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~-RSONAL MESSAGE

10 DOWNING STREET

Thank you very much for your kind letter of 17 May. May
I also thank you immediately for the two splendid native and
Kente stoles which your High Commissioner has given me on your
behalf. This was a most generous gift which we all much admire.

Your visit brought great pleasure to us and to the many
people in Britain associated with your country. My colleagues
share my strong admiration for your courage and tenacity in the
face of major economic difficulties and we all wish you well
indeed in your further efforts to restore economic progress.

I was delighted that you could bring a number of your
Ministerial colleagues with you and I understand that they too
had some useful discussions during the week. They are always
welcome here.

Thank you also for your invitation to me to pay an official
visit to Ghana. I should be glad to accept in principle. My
existing commitments preclude a visit during this calendar year;
but I should be delighted to be introduced to your country.
Meanwhile, I look forward to seeing you at Melbourne.

His Excellency Dr. Hilla Limann




2 June/1981

I am writing to confirm our conversation
on the telephone this morning when it was
agreed that the Ghana High Commissioner would
be requested to deliver the presents from
President Limann to 10 Downing Street instead
of delivering them personally. I attach a
copy of the relevant letter from the High
Commission.

CAROLINE STEPHENS

Chris/Jebb, Esq.,
Forej)gn and Commonwealth Office.
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Letter from the Prime Minister to President Limann

I enclose a draft letter for the Prime Minister to send
in reply to President Limann's letter of ;?9ﬁay thanking her
for his offficial visit the week before last and inviting her
to visit Ghana.

As a senior Commonwealth country and the first of our
former colonies in Africa to achieve independence (in 1957),
Ghana is in any case a suitable candidate for a visit in due
course by the Prime Minister, should Mrs Thatcher also be
visiting Nigeria.

President Limann would be upset if the Prime Minister

were to go to Nigeria but not Ghana - which is also, in its
different way, struggling to restore parliamentary democracy.
Lord Carrington therefore hopes that the Prime Minister would
agree in principle to spend a couple of days in Ghana
immediately before or after any visit to Nigeria.

o PP
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(R MJ Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing St
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DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Draft/Final 14

FROM: Reference

Prime Minister

DEPARTMENT:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Top Secret
Secret
Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified

PRIVACY MARKING
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Enclosures—ARag(s)

TO: Your Reference

His Bxcellency
President Hilla Limann
The Castle

Osu

ACCRA

Copies to:

SUBJECT:

Thank you vexry much for your kind letter of 17 May.
May I also thank you immediately r the ‘splendid)two
native and Kente stoles which your High Commissioner
has given me on your behalf. T his was a most generous
gift which we all much admire.

Your visit brought greAt pleasure to us and to the
many people in Britain assofiated with your country. My
colleagues share my strong/admiration for your courage
and tenacity in the fact Af major economic difficulties
and we all wish you well/indeed in your further efforts
to restore economic progress.

I was delighted %hat you could bring a number of your
Ministerial colleagues with you and I understand that
they too had some useful discussions during the week.
are always welcome here.

Thank you alsé for your invitation to me to pay an
official visit to qhana.
principle.
during this calendar year; but I should be delighted to
be introduced to your country. Meanwhile, I look forward
to seeing you at uélbourne.

I should be glad to acecept in
My existing commitments preclude a visit

They



OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GHANA
LONDON

LON/PR.3/1.SF.1

The Ghana High Commission presents its compliments to the
Protocol and Conference Department of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office and, further to the Mission's Note No. LON/PR.3.1./SF.1 dated
13th May, 1981, concerning the recent meeting between the President,
His Excellency Dr. Hilla Limann, and the Prime Minister, The Rt. Hon.

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P., regrets to draw the Department's attention

to the fact that it was not possible for the gift which was mentioned
in the Note to be presented personally by the President to the Prime
Minister before his departure from London. The President has accordingly
directed the High Conmissioner, H.E. Mr. F.K, Badgie, to seek an early
appointment and present the gift to the Prime Minister.
It would be appreciated if an appointment could be arranged for
the High Commissioner to make the presentation on behalf of the President.
The Ghana H}@ Commission avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to the Protocol and Conference Department of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office the assurance of its highest oon51dera.t10n
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London,

21st May, 1981.




PRIME MINISTER

GHANA - ECGD

You will recall that President ILimann raised with you last week the
subject of ECGD cover and in particular he asked for as much medium
term credit as possible to be made available to support the recovery
of Ghana's economy. You may therefore like to know that we have
reached agreement with the Ghanaians on the extent of ECGD support
for them and Cecil Parkinson signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with the High Commissioner, Mr Badgie, today.

The amount of medium term credit of £25m to be made available is
less than the requested %ﬂgg_put the Ghanaians now accept that
this is a substantial increase on the previous facilities afforded
to them, especially as the new credit will be on longer terms and
lower interest rates than hitherto. It has also been indicated to
them that providing they continue to maintain a prompt payment

record on the existing facilities and, more importantly, reach an
agreement with the IMF some further facilities could be made available.

The President's visit appears to have been very successful from the
trade point of view. He was pleased with the very well attended
session at the Iondon Chamber of Commerce, when, with Cecil Parkinson,
he was able to make contact with a wide cross-section of businessmen
and to make a very effective case for Ghana.

I am copying this minute to Geoffrey Howe and Peter Carrington.

.

Department of Trade J B

1 Victoria Street (A
pproved by the Secretary of
Iondon, SWIH OET State and signed in his absence.)

21 May 1981
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19 May,1981

I enclose a letter the Prime Minister has
received from President Limann of Ghana. The
President invites the Prime Minlster to pay an
official visit to Ghana, and says that he looks
forward to receiving her soon.

1 have not acknowledged this letter and %
would be grateful if you could provide us with
a2 draft Pep¥y for the Prime Minister to send to
President Limenn by Wednesday, 27 May.

| Tr—

i T S

R Lyne, Esq _
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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17th May, 1981,

Dear Rt, Honourable Prime Minister,

At the conclusion of my visit, I wish to express
to you my deepest appreciation for the warm and friendly
reception you extended to me and, particularly, for the
understanding and sympathy vou showed towards our problems:
and aspirations and also for the efforts we have so far
made to reintroduce sanity into the anarchic economic,
political and social situation we inherited in September
1979,

I think that our discussions have been most
fruitful and rewarding, I am therefore confident that our
cordial relations which are based on our historical bonds
and shared values will grow closer and become stronger in
the vears ahead,

[ wish to avail myself of this opportunity to
invite you to pay an official visit to Ghana and therefore
look forward to the pleasure of receiving you soon so that
we can review the results of our recent discussions.

With my best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

HIL
PRESIDENT OF "THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA

RT. HON MRS. MARGARET THATCHER,

PRIME MINISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM,
NO. 10 DOWNING STREET,

LONDON S.W. 1
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 13 May 1981

/\MA @;Jeu'c. \

Call by the President of Ghana

I enclose a copy of the record of the
conversation between the Prime Minister and
the President of the Republic of Ghana,

Dr. Limann, which took place here earlier

today.

I am sending copies of this letter and
its enclosure to John Wiggins (HM Treasury)
and John Rhodes (Department of Trade).

oot e

f/;zté:ﬁp{f :%gi$5““‘5¥AJ

Roderic Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office,
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.
'E l) RECORD OF TALKS HELD AT NO. 10 DOWNING STREET BETWEEN THE PRIME
' MINISTER AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA ON WEDNESDAY
13 MAY 1981 AT 1200 HOURS

Present:-

Prime Minister H.E. Dr. Hilla Limann

The Foreign and Commonwealth The Hon. Dr. Isaac Chinebuah,
Secretary Minister of Foreign Affairs

The Secretary of State for Trade The Hon. Prof. George Benneh,

Minister of Finance and
H.E. Mr, James Mellon, CMG Eeonomic Planning
Mr. Derek Day, CMG

H.E. Mr. Francis K.- Badgie
Mr. M.O'D.B. Alexander

Mr. S.E. Quarm, Permanent
Mr. Christopher MacRae Under Secretary, MEA

Dr. A.M. Arthur,
Private Secretary to the
President

* ok Kk ok ok ok Kk Kk %k

The Prime Minister extended a warm welcome to the President

and his party. HMG was flattered and honoured that this was his
first port of call outside Africa since coming to power. Britain
greatly appreciated Ghana's return to Parliamentary democracy.

We understood the magnitude of the economic problems facing the
Ghana Government and were most interested in the way these were

being tackled. The importance of persuasion and good communic-
ations in the task of introducing unpopular measures was well under-
stood. We were also following closely and with sympathy Ghana's
talks with the IMF. The Prime Minister was interested to hear

how the President viewed all these problems and to know more

about his thinking on foreign affairs especially in the African

context.

President Limann thanked the Prime Minister. It had been
difficult to travel outside Africa during a time of great austerity
at home, for there was a need to justify visits abroad to the
electorate; but he had been most happy to accept HMG's invitation.
He congratulated the British Government on the successes at Lusaka

CONHDEN-HAL /and the
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Lancaster House Conference which had led to the independence of
Zimbabwe.

He thought that High Commissioners and Ambassadors in
Ghana had been trying to get out of the capital to see what was
really happening in the countryside; and he felt sure that HMG
would have been receiving accurate reporting on this. However,
he felt that part of his present task was to explain the situation
more clearly to the private sector. The political situation when
he came to power a year and a half ago had been grave. For 10 years,

there had been a virtual suspension of political activities; then
had followed the bloody coup of 4 June. The security situation
which he had inherited had been extremely bad and law and order
had been a major problem. It was one of the achievements oI‘his

Government that they had kept their heads and had managed to

restore the security of the citizen to a reasonable level. The

real problem now was economic. After 10 years of neglect or
abandonment, the country's economic infrastructure was in ruins.
Foreign investment had dried up. Rehabilitation had inevitably

been slow in the last 18 months, not least because of lack of foreign
exchange for essential spare parts. He understood well the role
which private foreign investors could play in improving the
situation; to that end, he had already spoken to Taylor Woodrow

and Cementation, firms which, having worked in Ghana for many

years, understood the problems and could help. He would be seeing
others soon. The pace of recovery was another important political
problem. However, the people of Ghana recognised that the Government
was doing its best in difficult circumstances. They expected much
of Britain, their motherland, and indeed from this visit.
Unfortunately,not all children readily understood that their

mother too might be poor! However, it was the closeness of the
links between the two countries which had encouraged him to explain
the position so frankly.

Dr. Chinebuah added that internal stability had been precarious
when the Government took office. Yet it had been determined to
set up democratic institutions and make them work. Its record
over this had been good. Moreover, the experiment was being watched
by other African countries; and if it succeeded, stability might

CONFIDENTIAL e




spread in the region. The Government's changes would be greatly
helped if older democracies, particularly the UK which understood
Ghana's problems, could give the necessary backing and international

support.

Professor Benneh explained that the fundamental problem was
that the national cake had shrunk considerably at a time when the
number of mouths to eat it were increasing fast (population growth
was running at 3 per cent). The expectations of Ghanaians were

nevertheless high. Unfortunately, the export sector was in extremely
poor health. The world price for cocoa, which accounted for 70 per
cent of exports, had dropped to about a third of its 1978 level.
Timber had also been hit by the drop in world demand caused by the
recession. Even gold production, despite the world price, was also
badly down for lack of investment and spares. At the same time,
one-third of exchange earnings were going straight away to cover the
bill for crude oil imports. To get the economy moving, therefore,

it was essential to improve exports especially in mining and timber.
This needed a major injection of foreign capital from outside.

That was why Ghana had been talking to the IMF to secure concessionary

loans.

The Government well understood the need to attract inward
investment from the private sector too. For this reason, the
President had approved a new investment code (which was now before
Parliament) to create a better climate for investment and improve
confidence. This, for instance, did away with mandatory particip-
ation by the Government in new ventures and was a brave advance on

the previous laws. The Government was already engaged in talks with

the private sector, especially over timber and cocoa. But even the
World Bank was waiting for the IMF's bill of good health to be

issued first.

Talks whith the IMF had gone on for several months now. But he
felt that the technical experts leading the missions had seemed only
able to consider strictly economic issues, whereas these had to be
set in a socio-economic environment with a crucial political
dimension. The Government was trying to retain democratic
institutions so could not ride roughshod over all opposition; so

CONFIDENTIAL  /tve mur's
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the IMF's prescriptions had to relate to the political realities

of Ghana. Nevertheless, Ghana had managed to fulfil virtually all
the IMF's requirements so far. They had been requested to increase
interest rates by 1 per cent and had done so. Later, they had

been asked to introduce a muchhigher rate and agreed to 1lift it
from 13.5 per cent to 19.5 per cent. The main hurdle left
concerned cocoa. The IMF had insisted on an increase in the price
paid to cocoa farmers. Ghana had moved a long way towards this.
But there was onlya limited amount of money available: the consider-
able subsidies for new equipment, etc., which the farmers now
enjoyed would have to be reduced if prices paid for their cocoa were
to go up. Moreover, each time Ghana fulfilled the conditions
demanded by the IMF, the latter imposed new ones.

The question of price for cocoa was linked to adjustments in
the exchange rate which the Ghana Government had suggested they
should be left to decide in the light of what actually could be
achieved. He was sure that support from HMG would help greatly
in bringing the IMF to agree to the stand-by credit which was
essential to economic recovery. President Limann added that his
party's election manifesto had committed it to increases in the
cocoa price. But this would not automatically lead to an early

increase in output which was bound to take some time. Mr. Mellon
explained the course of the IMI' talks. The last, modest, stand-by
arrangements had been made with previous Head of State, General Akuffo.

The present negotiations could in principle be settled reasonably
gquickly, say by June. But the IMF had to understand the difficulties
of political survival of a government which had taken office after

a major mutiny. He confirmed (in answer to a question by the Prime
Minister) that the IMF team had hitherto been led by middle-level
officials who were not very well placed to take account of the
political dimensions of the situation. Mr. Biffen added that it
was important that any decisions should be perceived by the
Ghanaian people as being taken by the Ghanaian Government and

that the latter were not viewed as mere office boys for the IMF.
Professor Benneh, agreeing, said that the Government had taken

some courageous decisions in the last few months. They had removed
all subsidies on consumer goods, including petroleum products. They

CONFIDENTHAL =
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had more or less decontrolled the prices of commodities, partly
to satisfy the IMF but also because of their own determination
to get the economy moving. But it was now necessary to get the
supply side moving before prescribing any more painful medicine
to the Ghanaian people. Indeed, the general position had been
far better in 1971, when devaluation had led to a coup, than it
was today. Moreover, devaluation now, with little in the shops,
would certainly push up prices so would be politically very
dangerous. There were very few options open to the Government.

The Prime Minister commented that the Ghanaian side was

really pleading for a little more international understanding.
She asked if exchange rates were badly askew? President Limann
confirmed that they were. The Government had been trying to devise

solutions. Devaluation was conventionally meant to help promote
exports; but at present, Ghana was scarcely exporting at all so
the theoretical advantages of a massive devaluation would not in
practice much help the country to climb out of the economic morass
in which it lay trapped. In due course, monetary reform was
essential; but much careful planning was needed and some improve-
ment in the general situation, before it could be carried out.

The Prime Minister commented that she well understood the need
eventually to demonstrate to the public some improvement in the

situation if they were to continue accepting unpopular policies

for long.

The Prime Minister and President Limann then retired to

continue their discussion téte-a-téte.

CONFIDENTIAL




Professor Benneh explained that the military governments'

bad economic record had in effect closed international credit

lines to Ghana. Over the last 18 months, on the other hand,

the new civilian government had made great efforts to repay

debts promptly. Indeed, their record had been better than most

in Africa. Moreover, they had a good record over the honouring

of international agreements. For instance, despite frequent
disagreements with Togo, there had been no problems whatever over
the sharing of electric power. Dr. Chinebuah remarked that
allowance for the repatriation of profits by foreign firms had been

another feature of the new Government's policy, despite the fact
that this was not politically popular with all Ghanaians.
Professor Benneh added that Ghana needed to benefit more from
private British firms which, with ECGD backing, could bring more

goods into the country, especially spare parts, so as to help

get the economy moving. Objectively, such a task needed cover

to the tune of £200 million at least. But he well understood that
HMG could not provide anything on that scale. He hoped neverthe-
less that Britain would do all it could to assist, particularly
since other Western countries would no doubt take their cue from
the UK. The Ghana Government understood full well that its economic
problems could be solved only by the efforts of the Ghanaians
themselves. He understood the difficulties of determining how
much could be given by way of ECGD cover; and would comment only
that if the dose of medicine for a very sick patient was too small,
it might not be sufficient to arrest the disease. Mr. Biffen
said he well understood the problem and hoped that the IMF would
be able to take the political dimension properly into considera-
tion. Britain was only too familiar with problems of declining
output. Over ECGD cover, we would do what we could to help.

We hoped that the offer of unlimited short-term credit for six
months would be useful. On medium-term cover, he understood that
the Ghanaian side had just asked for £40 million. We had
offered £25 million in advance of a satisfactory settlement

with the IMF, over a 5-year term (rather than 2) and at a con-
cessionary rate of 74 per cent (rather than a market rate of
12-16 per cent). He hoped that would be taken as an indication
of our understanding of Ghanaian problems at this difficult time.

