Hamdi, Ghashmi and Ali Saleh. He has been
consistently friendly to us, and was delighted with the excellent
treatment he received for a kidney complaint at St Thomas' Hospital
in 1977. He visited his old University, Colorado, in 1978 to receive
en Honorary Degree. Perhaps because of this, and the lavish
attention the Americans continue to shower on him, he is inclined

on occasions to favour them rather than us.

opeaks fluent English. Honest and hard working. Has an
agreeable, self-deprecatory, humourous manner. His wife is from
Aden. Has five children, of whom one_ had polio when young, and

was treated in Great Ormond Street Hospital in August 1976.

CONFIDERTIAL
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MAKKT, DR HASSAN MUHAMMED

Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Minister
since June 1979,

Born 19%% in Hodeida. A Shafi'i. His father held important
positions in the Imam's era. Educated in Egypt and at universities
of Rome (Doctorate in Economics) and Bologna. As a student he
became a socialist. During the Civil War staunch advocate of the
policy "Yemen for the Yemenis - not for the Imam or the Saudis or

bgyptians".

From 1960-68 he was successively Chairman of the Yemen Bank
for Reconstruction and Development, Minister of Economy, Minister
of Communications and Foreign Minister. Ambassador to Italy 1968-7/0
and to FRG 1970-72. Deputy Prime Minister for Economic and Finzncial
Affairs 1972-74 then, briefly, Prime Minister. Permanent
Representative to the UN and Ambessador to Washington 1974-75.
Rectoi of Sana'a University 1975-76 then re-appointed Ambassador to
Italy.

A man of high intellectual calibre. Owes his influence to
thé understanding of public affairs gained from his father, to
his having been one of the first generation of Yemenis to have a
modern university education and to his left wing views having been
in keeping with his times. Despite his progressive views has

evinced suspicion of Russian role in Bab el Mandeb. .

An easy conversationalist. Speaks Italian and English.
Suffers from heart trouble and his refurn to office was therefore

something of a surprise.

CONFIDENTIAL
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oHOHATT, MOHANMMED HIZAM AL

llinister of Economy since October 1968

Born Ba'dan 193%6. ytudied at Universities of Georgetown,
Harvard and Hertford College, Oxford (Diploma in Economic

Development ). After working for USAID in Sana'a he was employed

= A,

4

as an economics expert with the Kuwasit Fund 1965-68, lstterly

taking charge of 21l the Fund's activities. Member of World Bank
=,

missions to Yemen in 1969 and 1970.

Friendly, frank, helpful and efficient. Clearly well-suited
¢o his present post. Speaks fluent English.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ERIYANI, MR MUHAMMAD ABDULLAH AL
YAR Ambassador to London

Born in 1934. On completion of secondary education in 1958, entered

the Military College, graduating in 1961.

Held successive commands, eventually becoming Commander in Chief
of YAR Armed Forces in 1973. A Founder Member of the Yemen Union
Political Party, constituted in 1973 and dissolved following coup in
June 1974 which brought Colonel Hamdi to power. Appointed Ambassador
to London July 1974.

Holds rank of Lt Colonel but prefers to be known as "Mr'". While
in London he has learnt English and become a popular and respected member

of the Diplomatic Corps. Has two wives and eight children.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SALLAIM, MUHAMMAD ABDUL AZ1Z

Chef de Cabinet

Born about 1930. A Shafi'i. Educated in Egypt and at
Temple University, Philadelphia, and University of California -
where he read Political Science. Taught mathematics, biology
and English at Bilgis College, Aden, 19671-2.

After serving as Minister in Embassy» Baghdad 19623-4 was
appointed Deputy Foreign Minister 1964-5 and TForeign llinister
1966-7 after which he went into exile in Cairo until “1970.
Has since served in MFA, YAR Embassy in London 1973%-75, and

most recently as Deputy FPermanent Representative at the Ul.

6]

Friendly and amenable. Speaks good English. His wife 1s

from £Aden. They have 5 sons.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Foreign_ and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1

28 September 1979

,Déb.»’ Nlldaad’_,

Call by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab
- Republic

The Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic, Mr Abdul
Aziz Abdul Ghani will call on the Prime Minister at 10.15
on Tuesday 2 October. He will be accompanied by Dr Hassan
Muhammed Makki, Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Minister, and either Mr Mohammed Hizam Al
Shohati, Minister of Economy, or the YAR Ambassador in
London, Mr Mohammed Abdullah Al-Eryani.

Subject to developments at the Rhodesia Conference, Lord
Carrington would propose to be present at the meeting. Mr
Walker, our Ambassador in Sana'a, will also be available if
required.

I enclose briefing for the Prime Minister's use, together
with personality notes on Mr Abdul Ghani and his party. They
all speak good English.

