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PM. TO SoaN FoSTER .
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11 February 1981

T™e Prime Minister has seen Mr, Channon's
minute of 10 February, abaut the Leonardo
Codex and the Edward Haytley painting.

~

As I teld you on the telephone, she

is content that Mr. Channon should ananounce
his decision as e proposes, e agreed
that you will be making contact with

Dr. Armand Hammer's representative toO
inforn them of the timing of the announce-
ment. The Prime Minister hopes that it can
be made with the minimum furtasr delay.

M A PATTISON

Miss Mary Giles,
Office of the Minister for the Arts.




10 DOWNING STREET

PRIME MINISTER

Here is Mr. Channon's proposed

decision on the Leonardo Codex.
As forecast, he has in mind a one

e o,

month delay. The press release

to accompany the announcement 1S

attached to his minute.

You wanted to have a word
with Sir John Foster. We should
be able to get hold of him in the
morning, and I will arrange this
after your diary meeting. I am
also attaching - Flag A - David
Wolfson's suggestion about what

you might say to him.

yaet o

10 February 1981




CONFIDENTIAL

PRIME MINISTER

I have seen the account of your meeting with Dr Hammer last
Thursday about the Leonardo Codex. Under all the circumstances
I suggest that I accept in principle the Reviewing Committee's
decision to delay export, but reduce the delaying period before
a licence is granted from 3 months to 1 month.

2. This is a wholly exceptional case. The object is a manuscript,
so that at most /7 or 8 institutions in the UK would be seriously
interested. They would have to mount a public appeal for money.

I understand that in fact none of them wish to do so.

3. Your office has told mine that Dr Hammer would be unlikely

to cause trouble over a delay of say a month. Of course the
crucial thing is that he should keep to his generous offer of
exhibiting the Codex regularly in this country.

4., If you think this is a reasonable course I could announce this
with another case within the next few days as a routine matter,
though I would want Dr Hammer to have a day's advance notice.

>. I enclose a possible draft Press Notice. Would you be content
with this?

e

PAUL CHANNON
{O February 1981




DRAFT PRESS NOTICE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

T™WO EXPORT LICENCES SUSPENDED

Mr Paul Channon, Minister for the Arts, has decided that licences to export
the Leicester Codex by Leonardo da Vinci and a painting by Edward Haytley
'Sir Roger and Lady Bradshaigh with Haigh Hall, Lancashire, beyond' should be
withheld for one month and three months respectively.

The cases were considered by the Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works
of Art at their meeting on 28 January 1981. The Committee considered that
both items were of national importance under the criteria laid down by the

Waverley Committee. They recommended that licences should be withheld for

three months in both cases.

e mE S R S T WP,

In deciding that the suspension period for the Leicester Codex should be one
month rather than three months as recommended by the Reviewing Committee, the
Minister took into account information available to him and the result of
particular enquiries made both before and after the sale about the prospects
of a public collection seeking to acquire the Codex. These consultations
have shown that there are at present no plans by any major public collection
for launching an appeal which would be needed in order to raise the

necessary funds. The Minister considers nevertheless that a waiting period
is desirable to establish beyond all doubt whether any public collection
wishes to make an offer to purchase the manuscript, but considers that in the

particular circumstances one month will be adequate.

Mr Channon also took into account the offer which has been made by Dr Armand
Hammer, purchaser of the Codex, to exhilit the moanuscript regularly in the
United Kingdom. He lhas described it as 'a very generous offer which would
achieve the regular display in this country of a manuscript that has been

on public view only once in the last 300 years'.

Any public collection in the United Kingdom which 1s interested 1n making

an offer to purbhase either of the items can obtain further information

from the expert adviser concerned.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

The Leicester Codex by Leonardo

le This manuscript, which was compiled in about 1508, consists of 36
sheets (ie 72 pages) in folio, measuring approximately 299 x 225mm. It 1is

written in Leonardo's hand from right to left. There are drawings on 59

0f the pages. The main theme of the manuscript is the flow of water or,

more broadly, physicel geography. The manuscript was sold at Christie's
on 12 December 1980 by order of the Trustees of the Holkham Estate.