CONFIDENTAL zuagse
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Mr. Badgie mentioned that the President's team had been
considering ECGD's offer of short-term cover. Although it was
in principle unlimited, in practice they knew that each UK bank
had a country limit. The result might turn out to be actually
less helpful for Ghana than the previous arrangement.

Mr. Biffen replied that the British side would be happy to con-
tinue discussions over this with the Ghanaian team during the
visit. Prof Benneh'concluded by saying that in view of the
critical supply situation, he was appealing to HMG to raise the
figure for medium-term cover to £40 million: for in view

of the shortages in the system, £25 million seemed to be barely

adequate. Many of the industries in Ghana were linked to the
UK in some way. Most wére crippled. through lack of spare parts.
So there was always a core list of essential spares from Britain
which would help create more exports, output and jobs. He hoped
that we had not closed the door on this and that there would be
occasion for further discussion of this point during the visit.
Mr. Biffen replied that he quite took the point but had to add
that we had reached the figure which had been offered only after
close examination not only of Ghana's needs (which we well under-
stood) but also our own financial capabilities. However, dis-
cussions should certainly be able to continue during the talks
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

The meeting ended at 1255 hours.

13 May 1981

™RlT
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RECORD OF TALKS HELD AT NO 10 DOWNING STREET BETWEEN THE
PRIME MINISTER AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
GHANA ON WEDNESDAY, 13 MAY 1981, AT 1200.

PRESENT :

The Rt Hon His /Excellency
Margaret Thatcher MP Dr Milla Limann

f

The Rt Hon ﬁﬁe Hon Dr Isaac Chinebuah
the Lord Carrington KCMG MC inister of Foreign Affairs

The Rt Hon John Biffen MP The Hon Prof George Benneh
oy Minister of Finance and
Mr ﬂlMellon CMG Economie Planning

Mr Derek Day CMG Mr Francis K Badgie
; High Commissioner: for Ghana
Mr M ,Ob B Alexander
Mr S E Quarm, Permanent Under-
Mr Christopher MacRae Secretary, MEA

Dr A M Arthur

Private Secretary to the
President

ik The Prime Ministjer extended a warm welcome to the

President and his pﬁ}ty. HMG was flattered and honoured

that this was his fg;st port of call outside Africa since
coming to power. ritain greatly appreciated Ghana's return
to parliamentary dempcracy. We understood the magnitude of
the economic problems| facing the Ghana Government and were
most interested in the\way these were being tackled.

The importance of pers@asion and good communications in the
task of introducing unpbpular measures was well understood.
We were also following closely and with sympathy Ghana's
talks with the IMF. The Prime Minister was interested to
hear how the President viewed all these problems and to

know more about his thinking on foreign affairs especially

in the African context.

/2
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2 President Limann thanked the Prime Minister. It

had been difficult to travel outside Africa during a time

of great austerity at hom e, for there was a need to justify
visits abroad to the electorate; but he had been most happy
to accept HMG's invitation. He congratulated the British
Government on the successes at Lusaka and the Lancaster House
conference which had led to the Independence of Zimbabwe.

3% He thought that High Commissioners and Ambassadors in
Ghana had been trying to get out of the capital to see

what was really happening in the countryside; and he

felt sure that HMG would have been receiving accurate
reporting on this. However, he felt that part of his present
task was to explain the situation more clearly to the private
sector. The political situation when he came to power a
vear and a half ago had been grave. For 10 years, there

had been a virtual suspension of political activities; then
had followed the bloody coup of 4 June. The security

situation which he had inherited had been extremely bad

and law and order had been a major problem. It was one of
-

the achievements of his Government that they had kept their
heads and had managed to restore the segurity of the citizen
to a reasonable level. The real problem now was economic.
After 10 years of neglect or abandonment, the country's
economic infrastructure was in ruins_gad Poreign investment
had dried up. Rehabilitation had inevitably been slow
in the last 18 months, not least because of lack of foreign
/exchange
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exchange for essential spare parts. He understood well

the role which private foreign investors could play in
improving the situation; to that end, he had already

spoken to Taylor Woodrow and Cementation, firms which,

having worked in Ghana for many years, understood the
problems and could help. He would be seeing others soon.
The pace of recovery was another important political problem.
However, the people of Ghana recognized that the Govefnment
was doing its best in difficult circumstances. They
expected much of Britain, their motherland, and indéed

from this visit. Unfortunately, not all children readily
understood that their mother too might be poor! However, it
was the closeness of the links between the two countries which
had encouraged him to explain the position so frankly.

3. Dr Chinebuah added that internal stability had been

precarious when the Government took office. Yet it had been

determined to set up democratic institutions and make them

the experiment was |being watched by other African countries;

work. Its record‘over this had been good. Moreover,

and if it succeedeq, stability might spread in the region.
The Government's cﬁances would be greatly helped if older:
democracies, particularly the UK which understood Ghana's
problems, could give the necessary backing and international
support.

4. Professor Benneh explained that the fundamental

problem was that the national cake had shrunk considerably

at a time when the number of mouths to eat it were
(popolation growth was wanvgar 3%,).
increasing fast‘,z'The expectations of Ghanaians were

nevertheless high. Unfortunately, the export sector
CONFIDENTIAL /was




CONFIDENTIAL

was in extremely poor health. The world price for cocog?
which accounted for 70% of exports’had dropped to about a
third of its 1978 level. Timber had also been hit by the
drop in world demand caused by the recession. Even goéd
production, despite the world price, was also badly down
for lack of investment and spares. At the same time ABIWENGY
one-third of exchange earnings were going straight away to
cover the bill for crude oil imports. To get the

economy moving, therefore, it was essential to improve exports
especially in mining and timber. This needed a major
injection of foreign capital from ¥he outside. That was why
Ghana had been talking to the IMF to secure concessionary
loans.

5. The Government well understood the need glst to attract
inward investment from the private sector too. For this
reason, the President had approved a new investment code (which
was now before parliament) to create a better climate for
investment and improve confidence. Thi&i&?&dghay with
mandatory participation by the Government in new venturef
for-Jdmstanee,. and was a brave advance onzﬁrevious laws. The
Government was already engaged in talks with the private
sector, especially over timber and cocoa. But even the
World Bank was waiting for the IMF's bill of good health

to be issued first.

6 Talks with the IMF had gone on for several months now.

the
But he felt tha.tLtechnical experts hss=besen leading the missidns

kﬁg seemed only able to consider striectly economic issues,
whereas these had to be set in a socio-economic
environment with a crucial political dimension. The

Government was trying to retain democratic institutions,
CONFIDENTIAL /so
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80 could not ride roughshod over all oppos}tion; so the
IMF's prescriptions had to relate to tﬁgz?zglities of Ghana.
Nevertheless, Ghana had managed to fulfil virtually all

the IMF's requirements so far. They had been requested

to increase interest rates by 1% and had done so. Later,
they had been asked to introduce a much higher rate and
agreed to lift it from 13.5% to 19.5%. The main hurdle
left concerned cocoa, The IMF had insisted on an increase
in the price paid to cocoa farmers. Ghana had moved a long
way towards this. But there was only a limited amount of
money available: the considerable subsidies for new equipment,
etc,which the farmers now enjoyed would have to be reduced
if prices paid for their cocoa were to éﬁaﬁg;be. Moreover,
each time Ghana fulfilled the conditions demanded by the

IMF, the latter imposed new ones.

' P Locon
T The question of priceLwas linked to adjustments in the

exchange rate which the Ghana Government had suggested they
should be left decide in the light of what actually could
be achieved. He was sure that support from HMG would

help greatly in bringing the IMF to agree to the stand-by
credit which was essential to economic recovery.

President Limann added that his party's election manifesto

had committed it to increases in the cocoa price. But

this would not automatically lead to an early increase in
output which was bound to take some time. Mr Mellon

explained the course of the IMF talks. The last, modest,
stand-by arrangements had been made with previous Head of State
General Akuffes. The present negotiations could in principle
be settled reasonably quickly, say by June. But

the IMF had to understand the difficulties of political
CONFIDENTIAL /survival
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survivalL§fter a major mutiny. He confirmed (in answer to a

question by the Prime Minister) that the IMF team had
hitherto been led by middle-level officials who were not

very well placed to take account of the political

dimensions of the situation. Mr Biffen added that it

was important that any decisions should be perceived by the
Ghanaian people as being taken by the Ghanaian Government and
that the latter were not viewed as mere office boys for the

IMIP. Professor Benneh, agreeing, said that the Government

had taken some courageous decisions in the last few months.
They had removed all subsidies on consumer goods, including
petroleum products. They had more or less decontrolled the
prices of commodities, partly to satisfy the IMF but also
because of their own determination to get the economy
moving. But it was now necessary to get the supply side
moving before prescribing any more painful medicine to the
Ghanaian people. Indeed, the general position had been

far better in 1971, when devaluation had led to a coup, than
it was today. Moreover, devaWation now, with little in the
shops, would certainly push up prices so would be politically
very dangerous. There were very few options open to

the Government.

8. The Prime Minister commented that the Ghanaian side

was really pleading for a little more international under-
standing. She asked if exchange rates were badly askew?

President Limann confirmed that they were,. The Government had)

been trying to devise solutions. Devaluation was
conventionally meant to help promote exports; but at present,
Ghana was scarcely exporting aﬁ all so the theoretical
advantages of a massive devaluation would not in practice much

help the country to climb out of the economic morass in
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which it lay trapped. In due course, monetary reform was
essential; but much careful planning was needed and some
improvement in the general situation, before it

could be carried out. The Prime Minister commented

that she well understood the need eventually to demonstrate
to the public some improvement in the situation if they were

to continue accepting unpopular policies for long.

g, The Prime Minister and President Limann then retired

to continue their discussion téte-a-téte.

* * ¥

10. Professor Benneh explained that the military governments'

bad economic record had in effect closed international
credit lines to Ghana. Over the last 18 months, on the
other hand, the new civilian government had made great
efforts to repay debts promptly. Indeed, their record had
been better than most in Africa. Moreover, they had a good
record over the honouring of international agreements.

For instance, despite frequent disagreements with Togo,
there had been no problems whatever over the sharing of

electric power. Dr Chinebuah remarked that allowance for the

repatriation of profits by foreign firms had been another
feature of the new Government's policy, despite the fact that
this was not politically popular with all Ghanaians.

Professor Benneh added that Ghana needed to benefit more

from private British firms which, with ECGD backing, could
bring more goods into the country, especially spare parts,

so as to help get the economy moving. Objectively, such a
task needed cover to the tune of £200m at least, But he well

understood that HMG could not provide anything on that scale.
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He hoped nevertheless that Britain would do all it could

to assist, particularly since other Western countries would
no doubt take their cue from the UK. The Ghana Government
understood full well that its economic problems could be
solved only by the efforts of the Ghanaians themselves.

He understood the difficulties of deterﬁgng how much could be

Igst
given by way of ECGD cover; and would comment onlytif the doge (

medicine for a very sick patient was too small, it might not

be sufficient to arrest the disease. Mr Biffen said he well
understood the problem and hoped that the IMF would be able to
take the political dimensigxqggto consideration. Britain was
only too familiar with problems of declining output. Over
ECGD cover, we would do what we could to help. We hoped that
the offer of unlimited short-term credit for six months would b
useful. On medium-term cover, he understood that the Ghanaian
side had just asked for £40m. We had offered £25m in

advance of a satisfactory settlement with the IMF, over a
5-year term (rather than 2) and at a concessionary rate of
73/4% (rather than a market rate of 12-16%). He hoped that
s &@ig be taken as an indication of our understanding of
Ghanaian problems at this difficult time.

11. Mr Badgie mentioned that the President's team had been
considering ECGD's offer of short-term cover. Although it was
in principle unlimited, in practice they knew that each UK bank
had a country limit. The result might turn out to be

actually less helpful for Ghana than the previous arrangement.
Mr Biffen replied that the British side would be happy to
continue discussions over this with the Ghanaian team during
the visit. Dr Benneh concluded by saying that in view of the
CONFIDENTIAL /eritical




CONFIDENTIAL

critical supply situation, he was appealing to HMG to

raise the figure for medium-term cover to £40m: for in view
of the shortages in the system, £25m seemed to be barely
adequate. Many of the industries in Ghana were linked to
the UK in some way. Most were crippled through lack of
spare parts. So there was always a core list of essential
spares from Britain which would help create more exports,
output and jobs. He hoped that we had not closed the door
on this and that there would be ocecasion for further
discussion of this point during the visit. Mr Biffen
replied that he quite took the point but had to add that

we had reached the figure which had been offered only after
close examination not only of Ghana's needs (which we well
understood) but also our own financial capabilities.,
However, discussions should certainly be able to continue

during the talks with the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

12, The meeting ended at 12.55.

/L
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The Ghana High Commission presents its compliments to the
Protocol and Conference Department of the Toreign and Commonwealth '
Office and has the honour to inform the Department that the President,
His Excellency Dr. Hilla Limann, has expressed the desire to present a
gift to Her Majesty The Queen when he calls at Windsor Castle tomorrow,
14th May, 1981.

The President wishes to present another gift to the Prime Minister,
The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P., during their appointment at
10 Downing Street today, 13th May, 1981.

It would be appreciated if Her Majesty The Queen and the Prime
Minister could be informed accordingly.

The Ghana High Commission avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Protocol and Conference Department of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office the assurance of its highest consideration.
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I should like to extend a most warm welcome to Your
Excellency, to your Ministerial colleagues, and
to the other members of your Party.

We are all delighted to see you here on an
official visit to Britain.

But with pleasure goes sadness,

We were sorry to hear of the recent death
of Alhaji Imoru Egala,

His loss as founder of your Party must be

deeply felt; please accept our sympathy.

Your Excellency, you will hear much this week that
reaffirms the longstanding and very friendly
ties between Ghana and Britain, based on our

——— c—
Commonwealth connection and common traditions
of language, education and free speech.
We are honoured that you should make London
your first port of call outside Africa since

you assumed office.

But we would have been sad had you not done so!

/ You have




You have come at a particularly important time in Ghana's
history.
We have admired your success in guiding Ghana's

—
rehabilitation as a political democracy.

We know of your determination to prove equally
successful in restoring the economy to the
soundest of footings. e —

Ghana's return to democratic, constitutional
Government is something that has given much .
pleasure and satisfaction to the many in this
country who believe in parliamentary democracy

and freedom of speech as the best framework for

personal liberty.

I referred to your resolve to restore Ghana's economy.
We both understand how difficult it is to secure
a wholehearted response from all sections of
a community to the firm measures needed to
bring an economy back on course.

Not all such decisions can be popular,

/1 detect




I detect a strong element of fellow feeling

between us on this!

For our part, we shall continue to offer you

what practical help we can.

Personal

1

We recently signed a further £10 million

programme loan; we are willing to extend

further export credit cover; our bilateral
.
training programme runs at about £2 million

————, i
per year; and we also contribute substantially

to development programmes through multilateral

agencies including the European Development Fund.

contacts between our countries show no signs

of flagging: how could they, when we here

know Ghanaians to be such a friendly and
exuberant people?

At ministerial level, we have recently exchanged

A i ey

visits at a healthy pace.
————

I had. the pleasure of receiving your
Vice-President here a year ago; and I much
e e Y

look forward to seeing Your Excellency again

soon at Melbourne.

/ We have




We have just had a valuable tour d'horizon and I am

glad that your Ministers will be able to follow
this up by further talks with their British
counterparts.
You will, I hope, have some chance to hear
yourself the views of our bankers, industrialists
s e T ]

and traders on how best they can use their
great experience to help in the reconstruction
of your economy.

But I should be disappointed if economic matters were the
only topic of discussion during your visit!
We share many common convictions and face
similar threats, not least over foreign policy.
The independence of Zimbabwe last year was a
major development in Africa, and one which came
about as a result of joint effort and cooperation
within the Commonwealth.
We must continue to discuss the problems which

remain of concern to us in Africa and elsewhere.

/ Over Namibia,




Over Namibia, we seek a peaceful and internationally-
recognised settlement; and in South Africa we
look forward to the creation of a free and Just
society.

You share these goals too.

It is important that, by dialogue, we move
together to help achieve them.

There may of course be occasional minor
bilateral issues on which we do not share an
identical view,

But I see none which cannot be speedily
resolved or on which we cannot amicably agree

to differ.

Your Excellency, your visit this week gives me the
chance to express our faith in the determination

and capacity of you, your government and people

to construct a lasting political democracy in

Ghana and to create a resurgent economy ,

You have our fullest support and our best wishes.







i ¢!

MR ALEXANDER
MR TAYLOR

PRESIDENT LIMANN'S VISIT:
13 MAY

Would you be happy to
have the tete-a-tete in the
study at 12 noon followed by
the plenary in the Cabinet
Room.

m&o‘\' '! [ = C'-"{"'hl r F\E
Y QI EPHE
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SWIA 2AH

8 May 1981

(DCM H‘Ml

Official Visit of President Limann of Ghana: 12-17 May

)
bmac'adeth“E I enclose two sets of briefs for the Prime Minister's use
. at the talks with President Limann from noon on 13 May and
1ubhwﬁ&the subsequent lunch. I also attach a draft speech for the
Prime Minister to use after lunch. The Prime Minister's
toast to the President should be: 'His Excellency the
President of the Republic of Ghana, Dr Hilla Limann'.