I am writing spearately about a particular aspect of our
assistance to Yemen.

Yous e

ol

Paul Lever

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street

- COVERING CONFINENTIAL
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CALL BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Introduction

1. This will be the first official visit to the U.K. by

a Yemeni Prime Minister. However Mr Abdul Ghani came here
frequently as Governor of the Central Bank from 1971-75 and
has since paid several private visits.

2 The YAR has assumed increasing importance for Britain

as a commercial market and as a moderate non-aligned state

in a strategically sensitive corner of Arabia. It Looks

to us (and the West as a whole) for support against the
threat from the marxist People's Democratic Republic of

Yemen (PDRY). The country has suffered chronic political
instability in recent years - President Saleh's two
predecessors were assassinated and his own position 1is
precarious. We should therefore have no illusions about the
durability of the present regime (although the Prime Minister
has survived in office through these presidential assassina-
tions) o

o Mr Abdul Ghani is anxious that his visit should add
substance to our relations in the economic, political and
cultural fields. He will be able to discuss the prospects
(though he is already aware that we cannot offer more
development aid at present) with Mr Nott and Mr Marten and
he will be having political talks with the Minister of
State at the F.C-0a He will also see British Council and
meet a number of businessmen and bankers.

Points to Make

UK/YAR Relations

4 . Jelcome this first visit by Yemeni Prime Minister to
the U.K. This reflects our close and friendly relation-
ship which is developing well.

S5 Your programme marks importaince we both attach to
expanding trade further. U.K. companies increasingly
aware of opportunities in YAR both for direct exports and
as consultants/contractors for development projects.

6. Will continue to assist YAR's development through cur
aid programme within our Llimited piosshbalsttilelsis No major
cut but no increase possible at present. Your discussion

with Mr Marten offers chance to ensure maximum benefit from
current projects. -

Military Assistance

7. Hope to send small team to identify naval training

and ‘other needs shortly. £50,000 set aside this financial
year for training in U.K. - e ~

CONFIDENTIAL
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YAR/PDRY Relations
8. How are unity talks progressing? What is significance
of Mr Kosygin's visit to Aden? Any hope PDRY can escape
from Soviet gripZ " : : ' i

Iran and Regional Security

o}

9. How do you'sée Iran's influence in the Gulf? What
steps are countries in the area taking towards regional
secur1ty co—operation? :

N

Recogn1t1on of PLO

10. We do not recognise PLO as sole representative of the
Palestinians although we accept it is an important force
whose views must be taken into account in any settlement.

Horn of Africsa

11. Soviet/Cuban troops should withdraw. Problems of the
area must be resolved by the countr1es involved; OAU can
play important role.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ESSENTIAL FACTS

-

1 The Yemen Arab Republic is the "Arabia Felix" of legend.
With a population of some & million (bigger than Saudi
Arabia) an ancient culture and a sophisticated but unprofit-
able system of traditional agriculture, it 1s one of the

most interesting and unusual countries in the Middle East.

It is alsoc the least known, having avoided colonisation due
to the toughness of its people and the wildness of its
terrain. Only in the last decade has it slowly opened up

to outsiders.

UK/YAR Relations

2. Cordijal. The YAR regards us as a friend with influence
and long experience of the Arabian peninsula. Large Yemeni
community in U.K. Mr TomL1nson first British Minister to
visit YAR (April 1978).

Trade

3. Qur exports (mainly machinery, transport equipment, food-
stuffs) have increased from £6 million in 1974 to £48.5 million
in 1978 (more than to East Germany). Among top four
suppliers. YAR exports to UK negligible. Costains, Marconi,
Sir Alexander Gibb, Sir William Halcrows and Howard Humphreys
have won major contracts. Cable and Wireless have just

signed 10 year agreement worth £12 million.

UK Aid

b Modest technical co-operation programme (about 40 experts
in YAR; 25 scholarships in UK) costing £1.5 millicn per annum
Concentrated in rural sector. Main project, to set up animal

health division has run into difficulties through the hostility
of some 6fficials in.the Ministry of Agriculture.

51 No capital aid in view of YAR's substantial support
from Arab and international sources.

6. The British Council have an office in Sana'a.

Military/Police Assistance

7. The YAR has asked for our help in the organisation.
training and equipping of-its fledgling navy. The MOD
- hope to send a small appraisal team sﬁortly;

o For the first time YAR has received an aLLocat1on
(£50,000) for military training in Britain. A number of
poLlce officers receive training here under our aid
programme.