2. A licence was granted on 29 December 1930 for the temporary export of

the manuscript to Washington for the Inauguration ceremonies. The manuscript
was returned to this country in time for the meeting of the Reviewing
Committee on 28 January 1981 to consider the application of an export licence

for the longer term.

5. The Reviewing Committee attached to their recommendation a note of
concern about Dr Hammer's plans for the manuscript to be displayed
throughout the world in view of the risks involved. This has been drawn
to Dr Hammer's notice.

L., If a public collection offers to buy the manuscript for £2,420,000 by
midnight on .... March 1981, an export licence will not be granted. (This

figure represents the auction price plus the 10 per cent buyer's premium.)

The expert adviser, from whom further details can be obtained, is:

The Keeper of Manuscripts
The British Library
2 Sheraton Street

LONDON
W1V 4BH

Painting by Edward Haytle
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PRIME MINISTER c. Mr. Wolfson

The Teicester Codex

Mr. Channon is considering this overnight. The recommendation

made by officials is that he should announce on Thursday a one-

A < i s i m e A

month delay on the export licence, to allow public collections a

further opportunity to consider whether they are interested. He
will make it clear that he has already been i1n touch with the major

public collections, and has found no sign of interest. He would

i e SR S T L s WU A Wi 1 30 Bl o s TR 1 L N TV ST

also be announcing his decision on two other cases considered at
the same meeting by the Reviewing Committee.

David Wolfson spoke to Sir John Foster on your behalf on

Friday. Sir John confirmed that Mr. St. John Stevas had made 1t
N i s T A R R
clear that it was within his power as Minister to overturn any

recommendation of the Reviewing Committee. But Sir John was also

clear that Dr. Hammer would not wish anything to be done which

could damage his excellent relations with you. Sir John Foster

has telephoned us several times today, after learning from Dr. Hammer
that you salid you wished to see him. He is inclined to press toO

see you. I do not think this is necessary, and you have very

——— i i
little time this week. Do you want to try to find two minutes to

speak to him on the telephone, or can we leave 1it? 1 o =

Mr. Channon's office have also considered the possibility of
his announcing on Thursday that he would now issue an export licence
because he had already been in contact with the major public
collections, thus meeting the spirit of the Reviewing Committee's
recommendations. But this would nevertheless be seen as overturning
the Reviewing Committee's recommendations, and this has not been
done before - the length of delay has simplybeen ygried, and usually
upwards rather than downwards. Thus such a decision would be very
much open to attack. The Arts office are pretty confident that the

arts world would accept it, but it is more the general muckraking
M

journalist that we need to have 1in mind.
ﬂ

When Hammer left you, he hoped that there would be no
announcement about the Codex until Mr. Channon had finally satisfied

himself about the position of the public collections. Hammer in

fact believes that he has got a bargain, and he is genuinely
M

/ nervous




nervous that somebody else may spot this and therefore try to
compete. We think he is mistaken in this. It is also very difficult
?E_Tgave aé;Eg_;H;-;;HSEEEEE;;?T-EEZEGEE Mr. Channon cannot further
delay a decision’Eﬁ-?ﬁg-EEher two pending cases. If he simply

makes no mention of the Codex, that will immediately arouse

suspicion.

If Mr. Channon does recommend that he announce this week a
decision to impose a one-month delay, I suggest that you should
accept it and that we get the announcement made as quickly as
possible. There can be no further argument with Dr. Hammer.

In the interim, you need to decide whether to be in touch with

Sir John Foster.

2/

9 February 1981
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10 DOWNING STREET HK X o A

From the Private Secretary 6 February 1981

\

Thank you for providing briefing about the Leicester
Codex for the Prime Minister's meeting yesterday with Dr.
Hammer. The Prime Minister had a brief word with Dr. Hammer
about it at the start. Dr. Hammer is clearly most disappointed
with the Reviewing Committee recommendation, and believes
that it is not well founded. He nevertheless appreciates
that Mr. Channon will wish to have the opportunity to confirm
that there is no public collection in this country which has
both the funds and the inclination to seek to acquire the
Codex, and that an export licence will not be granted until
Mr. Channon has satisfied himself of this.