We have told the Ghanaians that we expect Dr Isaac
Chinebuah, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Professor George
Benneh, Minister of Finance and Economic Planning, to attend
the plenary talks following the Prime Minister's tete-a-tete
with the President (the remaining Ghanaian Ministers in the
Presidential suite will attend the lunch only). The High
Commissioner for Ghana, the Permanent Secretary of the Ghana
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and another Ghanaian officials
are also expected to be at the talks.

In addition to the Prime Minister, we propose that the
British side for the plenary session should be: Lord
Carrington, a Treasury Minister or senior official, Mr Day,
Mr Mellon (our High Commissioner at Accra) and Mr MacRae,
Head of West African Department (who will take the note).

4.,04.

(R MJ ne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY 1981
STEERING BRIEF

INTRODUCTION

L Ghana was the first of our African colonies tb gain independence
R S e i

QE,32§ZL It was well endowed in economic and human resources and
seemed destined for a bright future. But after the turbulence of
the Nkrumah era whichuggz—¥ﬁg—zsantry on a épiral of economic decline,
and the succession of military governments which followed, the
economy is now in an extremely run down state, which puts enormous
strains on its all too vulnerable civilian regime. After his visit
exactly a year ago:_Mr Luce concluded that both the new_multi—part§
Qemocracy, and the government's efforts to restore the economy,

were on trial. Since they the situation has gradually improved,
although the difficulties remain immense, _

2 President Limann and his ministers look particularly to Britain

to help breathe new life both in Ghana's parliamentary democracy

and convalescent economy. The visit is Limann's first outside
Africaﬁgzﬁﬁa taking office, The Ghanaians are grateful for the
bilateral aid we have managed to provide and are unlikely to press

for more during the visit. But they do want our support in
international fora, and help and advice on how to get their industry
and exports going again. We have an interest in responding positively.

—

OBJECTIVES

. 3. (a) to lend our public support to a democractic, constitutional
and pro-Western Governmnet in one of the more important

Commonwézigg_zsﬁﬁf?ies dnCAfrica:

by so doing, to improve the chances of stability in a
country which, despite its economic straits, remains a
useful export market and source of raw materials. Hence,
to encourage stability in West Africa more generally;

to discuss Ghana's request to the JMF for assistance, which
is an essential element in Ghana's economic (and hence

political) recovery; :
to take the opportunity to discuss other African political
problems, and explain our current_thinking over Namibia;

/(e)
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(e) to discuss international economic issues of immediate

concern to Ghana, specifically the International Cocoa
Agreement.

THE ISSUES
4, Political

Internal stability has improved since the Third Republic under
Limann came into existence in Octoberrigzg but the collapsed state
of the economy could yet be the cause of violent industrial or
social unrest. While the government's authority remains so
brittle, there is always the risk that some move might be taken
against the President during his absence from Ghana: but we do not
rate this as a very serious possibility. Rather, in inviting
Limann here, we may be able thereby substantially to boost his
authority and acceptability in Ghanaian eyes. !

5. Economic

The visit comes at a critical time for Ghana's negotiations for

IMF assistance. This is of direct interest to us in that drawings by
Chana on the IMF will allow her to repay debts and maintain a certain
level of imports, at least a fifth of which come from Britain. We
are Ghana's traditional and major trading partner, Ghana's talks
with IMF staff have not gone well because of the need for
;;EEI¥EEEETZ€;-355001ated with IMF drawing -and, Quite simply,
because of a certain failure of communication between the two sides.
An essential element is likely to be devaluation, Limann, for
political reasons, has insisted on retaining control over its timing.
He will hope to win our support for his case at the IMI' and is
bringing with him his new Finance Minister for talks with the
Chancellor of the Exchequer. We should listen sypathetically to
Limann's views while not undertaking to lobby on £3§ behalf: for

we cannot openly interfere in Gham's negotiations with the IMF or
commit the UK in advance to support a stand-by programme which has

yet to be drawn up.
6. Bilateral

Our relations are good, with no major issues in dispute. There are
no peints we wish to raise specifically at .the No 10 talks.

I
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7. International

Limann knows that he must put his political and economic house in
order before his government can carry any weight on the African
scene. But this is a good opportunity for a general tour d'horizon,

especially on Southern Africa.

THE TALKS

8. Téte-i-téte _

The Prime Minister may wish to stress our pleasure at the visit and
congratulate Limann on the return to ecivilian rule and the maintenance
of the principles of justice, freedom and equality in Ghana. She
might invite the President Egﬂgive his frank assessment of Ghana's
future, whilst suggesting that detailed discussion of economic and
az;_BITateral problems be brought up in the immediately following
plenary talks. She might also sav that we hope that the plenary

talks will provide the opportunity for a free exchange of views,

as between Commonwealth friends, on international issues, particularly
southern Africa. Should Limann invite her to visit Ghana, the Prime

Minister might respond positively but in general terms.

9. Plenary session

No agenda has been arranged. OFf the 6 Ministers accompanying the
President, the Foreign Minister (Chinebuah) and Finance Minister
(Benneh) will take part, together with the Ghanaian High Commissioner
and senior officials. The President might first be invited to

speak about Ghana's economic problems (Brief No 2) and raise any
bilateral issues which concern him. The Ghanaians can probably be

mleft to do most of the talking during this part of the talks.

10. However, should they make unrealistic demands for further
bilateral aid, we should draw attention to the substantial assistance
we are already giving to Ghana, given our own limited resources.
Within the constraints of our current aid framework, Ghana's economic
plight has been recognized in a new g;o million programme loan just
signed. €40 million has been pledged in bilateral capital aid over
fgghﬁast 6 years and our technical cooperation programme runs atﬁ

@2 milligg_;_géar (Brief No 3). We have also indicated our willingness
tETEEEEHE‘EEaﬁ cover, for cormercial business and await Ghanaian
views on the priofities (Brief No 4). In the military field, we have
given the Ghanaians logistic assistance; have had other advisory

teams helping the reorganisation of their armed foreces; and have
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lent personnel to the Staff College (Brief No 5). We have given
advice to the police (Brief No 6). There is little more we can do
beyond continuing to offer this form of help and referring to our
support through various multilateral agencies, especially the

EDF.

11. Contentious points are the Air Services Agreement (Brief No 7)
and students' fees (Brief No 8b). But it is unlikely that the
Ghanaians would wish to put the benefits of the visit in jeopardy
for the sake of relatively minor disagreements. Immigration and
nationality matters seem unlikely to come up (Brief No 10).

12, The President might possibly raise the question of British
representation at Ghana's Silver Jubilee celebrations of Independence
in March 1982.

13, The British side might then lead on to international issues.

The latest position on southern Africa can be reviewed (Brief No 12),
and Limann's views invited on the two mqin political issues in West
Africa of international concern, Western Sahara (Brief No 14) and

Chad (Brief No 16). If there is time UNIFIL/South Lebanon (Brief No 15)
Commonwealth matters (Brief No 17), East/West relations (Brief No 18)
might also be brought up. Limann is likely to feel obliged to emulate
President Shagari in taking the OAU line on southern Africa, but is
unlikely to speak with any great critical (force about British policies

there or, indeed, make a strong pitch against our role elsewhere

in the international sphere.

14. The programme for the visit is attached (Brief No 19).
Engagements of which the Prime Minister may wish to be aware are: the
lunches offered by The Queen at Windsor and by the City of London

at the Mansién House: the dinners hosted by the Governor of the Bank
of England and the CPA; the separate meetings with the Chancellor

—

and the Archbishon of Canterbury; and the meetings with British

exporters at the London Chamber of Commerce.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BRIEF NO 1: BACKGROUND NOTE ON GHANA

BASIC FACTS
Name

Land Area
Population

GNP Per capita
(1978)

Life expectancy
(1978)

Climate

Currency

Main exports

Tribes

Political parties

The Republic of Ghana
92,000 sq miles (cf UK 94,000)

11 million

Tropical and humid

The cedi (official exchange rate
6.5 = £1)

Cocoa, Aluminium, Gold, Timber
RS-

Dominated by the Akens, a confederation
e —cn g
of which Ashanti are central element.

Important'coastal tribes are the Ga and
the Fante.

Pecple's National Party:

71 seats of 140 in the National Assembly.
President Limann (not a member of the
Assembly) is Party leader, Nana Okutwer
Bekoe acting chairman). The PNP is the
successor to Nkrumsh's Convention
Peopie's Party.

Popular Front Party: 42 sgeats

Led by Victor Owusu..

United National Convention: 1% seats
Breakaway from PFP. Led by William
Ofori-Atta (who is also Chairman of the
Council of State). Formerly in
informal coalition with ruling PNP,

Action Congress Partv: 10 seats
Led by Col (retired) Frank Bernasko.




Historical Background

2e From the 15th to the 19th centuries the coastal regions

between Accra and Takoradi came under the influence of Portugese,

Danish, Dutch and British traders, who established a network of
fortified posts in treaty relations with the coastal tribes. The
British eventually came into conflict with the expanding Ashanti
Empire but victory resulted in the southern region becoming the
British Crown Colony of the Gold Coast in 1874. British missionary
commercial and political activity continued and resulted in a
Protectorate over the northern territories being established in
1899, The Ashanti Empire was finally conquered in 1901. In 1902
the Gold Coast Colony, the territory of the Ashantis and the
Protectorate of the Northern Territories were amalgamated. From
1920 onwards the economy prospered as the country's mineral and
agricultural resources were exploited. A wage-earning.class and a
| prosperous middle class developed. The expansion of education
after 1920 fostered political consciousness in Ghana. British
officials ran the key ministries, excluding educated and well-
qualified Africans from the administration. The world slump of the
19%0s and World War II cut back economic and social development.
After the Second World War, political discontent grew and by the
late 1940s a radical movement had emerged, demanding self-
government. Kwame Nkrumah and his Convention People's Party won
successive elections in the 1950s. At Independence on 6 March 195
the Gold Coast became Ghana and the first British Colony in Elack
Africa to..achieve independence. Ghana became a republic in 1960
but remains in the Commonwealth. e

Tribal Matiers

5 Ghana is dominated by the Akans, a large confederation of
tribes of which the Ashanti are the central element. The Akans
occupy the heavily forested middle belt area of the country which
produces most of Ghana's agricultural and mineral wealth (cocoa,
timber, gold, diamonds). The two most important coastal tribes
are the Ga (Accra area) and Fante (Cape Coast Area), They have
been in contact with Europe for much longer than the rest of the
country and are well represented in business and the professions.
Northern Chana is much poorer and less developed than the
southern half of the country. It is occupied by a large number
of small tribes, some of them Muslim and others animist

/(Christianity




(Christianity is dominant among the southern tribes). On the
southern border with Togo, the Ewes are the dominant tribe. ESome
Ewes have never accepted as satisfactory the United Nations
plebiscite at Independence which led to the division of the Ewes
between Ghana and Togo and dissidents still wish to see the creatio
of an independent Ewe State.

Internal affairs since Independence

4., Kwame Nkrumah was Ghana's first Prime Minister, and later
Pregident. His rule became increasingly autocratic, repregsive and
extravagant and there was popular rejoicing when he was overthrown
in 1966 by an army coup. In 1969 the ban on political activity was
lifted and civilian constitutional government re-introduced.
Elections were won by the Progress Party led by Dr K A‘Busia, who
became Prime Minister. His administration was overthrown in a

| military coup in 1972 when a National Redemption Council (NEC) was
. formed, with a Supreme Military Council (SMC), headed by

General I K Acheampong, ruling the country. A palace revolution
in 1978 removed Acheampong and replaced him with General Akuffo,
who comumitted himself to a programme for returning the country to
civilian rule in 1979. He in turn was overthrown on 4 June 1979
by a violent uprising of Jjunior officers and other ranks, who
established an Armed Torces Revolutionary Courncil (AFRC), headed
by Flight Lieutenant J J Rawlings. TFormer SMC leaders were
executed. The ATRC declared its intention to eradicate corruption.
However, the group allowed general elections to go ahead as
planned later in June (for Parliament) and in July (for President)
and the Third Republic came into existence on 24 September 1979, -
headed by President Hilla Limann and his People's National Party
which won 71 seats in the 140-seat Assembly.

The Limann Administration

Se President Limann's ecivilian government have steadily gained
in confidence and returned the country to the threshold of
stability. The AFRC and Rawlings are discredited in public eyes;
morale amongst junior ranks in the forces, still a target for any
subversive efforts, is still low but the army is less of an insiste
security threat than 18 months ago. The present danger is less of
a coup generated within the Army but more one of general

industrial or social unrest and violence in which individual

/soldiers




soldiers or Army groups could become involved. Essenbially,
however, there remainsg broad and public support for the
democratic system and constitutional government. The National
Asgenmbly is active, and the minority parties have cooperated to

make the Parliament effective, (the term “"opposition" has not been

used, though criticism of Government policies is real and
increasing). The President's principal task has been the
rehabilitation of the economy, in a collapsed state after 7 years
of inept and corrupt rule under military commanders, exacerbated
by falling world cocoa prices and rising o0il prices. DMuch of the

government's efforts in economic management have been to reduce
foreign debt arrears and to reassure Ghana's foreign aid donors
and creditors. Massive help from the IMF is being sought and &
series of IMF teams have visited Accra to negotiate terms, (see
brief no 2). During these negotiations, the Ghanaian Government
seem to have accepted in principle the need for devaluation of

the cedi (Ghana being an island of artificially low prices amongst
her neighbours), although being cautious about its timing, and for
a full-scale economic stabilisation plan for national recovery.
Prospects for sustained improvement in world demand for Ghanaian
cocoa are uncertain, but, given massive investment, the country's
gold reserves could be exploited further.

6. Within the PNP the intellectual group surrounding Limann has
remained in ascendancy, although there are likely to be factional
squabbles this year between the congervative 'old guard' and the
new, young, pro-socialist 'revolutionary wing'. The recent death
of Imoru Egala, founder of the PNP, enhances the President's role
as coordinator of the Party. The next few months are likely to be
particularly difficult for him as internsal Party problems are '
added to those of industrial unrest, shortages of consumer goods
and the political effects of devaluation. The President's
honeymoon ig over. But his firmness in adopting a policy of good
housekeeping and his efforts to bring about political conditions
conducive to a reconstruction of the economy give grounds for
cautious optimism. '

External Relations
7 Ghena is non-aligned but fundamentally Vestern-orientated.
The emphasis in foreign policy under President Limann's

/administration




administration has been Lo restore overseas confidence in the
country. The Government have looked principally to the West and
to the INMF for economic assistance. President Limann has
undertaken a series of visits to neighbouring African countries.
But his visit to Iiondon will be his first outside the continent
since he took office. The Ghanaian Government's reaction to

major international issues such as Iran and Afghanistan has been
muted, largely due to their preoccupation with internal economic
problems. Ghana tends to follow the OAU line on African issues,
including Southern Africa. In November 1980 the Government

expelled the entire staff of the Libyan Embassy because of their

suspected subversive activities.

UK~Ghana Relations

8. British relations with Ghana have traditionally been
friendly and close, snd are particularly so with the Limann
Government. About 1700 Britons live in Ghana. During 1980 there
wag a lively exchange of Ministerial visits in both directions:

Mr Iuce and Mr Marten went to Ghena; the Ghanaian Vice-President,
Tinance and other Ministers came to London. "The official
invitation to the President is their natural continuation, (Dr Busi
as newly elected Prime Minister, was the last Ghanaian Head of Gov-
ernment to visit Britain as an official guest in October 1969; a
visit by General Akuffo planned for April 1979 was cancelled at
Ghanaian request). The late Duchess of Kent attended Independence
in 1957; Her Majesty The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh visited
Chana in 1961 and the Prince of Wales did so in 1977.

9. In March 41982 Ghana will celebrate her Silver Jubilee of
Independence. Plans on the form the celebrations will take have
not yet been announced.

VWest African Department
¥CO
5 May 1981
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OFF ICTAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 2: TINANCIAL RELATIONS

POINTS T0O MAXE

TMF /GHANA

1. Great sympathy for Ghana's economic problems. UX doing
best to help through aid programme, (see brief no 3).

2. Agreement with IMF importent for economic recovery. Hope
IMF' Staff and Ghansien Authorities will be able to resch
egreement on satisfactory programme. Improper for UK to'
intexrfere in IMF/Ghanaian negotiations.

5. Hope to support a Ghanaian application for IMF drawings in
the Executive Board. But nust await outcoume of Fund Staff
digcussions with Ghenaian Authorities before we cen give any
commitment.

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICIAT VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 2: FINWANCIAL RETLATIONS

ESSENTTAL FACTS

TMF /GHANA

1. Ghana's problems stem from the fall in the price of cocoa
from 1974 onwards and the two o0il shocks. These factors have
been exacerbated by previous Ghanaian Governments' avoidence of
parity adjustment and weak economic management. A smell one-yesr
standby drawing (SDR 53 million) was agreed in 1979. This low-
conditionality drawing helped deal with the immediate balance of
payments problem and was accompanied by a mild stebilisation
programme (which did not, however, address underlying

structural weaknesses).