CONFIDENTIAL
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YAR Internal Situation

9. A densely populated but diverse country, the YAR has
historically been divided between the two main religious
sects; the Shi'ite Zaidis in the northern highlands and
central part of the country and the Sunni Shafais of the
central uplands and southern sector. Since the civil

war (1962-70) which ended the Iman's rule, efforts to
impose central government control have produced tribal
dissidence (the northern Shaikhs formed the backbone of
resistance to the Republicans) and internal instability.
President Saleh has been in power for 15 months and has
survived at least one assassination attempt. He has been
criticised for YAR's poor performance in the fighting in
February with PDRY and for his advocacy of unification
between the two countries.Saleh has tried to broaden the
base of his government to take account of the various
power groups, tribal, army, pro-Saudi, Baathists, leftists.

Foreign Relations

10. Remittances from Yemenis working in Saudi Arabia amount
to around £600 million a year although very Llittle of this
passes through government hands. Saudi finance under-
writes the budget deficit and is the major source of
development aid. But Saudi attitude to YAR is ambivalent:
determined to stop its subversion by PDRY yet wary lest

the more populous YAR become strong enough to threaten

Saudi Arabia itself.

11. After the fighting in February between the YAR and
the PDRY which was halted by Arab League mediation the two
Presidents renewed a 1972 undertaking to unite their
countries. Discussions still taking place (Mr Abdul
Ghani is a strong supporter of unification). Tt s
unlikely, with two such totally opposed ideologies, tihiat
the goal will be achieved. Moreover the PDRY government
itself in some disarray.

12. Despite the presence of Russian military advisers,
YAR relations with the Communist bloc are poor - due
mainly to Russian political and military support for PDRY.
Mr Kosygin visited Aden 16/17 September. Relations with
the moderate Arab states are good.

Arab/IsraéL

13. As an Arab country YAR supports the Palestinians and
front Lline Arab states against Israel. Criticism of the
Camp David agreement has been low key because of good
relations with Egypt. ‘
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Recognitiorn of PLO

14. We do not recognise PLO, but have occasional contacts
at official level. ALl Arab states recognise PLO as

sole representative of Palestinians. Most EEC countries
(EG French, Germans, Italians) have had some contact at
Ministerial Llevel.

Iran and Regional Security

15. Recent unrest among Shi'a Muslims in Gulf States
especially Bahrain. Khomeini is both example and source
of authority for them. But no government-is at present
endangered. Saudi Arabia has indicated support for
Bahrain. Gulf States' Foreign Ministers may meet soon to
discuss security co—operation. In Iran itself Khomeini
seems in control, with the Left in disarray and the Kurds
quelled for the moment. But regional dissent is one of
Khomeini's greatest problems.

Horn of Africa

16. YAR shares the concern of Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the
Sudan at the spread of Soviet influence in the Horn and at
the threat to security of the Bab EL Mandeb Straits. But
the close consultation which had developed between these
three states has ceased since Camp David.  For reasons

of Islamic and Arab solidarity YAR sympathises with the
Eritrean Liberation Movement.
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{Tpulat1on' 7.08 million (1973)'of whom 1.5 million work abroad
2

(

(75,290 sq miies — about twice the size of Ireland)

-

150,000 appro

(pdpulation 90,000 appro

Other Principal Citiés: Hodei1da
| Ta'iz (population 80,000 apprd

Area: 195,000 km

Capital: Sanma'a (popu[ation

Religion: Muslim. The Zaidis, a branch of the Shia Muslims, in the Nort

and East of the country; and the Shafeis who belong to the orthodox or

Sunni Muslims, on the coastal plain and in the South.

Language: Arabic
GDP: US 32130 m: per capita US $390 (1977)

UK/YAR Trade: (£ million) UK Exports UK Impor
19747 28 .4

1978 L8 .5 -3
1979 (up to May 1979) 21.8 0.1

UK Subjects in YAR: There are approximately 500 UKPHs. Most are

employees of British firms and dependants.

Currency: Yemeni Riyal: (YR) 9.3814 = £1.00

Economy: O0il has not been found. Most of the population are engaged 1n

~subsistence agriculture. The YAR exports very little, however US 21.3

billion per annum enters the YAR as a result of remittances from Yemeni

workers in Saudi and the Gulf.

Principle Trading Partners: (by percentage) 1977

Imports from:

Japan 1552
Saudi Arabia X 12.8
West Germany 6.8
Untied Kingdom 6.5
India S04
USA = | 4.7
EEC | 28¢5

President: Ali Abdullah Saleh
Prime Minister: Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani

.Formally, the President is advised by a People's Const1tuent Assembly of
159 members. An Advisory Council of 15" members also meets under the
chairmanship of the President to discuss -internal and external matters cof

national interest. In practice the support of the armed forces is
essential to maintain power.
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ABDUL GHANI, ABDUL AZTIZ

Prame Hinister of the Yemen Arab Republic

Born 1939 at Haifan. Secondary education, teacher training
course, and one year of teaching in Aden. Cclorado University, US?:,
1960-64; graduated 1M Econ. Senior Teacher of English Language,
Social Sciences and Commerce at Bilgis College, Aden, 1964-67.