I understand that Dr. Hammer has arranged that the Codex
should be available to any public collection who might want
to exhibit it. I believe that Occidental also have a few
copies ol the detailed catalogue prepared by Christies, which
would similarly be made available.

We will need to speak further about this before your Minister

makes a public announcement of his response to the recommendations

of the Eeviewing Committee. You will no doubt be in touch with
me.

M. A. PATTISON

Miss Mary Giles,
Department of Education and Science.

(:JWMZ '
- B N
Yo §
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L ,

Paul Channon wants to send a brief reply
to Dr. Hammer today, as he will be seeing Hammer
for the first time at the opening of the

Daumier Exhibition tonight.

His draft - below - basically leaves the

Codex issue to yourmeeting with Hammer tomorrow.

Content that Mr. Channon should write

this afternoon as he proposes?

MA

f

4 February 1981




DRAFT LETTER FOR MR. PAUL CEANNON TO SEND TO DR. HAMMER

Thank you for your letter which I received today.

I was delighted to be appointed Minister for the Arts
and I am most grateful for your kind congratulations and good

wishes and look forward to seeing you this evening.

I realise of course that you are anxious to have a
seﬁiéafé_decision about the Codex but the Review Committee is
an independent body and judges each case referred to it
according to strict guide lines derived from the Waverley
Report of 1952. They were certainly aware of and expressed
their appreciation of, as indeed I do, the generous offer you
had made. The Committee did not, however, regard it as an
overriding reason for departing from their normal procedure
when an item}gssessed as meeting one or more of these

criteria.

SO0 they recommended that three months should be allowed for

a public institutioqrnot,l must stress, a private buyer, to have

the opportunity to raise the necessary funds to buy the Codex.

I know you are seeing the Prime Minister tomorrow. She is

anxious to have a private word with you about the issues involved.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary | 3 February 1981

The Prime Minister has seen Mr. Channon's undated minute
about the Leicester Codex.

We have since discussed this on the telephone. I told you
that the Prime Minister entirely supports Mr. Channon's judgement.
But there are other relevant factors in this case which, in her
view, would make it injudicious to follow a course by the Minister

of Arts, despite the arguments in favour.

The Prime Minister will be seeingDr. Hammer on the afternoon
of 5 February. She intends to raise the subject with him then, on
the baslis that she does not feel able to endorse the overturning
of the Reviewing Committee's recommendation. You agreed to let
me have a brief speaking note which will demonstrate Mr, Channon's
belief that there is no significant prospect of any public
collection having either the funds or the inclination to take
advantage of the three month withnolding period.

I understand that Mr. Channon would like to make public his
reaction to the Reviewing Committee's recommendations on Monday,
9 February. You will no doubt be in touch with us further about

the form of the announcement.

e
L .':-4

M. A. PATTISON

Miss Mary Giles,
Department of Education and Science.

CCNFIDENTIAL
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PRIME MINISTER cc., Mr. Ingham
' Mr. Wolfson
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e e

The Leicester Codex
As you know, the case for coverturning the Reviewing

Committee's recommendation is powerful.

But regardless of the grounds for overturning it, any
such decision is almost certain to be damaging both to you

and Dr. Hammer, because:

(1) Dr. Hammer is well known to be a friend of yours

with ready access;

Publicity about Gordon Reece's departure from

your service to his has hardly died down,;

Hammer's very presence in London next week 1S
for his Daumier exhibition, which has benefited

from Royal patronage;

This would be the first time that an Arts

Minister had overturned a reviewlng committee's

recommendation.