2. Bince the expiry of this standby in Jenmaary 1980, Ghana hes
sought further assistance from IMF. The Staff preference was
for a further one year standby agreement to be followed by en
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) prograuwme over & number of years;
the letter would tackle the structural balance of payments
problems which require longer-term assistance. An outline of 2
one-year standby agreement for SDR 100 million (63% of quota),
was prepared in January 1981. In February, the Ghanaian
authorities failed to reply to Staff requests for clarification
of interest rate policy, cocoa prices and the exchange rate. As
a result, the draft sgreement was put on ice. (For their part,
the Ghanaians had accuged the Fund of being unsympathetic to the
problems of developing countries, and, more specifically,

making their conditions tougher at successive negotiating

3, 1MF/Ghanaian contacts since renewed. A Staff mission

in Accra now. Negotiations may revive the standby arrangement;
though the Ghansian authorities may still prefer an EFF of

SDR 715 million (450% of quota).

4, Most sensitive igsue is likely to be devaluation. The
President, while not against, wishes to keep control of the
timing himself. Ve believe that thisg is meinly for the
political reason that he does not wish to appear subservient to

CONFIDENTIAL ' Jthe THF.
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the IMF. However, the Cedi is grossly overvalued, (its black
market rate is nine times the official rate). This value, by
making imports cheap and encouraging the black market evasion
of import controls, deepens Ghana's chronic budget deficits
through losgs of Tax revenue. It is very unlikely that Staff
would egree & programme without some explicit commitment to
devaluation.

S It would be most improper for the UK to lobby the IMF Staff
on behalf of ‘the Ghanaians. 1In any case the UK shares the
Steff's concerns about exchange rate policy. It will be open to
the UK to support an Agreement, once it has been reached, when it
comes before the Executive Board. But we will need to be
satigfied that it meets the requirements of Ghangs's economic
situation and is consigtent with IMF lending policy.

1 eange
Lagues

6. The Ghanaiang are moderabtes on internctionsl economic issusd.
In September 1980, they voted with VWestern countries against the
campaign, orchestrated by radical G77 states, to grant PLO
obgerver statug at IMP/IBRD Annual Meetings. They are likely to
be among the moderates at the CHGM in Melbourne and on presgent
form will teke & sympathetic attitude to UE policy on relstions
with developing countries.

Economic Relations Department

"CO
1 May 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-47 MAY
BRIEF NO %: AID

Points to Make

i Mr Marten able to offer a new £10 willion loan during his

visit last November. Indicates our concern to support
rehabilitation of Ghanaian economy. Appreciate Ghana sagueezed
between lower cocoa prices and riging fuel bills.

2. Technical cooperabion programme continues at about. &2 pillion
a year. Hope the priority given to training and senior short-term
advisers helpful.

De Furopean Community is contribubting between £%0 million anud
£754 million to Ghana's development under Lomé II. Ghana will
benefit alse from the £65 million to £81 million expected for
regional cooperation in Western Africa. Our share of the
contributions under Lomé& II is 1B.1 per cent.

Upper Region Agricultursl Development Project (URADEP) (if raised)

4, Pity such a potentially valuable project should have gone
astray - faults on both donor and recipient sides. Glad tThat
steps now being taken to remedy situation so far es possible. UK
intends to play constructive part in this process.

UNCLASSTFIED




BRIEF NO 3: AID
ESSENTIAT, FACTS

UK Bilateral Aid

1. Expenditure in both 1979 and 1980 was about £11 million
capital aid and £2 million technical cooperation.

Capital Aid

2e Three loans current:

i. 1975 £10 million project losn. Used to rehabilitate fibre
bag factory, Kumasi (£0.6m), construct oil palm processing
factory, Benso (£2m) and cofinance with VWorld Bank the Upper Region
Agricultural Development Project (£4.%m plus £1.5m technical
cooperation). Lack of progress on latter, highlights difficulty of
implementing large scale integrated projects in West Africa. Most
of remainder of loan expected to go on Kumasi Water Supply Project.

ii. 1978 £20m programme loan. Essentislly for spares and
replacements to increase Ghana's foreign exchange-earning capacity.
Loen largely spent.

iii., 1981 £10 million programme loan. Expected to be used for

equipment and spares in wining, agricultural and transport sectors.

Technical cooperation

S Programme running at about £2 million a year. Mainly for
supplementation of British staff in universities and schools,
training of Ghanaians in Britain and Technical Cooperation Officers.

4, General strategy is to (i) run down number of supplemented
staff in universities, (ii) waintain number of training awards in °
spite of increased cost, (iii) provide short-term advisers at
senior level in key areas. .

Multilateral Aid

e World Bank. Our cofinancers of Upper Region Agricultural
Development Project. Also financing large agricultural project in
Volta Region. Interested in projects to rehabilitate cocoa and
part of railway system.

6.  European Development Fund. Priority given to agriculture,
rural development and transport. Under Lomé I 50 million

/European




European Currency Units (ECU) (£27m); UK contribution 418.7
per cent. Under Lomé& II 55-63 million ECU (£30 - 34 m);

UK contribution 18.1 per cent. Ghana will benefit also from
120 - 150 million ECU (£65 - 81m) expected for regional
cooperation in West Africa under Lomé II.

Eastern and Western Africa Department

Overseas Development Administration
30 April 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 4: TRADE AND INVESTMENT

POINTS m™0 MAKE

Development Plans

i3 Is a development plan to be published? What are the priorities?
Gold

o What degree of investor interest has there been in plans to
revive Ghana's gold mining industry?

3% Glad that the Government has made the repayment of international
debts a major priority. This is helping to re-establish Ghana's
international creditworthiness and is encouraging for both UK

exporters and investors. ]

Import Controls

4, The validity of unutilised import licences issued in 1980 was
extended until 31 December 1981. What plans have been made for 1981
licences and what are the priorities?

Pre-Shipment Inspection

5. Pre-shipment inspection of imports for price, quality and quantity
increases costs and involves delays for exporters and importers alike.
Would there not be a cost saving if certain consignments were
exempted? For example, the Nigerians exempt all consignments valued
under about £8,000, raw materials and spare parts for vital industries.

Investment

6. HMG's policy is to encourage private overseas investment (eg
abolition of exchange controls). We are willing to draw specific
proposals to the attention of British industry. Payment delays and
restrictions on remittance of dividends and profits will naturally
deter prospective investors. We hope that new Ghanaian investment
code will provide a more atiractive investment climate.

Investment Promotion and Protecfion Agreement (IPPA)

s HMG would welcome an IPPA'with Ghana. We could begin negotiations
on basis of our model agreement, given to the former Minister of
Finance in June 1980,

CONFIDENTIAL
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ECGD (if raised)

8. ECGD guaranteed a third £10 million line of credit in 1980. A
further £15 million line for the timber industry is being considered;

and ECGD is considering a slight relaxation of its short-term cover

poliey. TIinance on more normal commercial terms will be easier
to obtain as Ghana's international creditworthiness is restored.

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12~17 MAY
BRIETF NO 4: TRADE AND INVESTMENT
ESSENTIAL FACTS

UK-Ghanaian Trade

£'m 1978 Jan-TFeb 1980 Jan-+Feb 1981%*

UK exports 119 DI 1E7
UK imports 110 15 10

* Provisional

In 1980 Ghana was the UK's fifth largest export market in tropical
Africa. The UK is Ghana's principal trading partner; the UK's
market share is in excess of 20 per cent. Other major suppliers are
the USA, Nigeria (prinecipally oil), West Germany and Japan.' Our
major exports are machinery, industrial raw materials and foodstuffs.
Principal UK imports from Ghana are cocoa, timber and gold.

UK Investment in Ghana

2 The book value of UK investment in Ghana (excluding oil, bhanking
and insurance) is £34 million. Ghana's economic and political
problems and past policies of participation in indigenous industries
have led to substantial disinvestment over the last decade. UK
companies still operating in Ghana include Standard Chartered Bank,
Barclays Bank, Llder Dempster (shipping), British Caledonian, Taylor
Woodrow, BP, Tate & Lyle and UAC.

Prospects
3, UK trade and investment has been limited because of Ghana's
chronic economic problems. Development has been hampered by
political upheavals, economic mismanagement, administrative
incompetence (particularly in state enterprises), lack of new
investment and corruption. This has led to low industrial
productivity, severe shortages of essential commodities and foreign
exchange and has resulted in a restrictive import licensing policy.
There is little prosnect of substantial improvement in the short
term. The Limann Government's policies have been geared towards
re-establishing Ghands international creditworthiness. Some success
has been achieved - the pipeline of debt arrears has been reduced
from 24 months to 18 months - but further progress is likely to be
slow as Ghana is caught between rising oil prices and falling cocoa
CONFIDENTIAL
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.production and prices. A 1981 import programme has not yvet
been announced and letters of credit to back extended 1980
licences are issuing only slowly.
4. The long term outlook is less bleak. Modest discoveries of
domestic o0il have been made (production is currently 3000 harrels
per day), although Ghana is unlikely to achieve self-sufficiency
in the near future. Attempts are being made to attract foreign
investors into gold mining (present production is only 400,000
ounces per annum, but the Ghanaians claim that this could be
increased to 2.8 million ounces per annum inless than 20 vears).
A 'Gold Seminar' held in Accra earlier this year attracted internationa
interest (from the UK in the form of Warburgs, Johnson Matheyf
Consolidated Goldfields, Chartered Consolidated and Alluvial Dredges),
but massive investment will be required to realise any substantial
gains.
s An investment code bill designed to attract large scale investment
overseas has been laid before Parliament. It consolidates existing
legislation, but also provides amendments and additional incentives

for prospective investors.
ECGD Cover

6. (a) Short Term:
Irrevecable letter of ecredit/cash against documents under
Section 1 (Commercial Account)

Medium/Long Term:

(i) Section 1 - there is no general authority for cover.

(ii) Section 2 (National Interest Account) - until recently
cover was considered on a case by case basis but in February
this year the LGC agreed, in addition to existing commitments;
a further £25 million of cover.

Lines of Credit

T In 1978 ECGD agreed two Lines of Credit, for £10 million and
US$20 million under Sections 1 and 2 respectively. In -return the
Ghanaians undertook to clear £7.6 million of short term debt arrears.
A third Line of Credit for £10 million was agreed under Section 2 in
1980 (the Ghanaians originally_requested £35 million).

/Attitude
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Attitude to Market

8. In view of Ghana's history of fbreign exchange shortages, poor
payment record, rescheduling of medium term debts and generally
bleak economic prospects ECGD's attitude to the market continues to
be very cautious. However, they are now considering a slight
relaxation of Short Term cover policy from ILC/CAD terms to 180 day
tenor/ILC (because of Ghana's improved international credit rating:
priority now given to repayment of international debts; restrictions
on issue of new import licences to level of foreign exchange resources
available: and good payment performance under the first two Lines

of Credit).

9. During a recent visit to Chana by an ECGD official the Governor
of the Bank of Ghana said that they required £40 million of medium
term credit and that £15 million would be in respect of the timber
industry. In addition to the £25 million of cover recently agreed,
ECGD are considering a €15 million Line of Credit for the timber
industry under Section 1.

Shippin

10. Ghana's state owned shipping company, the Black Star Line, has
serious financial and industrial problems. Last year.the line was
suspended from United Kingdom West Africa Lines, the shipping
conference serving UK-Ghana trade, for non-performance. The Ghanaian
Government has now taken over the line's debts and German managers
have been appointed. Steps are also being taken to replace the
fleet's largely obsolete vessels.

CRE5/3
Department of Trade
30 April 1981
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

2 May 1981

Dane Micharl,

Visit of President Limann

We have been tipped off by ECGD
on a matter concerning medium-term
credit for Ghana which President Limann
appears certain to raise at tomorrow's
talk, I attach self-explanatory
briefing to cover this., It is supp-
lementary to Brief No 4, Copies have
been sent elsewhere in Whitehall, as
appropriate,

jowa P

)Easiqufi_:é5nwwf’

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street




OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 4 (SUPPLEMENT): ECGD COVER

LINE TO TAKE

ihes Sorry that you are disappointed in only £25 million. This
is all that can be offered at present. The amount can be
reviewed next year.




OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY 1981
BRIEF NO 4 (SUPPLEMENT): ECGD COVER

BACKGROUND

1., The Governor of the Bank of Ghana had talks with ECGD on 12 May
to discuss his request for £40 million medium~term credit. He
expressed dissatisfaction with ECGD's response that £25 million is
all that can be made available. He said that the President will
raise this at the No 10 talks on 13 May.

2. The Ghanaians argue that £40 million is their minimum

requirement which they cannot reduce. They also say that £25 million

does not meet their expectations in view of their good payment
record under the previous lines of credit and represents little
improvement on previous credit facilities.

3 £25 million is a substantial increase on the £10 million agreed
last year and is made een better by an interest rate of 7.75% on
credit of up to 5 years instead of the market rates and 2 year terms
agreed last year. ECGD could not recommend any increase at present
but would be prepared to review the amount next year in the light

of Ghana's economic performance.
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 5: MILITARY ASSISTANCE

POINTS TO MAXE (IF RAISED)

1o . Within our bﬁdgetary constraints we are heppy to help,
but we must be sure that training assistance is targeted.

2e Whole subject currently under review. Hope that
forthcoming Coussey report will indicate future requirements.
We are ready to give sympsthetic consideration to any
proposals put to us.

CONFIDENTTAL
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. OFFICIAL VISIT COF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 5: MILITARY ASSISTANCE

ESSENTTAL FACTS

Ghana Armed Forces Staff College

s The College opened in 1977. The Deputy Commandant and
four Lieutenant Colonel Instructors are British Army Officers
on loan. There are glso two Canadian Officers. At the end of
1981 one British Lieutenant Colonel Instructor will be
withdrawn. The College has given great prestige to Ghana. But
in pure military terms it may be that effort would be better

spent on more basic training.

Logistic Assistance

2 In February 1980 a two week logistic study of the Ghans
Armed Forces (GAF) was carried out by a British Army team. The
study recommended assistance in transport, movement, ordnance,
stores control and maintenance. An eight-man advisory team
covering these subjects was replaced by three men after four
monthg in December 1980. They were in turn replaced by two men
for six months in April 1981. It is in the field of logistics
that most can be done to help the GAF.

Air Force Assistance

Do There have been RAF advisory teams on maintenance
training and supply to GAF on three occasions in the last twelve
months. They visited for two weeks, one month and two months
respectively.

Engineer Assistance

4, There is currently a Royal Engineer plant foreman
advising on constructional engineering. He is attached to the
logistic teesm.

Infantry

By A three man team has just returned from giving four wmonths
training to Ghanaian Infantry.

CONFIDENTIAL
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. Cousgey Commission

6. Both the Director (Major General Perkins) and Deputy.
Director, Military Assistance Office, MOD, have advised a
Commission of Enquiry (the Coussey Commission), appointed by the
President in February 1980 to consider Ghana's defence needs and
the armed forces service conditions.

UK Courses

7o Ghana has eleven students attending courses in UK Army
establishments.

Payment

8. All the above training was paid for under UKMTAS: a
total expenditure in 1980/81 of just over half a million pounds.

Defence Departuent
FCO
1 May 1981
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OFFICTIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA
12-19 MAY

BRIEF NO 6: POLICE ADVICE
POINTS TO MAKE

Ta Hope existing co-operation in police field can continue.

2 Close links established between Oversess Police Adviser
(FCO) and Inspector-General of Ghana Police. We intend to
congolidate these ties.

3. (Defensive) We cannot give further assistance beyond

training already on offer.




OFF'ICIAL VISIT OF PRE&&%EH?DEEHEﬁN'OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
‘ BRIEF NO 6: FPOLICE ADVICE

ESSENTIATL FACTS

1. Overseas Police Adviser visited Ghana in February snd
December 1979. Also British Police Liaison Team visit in
February/March last year whose report was received very

favourably by Inspector-General of Ghanaiasn Police. Further visit by
Overseas Police Adviser March 1981.

2. As a result of our Liaison Team report and Overseas

Police Adviser's visit, Ghansians asked for help with CID and
general police training. A CID officer has been nominated and
will travel to Acera shortly; a second officer will follow.
HMG is funding both attachments.

S Main priorities for Ghanaian Police are:
(i) TImprovement in pay, conditions of service, and
standards of recruits.

(ii) 1Increase in strength.

(iii) Training at all levels - with an emphasis on
managemnent.

(iv) Transport.

(v) Communications.

. Overseas Police Adviser
FCO
4 April 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MNAY

BRIEW NO ?: AIR SERVICES
POINTS TO MAXE

Ts We should like to see an improvement in air services
relationsg. Lord refgarne will be raising this separately
with your Attorney-General.

(DEFENSTIVE)

2 British Caledonian's carryings are artificially depresaecd
by Chanaian currency restrictions. Ghana Airways currently

outcarry British Caledonian by more than %:1 on the London-Acecra-
London route, Until B Cal's opportunities are improved we
cennot allow increases in Ghsna Airways' capacity.

Bie We hope further talks can soon be arranged to achiesve a
fair solution for both sides. Meanwhile Ghana Airweys should
respect the limits we have had te impose.

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 2-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 7: AIR SERVICES
ESSENTIATL FACTS

1L Air services relations are strained. British
Caledonian's carryings are artificially depressed because of
the way the Ghanaians apply currency restrictions to sales by
foreign airlines. The same issue recently led to a severance
of air services relations between Chana and Ivaly.

2 In late 1980 the Ghanaiang introduced wide-bodied DC10
aireraft. In the absence of progress towards a better

operating environment for B Cal we heve insgisted under terms of
Air Services Agreement that the Ghanaisns should limit

carryings on their aircraft to the weekly capacity formerly
provided when they used VC10s. Thig still enables them to

carry nearly four times as many passengers as B Cal are
currently able to secure. The CGhanaians resent this restriction
and on a number of recent occasions have exceeded the prescribed
limits. We have warned them that if they do not respect the
conditions in their operating permit we may have to reduce their
services.