Then returned to YAR, and from 1968 to 1971 held in guick succession
the posts of lManager of the Yemen Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Minister for Economy, Head of the Technical Office at
the Supreme Council for Planning, and Chairmen of the Yemen
Petroleum Company. Governor of the Central Bank 1971-75.

Prime Minister since dJanuary 1975.

‘gainst expectations, £Abdul Ghani has proved a strong and zble
administrator, running the Government machine effectively under
successive Presidents Hamdi, Ghashmi and Ali Saleh. He has been
consistently friendly to us, and was delighted with the excellent
treatment he received for a kidney complaint at St Thomas' Hospital
in 1977. He visited his old University, Colorado, in 1978 to receive
an Honorary Degree. Perhaps because of this, and the lavish
attention the Americanrs continue to shower on him, he is inclined

on occasions to favour them rsther than us.

opeaks fluent English. Honest and hard working. Has an
agreeable, self-deprecatory, humourous manner. His wife is from
Aden. Has five children, of whom one had polio when young, and
was treated in Great Ormond Street Hospital in August 1976.

CORFIDENTIAL
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MAKKT, DR HASSAN MUHAITIED

Deputy Prime Mirnister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Iliinister
since dJune 1979,

Born 1933 in Hodeida. 4 Shafi'i. His father held important
positions in the Imam's era. Educated in Egypt and at universities
of Rome (Doctorate in Bconomics) and Bologna. £As a student he
became a socialist. During the Civil War staunch advocate of the
policy "Yemen for the Yemenis - not for the Imam or the Saudis or

Egyptians".

From 1960-68 he was successively Chairman of the Yemen Bank
for Reconstruction and Development, IMinister of Economy, Minister
of Communications and Foreign Minister. Ambassador to Italy 1968-70
and to FRG 1970-72. Deputy Prime Minister for Economic and Finencial
Affairs 1972-74 then, briefly, Prime Minister. Permanent
Representative to the UN and Ambsssador to Washington 1974-75.
Rectoi of Sana'a University 1975-76 then re—appointed Ambassador to
Ttaly. |

A man of high intellectual czalibre. Owes his influence to
the understanding of public affairs gained from his father, to
his having been one of the first generation of Yemenis to have a
modern university education and to his left wing views having been
in keeping with his times. Despite his progressive views has

evinced suspicion of Russian role in Bab el llandeb..

An easy conversationalist. Speaks Italian and English.
Suffers from heart trouble and his refturn to office was therefore

something of a surprise.
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iinister of Economy since Cctober 1958

Born Ba'dan 1936. Studied at Universities of Georgetown,
Harvard and Hertford College, Oxford (Diplomza in Economic
Development). After working for USAID in Sans'a he was employed

s an economics expert with the Kuwait Fund 1965-68, lstterly

ck W

aking charge of 211 the Fund's activities. Member of World Bank
missions to Yemen in 1968 and 1970.
Friendly, frank, helpful and efficient. Clearly well-suited

to his present post. Spesaks fluent English.
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ERIYANI, MR MUHAMMAD ABDULLAH AL
YAR Ambassador to lLondon

Born in 1934. On completioh of secondary education ir 1958, entered

the Military College, graduating in 1961.

Held successive commands, eventually becoming Commander in Chief
of YAR Armed Forces in 1973. A Fbunder Member of the Yemen Union
Political Party, constituted in 1973 and dissolved following coup in
June 197k which brought Colonel Hamdi to power. Appointed Ambassador
to London July 1974. |

Holds rank of Lt Colonel but prefers to be known as "Mr". While

in London he has learnt English and become a popular and respected member

of the Diplomatic Corps. Has two wives and eight children.
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SATLAM, MUHAMMAD ABDUL AZIZ : J

et dal Cabinet
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Born about 1930. A Shafi'i. Educated in Egypt and at
Tenple University, Philadelphia, and University of California -

where he read Political Science. Taught mathematics, biology

and English at Bilgis College, f4den, 19671-2.

After serving as llinister in Embassy> Baghdad 1962-4 was

appointed Deputy Foreign llinister 1964-5 and Foreign Minister
1966-7 after which he went into exile in Cairo until 1970.
Has since served in IMFA, YAR Exbassy in London 1973-75, and

most recently as Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN. |

Friendly and amenable. Speaks good English. His wife 1S

from Aden. They have % sons.
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CALL BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Introduction

1= This will be thesfirst of ficial visitito the U.K. by

a Yemeni Prime Minister. However Mr Abdul Ghani came here
frequently as Governor of the Central Bank from 1971-75 and
has since paid several private visits.