The alternative is this: when you see Dr. Hammer on
Thursday, you explain that, in any other circumstances, you
would have supported your Arts Minister's decision to over-
turn. However in thilis case you feel that you must protect
him, and the reputation of the office of Prime Minister, from

innuendo that would be unfalr but nevertheless easy to make.

it is




It is,, unfortunately, a price that your friends sometimes

have to pay. You are entirely confident that no national

"collection will have any prospect of raising funds for the

Codex, even 1f they were inclined to try. It has already been

more effectively displayed in three months of his ownership

than in all itsS earlier years in this country.

Dr. Hammer should find it very difficult to resist

this, especially considering his continuing interest in

North Sea 01l licences. He was, in any case, intending

to exhibit the manuscript here again in the early summer,

so that 1t should make very little difference to his plans.

It will avoid much in the way of an unjustified smear
campalgn.

I understand that Mr.

Channon now takes the view that
it would be desirable to tackle the issue in this way.

Agree?

M. A. PATTISON

30 January 1981




FROM THE MINISTER FOR THE ARTS

PRIME MINISTER

You will remember that Dr Hammer was given permission temporarily to
export the Leicester Codex to Washington for the Inauguration ceremonies.
It is now back and the Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art

met yesterday to consider his application for an export licence for the
longer term.

As you know, Dr Hammer has agreed to exhibit the manuscript in this
country for three months every year until ten years after his death.

He has asked his Foundation to bear in mind his wish for it subsequently
to be shown in the UK at regular intervals.

But, as I feared, the Reviewing Committee have recommended to me that
an export licence should be withheld for a period of three months

to give a public collection the chance of raising the necessary
£2.4m to buy it.

If T accept the recommendation or accept it but reduce the stop

period to, say, one month, Dr Hammer who may well regard our treatment
of his generous offer as mean spiritedymay withdraw it. 1In that

event the country may in the long term lose the opportunity of

seelng the manuscript. If, however, I agree that a licence should

be granted, this will mean overturning a recommendation by the
Committee for the first time since it was established in 1952.

Dr Hammer is coming to London on 3 February and is seeing you on 5th.
We shall need to decide what to do by then. My officials have taken
soundings and I understand and would be able to say,that in fact there
is no real prospect of any)public institution launching an appeal to
save the manuscript. Lord Charteris, Chairman of the National
Heritage Memorial Fund, has already said privately that he has no
intention of stepping in. There is one other complication. The
Committee have expressed concern that the manuscript might be damaged

by excessive travel. I am quite certain that Dr Hammer has already
taken this point into account.

I Jjudge that a decision to grant a licence, although likely to attract
some publicity, will not cause too much trouble. Subject to your views,
therefore, I would propose contrary to the Committee's recommendation,

to agree to a licence being granted - and to announce the decision
on February 3rd.

™
LS

PAUL CHANNON




10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER S5 January 1981

e Dt

|' Ihank you'for your letter of 17 December about the

Leonardo Codex. I am grateful to you for letting me know of

your plans for its future.

I am glad that Norman St. John-Stevas was able to arrange
at short notice for the issue of a licence for the temporary
export of the manuscript to the United States for its restora-

tion and exhibition during the Inauguration ceremonies.

I understand that the manuscript will be returned to this
country later this month for the hearing by the Reviewlng
Committee on the Export of Works of Art of your application for
an export licence for the longer term. The Reviewing Committee
will then submit their recommendation to Norman St. John-Stevas.
Clearly an important factor will be the proposed arrangements
for the exhibition of the manuscript in Britain for three

months each year. I was very pleased to learn ol the extensive

arrangements you have made for that purpose.

/ 1 gather




I gather that, since you wrote to me, the Royal Academy
have suggested that the first showing of the manuscript in this
country could be arranged as paft of the Leonardo exhibition to
be held at the Academy this Summer. I hope that I shall have an

opportunity to see the manuscripf while it is on display this

year.

Iy

Pt e

Dr. Armand Hammer.




PRIME MINISTER

You owe Dr. Hammer a reply to his
letter of 17 December about the Leonardo
Codex. Here is a draft suggested by the
Chancellor of the Duchy, together with a

note about future plans for the Codex.

Mr. St. John-Stevas suggests a draft
which seems to focus very much on the
important role of the Minister for the
Arts 1n all this, but he has taken a

considerable personal interest in it.