5 Lord Trefgarne will be raising the matter at a separate
meeting with the Attorney General with a view to persuading the
Ghanaians that it is in their own interest to reach an
accommodation providing for an improvement in B Cal's
opportunities. Officials are ready to visit Accra at an early
date for talks.

MAED

FCO
1 May 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 8: CULTURAL RELATIONS

POINTS T0 MAKE

4 Pleased that UK/Ghanaian Cultural Relations are on a
sound footing and that British Council make a substantial
contribution to Ghanaian development in the educational field.

2 Delighted that the Museum of Mankind have been able to
mount the prestigious "Agante - Kingdom of Gold" exhibition
which brings to the British public and visitors to Britain. s
part of Ghana's history and culture.
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OFFICTAL VIEIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 8: CULTURAL RELATIONS

ESSENTTAL TACTS
BRITISH COUNCIL
General

443 British Council has been represented in Ghana since 1943,
It has centres at Accra, Kumasi, with four and one lLondon-
appointed staff respectively. The office in Kumasi will be
maintained for the immediate future bBubt as a result of cuts

in the Council's budget its future is uvncertain, A final
decigion has yet to be made.

Country Budget

2% The gross budget in 1981/82 (including a proportion of
London overheads) is £2,407,000, consisting of a grant-in-aid
of £389,000 (10% from FCO and 90% from ODA), a grant of
£220,000 from ODA for aid edministration work, £9%,000 in
revenue from book sales and £1,705,000 in respect of apency
expenditure, mainly on behalfl of ODA.

Activities

e The Council asdministers the ODA Technical Cooperation
Training Awards of which there are 115 in 1981/82. It also
administers a special supplementation scheme, financed by ODA,
involving 18 British teachers in Head of Department posts in
key secondary schools and teacher training colleges.

4. The Council's libraries in Accra and Kumasi, which have
about 6,000 members, are well used. The ODA-funded Book
Pregentation Programme, for which £43%,000 was allocated in
1980/81, provides much needed books for a wide variety of
schools and other institutions.

5 The Council's other activities consist of aiding
generally the development of education in Ghana, orgeniging
exchanges in both directions, film shows in the Council
centres and schools and cultural manifestationes on a wodest

scale.
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Ghanaian Cultural Manifestations in Britain

6, The Museum of Mankind at Burlington Gardens has
mounted the "Asante - Kingdom of Gold" Exhibition which
opened in February. The exhibition, one of the largest

the Museum has mounted, was opened by the Asantehene (King)
of Asante. This gave much pleasure to the Asantehene who ,
in his opening speech, said "as the President of Ghana,

Hig Excellency Dr Hilla Limann, said when he learned of

the invitation to me to open the exhibition, the honour is
not for me or the Asante nation alone, indeed it is not for
Ghana alone: in a very real sense it is an honour for

Vest Africa and Africa in general".

Cultural Relations Department
jiele]
1 May 1981
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. OFFICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHAWA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 8a: OVERSEAS STUDENTS' FEES

POINTS TO MAKE

71e Ghana's views on the increase in UK overseas student fees are
well noted.

pods Deeply regret need to end subsidy for overseas students, costing
some £90 million a year. But UK in difficult economic situation; now
‘having to save on things that directly affect British people ~health
service, hospitals, education and roads.

Be Would like to help Commonwealth as a whole. Butbt cannot since
more than half the overseas students coming here are from the
Commonwealth and that would halve the savings which the decision was
designed to produce. :

4. Ghana, as an aid-recipient country, will continue to be helped
more than some other, richer Commonwealth countries, (eg Malaysia,
Nigeria, Hong Kong).

5. Decision to raise the fees applies only to new students, in
higher education, from 1980-81. Students already here continue at the
overseas, but subsidised, rate.

6. Teacher : student ratio in UK much higher than in most other
countries. Therefore costs higher. But our courses often shorter,
which reduces overall cost.

. Our Help

e Ve are concentreting help on deserving cases through aid funde,
British Council scholarships and DES's programme for 500 postgraduate
students of exceptional ability annually. (Mr Hurd announced on

4 March an extra %ggpillion to help at least égg,more studenbs from
developing countries). These will have their fees paid in full. For
some less wealthy private candidates, a fee support scheme to make up
the difference in fees is administered by ODA.

Future

8. e are monitoring consequences end are in touch with bodies
representing overseas students' organisations. But, no short-tern
solutions can be expected.




OFFICTAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 8a: OVERSEAS STUDENTS' TEES

ESSENTIAL FACTS

Ta Ghana has had a long tradition of sending a
proportion of top students to Britain. It has to be
accepted that some of these will now turn to training
elsewhere in English-speaking countries (USA, Canada and
Australia). Ghana's own universities (Cape Coast, Accra,
and Kumesi) are well equipped for undergraduate studies,
and have always had support from the British Government.

2 Though no full 1980 statistics of Ghanaian students in
the UK are available, about a thousand are now in Britain:

(a) Universities (b) Polytechnics (¢) Other Public
Sector

250 (of whom 120 400
200 postgraduate)

(d) Nursing (e) Lawyers and other Private Sector
120 110

Of these, about 140 (100 at universities and 40 at
polytechnics) are affected by the rise in fees; and a
proportion of these (perhaps half) are fortunately covered by
the help (detailed above) which we are still able to give.

Cultural Relations Department
FCO
1 May 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 9: DEFENCE SALES

POTNTS TO MAKE :

e Hope the British Army training and support teems are
providing useful assistance to the Ghanaian Armed Forces and
will continue to do so.

2k Hope that when any new equipment is being ordered,
British companies will be able to compete.

L [1f appropriate] Discuss the facilities which
International Military Services can offer in co~ordinating
package deals and offering specialised in-country training.

CONT'IDENTTAT




OFFICIAL VISIT OF.FPRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 9: DEFENCE SALES

ESSENTTIAL FACTS

ilie Ghana's present economic difficulties, coupled with
HMG'a policy of according highest priority to preserving the
stability of the Ghanaian Armed Forces, means that the sale
of defence equipment is taking a back seat for the moment.
There would appear to be some scope for sales, albeit on a
very small scale. However, Ghana is unlikely to be a

market of any great significance in the immediate future.

2. The various training snd support teams currently
agsisting the Ghanasian Armed Forces are uncovering numerous
ingtances where equipment is not being properly utilised or
maintained, partly through staff inefficiency but also
through lack of parts. Small amounts of funds ere being made
available and it would appear that the Ghanaian Forces
regard the UK as the most natural source of supply. The .
assistance being given by the British Army teams should help
to strengthen the goodwill that exists towards the UK and
give UK firms a good start when a choice is being made between
competing suppliers.

DS1%b
Ministry of Defence

1 May 1981




OFFICTAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-47 MAY
BRIEF NO 410: IMMIGRATION MATTERS

POINTS TO MAKE (IF RAISED)

General Position

1. Firmly applied immigration policy is important for good race
relations. Thus while the Government welcomes visitors, students.
and others coming for temporary purposes, strict measures are
necegsary to prevent abuse by those who seek to remain
permanently and are not qualified to do so under the Immigration
Rules.

Non-discrimination

2. The Immigration Rules approved by Parliament are applicable
to all who are subject to immigration control. They expressly
require that immigration officers should carry out their duties
without regard to the race, colour or religion of people seeking
to enter the United Kingdom.

Right of Appesl

3. Extensive entitlements to appeal to an independent appellate
authority are available to people whose applications to enter or

- to stay are refused. A valid appeal once lodged enables the '
appellant to remain until his case is determined.

Refugees

4. The UK and Ghana are both signatories to the UN 1951 Ccnvsntiqn
and its Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees. In 1980, 14
applications for asylum in the United Kingdow by Ghanaisne were
granted in accordance with this Convention and the recommendations
of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.




OFFICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 10: IMMIGRATION MATTERS

ESSENTIAL FACTS

Passenger Traffic

1. 1In 1980, around 30,000 citizens of Ghana were admitted to
the UK. Business visitors, ordinary visitors, and passengers
in transit accounted for 23%,000; 6,100 were Ghanaians
returning from temporary absences abroad. 510 citizens of
Ghana were, given leave to enter as students; 80 Ghanaians were
accepted for settlement on arrival.

Figures for 1980 show an 8% total increase over 1979. Ordinary
visitors were up 14%, business visitors 16% and transit
passengers 4%. Students declined by 24% (in actual numbers
there were 160 fewer).

Refusals of leave to enter

2. 695 Ghanaians were refused leave to enter in 1980, (2.3% of

total arrivals, cf Indians 0.7%, Nigerians 0.7%, Tunisiang 3.0%

and Mproccans 3.1%). The number of refusals was 160 higher than
the previous year, an increase of 3%0%.

Ghanaians detained under powers contained in the Immigration Act

3. On 29 April, 14 citizens of Ghana were in detention under
these powers.

Ghanaians depcrted

4. In 1980 deportation orders were enforced against 102
Ghenaians. Of these, 41 were made on court recommendations, 6C
were signed against overstayers, and 1 on the ground that
deportation was conducive to the public good.

Illegzl entrants

5. On 10 April, 5 citizens of Ghana were detained as illegal en-
trants. '

/Ghanaians




Ghanaians in prison for other reasons

6. On 31 December 1980, 50 Ghanaians were serving prison
sentences after conviction by a court.

Complaints

7. In 1980, % citizens of Ghana wrote letters of complaint
against immigration officers. There were no complaints from
Ghanaians against the control or procedurés at ports.

Home Office

30 April 1981




COUNF IDENG TAT,

OFFICIAL VISII OrF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 11: COCOA

POINTE TO MAKE

o UX supports Third International Cocoa Agreement. (So does
&

Ghana). It should benefit cocoa producers, ag market price at
pregent well below intervention levels.

i UK hopes that Ivory Coast will chenge its mind and support
Agreement as negotiated. If so, Agreement should enter into
operation at early dabte and have immediste effect of raising world

prices. But we are not prepared to reopen negotiations on the
terms of the Third Agreement, which meny countries have ngw signed,
to meetl the Ivorian wigh to see price support levels raised.

UK Intentions on Provisional Application of Aereement (If presaed)
I

S Ve favour eerly opersation of Agreement, provided it commends
wide support. Otherwise will need to consider viability of
Agreement in light of likely level of participation. We will
determine our views in conpultation with EC partners,

4, Ve ghall remain in close touck with the Ghansians.

CONFIDENT TAT,




CONFIDENTIAL

OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRECIDENT LIMANN OF CHANA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 11: COCOA

ESSENTIAL FACTS

Te Cocoa accounts for two-thirds of Ghana's export carnings.
Her cocoa sector is in grave difficulty and Ghena badly needs
Agreement, as do many other exporters. Present price of 95
cents per pound is well below proposed intervention price and
cocea is in considerable world surplus.

2l Ghanaiang were first to gign Third International Cocoa
Agreement, concluded in November 1980. UK and other EC
countries signed in March 1981. Agreement aims to stabilise
world cocoa prices by means of buffer stock. Purchases to be
made when price of cocoa falls below 1.10 c¢/1b, sales when above
1.50 ¢/1b, (with en important provision for price adjustment
downwards when there is a certain volume of purchases within a
given time period).

5. Agreement will enter into force automatically if 80% of
exporters and 70% of importers indicate that they wish it to
operate; it is not sufficient werely for governments to sign the
Agreement - a second stage of notification of intention to apply
provisionally and/or ratification must be completed.

4. At present only 72% of exporters and 60% of importers have
signed. USA (226 of imports) does not support. Nor does

Ivory Coast (22% of exports). Latter seeks re-negotiation of
Agreement to give higher level of market support and guasranteed
return to producers within CAP-type framework.

B Very few exporting governuments have completed second stage
(ratification etc) because efforts to resolve differences with

the Ivory Coast (most’ recently in Abidjan 27 April) have failed.
Few importing countries have moved to second stage because of
doubts over the viability of Agreement which may not include na jor
producer (Ivory Coast) and consumer (USA). As well as ue, a
number of other importing countries (including Canada, Australia,
New Zealand end Japan) have not yet shown a willingnegs to join.

If requisite percentages of support are not pledged by 31 Mey, the uUN

CONFIDENTIAL /Secretary General
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Secretary General will call together Eqnne w%% have registered a
et shey. will W
wish for the Agreement to operate and / “decide whether to bring

the Agreement into effect amongst themselves.

6. Ghanaiansg likely to press whether we intend provisionally to
apply the Agreement. EC members are attempting to reach
co-ordinated view on line to take on provisional application/
ratification and at UN Secretary General talks: Coreper will
discuss on 1% May.

e UK preference is to apply Agreement provisionally. But it would
be wrong to pre-empt Community discussion, particularly as this
could ewbarrass the Germans (frequently our allies on commodity

matters).

Economiec Relations Depertment
FCO
7 May 1981

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICTAT, VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BERIEF NO 412: SOUTHERN AFRICA

POINTS T0 MAKE

South Africa Internzl: TElection

1. Reforms inadequate but may generate momentum. Not yet

clear how lir Botha will interpret election outcome (which was
mixed for him). But we hope he will feel that he has remit
to press on with reforms.

Five committed to search for Namibia settilement

2. UN plan & golid basis for settlement, but needs strengthening
with new proposals to create confidence smong all parties. Five
are preparing proposals on constitutional arrangements for
discussion with all concerned. Would supplement Security Council
Resolution 435, not replace it.

Security Council [Defensivel

5. Ve vetoed on 30 April to keep open possibility of a negotiated
. settlement. Not siding with apartheid.

South African raids into Mozambigue and Angola [Defensivel

4. Vith EC Ten, we deplored such raids but such action is a
syoptom of ‘the problem, not a cause., Importent thing is to find
solutions to the underlying problems eg Namibia.

Nuclear Questions [Defensivel

5. Ve continue to seek to persuade South Africa to accede to
NPT, No direct evidence of nuclear weapons programme, but
existence of an unsafeguarded enrichument plant is worrying. Our
nuclear contacts minimal,

RESTRICTED
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 42: SOUTHERN AFRICA

ESSENTTAL FACTS [MAY BE FREELY USED]

South Africa Internel: Rlection

1. The NP have won 131 seats, .the PFP 26 and the NRP 8. The
extreme right-wing HNP won no seats but took about 11% of the
poll. This result is mixed for P W Botha: he can claim to

have his own mandate but he has lost support within the

Afrikaner community to the far right. The liberal PFP have alsc
strengthened their position, especially in English-spesking areas.

2. Various projected reforms (eg Mr Koornhof's three Bills) have
been held up pending the election outcome. It is too carly to
tell whether Mr Botha will now feel strong enough to carry thenm
through.

Nuclear Questions

5. Our contacts mainly in fields of safety, medicine and agriculture
No possible help in any weapons programme., CEGE have a contract
for supply of uranium from Namibia,

Namibia

4. Communiqué issued by the Five Foreign Ministers on 3 May is
attached.

Southern African Department

¥CO
5 May 1981




NAMIBIA
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE FIVE,3 MAY 1981

1. The Foreign Ministers of Canada, France, the Federal Republic
of Germany, the United Kingdom and the United ‘States of America met
in Rome on 3 May 1981, to review the situation in Namibia. The
Five Ministers expressed their Governments' deep concern over the
failure of the Geneva Conference and their regret over the outcome
of the recent consideration of the issue by the Security Council,
They noted, however, that the discussions in the Security Council
indicated & general desire on the part of the great majority of
participants in the debate for the Five to continue their efforts
in the search for a solution to this problem.

2. The Five Ministers reiterated their Governments' commitment

to an internationally acceﬁtable settlement to the Namibia issue,
one of the major problems of the African continent, the solution

of which they see as essential for the stability of Southern Africa.
The Ministers reaffirmed their conviction that only a settlement
under the aegis of the United Nations would be acceptable to the
International Community.

3 hThe Ministers stated their belief that Security Council Resolution
435 provides a solid basis for the achievement of a negotiated
settlement and agreed that continued efforts should be made to bring
Namibia to early independence in accordance with Security Council
Resolution 435. At the same time, the Minisfers recognized that the
settlement plan as endorsed by Resolution 435 with the complementary
measures that have been added to it, such as the proposal for a
demilitarized zone, has not proved sufficient to bring about
implementation. They agreed that the search for a settlement should
be intensified and that ways 1lo strengthen the existing plan should
be considered,

4. The Ministers believe that there is a need to establish under-

standing among all parties abouf the shape of the future, independent
Namibia. Accordingly they instructed officials to develon nroposals

/ecompassiny




encompassing measures, including constitutional arrangements, with
the aim of enhancing prospects of achieving a negotiated settlement.
Senior Officials of the Five will meet in late May for this purpose.

5. The Ministers affirmed that the close cooperation of all the
parties concerned is essential to the effort to bring about a

negotiated solution. The Western Five intend to consult with all

interested parties in exploring and developing specific proposals
which would Tacilitate a settlement.

6. Finally, the Ministers agreed that the Namibia issue has been
on the International Agenda for too long. They committed their
governments to vigorous action in the effort to bring Namibia

to independence at an early date.




OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 13: OAU

POINTS TO MAKE

1. VWhat is likely to be achieved at the O0AU Summit in June?
Does Limenn expect any gignificant progress on Western Sahara
or Chad (see separate briefs) or on Legos Plan of Action?

2. Are any firm decisions on sn OAU Defence Force likely to
be made at the Summit?




CONFIDENTIAL
OFI'ICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 1%: OAU

ESSENTTAL FACTS

1. PBince its establishment in 1963, the Organisation of

African Unity has concentrated its efforts on political issues,
specifically the decolonisation of Africa and the elimination

of white minority rule. It has attempted also to play a role in
securing peaceful settlements of disputes among its members. It
has so far invested little effort towards the social and economic
development of Africa, although the Lagos Plan of Action drawn up
at a special OAU Sumnit in April 1980, called for an African
"Common Market" by 2000.

Orpanisation

2. The political power rests with the Council of Ministers, which
meets twice yearly, and the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government, which meets in Summit once a year. The 18th Swnmit
will teke place in Nairobi in June, immediately preceded by a
meeting of the Council of Ministers. It will see the
Chairmanship pass to Kenya after two out of the last four Years
with West Africa. The Agenda is unlikely to contain much that is
new - Namibia/South Africa, Vestern Sahara and Chad are aluost
certain to be included, and it is already known that the issue of
an OAU Defence Force is to be raised again, although the
formation of such a force seems to be growing ever more unlikely.

Central African Department

ICO

? May 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESTIDENI LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-47 MAY

BRIEF NO 44: WESTERN SABARA (IF RATISED)

POINTES TO MALE

s Our position one of neutrality. We do not accept
Moroccaen claims. HNeither do we recognise the Polisaric Front
or the 'Saharan Arab Democratic Republic' (SADR).

2 We hope for a pesceful solution., Concerned at threat
to peace in areg. Libyan involvement worrying, Denger that
attitudes may harden.

A OAU SBummit in Nairobi may be ecrucial. Problem is
essentially an African one and OAU role therefore important.
IT QAU decide to admit SADR at Nairobi Meroceo will almost
certainly leave. Seens to us this would be unfortunsbe and

would close door on possible OAU mediation role.

CONFIDENTIAT,
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OFT ICIAYL, VIBSIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 1'% VESTERN SAHARA (IF RAISED)

ESSENTIAL FACTS

1. When Spain withdrew from the Sahara, Morocco and
Mauritania divided the territory between them. This move
was opposed by the Folisario Front. Racked by Algeria the
Front began a guerilla struggle to gain independence for

the territory; When Mazuritania made peace with the
Polisario in 1979 and renounced her claim to any of the
Western Sahara, Morocco seized the former Mauritanian Sector.

B The war continues. The Poligario Front have gained
congiderable propaganda vietories cspecially within the CAU
where the Front and its 'government in exile' of the 'Sdharan
rab Democratic Republic' (SADR) has been recognised

of the OAU states. The SADR intend to make a bid for OAU
meumbership at the OAU Summit in Nairobi in June. If they are
admitted Morocco is bound to walk out snd the prospect of the
OAU playing a mediation role in the dispute will disappesr.

G Qadhafi's recent visits to Algiers and Nouaskchott (he
proposed & union between Algeria and Mauritania) seem to have
been designed to raise Polisario morsle and bring Mauritania
baclk into the dispute. The Mauritsnians believe that the
Moroccans were behind a recent atltempted coup in Nouakchott.

Near Bast and North Africa Department
rCO
5 May 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENTD LIMANN OF GHANA: - 12-17 MAY

ERIEF NC 15: UNIFIL SOUTH LEBANON

0 MAKE

Ve Seriously concerned at the escalating cycle of violence

in South ILebanon, UNIFIL are in an iwmpossible position eo

long as they are not able to deploy fully over the ground and
are gubject to harassment by both sides. Hope the troop
contributors will not lose heart. They do an essential job in
very difficult circumstances. Shocked at UNIFIL deaths already
this year.

2a Any ideas on what we or the EC can do to help? Ve support
deployment of Lebanese troops to the South under UN auspices as

8 means of reaffirming authority of Lebanese Governnent.

CONFIDENTTAL
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 4%: UNIFII. SOUTH LEBANON

ESSENTIAL FACTS

1. The Ghanaians have contributed troops to UNIFIL since their
withdrawal from the UN Sinai force (UNEF) in September 1979
(UNIFIL itself was formed in March 1978). The Ghenaians have an
infantry batallion of around 800 wen in UNIFIL. Their numbers
were increased by 500 in May 1980 when the Nepalese contingent:

withdrew. It is understood that the Nepalese will return in May
and the Ghanaians will be reduced to accommodate them. For
internal reasons the Ghanaiang are anxious to keep as many troops

as possible occupied in UNIFIL.

2. The Ghanaians have responsibility for areas which porder on
the enclave controlled by the Christiasn militia of Major Haddagd.
However, their casualties at the hends of the militis have not
been as severe as those of either the Nigerisns or Irish,
although they do suffer periodic shelling.

5. JYor three years a Ghanaian, General Erskine, was Comuander of
UNIFIL. He was succeeded in Februasry by General Callaghan (Irish)

4. No effective ceasgefire has been sustained in South Lebarnon.
Both Palestinians and Major Haddad's militis operate in and
through UNITIL's area. Recently two Nigerians and an Irish
soldier in UNIFIL were killed. Shelling and counter-shelling
continues. Israecli actions in South Lebanon have intensified with
frequent air or commando raids on Palestinian positions.
Palestinians have retaliated with rocket attacks on North Tsrael.

5. Tt now seems that the plan of General Callaghan to deploy
further Lebanese troops to the South under UN auspices is being
implemented. It has been reported that 200 medicel staff and
engineers from the Lebanese Army were to travel to the South on
1 May. We fully support this deployment as a means of
reaffirning the authority of the Lebanese Government.

Near Esst and North Africa Departuwent

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 16: CHAD
POINTS TO MAKE

il We support OAU attempts to find a selution to Chad problem,
In particular we should like to see an OAU peace-keeping force

of some sort set up to replace Libyan troops and the organisation
of free and fair elections.

2 'Mini Summit' in Lagos on 10 April cancelled. How do Ghanaians
see OAU now proceeding, with QAU Chairmanship moving to Kenya at

end of June?

3. What are chances of opponents or rivals to Goukouni (eé
Kamoursue or Acyl Ahmet) ousting him? What is Qadhafi's next move
likely to be?

IF RATSED

4., Should the OAU seek outside help (eg logistic support for
installation of peace-keeping force), then we should examine
request sympathetically. But our means are limited and we would
need to know exactly what we and others were expected to do.

CONFIDENTIAL
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. OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-27 MAY

BRIEF NO 16: CHAD
ESSENTIAL FACTS

1k, Ghana has not played a-significant role in OAU activities on
Chad, but is very concerned about Libyan intentions generally in
West and Central Africa. She ordered all Libyan diplomats out

of Ghana in November 1980 because of subversive activities.

2. There has been nc real progress over a peace settlement for
Chad since OAU sub-committee meeting on 14 January in Lomé (which
called for Libyan withdrawal; OAU peacekeeping force; and elections
by April 1e81).

3. Attempts by Sierra Leone (current OAU Chair) to bring Libyan
intervention in Chad to UN Security Council, were frustrated by Libya,
with Soviet backing. OAU Council of Ministers meeting in Addis Ababa
in February deferred discussion of Chad to Summit Meeting in Nairobi
in June.

4, OAU mini-summit between Heads of State of Nigeria, Libya,
Cameroon, Algeria, Chad and Sierra Leone, planned for 10 April in
Lagos (on Nigerian initiative), cancelled when Qadhafi declined to
attend. Reason appears to have been Qadhafi's disagreement with
proposed composition of new OAU peacekeeping force (Nigeria, Libya,
Algeria and Cameroon). Cameroon also had reservations, as did many
non-participating OAU states since new force would have superceded
earlier proposed one of Guinea, Benin, Congolese, Togolese force.

A further OAU meeting on Chad may take place in Lagos, Freetown or
Ndjamena in May.

5. Chadian economy is in ruins. Libya seems to be consolidating
military hold. Some evidence of East European technicians in Chad to
maintain Soviet bloc equipment used by Libyans. Habré (ex-Defence
Minister and Goukouni's opponent: in last year's Civil War) continues
sporadic and apparently ineffective raids over Sudanese border
(with Egyptian, Sudanese, French and possibly CIA backing). Vice-
President Kamougué, an 'African' from southern Chad, aloof from
Goukouni/Habré fighting. The South is relatively unscathed by ecivil
war and most populous and fertile region. Kamougué might yet come
into his own, but at present seems isolated,

CONFIDENTIAL




REBTRICTED COVERING CONFIDENTTIAL

VIGIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 42-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 17: COMMONWEALIH MATTERS

POINTS TO MAKE
COMMONWEALTH (GENERAT)

A Delighted to welcome the leader of a country that plays
such an active part in Commonwealth affairs,

COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (CHGM)

2 Looking forward to the Melbourne CHGM. Very much hope
President Limann will attend. Will Ghana be suggesting any
agenda items?

AGENDA AT CHGM: UK VIEWS (IR RAISED)

e North/South matters and Southern African issues
expected to loom larpe. But now Zimhsbwean problem is solved,
important to devote a little more time at CHGMs o subjeccts of
more direct interest to non-African countries (eg those in
Pacific).

GLENEAGLES AGREEMENT: DISCUSSION AT CHGM (IF RAISED)

% Hope this item can be kept off formal agenda, perheps for
informal discussion during Canberra weekend. We do not think
modification of Gleneagles Agreement warranted. Vhat are your
views?

e We discourage sporting contacts in asccordance with
Gleneagles Agreement. Bub our sports bodies are independent;
we cannot stop them erranging vigite to South Africa or any
other country. Cage in point: our sthletes went to Moscow
Olympics against our wishes.

COMMONVEATTH GAMES BRISBANE 41982 (IF RAISED)

(S It would be illogical and urjust to boycott
Commonwealth Games in response to ill-comsidered actions by
one group of sportsmen whose sport, »ugby, is not even
repregented at Brisbane. Hope this will not hsppen,

RESIRICTED COVERING CONFIDINTIAL
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BELIZE (IF RAISED)

7% The next step is the conversion of the Heads of
Agreement (signed with Guatemala on 11 March) into a full
treaty or treaties at negotiations beginning on 20 May. Ve
intend to take Belize to independence by the end of the year,

RESTRICTED COVERING CONPIDENTIAT,
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VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 1%: COMMONWEALTH MATTERS

ESSENTTAL FACTS

COMMONWEALTH (GENERAL)

T Ghana has traditionally taken a positive attitude towards
the Commonwealth, regarding it inter alia as a useful forum in
which to maximisé her diplomatic effort., Ghana's Commonwealth-
related activities in recent years have included:

(a) participation in the Commonwealth Observer Group in
Zimbabwe ;

(b) provision of a Chairman for the Commonwealth Observer

Team in Uganda;

participation in the Commonwealth Vorking Party on Hunan
Rights (set up, following the Lusaka CHGM, to consider a
Gambian proposal for a Commonwéalth Human Rights Commission);

and

fesumption of membership of the Commonwealth Parliasmentary
Association (CPA) (which went into abeyance following
temporary disappearance of legislative council after 1972).
Delegation from CPA's UK branch visited Ghana in November
last year.

COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (CBGM)

2a In Melbourne %0 September - 7 October. First such meeting
in Pacific Region (and first since 1965 not dominated by
Rhodegia issue). Mr Ramphal is expected to consult Heads of
Government in second half of May about content of agenda (after
visit to Canberra for discussions with Mr Frager). North/South
expected to be dominant topic, but Southern African issues, will
also be important.

GLENFAGLES AGREEMENT: DISCUSSION AT CHGI

s Recent Nigerian and Guyanese actions have focussed
attention on Glencagles Agreement and raised questions about its
interpretation. Certain to be discussed at CHGM. (Four :

CONFIDENTIAL /Caribbean
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Caribbean Governments have already. indicated their intention to
raise Agreement with a view to securing its more effective
implementation). Understand Comumonwealth Secretary-General hopes
to keep item off formal agenda (reserving it for discussion at
Canberra week-end); we would support this.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES BRISBANE 1982

4. Scheduled for Brisbane (30 September - 9 October 1982).
Abrsham Ordia, Nigerian President of the Supreme Council for
Sport in Africa (SCSA), announced recently that if Springbok

tour of New Zealand goes ahead later this year, an African boycott
of the Games must be a possibility.

BELIZE

B Ghana was not represented on Commonwealth Ministerial
Committee on Belize but President Limann may nonetheless be
interested in it as a current Commonwealth topic.

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 18: EAST/WEST RELATIONS

POINTS TO MAKE

1 A sound East-VWest relationship must be based on a stable
balance of forces, and on agreement to exercise restraint in the
international arena. Russians seem uninterested in either. Ve
are prepared to talk seriously where we see genuine wish to work
to remove causes of tension. But we cannot ignore Soviet
attempts at destabilisation and expansion of influence.

2. Concern at Soviet policies in Africa. Conflicts work to
their advantage: ‘they have no interest in working seriously with
the Vest to find peaceful solutions to disputes. They gave no
help to our efforts in Zimbabwe, and are giving no help now over
Namibia. Soviet provision of development aid to Africa negligible.

P Need for more concerted Western action to counter Soviet
expansion in Third World. Afghanistan was an object lesson in
real Soviet view of Third World and non-slignment. We remain
strongly opposed to Soviet occupation of Afghenistan and will

-maintain pressure for total Soviel withdrawal.

Poland

4, Situation calm but risk of renewed confrontation between
Solidarity and the authorities remains high.

Sia Soviet Union is clearly worried by developments in the Polish
Communist Party. It is important that the FPoles are left alone to
find their own solutions. Vestern warnings to the Soviet Union
have been unequivocal. ;

6. Intervention in Poland would not be Jjust East-VWest crisis.

Coming after Afghanisten it would place in question faith of all
states in provisions of UN charter.

CONF'IDENTTAL
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF FRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY
BRIEF NO 18: EAST/WEST RELATIONS

ESSENTTAL FACTS

i Ghana condemned Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1980 UN
resolutions.

2o Polish Government and Solidarity have reached agreement on a
number of contentioug issues. New Trade Union legislation will
be put to Parliament in May.

3. Polish Communist Party is in an increasing state of disarray.
Demands for reform from the rank and file will intensify in the
run up to Extraordinary Congress, 14-18 July.

"

4, Soviet concern at developments in the Poligh Party hae
become more marked. Sovietb troops, despite the annual rotation
exercise currently in progress, could intervene at short notice.

e lestern Governments signed an agreement on 27 April to
provide Poland with 90% debt relief for the rest of 1981.

EESD
FCO
1 May 1981
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA: 12-17 MAY

BRIEF NO 19: PROGRAMME

12 May
1600

1200
approx

1300 hours
for 1315

1700 to
1745
1915

1945
for 2000

Arrive Northolt on Presidential F 28.
Met by Lord-in-Waiting and by Mr Peter Blaker MP.
Transfer to Claridge's.

The Rt Hon The Lord Carrington KCMG MC calls at
Claridge's.

Wreath-laying at Westminster Abbey.

Arrive Foreign and Commonwealth Office quadrangle,
King Charles Street. !
Met by the Prime Minister.

Received by a Guard of Honour formed by the 2nd
Battalion Scots Guards with the Regimental Colour
and the Pipes and Drums of the Battalion and the
Band of the Scots Guards.

The Guard of Honour is commanded by Major J P Kiszely,
Scots Guards.

The President will inspect the Guard of Honour.
Leave Foreign and Commonwealth Office quadrangle

accompanied by the Prime Minister via Main Archway.

Arrive 10 Downing Street.
Talks with the Prime Minister. (Téte-a-té&te followed

by plenary session).

Luncheon at No 10.

Host: The Prime Minister.

OAU Heads of Mission will call on the President at
Claridge's.

Meeting with The Leader of the Opposition,

Dinner given by Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.
Host: Mr Peter Blaker MP

The Harcourt Room, House of Commons,




1430

1930 for
2000

15 May

1030 hours

1100

1245
1315

16 Mav
1100 hours

Call on Director of London School of Economies and
Political Science, Professor R G Dahrendorf.

Meet students.

Arrive Windsor Castle.

Luncheon with Her Majesty The Queen (with Foreign
Minister only).

Attend Presentation of new Colours by Her Majesty The
Queen to the lst Battalion, Welsh Guards.

Dinner given by the Bank of England,

Host: Governor of the Bank of England and Mrs Richardson.

Deputy Secretary-General, Commonwealth Secretariat,
Mr C J Small will call on the President at Claridge's.
The President will give a Press Conference at
Claridge's.
Luncheon given by the Corporation of London.
Host: The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of London,
Colonel Sir Ronald Gardner~Thorpe,
Arrive London Chamber of Commerce and Industry for
meeting with British exporters.
Chairman: Minister for Trade,
Mr Cecil Parkinson MP,
Courtesy call on The Archbishop of Canterbury,
Lambeth Palace, SEl.
Reception given by the High Commissioner and Mrs Badgie
at Inn on the Park.
Arrive Royal Festival Hall.
Attend a performance given by the Hallé Orchestra and
supper given by Her Majesty's Government.
Hosts: The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food and Mrs Walker,

The President will meet members of the People's
National Party Executive at Claridge's.