2. The YAR has assumed increasing importance for Britain

as a commercial market and as a moderate non-aligned state

in a strategically sensitive corner of Arabia. 1t Looks

to us (and the West as a whole) for support against the
threat from the marxist People's Democratic Republic of

Yemen (PDRY). The country has suffered chronic political
instability in recent years - President Saleh's two
predecessors were assassinated and his own position is
precarious. We should therefore have no illusions about the
durability of the present regime (although the Prime Minister
has survived in office through these presidential assassina-
tions) s

Sie Mr Abdul Ghani is anxious that his visit should add
substance to our relations in the economic, political and
cultural fields. He will be able to discuss the prospects
(though he is already aware that we carnot offer ‘more
development aid at present) with Mr Nott and Mr Marten and
he will be having political talks with the Minister of
State at the F.C.O. He will also see British Council and

meet a number of businessmen and bankers.

foints to Make

UK/YAR ReLatian

4 . welcome this first visit by Yemeni Prime Minister to
the U.K. This reflects our close and friendly relation-
ship which as developing well.

5. Your programme marks importamce we both attach to
expanding trade further. U.K. companies increasingly
aware of opportunities in YAR both for direct exports and
as consultants/contractors for development projects.

6. Will continue to assist YAR's development through cur
aid programme within our Llimited neosisibill i tiless No major
cut but no increase possible at present. Your discussion

Wwith Mr Marten offers chance to ensure maximum benefit from
clliricent projects. i

Military Assistance

7. Hope to send small team to identify naval training

and other needs shortly. £50,000‘set aside this financial
year for training in U.K. - vl i :

CONFIDENTIAL
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YAR/PDRY Relations

8. How are unity talks progressing? What 1s significance'

of Mr Kosygin's visit to Aden? Any hope PDRY can escape
from Soviet grip? - i

Iran and Regional Security

Fon )

9. How do you see Iran's influence in the Gulf? What

steps are countries in the area taking towards regional
secur1ty co—operation?

Recognition of PLO

10. We do not recognise PLO as sole representative of the
Palestinians although we accept it is an important force
whose views must be taken into account in any settlement.

Horn of Africsa

11. Soviet/Cuban troops should withdraw. Problems of the
area must be resolved by the countr1es involved; OAU can
play important role. '
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ESSENTIAL FACTS | | | 3

1. The Yemen Arab Republic is the "Arabia Felix" of legend.
With a population of some 8 million (bigger than Saudi
Arabia) an ancient culture and a sophisticated but unprofit-
able system of traditional agriculture, it is one of the

most interesting and unusual countries in the Middle East.

It is alsc the least known, having avoided colonisation due
to the toughness of its people and the wildness of its
terrain. Only in the last decade has it slowly opened up

to outsiders.

UK/YAR Relations

2. Cordial. The YAR regards us as a friend with influence
and long experience of the Arabian peninsula. Large Yemeni
community in U.K. Mr Temlinson first British Minister to
visit YAR (April 1978). -

Trade

55 Our exports (mainly machinery, transport equipment, food-
stuffs) have increased from £6 million in 1974 to £48.5 million
in 1978 (more than to East Germany). Among top four
suppliers. YAR exports to UK negligible. Costains, Marconi,
Sir Alexander Gibb, Sir William Halcrows and Howard Humphreys
have won major contracts. Cable and Wireless have just

signed 10 year agreement worth £12 million.

UK Aid

N4 Modest technical co-operation programme Cabout 40 experts
in YAR; 25 scholarships in UK) costing f1.5 million per annum
Concentrated in rural sector. Main project, to set up animal

health division has run into difficulties through the hostility
of some 6fficials in the Ministry of Agriculture.

Dl No capital aid in view of YAR's substantial support
from Arab and international sources.

6. The British Council have an office in Sana'a.

Military/Police Assistance

7. The YAR has asked for our help in the organisation.
training and equipping of-its fledgling navy. The MOD
. hope to send a small appraisal team shortly. i

8. For the first time YAR has received an allocation
(£50,000) for military training in Britain. A number of
police officers receive training here under our aid
programme.

CONFIDENTIAL
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YAR Internal Situation

9. A'densely populated but diverse country, the YAR has
historically been divided between the two main religious
sects; the Shi'jte Zaidis in the northern highlands and
central part of the country and the Sunni Shafais of the
central uplands and southern sector. Since the civil

war (1962-70) which ended the Iman's rule, efforts to
impose central government control have produced tribal
dissidence (the northern Shaikhs formed the backbone of
resistance to the Republicans) and internal instability.
President Saleh has been in power for 15 months and has
survived at least one assassination attempt. He has been
criticised for YAR's poor performance in the fighting in
February with PDRY and for his advocacy of unification
between the two countries.Saleh has tried to broaden the
base of his government to take account of the various
power groups, tribal, army, pro-Saudi, Baathists, leftists.