/1

2 January 1981




10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER

Leonardo Codex. . - Yt SR WWSET . WK i e et -
£
am grateful to you for i of your plans for its

future.

l“”jlbﬂ““‘" ("’
A=y KIIOW , Normanféi. John-Stevas was able to arrange

at short notice for t?g/;ssue of a licence for the temporary

export of the manusgfipt to the United States for she—plkpoese
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ob its restoratiqﬁ’and k& exhibition during the Inauguration
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I undgmstand that the manuscript will be returned to
this cougfry later this month for the hearing by the Reviewing
Commltgée on the Export of Works of Art of your application
for %ﬂ:export ligence for the longer term. The Reviewing
Coqﬁ;ttee wilftgabmit their recommendation to Norman St.
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I gather that, since you wigﬂéjzzj;e, the Royal Academy

have Suggested that 3 Rl ghli e - RS SRS . S the
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first showing of the mandscript in this country 4e be
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arranged as part offfhe Leonardo exhibition to be held at

the Academy thi§f§ummeq_-:-*- TIrTT > — “EE WAV’
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opportun}t@ to see the manuscript while it is on display at
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Dr. Armand Hammer




Privy CounNnciL OFFICE

WHITEHALL., LONDON SWI1A 2AT

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 2nd Januar " 198

and
Minister for the Arts.

CONFIDENTTAL

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
LONDON SWA1

VDeas Prime Ministes,

I have seen the letter of 19th December from your Private

Secretary to mine enclosing a copy of Dr Hammer's letter to
yvou of 17/th December about the Leonardo manuscript.

As I have already reported to you, I was able to arrange for
the issue on 29th December of a licence for the temporary
export of the manuscript to the United States. Dr Hammer has
undertaken that the manuscript should be returned to this
country by 28th January when the Reviewing Committee on the
Export of Works of Art will meet to consider Dr Hammer's
application for an export licence for the longer term. 1

propose to announce a decision on the grant of a licence
within a few days of that meeting.

In reaching a decision I shall of course take the fullestT
account of the proposed arrangement for the exhibition of the
manuscript in this country for three months each year. Since
we met I have been in touch with Dr Hammer and 1 am pleased
to report that he has now agreed that the arrangement should
apply not only during his lifetime but also for a period of
ten years after his death, and thereafter at mutually con-
venient intervals. I hope that it might be possible for the

manuscript to be displayed in various parts of Britain, not
juet at the Royal Acadeny.

It has been suggested by the Royal Academy that 1t might be
more appropriate for the first showing of the manuscript in
this country to be arranged as part of the Leonardo exhibition
to be held at the Academy this summer rather than during the
forthcoming exhibition of Dr Hammer's Daumier collection.

It seems likely, therefore, that the first exhibition of the
manuscript in this country will be in June rather than 1in
February as indicated in Dr Hammer's letter.

I enclose a draft reply for you to send to Dr Hammer which
takes account of the developments since he wrote to you.

louds ST wczrol:.)
R EDzwce -

#‘7” Norman St John-Stevas

Approved by the Chancellor of the Duchy of
(Lg%caster gnd signed 1n his aBsence) x




CONFIDENTIAL

DRAFT REPLY FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO DR HAMMLER

Thank you for your letter of 17 December about the Leonardo Codex.
T congratulate you on its acquisition and am grateful to you for
informing me of your plans for its future.

As you know, Norman St John-Stevas was able TO fange at short
notice for the issue of a licence for the temporary export of the

manuscript to the United States for the purpodse of its restoration
and its exhibition during the Inauguration’ ceremonies.

4
"
("'

I understand that the manuscript willjﬁe returned to this country

later this month for the hearing bj/%he Reviewing Committee on the

Export of Works of Art of your appiication for an export licence

for the longer term. The Revie@ihg Committee wil submit their
recommendation to Norman St Johﬁ—Stevas, with whom the final decision
on the grant of an export ligence rests. Clearly an important factor
will be the proposed arrangaﬁents for the exhibition of the manuscript
in Britain for three montWs each year. I was very pleased to learn
from Norman St John- Stev¥as that you have now agreed that the
arrangement should continue to apply for ten years after your death

and thereafter at mutually convenient intervals.