/1600




1930 for
1945

His Excellency The President will meet the Ghanaian
Community at the High Commission for Ghana,
13 Belarave Square, SW1.
Dinner given by Barclays Bank International Limited.
Host: The Chairman,

Mr H U A Lambert.

No official engagements.

Departure details to be announced.




CONFIDENTIAL

LIMANKY ‘DR HILLA

President of the Republic of Ghana.

Born 19%4. Educated in Northern Ghana, qualifying as
vrimary teacher in 1952; then after some 3
P ——————
gualified for University and was sent to Paris (Sorbonae) where

he took a first and seceond degree. Thereafter studied in Unitied

Kingdom (London School of Beonomics).
A i

Chairman of Tumu District Council 195%-
at 1954 Parlicmentary: elections.

Foreign Affsirs in 1965. In 1968 Head of Chancery, Lomé, and in
1971 Counsellor, Geneva. Returned to Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in 1975 and resigned in 1979 in order to stand for election. Not
previously a leading fipure in the Feople's Nationzl Party end
virtually unknown outside it, he vwas an alternative to the tuo
main leaders of the Party, the late Alhaji Tmoru Egala and Nana
Bekoe, neither of whom were able to stand because of previous

adverse Jjudgments on how they acquired their fortunes. BSaid at

the time to be related’ ("nephew) to Egala.

Intelligent, pleasant and generally friendly Lut shrewd.
His Northern hackground, far removed from the Anglophile middle
class of the Coast, coupled with his essentially French training,
means that he hag not the usual Ghanaian instinet to turn to
British ways and patterns of thought. Well read particularly in
19th Century Dritish and French history, which he is ineclined to
auote frequently. Opeaks softly and swiftly. Sometimes difficult

to hear.
/s

*stressed Lima“nn




CONFIDENT'TAT,
Is developing as a national figure and has a good grip of
the Party and of his Administration. Hard-working and honest.
But he can lack lustre in private and has little public rapport.

Married to TMulera, & pleasant and intelligent Northern

girl (his second marriage); 6 children in all.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CHINEBUAH, DR ISAAC KODWO

Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Born 1929 in Western Region. An Nzima. Educated st Legon
University 1951-55 (BA). Employed as a teacher until August 19592
when he was awarded a British Council Scholarship for further
studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies. MA 1962,

FPhD 1974 in Phonetics and General Linguistics.

Returned to Ghana in January 196% and appoinbted a lecturer
at Legon University. In October 196% appointed Headmaster of
Achimota School. At this time known as a hard-line CIT?member.
Elected MFP for Nkroful in June 1965 and appointed to the Cabinet
as Minister for Information. Moved in September 1965 (a demo-
tion said to have been caused by his relationship with a lady
friend of President Nkrumah). ZFollowing the coup in 1966 was
arrested and detained until November 19G6. Returned to Legon

University in 1967.

Prior to his present appointment in September 1979 he was
Dean of Faculty of Arts, Legon. Attended the Commonwealth Heads
of Government meeting at Lusaka in August 1979 as the PNP observer

attached to the Ghana delegation of the AFRC.

As a young man he was very radical and an organiser of NASSO -
the Nkrumzh students adulation group - in London. His appointment
as Headmaster of Achimota was widely considered to be the placing
of a party stooge into a conservative establishment to spresd the
gospel. His reformist zeal of those days appears to have cooled

/somswhat.
CONFIDENTIAL
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somewhat. Has undoubtedly benefitted within the Party from
his association with Nkrumah. Not tainted with a reputation

for corruption. Still very active in Party affairs.

Can be abrasive. Has a reputation of being a heavy drinker.
Friendly in manner and a good social miver but not easy to get

to know. Made a very unimpressive start in his Ministry but

now a little more at home though he often seems uninformed and

un-briefed.

Divorced. Has & children by his first marriage and recently

remarried (Jane).

CONFIDENTIAL
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AGBESI, YAVWO NELSON AVEGA
Minister of Agriculture

Aged about %8. An Ewe. Educated in Ghana. Law degree
from Legon University and called to the bar in TLonden. In law
practice for about 1% years before being appointed Minister
for the Volta Region by President Limann in September 1979,
where he gained a rebutation for energy end efficiency.
Promoted to present highly important post in the ministerial
reshuffle of November 1980.

Active, intelligent and witty. Talks freely and is friendly.
Appears ready to grasp nettles and to take positive decisions.

Married to a very pleasant and presentable lady: two

children.

CONF IDENTTAL
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ARTHUR, A M DR

Ixecutive Secretary to the President.

Aged about 36. A party man brought in by the President from

the Aluminium Processing Plant at Tema. Very close to the
President and used by him as a trouble shooter inside and outside

the administration.

Efficient. Agreeable to deal with.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ASHIAGROR, ALEX E K
Governor of Bank of Ghana.

Born 1933 in Volta Region. An Ewe. Educated in Ghana and London
School of Economics 1956-59. Joined Bank of Ghana 1960. During
early 1960s attended study courses in Israel and East Germany.
1964 Principal Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Finance. Undertook
further studies in economic and business finance in the US,
1966-67. 1967 returned to Bank of Ghana. 1968 appointed
Executive Director. Seconded to the IMF in 1971 and travelled
widely with the Fund. Recalled in 1973 as Senior Principal
Secretary, Ministry of Finance. Returned to Bank of Ghana as
Executive Director 1974. Appointed to present position Juné 1977
by Acheampong.

Practical and reasonable in manner, evidently intelligent, and
orthodox financially. Did not enhance his reputation with
his service under Acheampong but is now seeming to run Bank of
Ghana well and its independence and his stature have grown

(possibly too much so in Government eyes).

Married with five children. Enjoys music, reading and lawn tennis.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BATSA, KOFI
Chairman, Ghana Industrial Holding Company (GIHOC).

Born 1931 at Odumasi Krobo in the Eastern Region. Secondary

school education. Diploma from London School of Journalism.
1950~52 Deputy Editor of now defunct Takoradi Times. Later

managed and owner of Ringway Hotel as well as being a freelance
journalist and stringer for London, New York and Czech news
agencies, Became editor of the Spark newspaper (now defunct) when
it was established in 1962, modelled on Lenin's 'Iskra' it was a
vicious political weekly always containing articles contributed by
TASS and other bloc agencies. Secretary-General of the Pan-African
Union of Journalists in 1963. In June 1965 elected as MP for
Asesewa. Was at the time an extreme Party activist, powerfpl and
close to Nkrumah. Now a leading member of the ruling People's
National Party and the Chairman of its Publicity Committee. Member
of the National Development Commission and its representative on
the Ghana Press Commission. Also Chairman of GIHOC, the parastatal
industrial holding company.

Can be charming when he chooses, but he is of explosive temperament,
and generally shifty. Very articulate. In private life a full
blown capitalist with a variety of successful commercial interests.

Always has an eye on the main chance and finds it difficult to keep

his private and public interests apart. Ever present on important
occasions. More powerful than his formal appointments would

suggest.

CONFIDENTTAL
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BENNEH, PROFESSOR GEORGE

Minister of Finance and Economie Planning,

Born 1935 in Brong Ahafo Region. Iducated at Achimota and
Legon University: BA(Hons) in Geography. 1961-64 at London
School of Economics (PhD).. Visiting lecturer in Denmark
(four terms) and in USA.

Geography teacher 1957-61. Lecturer at Legon University 1964,
Senior Lecturer 1973, and Associate Professor 1976. Commissioner
for Lands and Natural Resources from 1978 until his appointment
by President Limann in 1979 as Minister for Lands, Natural
Resources, Fuel and Power. Moved to his present post in

November 1980. He has found the transition a difficult one and
is still very prone to apologise for his lack of technical
knowledge. However, his political sense is good; and his
standing in the Cabinet is high.

He has a sound political base in Ashanti where his father was
poweful in Nkrumah's Convention People's Party circles. Tipped
by some as a potential 'Ashanti' candidate for leadership of the
People's National Party. A pleasant, youthful-looking man with a
strong reputation for honesty, diligence and sound administration.

Married with children.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BULLA, VINCENT YAW
Minister of Trade and Tourism

Born 1942 st Kpando, Volta Region. An Ewe by tribe.
Educated at Achimota School 1956-62 and University of Ghana,
Legon (BSc Econ). Attended Yale University, USA 19567-68
where he graduated MA (Econ); did not complete his PhD
course and returned to Ghana in 1970 to take up a teaching
appeintment. TIn fact did not do so and joined Mobil 0il with
whom he was employed up to the time of his first ministerial
appointment in September 1979 as Minister for Industries, Science
and Technology. Moved to present post in reshuffle of November
1280.

A bright technoerat, friendly and efficient whose

)

style reflects his US training and employment.

Married (%o Mercy Epikpitse) with two children.

CONFIDENTIAL
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. NANA OKUTWER BEKOE I1II

Acting Chairman of the People's National Party.

About 55-60 years of age. Comes from the Central Region. Family
name is Quartey. Member of Nkrumah's Convention People's Party.
In the 1960s arrested and charged in his family name with a
confederate Henry Djaba with embezzling funds of some £4 million
released on technical grounds and left Ghana. Returned at time
of Busia civilian regime and invested in commercial enterprises
including Attok Tisheries. Some years ago became Chief of his
home village, a small one some 20 miles from Acecra. Said to‘have
subscribed several million cedis to the PNP election funds in
1979 and certainly worked very hard touring the whole country to
rally support. Strong in the Party but increasingly was over-
shadowed by Alhaji Imoru Egala, his main rival. His attempted
'take-over' of the PNP by filling the Central Committee with his
own nominees in early 1980 caused a grass-roots revolution at the
May 1980 Congress of the Party at Kumasi and led to his influence
being diminished. But is still Acting Chairman, is always present
at big Party rallies and meetings, and frequently accompnanies
President Limann on his tours both inside and outside Ghana.

Has many contacts, including commercial ones, with Iastern Europe.
Chairman of the Ghanaian-Bulgarian Friendship Society.

Another of the 61d guard members of the PNP with a dubious past.
But a hard worker and useful source of funds.

Socially quite agreeable. Married to Grace Owusu,

CONFIDENTIAL
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REINDORF, JOSEPH DANTEL
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General

Born 1924 in Acera. A Ga. Educated Achimota School
and Caius College, Cambridge; BA 1950, MA 1954, Called to
the Bar (Middle Temple) in 1956.

Subsequently in private law practice in Ghana. 1971
Viee-President of Ghanz Bar Association., 1972 member,
Board of Directors, Bank of Ghzna.

B8aid to have been in the past a heavy drinker. Very
intelligent but reputed lazy. Academic turn of mind with a
quiet, dry sense of humour. Has not been prominent.

Married with three children.

CONF IDENT TAL
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QUARM, SAMUEL ERNEST

Principal Secretary, MFA

Born 1932 Axim, Western Region. An Ahanta. Educated Adisadel
Secondary College, Takinta, BA at Legon before going to

S8t Catherine's Oxford, 1956-57, after joining the Ghana MFA in
1956. Attended Foreign Office New Entrants Course 1957. Served
in Acera 1958-60 then was posted briefly to Monrovia and then as
Second Secretary in Tokyo, 1960-63, returning as Acting Director
UN Department, MFA. 1964-66 Counsellor in Moscow, London and
Paris. 1966-67 Director Western Division, MFA. Counsellor,
Ghana Mission to UN 1967-69, later Ambassador in Algiers. Deputy
Ambassador, Paris, 1970-72, returning to Acera as Director,
International Organisations and Conferences Department, MFA,
Subsecuently, Supervising Director, Protocol and Public Relations
Departments, Superivising Director (Political) and from December
1973 to July 1974 Principal Secretary, MFA. Ambassador in
Washington, 1974--79.

A smooth operator, said to have a very good conceit of himself.
Charming (perhaps too obviously so) in manner and approachable,

but difficult to get to know and cautious in expression. It is

very difficult to get a positive statement from him on any potentially
contentious question. He has a reputation among his colleagues

for keeping & cool head. Appears to be well disposed towards the
West.

Married with children. His wife is a school teacher with a charming

and personable presence. He is a weekend golfer..

CONFIDENTIAL
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ZANLERIGU, COL (RET'D) DAVID
Minister of Works and Housing

Northerner. Born 1932 in the Upper Region. A Fra-Fra.
MP for the Talenzi Nabdam constituency.

During the Nkrumah regime he served as Commander of the
Pregidential Guard, a regular army uvnit which operated outside
the Army chain of command reporting directly to the President.
After Fkrumah's overthrow in 1966, Zanlerigu was arrested and
charged with the killing of six soldiers; subsequently also
charged with smuggling items out of prison and sentenced to five
years® imprisonment. On appeal he was acquitted of all charges.

Since 1967 he has been living in the Northern Region
WVhere he hag been engaged in farming., Also employed as a
personnel manager with Pioneer Tobacco Company and latterly as
Aduministretive Officer in the Upper Region Agricultural
Development Programme (URADEP) where he made a good impression
on the expatriate staff.

Quite friendly to the UK but not overwhelmingly so. 4
Minister becsuse of hig Northern politiczl base and not
because of his administrative abilities.

Married.

CONFIDENTTAL
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
3

/ London SWIA 2AH

7 May 1981

L, ) Bwie it @ ﬂml%zw
Do _/’h“"""‘[f 5 s /Lf {.-L/(

Thank you for your letter of S‘May about a Guard
of Honour for President Limann of Ghana.

The Ministry of Defence have paced out the area
in Downing Street and found it unsuitable on the
grounds that there is insufficient space for a full
Guard of Honour. They are content, however, to mount
a Guard in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Quadrangle as suggested by the Prime Minister and we
are proceeding with the detailed arrangements.

I shall send you details of the ceremony procedure
as soon as these have been finalised.

jww) e
Ratere [yae

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing St




VISIT OF HIS EXCELLENCY DR HILLA LIMANN,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA.

ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN

(to be read in conjunction with the attached
programme )

Tuesday 12 May

Arrival

The President and his party will arrive by F 28 . aircraft at

RAF Northolt. As soon as the aircraft doors open the Station Commander
will escort the greeting party to the aircraft. The following will be
at the aircraft steps (in order):- :

The Lord Lyell, Lord in waiting to Her Majesty, The Queen.

Mr Peter Blaker, Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs.
His Excellency Mr F K Badgie, High Commissioner for Ghana

Group Captain John Bore, Station Commander, Royal Air Force, Northolt
Mr J Mellon, British High Commissioner, Ghana

Mr C Taylor, Deputy Secretary, Government Hospitality Fund

Group Captain R Thomson, Escort Officer

The party will proceed to the VIP Suite where the Ghanaian High
Commissioner will present members of his staff.

Transport

Cars are provided for members of the official suite and seating
arrangements are described at Annex I.

Wednesday 13 May

Call by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

The following will also be present:-

Ghana United Kingdom

Dr I Chinebuah Mr A C D S MacRae
Prof G Benneh

/Wreath




Wreath laying at Westminster Abbey

The following will accompany the President:

Dr I Chinebuah
High Commissioner
Prof G Benneh

Mr S E Quarm

Mr A S A Abban

Mr K Akowuah

Col E Kwame

Cdr J E Essiedu
Mr J Mellon

Guard of Honour

The procedure at this ceremony is described at Annex 2.

Plenary Talks at No 10 Downing Street

The following will also be present

Ghana United Kingdom

Dr I K Chinebuah Lord Carrington
High Commissioner Treasury Minister
Prof G Benneh Mr J Mellon

Lunch with the Prime Minister

The following are also invited:-

Dr I K Chinebuah

High Commissioner and Mrs Badgie
Prof George Benneh

Mr Joe Reindorf

Col David Zanlerigu

Mr Vincent Bulla

Mr Nelson Agbesi

Nana Okutwer Bekoe III

Dr A M Arthur

Mr and Mrs J Mellon

Meeting with Leader of the Opposition

The following will accompany the President:-

Dr I K Chinebuah

Prof G Benneh

Nana Okutwer Bekoe III
Mr S E Quarm

Mr J Mellon

/Dinner with




Dinner with Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

The following are also invited:-

Dr I K Chinebuah
TBigh Commissioner
e ST o L =S
—Ivan-Adai-Mensah
lana. Okutwer Bekoe 111
Mr Kofi Batsa
Mr J Mellon

Thursday 14 May

Visit to London School of Economics

The following will accompany the President:-

Dr I K Chinebuah
.High Commissioner

Prof George Benneh

Mr S E Quarm

Mr Kofi Batsa

Mr J Mellon

Lunch with Her Majesty The Queen and Presentation of New Colours to
the Welsh Guards

Dr I K Chinebuah is also invited.

Dinner at Bank of England

The following are also invited:-

'Dr I K Chinebuah
High Commissioner and Mrs Badgie
Prof George Benneh
Mr Joe Reindorf
Mr Vincent Bulla
Mr A Ashiagbor
Mr and Mrs J Mellon

Friday 15 May

Luncheon at the Mansion House

All members of the official suite, the High Commissioner and Ms Badgie
and Mr and Mrs J Mellon are also invited.