Foreign Relations

170. Remittances from Yemenis working in Saudi Arabia amount
to around £600 million a year although very Llittle of this
passes through government hands. Saudi finance under-
writes the budget deficit and is the major source of
development aid. But Saudi attitude to YAR is ambivalent:
determined to stop its subversion by PDRY yet wary Llest

the more populous YAR become strong enough to threaten
Saudi Arabia itself.

11. After the fighting in February between the YAR and
the PDRY which was halted by Arab League mediation the two
Presidents renewed a 1972 undertaking to unite their
countries. Discussions still taking place (Mr Abdul
Ghani is a strong supporter of unification). It s
unlikely, with two such totally opposed ideologies, that
the goal will be achieved. Moreover the PDRY government
itself in some disarray.

12.  Despite the presence of Russian military advisers,
YAR relations with the Communist bloc are poor - due
mainly to Russian political and military SUpport for PDRY.
Mr Kosygin visited Aden 16/17 September. Relations with
the moderate Arab states are good.

Arab/Israel

13. As an Arzab country YAR supports the Palestinians and
front Line Arab states against Israel. Criticism of the
Camp David agreement has been low key because of good
relations with Egypt.
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Recognition of PLO

14. We do not recognise PLO, but have occasional contacts
at official Llevel. ALL Arab states recognise PLO as

sole representative of Palestinians. Most EEC countries
(EG French, Germans, Italians) have had some contact at
Ministerial Llevel.

Iran and Regional Security

15. Recent unrest among Shi'a Muslims in Gulf States
especially Bahrain. Khomeini is both example and source
of authority for thenm. But no government: -is at present
endangered. Saudi Arabia has indicated support for
Bahrain. Gulf States' Foreign Ministers may meet soon to
discuss security co—operation. In Iran itself Khomeini
seems in control, with the Left in disarray and the Kurds
quelled for the moment. But regional dissent is one of
Khomeini's greatest problems.

Horn of Africa

16. YAR shares the concern of Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the
Sudan at the spread of Soviet influence in the Horn and at
the threat to security of the Bab EL Mandeb Straits. But
the close consultation which had developed between these
three states has ceased since Camp David.  For reasons

of Islamic and Arab solidarity YAR sympathises with the
Eritrean Liberation Movement.
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’('PULBHOH: 7.08 million (1973) of whom 1.5 million work abroad

' : : )
Area: 195,000 kn® (75,290 sq mi.es - about twice the size of Ireland.
| 150,000 appro

(population 90,000 appro

O therNPrancipal Citigs: Hodeida |
) Ta'iz (population 80,000 appro

Capital: Sana'a (population

in the North

Religion: Muslim. The Zaidis, a branch of the Shia Muslims,

and East of the country; and the Shafeis who belong to the orthodox or

Sunni Muslims, on the coastal plain and in the South.

Language: Arabic
GDP: US 22130 m: per capita US €390 (1977)

UK/YAR Trade: (£ million) UK Exports UK Import
1977 28.4 0.5
1978 48.5 7.3
1979 (up to May 1979) 21.8 0.1

UK Subjects in YAR: There are approximately 500 UKPHs. Most are

employees of British firms and dependants.

Currency: Yemeni Riyal: (YR) 9.3814 = £1.00

Economy: O0il has not been found. Most of'the.populagion-are engaged 1n

subsistence agriculture. The YAR exports very little, however US 81.3

the YAR as a result of remittances from Yemeni

billion per annum enters

workers in Saudi and the Gulf.

Principle Trading Partners: (by percentage) 1977

Imports from:

Japan 15.2
Saudi Arabia ) 12.8
West Germany | 6.8
Untied Kingdom 6i.5
India 5.4
USA ol
EEC 28.3

President: Al3ji Abdullah Saleh
Prime Minister: Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani

.Formally, the President is advised by a People's Constituent Assembly of
159 members. An Advisory Council of 15 members also meets under the
chairmanship of the President to discuss -internal and external matters cof
national interest. In practice the support of the armed forces 1is

essential to maintain power.
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ABDUL GHANI, ABDUL AZTIZ

Prime llinister of the Yemen Arab Republic

Born 1939 at Haifan. Secondary education, teacher training
course, and one year of teaching in Aden. Coclorado University, US?,
1960-64; graduated IM Econ. Senior Teacher of English Language,
Social Sciences and Commerce at Bilgis College, ~den, 1964-67.