I gather that, since you wrote to me, the Royal Academy have suggested
that it might be more appropriate for the first showing of The manu-
script in this country to be arranged as part of the Leonardo
exhibition to be held at the Academy this summer rather than during
the exhibition of your Daumier collection. I hope that 1 shall

have an opportunity to see the manuscript while it is on display at
the Academy this year.
















NNNNNNNNNNN
BBBBBBB

5 L
L % KA Fin s

& £ il SE Press
L hil- /é,../y &otagionn & e
Al < ber sl )%A‘,f‘  on o
4,,///) n{/ H /w/y Gpone /R
P, ek THE K/é‘./ o

e ¢













10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary ' 19 December 1980

When the Chancellor of the Duchy met the Prime Minister
this morning, he raised two arts matters.

The Chancellor of the Duchy reported his conversations with
Dr. Armand Hammer about the latter's purchase of the Leonardo
da Vinci Codex. The Prime Minister received this morning the
enclosed letter from Dr. Hammer, who describes the arrangements
he has agreed with the Chancellor of the Duchy for regular display
of the Codex in this country, and for restoration. The Chancellor
of the Duchy explained that he had it in mind to require, as a
condition of the export licence, that the Codex should continue
to be displayed in this country until after Dr. Hammer's death.
He also explained that the established procedure for considering
export licence applications could not be completed in time for
Dr. Hammer to display the Codex during the Inauguration celebrations
on 17 January.

The Prime Minister said that she hoped that an export licence
could be granted. She understood that this Codex was not an
absolutely outstanding example of Leonardo's art. She very much
hoped that it would be possible for Dr. Hammer to have the Codex
available on 17 January, even if this was seen as a temporary
absence Irom the country pending the decision on an export licence.
In view of Dr. Hammer's declared intention to show it in this country
in February, it should presumably be possible to come to some
informal understanding. I should be grateful if you could let me
have a draft reply for the Prime Minister to send to Dr. Hammer.

It would be helpful if this could reach me by 2 January.

The Chancellor of the Duchy also informed the Prime Minister
of his conversations with the Duke of Devonshire about the future
of the Chatsworth collection. The Prime Minister said that she
hoped the Duke could be persuaded to announce his trust proposals
and his specific sale plans simultaneously.

Miss Mary Giles, |
Office of the Minister for the Arts.
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OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION

10889 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD +* SUITE 1500
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024

(213) 879~-1700 +« (213) 477-0066

ARMAND HAMMER December 17, 1980.

CHAIRMAN AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Rt. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister and First Lord of the
Treasury,

10 Downing Street,

London, SW1.

Dear Mrs. Prime Minister,

As you undoubtedly know, I was successful in acquiring one of ’
Leonardo da Vinci's Codex (notebook). ‘

I was motivated by the fact that the British Museum has another
Leonardo Codex,although somewhat smaller in size, consisting of
270 sheets = while the United States has none.

I thought you would Llike to know my plans for this notebook. I
intend to restore it to its original folios, have each folio

mounted between two layers of protective plexiglass, and framed
for exhibition purposes.

I expect this will be done either at the laboratory at Windsor
Castle, under the supervision of Mrs. Jane Roberts, Curator of
the Queen's collection of Leonardo works, or in California

under the supervision of the foremost Leonardo scholar, Professor
Carlo Pedretti, who edited and published the Queen's extensive
Leonardo collection.

I propose to offer it for a three-month show at the Royal Academy
next year and thereafter every year until my death. After that

the discretion to loan it will be with the Armand Hammer Foundation,
but I will inform it of my wishes to show the exhibition in the
United Kingdom at mutually convenient intervals.

Sir Hugh Casson has agreed that I should show it at the Royal
Academy at the same time as I am exhibiting my Daumier collection
of oil paintings, original drawings and bronze sculptures and
prints beginning February 4, 1981.