Then returned to YAR, and from 1968 to 19771 held in guick succession
the posts of lManager of the Yemen Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Minister for Economy, Head of the Technical Office at
the Supreme Council for Planning, and Chairmen of the Yemen
Petroleum Company. Governor of the Central Bank 1971-75.

Prime Minister since dJanuary 1975.

cainst expectations, Abdul Ghani has proved a strong and able
administrator, running the Government machine effectively under
successive Presidents Hamdi, Ghashmi and Ali Saleh. He has been
consistently friendly to us, and was delighted with the excellent
treatment he received for a kidney complaint at St Thomas' Hospital
in 1977. He visited his old University, Colorado, in 1978 to receive
an Honorary Degree. Perhaps because of this, and the lavish
attention the Americans continue to shower on him, he is inclined

o occasions to favour bthem rabther than Uus.

Speaks fluent Lnglish. Honest and herd working. Has an
agreeable, self-deprecatory, humourous manner. His wife is from
Aden. Has five children, of whom one_had polio when young, and
vias treated in Great Ormond Street Hospital in August 1976.
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MAKKT, DR HASSAN MUHAITIED

Deputy Prine Minister for Foreign Lffairs and Foreign Minister

since June 1979.

Born 71933 in Hodeida. A& Shafj'i. His father held important
positions in the Tnam's era. Educated in BEgcypt and at universities
of Rome (Doctorate in Economics) and Bologna. ks a student he
became a socialist. During the Civil War staunch advocate of the
polsicy ! Temen Sionr +he Yemenis — not for the Imam oT the Saudis OT
Egyptians". |

From 1960-68 he was successively Chalrman of the Yemen Bank
for Reconstruction and Development, Minister of Economy, Minister
of Communications and Foreign Minister. Ambassador to Italy 1668-70
and to FRG 1970-72. Deputy Prime Minister for Economic and Financial
Affasirs 1972-74 then, briefly, Prime Minister. Permanent
Representative to the Uli and Ambsssador to Washington 1974-7/5.
Rector of Sana'a University 1975-76 then re—appointed Ambassador to
Ttaly. |

A man of high intellectual calibre. Owes his influence toO
the understanding of public affairs cained from his father, to
his having been one of the first generation of Yemenis to have a
modern university education and to his left wing views having been
in keeping with his times. Despite his progressive views has

evinced suspicion of Russian role 1n Rabd el MandeDb. .

An easy conversationalist. Speaks Italian and English.

Suffers from heart trouble and his relturn toO office was therefore

something of a surprise.
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linister of Economy since October 1968

Born Ba'dan 1936. Studied at Universities of Georgetown,

Hervard and Hertford College, Oxford (Diploma in Economic

Developnent). After working for USAID in Sana'a he was enployed

5s an economics evpert with the Kuwzit Fund 1965-63, L=ECerLly
taking charge of 211 the Fund's activities. [liember of Vorld Bank
missions to Yemen in 195S€ and 1970.

Friendly, frank, helpful and efficient. Clearly well-suited

to his present post. Speaks fluent English.
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ERIYANI, MR MUHAMMAD ABDULLAH AL
YAR Ambassador to London

Born in 1934. On completion of secondary education in 1958, entered

the Military College, graduating in 1961.

Held successive commands, eventually becoming Commander in Chief
of YAR Armed Forces in 1973%. A Fqunder Member of the Yemen Union
Political Party, constituted in 1973 and dissolved following coup in
June 1974 which brought Colonel Hamdi to power. Appointed Ambassador
to London July 1974. |

Holds rank of Lt Colonel but prefers to be known as '"Mr'". While
in London he has learnt English and become a popular and respected member

of the Diplomatic Corps. Has two wives and eight children.
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ATLAM, HMUHAITIAD ABDUL AZIZ

P!

hef de Cabainet

P

Born abowt 19306 | A-Shafi'i. Educated in Egyph andiat
Temple University, Philadelphia, and University of Cslifornia

where he read Political Science. Taught mathematics, biology

and English at Bilgis College, fden, 1961-2.

After serving as linister in Embassys Baghdad 1963-4 was
appointed Deputy Foreign llinlster 1064-5 and Foreign lMinister
1966-7 after which he went into exile in Cairo until 1970.

Oss since served in MFA, YAR Embassy in London 1973%3-75, and
most recently as Deputy Fermanent Representative at the Ul.

Friendly and amenable. Speaks good English. His wife 1is

from Aden. They have % sons.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1

28 September 1979

Eh£u1 iﬁ@&ﬁmﬁeg

Call by the Prime Minister of the
Yemen Arab Republic

I am sending you today the briefing for Mrs Thatcher's
meeting with Mr Abdul Ghani on 2 October.

In order to avoid having to raise the security
classification of the brief, I am writing separately to
mention that an SAS team is due shortly to visit Sana'a
to advise on internal security and counter-subversion procedures.
They will be updating a report prepared in 1973 by~ _ " ¥

a former SAS officer. The Prime Minister may wish to say
that we recognise the importance to the Yemen of internal
stability. We will consider how we may be able to help

once the team has reported.

Paul Lever
Private Secretary -

M O'D B Alexander Esqg
10 Downing Street

Ko~ % name oleleteh ans rlined
under Secha 3(4).
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

2.1 Septemﬁgr 1E2)7e)

/L ¢ M5

A,

Visit by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab
Republic

In your letter of 22 August you told me
that the Prime Minister has/kindly agreed to see
Mr Abdul Ghani. I confirm that 10.15 on
Tuesday 2 October would be convenient. We shall
endeavour to restrict Mr Abdul Ghani's party to
his Foreign Minister, Dr Hassan Muhammad Makki,
and one other. Our Ambassador in Sana'a, who

is being recalled for the visit, will also be
available if required.

We have noted your deadline for briefing.

Mool Oy

N

(P Lever)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street




From the Private Secretary 22 August 1979

Visit by the Prime Minister of the Yemen Arab Republic

Paul Lever wrote to me on 13 August about the forthcoming
visit to the UK, from 1 to 6 October, of the Prime Minister of
the Yemen Arab Republic, Mr. Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani.

The Prime Minister has seen this letter and accepts
Lord Carrington's recommendation that she should receive
Mr. Abdul Ghani briefly while he is here. The Prime Minister

has agreed to meet him for half an hour, at No.1l0, on Tuesday
2 October at 1015. I should be grateful if you could confirm
in due course that Mr. Abdul Ghani will be able to come to
No.10 at that time.

I should also be grateful if you would arrange for briefing
to be prepared for the Prime Minister's meeting with Mr. Abdul
Ghani; it would be helpful if this could reach me not later
than 1700 on Friday 28 September. Please let me know at the
same time who is likely to accompany him on his call.

J.S. Wall, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

13 August 1979

Private Secretary é’
10 Downing Street - s e
LONDON SW1 Y) MU A) »(t./

VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB PUBLIC ,272/

Mr Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani has been invited to spend a
week in the United Kingdom as an official visitor from 1 to
6 October as part of our sponsored visit scheme. We are
proposing that he should make official calls in London on 2
October. Lord Carrington hopes that the Prime Minister may
be able to spare the time to have a half hour's meeting
with Mr Abdul Ghani on that day.

The Yemen Arab Republic is a small country, but is
assuming increasing importance for us both as a commercial
market %1978 UK exports equal £48.5 million) and as a
moderate state in the strategically important area of the
Red Sea/Horn of Africa. The Yemen Arab Republic's pro-
Western stance is dictated partly by her Jjustified mistrust
of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen's territorial
intentions and by her close alliance to Saudi Arabia. The
United Kingdom has a modest development programme in YAR.

We are also involved in some training for her police and
security forces. Mr Abdul Ghani himself has been Prime
Minister for over four years, unusual in a country which has

"su_ffered chronic insEaB%fi ty in recent years. A personality
note is enclosed.

>6UJS¢£Rk

(P Lever)
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ABDUL AZIZ ABDUL GHANI
PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Born 1939 at Haifan. Secondary education, teacher training course, and
one year of teaching in Aden. Colorado University, USA, 1960 - 1964;
graduated M Econ. Senior Teacher of English Language, Social Sciences
and Commerce at Bilqgis College, Aden, 1964-67. Then returned to YAR,
and from 1968 to 1971 held in quick succession the posts of Manager of
the Yemen Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Minister for Economy,
Head of the Technical Office at the Supreme Council for Planning, and
Chairman of the Yemen Petroleum Company. Governor of the Central Bank

1971-75. Prime Minister since January 1975.

Against expectations, Abdul Ghani has proved a strong and able adminis-
trator, running the Government machine effectively under successive
Presidents Hamdi, Ghashmi and Ali Saleh. He has been consistently
friendly to us, and was delighted with the excellent treatment he re-
ceived for a kidney complaint at St Thomas' Hospital in 1977. He visited
his old University, Colorado, in 1978 to receive an Honorary Degree.
Perhaps because of this, and the lavish attention the Americans continue
to shower on him, he is inclined on occasions to favour them rather

than us.

Speaks fluent Erglish. Has an agreeabLg‘seLf—deprecatorX’ hum@}ous
manner. His wife is from Aden. Has five children, of whom one had
polio when young, and was treated in Great Ormond Street Hospital in
August 1976.
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