.e Rt. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.

London, SW1.

December 18, 1980.

In the meantime I have been asked by President-Elect Reagan's
Inaugural Art Committee ( of which I am a member), to show the

notebook during the Inaugural festivities. Therefore, it will
be a part of the Inaugural. I have arranged to have it shown

at a reception on Saturday, January 17, on which day the
ceremonies begin. The President-Elect, his cabinet members

and all top officials in the new administration will view it.

After I have shown it at the Royal Academy and in Washington
D.C. it is my intention to have it exhibited in various

countries throughout the world.

I have bequeathed 1t to the Los Angeles County Museum of Art
and, upon my death, it will rest there, along with my collection

of paintings and my Daumier collection.

With warmest personal regards and wishes for a happy hol iday
season.

Sincerely yours,

=

-
---l-l"'-'

>
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P.S. I enclose a copy of my letter of today's date to
Norman St.John Stevas. |
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OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION

. 10889 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD -+« SUITE I500
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024
(213) 879~1700 +« (213) 477-0066

ARMAND HAMMER December 17, 1980

CHAIRMAN AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Rt. Hon. Norman St.John Stevas,
34 Montpelier Square,
London, SW/.

-
- ---'“ﬂhﬂul-ﬁ-—'-t--
e S

Dear Mr. St.John Stevas,

After you so kindly called on me on Saturday December 13,
prior to my leaving for Budapest, in regard to my plans
for the Leonardo Codex, I discussed them with Sir John
Foster as I advised you I would do.

Since then I have had a telephone call from the Chairman
of President-Elect Regan's Inaugural Art Committee, Mrs.
Pascal Reagan, asking if I would show the Codex at a
reception on Saturday, January 17, which is the first day
of the Inaugural ceremonies.

Please Let me know when you would like a press conference,
as you suggested at the time of your visit, announcing my
intention to lLoan the Codex for three months to the Royal
Academy every year until my death, starting at the time of
the opening of my Daumier collection on February 4, 1981.

My general plans are contained in my letter to Mrs. Thatcher,
a copy of which I enclose.

I respectfully ask that the export lLicense requested by
Christies be expedited, because if I get delivery of the
Codex 1mmediately it can be ready in folio form for the
Inauguration.

Please be in touch with my representative Tim Halford who is

fully authorized to act as my agent. His telephone numbers are:
office = 828 5600 or residence = 948-5061.

He has been informed by Christies that the basic procedure
is to submit an application and request that you convene a
meeting of the Review Committee to approve the offer.

e L L L T L L
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The Chancellor of the Duchy would like

to see you this week to discuss Duchy matters
and also the recent sale of the Leonardo da
Vinci notebook. I have put him in the diary

at 1230 pm on Friday 19 December.

¢ STEPHENGS

Erya’
o

15 December 1980




PRIME MINISTER

DA VINCI MANUSCRIPT

You asked us to ensure that, if there was any question at

all of Government intervention over the da Vinci Manuscript,

you should be consulted in advance.

I understand that the Chancellor of the Duchy met Lord Coke
yesterday. Lord Coke made it clear that the Holkham trustees

were pretty well determined to go for auction in order to go for
e ] TR s Wy e gy

a true valuation. They are looking to raise funds to cover not only

T R s A A S U T e T s 2505 B
outstanding death duties, but expected death duties in the event of

the death of the dowager.

The CDL took one step which might have led the Trustees to
expect some Government interest. He asked whether they had in mind
a minumum figure, which might allow them to contemplate a private sale.
Lord Coke undertook to come back with an answer on-Rhis. Bus 3
understand that the conversation revealed that they had in mind the
higher reaches of £€4 to 10 million range canvassed 1in the press.

A S e S Ao w o it

Lord Coke left by a back door to avoid the waiting press. Mr
St John Stevas issued a brief statement saying that he and Lord Coke
had a friendly discussion, and that it was clear that the Trustees

were keen to proceed to auction.

——————

//
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