Meeting with British Exporters

The following will also he present:-




Dr I K Chinebuah

Prof George Renneh

Mr Vincent Bulla

Mr Nelson Agbesi

Nana Okutwer Bekoe III

Mr Alex Ashimgbor
Mr J Mellon

Courtesy call on Archbishop of Canterbury

The following will accompany the President:-

Dr I K Chinebuah
High Commissioner

Mr J Mellon

Theatre/Supper

The following are also invited:-

Dr I K Chinebuah

High Commissioner and Mrs Badgie
Nana Okutwer Belkoe III

Col David Zanlerigu

Mr N Agbesi

Dr A M Arthur

6 May 1981 Visits Section .
Protocol and Conference Department
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
LLONDON SW1




Annex 1

CAR SEATING PLAN

12 MAY

Northolt to Claridges

Car P President
High Commissioner
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

Dr I K Chinebuah
Prof G Benneh

Mr J Mellon
Security Officer

‘Mr J Reindorg
Mr D Zanlerigu
Mr V W Bulla
Mr N Y A Agbes«

Dr A M Arthur

Col Evans Kwame

Col M Yahaya

Cdr J E Essiedu
13 MAY

Hotel to Westminister Abbey and Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Car P President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner
Prof G Benneh

Mr J Mellon
Security Officer

Mr S E Quarm
Mr A S A Abban
Mr K Akowuah

Col E Kwame
Col M Yahaya
Cdr J E Essiedu

Hotel to Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Car 4 Mr J Reindorf
Mr D Zanlerigu
Mr V W Butta }
Mr Y N A Agbes
Dr A M Arthur




L]

Cars P and 1 will proceed to 10 Downing Street; and wait until .
the President and his party return to the Hotel after lunch.
Cars 2, 3 and 4 will return to the Hotel.

Hotel to 10 Downing St and return to Hotel

Car 2 Mr J Reindorf
Col D Zanlerigu
Mr V Bulla
Mr N Agbesi

Nana QOkutwer Bekoe II1I
Dr A M Arthur
Mrs J Mellon

Hotel to House of Commons (for meeting with Leader of the
Opposition)

Car P President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

Prof G Benneh

Nana Okutwer Bekoe III
Mr S E Quarm

Mr J Mellon

At the conclusion of this meeting Car 1 will return to the
Hotel with Mr S E Qua Thereafter Car 1 will return to
the Palace of Westminister to wait with cars P and 2 for
the return to the Hotel with the guests after dinner.

Hotel to Palace of Westminister (for dinner with Commonwealth
Parliamentary Associatioq)and return to Hotel

Car. 2 DT T Adai=Mensah
Mr K Batsa

14 MAY

Hotel to London School of Economics

Car P President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner
Prof G Benneh

Mr J Mellon
Security Officer

Car 2 Mr S E Quarm
Mr K Batesa

Car P will proceed direct to Windsor and return to the Hotel
at approximately 1630 hours.

Cars 1 and 2 will return to the Hotel /Hotel to




Hotel to Bank of England and return to Hotel

Car P President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner and Mrs Badgie
Mr and Mrs Mellon

Prof G Benneh
Mr J Reindorf
Mr V Bulla

Mr A Ashiagbor

15 MAY

Hotel to Mansion House

Car P President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner and Mrs Badgie
Prof G Benneh
Security Officer

Mr J Reindor:®
Mr D Zanlerigu
Mr V W Bulla
Mr N Y A Agbesi

Nana Okutwer Bekoe III
Mr and Mrs J Mellon

Col E EKwama
Col M Yahaya
Cdr J E Essiedu

Mansion House to London Chamber of Commerce and Industiy

Car P : President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner
Prof G Benneh

Mr V Bulla
Security Officer

Mr I Mellon

Mr N Agbesi

Nana Okutwer Bekoe III
Mr A Ashiagbor

/Mansion




Mansion House to Hotel

Car 3 Mrs Badgie
Mr J Reindorf
Mr D Zanlerigu

Mrs J Mellon
Col E Kwame
Col M Yahaya
Cdr J E Essiedu

London Chamber of Commerce to Lambeth Palace and return to
Hotel

Car P President
Dr T K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner

hr J Mellon
Security Officer

London Chamber of Commerce and Industry to Hotel

Car 2 Prof G Benneh |
Mr V Bulla v NDe—e Okuioer
Mr N Agbesi £‘x e
] Mr A Ashiagbor
'qar-kfé_amnr4LJTc4
Hotel to Royal Festival Hall; and return to Hotel
=
Car P President
Dr I K Chinebuah
Group Captain R Thomson
Security Officer

High Commissioner
MrsBadgie

Col D Zanlerigu
Security Officer

Mr N Agbesi
Nana Okutwer Bekoe III
Dr A M Arthur

18 MAY

Hotel to Northolt

as on inward journey

Prof G Benneh

14 May Car 3 from 1230 hours until 1600 hours approx

15 May %33‘& Mr Bulla) £rom 1930 hours wgtil 2300 hours approx




Mr J Reindorf

14 May Car 4 from 1230 hours until 1630 hours approx

Mr V Bulla

14 May If Mr Bulla wishes to undertake programme proposed
he will travel in Car 5 with Mr Agbesi

15 May Car 3 from 1930 hours until 2300 hours
(with Prof Benneh) approx

Mr N Agbesi
14 May Car 5 from 0900 hours until 1730 hours approx

Dr I K Chinebuah
14 May Car 4 from 1700 hours until 1800 hours apvrox




VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN OF GHANA : 12-17 MAY 1981

GUARD OF HONOUR - PROCEDURE

¥ A Guard of Honour found by 2nd Battalion Scots Guards under the
command of Major J P Kiszely with Regimental Colour, the Band of the
Regiment and the Pipes and Drums of the Battalion will be formed in
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Quadrangle on Wednesday 13 May
at 1135 hours to greet President Limann of Ghana.

2 At 1140 hours members of the President's official suite will
arrive at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Quadrangle by car and
wait near the colour points (see diagram attached) on the west side
of the Main Archway.

.3. At 1143 hours the Prime Minister will arrive at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office Quadrangle through the Main Archway; she will
be met at the Archway by Major-General H D A Langley MBE, Major
General commanding the Household Division. He will be accompanied
by Lt Col R J S Corbett, Irish Guards, Brigade Major the Household
Division. The Major General will then escort the Prime Minister
to the Saluting Base ready to receive President Limann.

4, At 1145 hours President Limann will arrive at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office Quadrangle

5. Once the Prime Minister has welcomed President Limann the
President will take his place on the Saluting Base, between the two
colour points. The Prime Minister will stand on his right and slightly

behind him. After the Guard Commander has presented his Guard of
Honour to the Président Major-General gley 3§TT"EEEﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?The
Prmmmmﬁnins ection. The Prime
Minister should remain in the vicinity of the colour points with
the Brigade Major until the inspection is completed, and the Major-
'General has accompanied the President back to the Saluting Base,

- The Prime Minister will then accompany the President to 10 Downing
Street. Dr Chinebuah, the High Commissioner, Professor Benneh and
Mr Mellon, will follow to await the start of the plenary talks.

I Other members of the President's entourage will then proceed to
their cars which will be waiting in the Quadrangle (see attached
diagram),

7. Meanwhile the Major-General and the Brigade Major will have
taken their leave of the President and will authorise the dispersal
of the Guard of Honour once the President has departed for 10 Downing
Street.

WET WEATHER PROGRAMME

In the event of wet weather the Parade will not be cancelled. The
programme will continue as scheduled up to the point where the
inspection of the Guard of Honour should begin. If there is heavy
rain at that point in the programme and the President does not wish
to inspect the Guard of Honour the Prime Minister should lead the

President back to No, 10.
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DT RET RIS B T IHOEN

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Private Secretary (2)

10 DOWNING STREET

Private Secretary to the Prime Minister (2)
Press Secretary (2)

Office of the High Commissioner for Ghana (6)

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE

Private Secretary (2)
PS/Mr P Blaker (2)

PS/Mr R Luce (2)

PS/PUS (1)

Mr D M Day (1)

Sir Leonard Allinson (1)
Mr A CD S MacRae (1)

W A D: Mr Dumond (6)

Mr Mellon c/o WAD (2)
ceo ()

Resident Clerk ( )
Protocol and Conference Department ¢ &.).

Government Hospitality Fund '
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary : 5 y 1981

OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN
OF GHANA

The Prime Minister has seen your letter
to me of 1 May on this subject. She is not
very happy with the idea of a Guard of Honour
at the foot of Clive Steps. She has asked
whether it would be possible to mount a Guard
of Honour in the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office quadrangle. An alternative might be to
hold it in Downing Street itself, Perhaps
we could have a word about this when you have
investigated the above possibilities.

R. M. J. Lyxe, Esq.,
Foreign d Commonwealth Office.

A
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| 1 May 1981

Demv /f/lo'clamé, / 2»,.\4/'\

Official Visit of President Limann of Ghana

As you are aware President Limann of Ghana has
accepted an invitation To visit the United Kingdom as
a Guest of Government from Wednesday 13 May to Friday 15
May. The Prime Minister has agreed to host an offiecial
lunch in honour of the President on 13 May and to have
talks immediately before the lunch.

We propose that the Prime Minister should welcome
the President with a Guard of Honour immediately before
the talks. Unfortunately it would not™be possIEIe Tor
this to take place on Horseguards Parade as on previous
occasions as the stands will be in position for the Trooping
the Colour ceremony. It is proposed therefore that

the Guard of Honour take place in the approach road to
Horseguards Parade at the foot of Clive Steps.

If this proposal is acceptable to the Prime Minister,

could you let me know at what time she would like to
receive the President at Clive Steps.

vL-
M‘i7bwwu

RoAu ém'/

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
LONDON
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 98 Apr y'%l

OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN
OF GHANA

The Prime Minister has seen your letter
to me of 27 April and has approved the
proposals in its second paragraph.

I am copying this letter to John Wiggins
(H.M. Treasury).

cx«ﬂ**;y=J-4*A;

R. M..J, Lyne, Esq., ' '2_3“\-
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. /L
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Official Visit of President Limann of Ghana:
13-15 Ma

We have heard that President Limann will bring as
part of his official suite his Ministers of Foreign
Affairs (Dr Isaac Chinebuah), Finance and Economic Planning
(Professor George Benneh) and Trade (Mr Vincent Bulla) as
well as the Attorney-General (MTr Joe Reindorf).

e t—

We have in mind a short tete-a-tete between the
Prime Minister and the President from noon on 13 May, after
which the two Heads of Government would join a plenary
session in No 10 ineluding Lord Carrington and Dr Chinebuah,
We believe that President Limann will have economic
affairs very much on his mind as Ghana prepares her case
for IMF support and that it would therefore be appropriate
to invite Professor Benneh to join the plenary talks. In
this case we would hope that a Treasury Minister (the
Chancellor has another engagement) could also attend. We
have included all the Ghanaian Ministers and their counter-
parts in the guest list for the lunch beginning at 1.00 pm.
A separate appointment has been arranged for Professor
Benneh to call on the Chancellor on 14 May.

The lunch will provide a suitable, indeed the only,
opportunity for an exchange of short speeches at government
level. We envisage no more than five minutes on each side
and will prepare a draft for the Prime Minister in due course.

I am sending a copy of this letter to John Wiggins
in the Treasury.

oS v

R Ly

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street




5 February 19581

CF

Visit of President Limann

l;‘

fhank you for your letter of 4 February,
the contents of which have been noted., I should
be grateful if you could arrange for us to '
y receive a brief on the evening of Tuesday
12 MNay,together with, if necessary, notes for
any remarks the Prime Minister will be called
upon to make at lunch.

MICHAEL ALEXANDER

Roderic Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH
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4 February 1981

,;iyf‘”’ J/‘ifﬁ‘an&d;

Visit of President Limann

In your letter of JB’Ehnuary you confirmed
that the Prime Minister was prepared to host a
lunch for President Limann on 13 May and to receive
the President for an hour's talks beforehand.

President Limann has now accepted our
invitation to visit the United Kingdom for the
three days proposed, 13-15 May. The Ghanaian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has confirmed that the
President's travel plans will take account of the
official programme starting on the morning of
13 May. I can therefore confirm the arrangement
and would propose that the talks between the Prime
Minister and President Limann should begin at noon.

oS Tty

Retwre Lyne”
(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing St




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 13 January 1981

VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN

The Prime Minister has seen Francis
Richards' letter to me of 12 January about
President Limann's visit to this country.
She would be prepared to host a lunch for
President Limann (for 60 or so guests) on
13 May and to receive the President for an
hour's talk beforehand. The Prime Minister
would not wish to accept any return hospitality
from President Limann. As a general rule,
it is her practice only to accept return
hospitality during State Visits.

YA

Roderic Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




@ Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

Pon b ik« s (for 607
m /3 ”aw{ Mhﬂow}\‘;& /
é@ Wl i w~54“¢4-ax Zaﬂxﬂvwa
Akﬁ &&AT (7%% il il &JGD
Wﬁuua #e Al ¢ lar o o d]_
lo Tiffounct GTn J]w vty SIAE vty

Desa Moo, el /Z“-A

Visit of President Limann to Britain
————

Since we extended an invitation to President mann
to come here as a guest of HMG (your letter ofh30’6§§;ber),
our High Commissioner at Accra has had several informal
discussions with the Presidént and those close to him,
about possible dates. Most recently, the High Commissioner
spoke to the Vice-President on 15 December; and it was
agreed then that because the President had to be in Ghana
around National Day on 6 March, it might be best to think
in terms of a visit around April/May rather than earlier.

ey

12 January 1981

We know that the invitation has been warmly received
by President Limann, but we should now like to be able to
put some specific dates to him in an attempt to firm up
the visit in good time. We would consult the Palace
formally in due course about the possibility of The Queen
receiving Dr Limann, which we would regard as an important
element in the visit. But I understand that a date during
the period 13-15 May might be suitable. The Secretary of
State is also expected to be in London during that part of
the week.

Would these dates be convenient for the Prime
Minister? We would hope that Mrs Thatcher could agree in
principle to receive Dr Limann at around noon on the first
day of the visit and offer lunch thereafter. We also hope
that the Prime Minister wou be free to accept any
return hospitality which the President might offer.

A

(F N Richards
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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PRIME MINISTER

Visits and Visitors - 1981

I attach a summary of your programme
of outward visits and inward visitors next

e ——
year as it is at present shaping up. I
also attach the Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary's programme together with a back-
ground note.

Subject to your views, your programme
seems to me at present to be manageable,
However, I hope you will agree that it
would be wise to resist proposals to extend
it much further. In particular the programme
of inward visits is already looking rather

—
ambitious: there will inevitably be a

considerable number of unforeseen additions.
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PRIME. MINISTER'S VISITS AND VISITORS -

sie

" OUTWARD VISITS

Fixed, in hand or highly probable

United States of America
European Council - Maastricht
India/Gulf

North/South Summit - Mexico
European Council - Luxembourg
Ottawa Summit

CHGM - Melbourne
Anglo-German Summit - Bonn

Proposals

Portugal —-mow looks less attractive

INWARD VISITORS

Fixed, in hand or highly probable

Panama President

Ghana President
Romania Prime Minister
AngloQGerman Summit

" Anglo-Italian Summit
Anglo-French Summit
Anglo-Irish Summit
European Council

Late February/early March
23-24 March

15-23 April

Early June

29-30 June

19-21 July

30 September - 7 October
? October

1 day
D mber - 1 day

30 March - 1 April
Early 1981

13-16 April

11-12 May

“© ? May or later

? June
June/July

26-27 November

by

/ Proposals




Propoéals

Mauritius Prime Minister : Early February

French Prime Minister Early 1981 - if at all
Zimbabwe Prime Minister

Jamaican Prime Minister '

Belgian Prime Minister Late 1981

Cameroon President

Peruvian Prime Minister

Dominican Prime Minister

The Prime Minister of Singapore is likely to visit
the United Kingdom under his own steam in 1981,
to become a Freeman of the City of London.

The Sultan of Brunei is coming for 4-6 weeks in the
Spring to learn about the arts of government.

The Prime Minister of Fiji may also come under

his own steam.
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MR. ALEXANDER

Prime Minister's VisitsOverseas and Visitors 1981

-2"I have checked through Roderick Lyne's letter to you of
1 December and can confirm all the dates he mentions on page 4,
both for the outward visits and the inward visitors. I would be
grateful, however, if when you write back to him you could ask
him to go firm as quickly as possible with any of his 'proposals'.
I think it would also be a good ,idea to show the Prime Minister

‘the whole programme.

The FCO ask for a specific date for Sir S. Ramgoolam. I can
manage a dinner on either Wednesday 11 or Thursday 12 February
and talks on either day, though the 12th would be infinitely
preferable. Not much alternative around that time.

I really am going to be in great difficulty fitting anything

more in.

28

B 5 December
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1 December 1980

_A«g/w- M\'CAM/;

Prime Minister's Overseas Visits and
Visitors 1981

Lord Carrington has been considering possible programmes
of visits and visitors for the Prime Minister and himself in
1981. I enclose a schedule of existing plans at Prime
Ministerial level and of Lord Carrington's additional
proposals, as well as a schedule of the Foreign and Common-
wealth Secretary's own plans. We assume of course that
events are likely to necessitate additional visits, outward
and inward, which cannot now be foreseen.

The Queen

As background, I should recall the plans for State
Visits next year. The recommendations are likely to be that
King Khalid of Saudi Arabia be invited in June and President
Shagari 0f Nigeria_in November. If there is a recommendation
for a State Visit in March, it may be for President Marcos of
the Philippines or President Banda of Malawi. The Queen will
visit Norway in May, Australia for the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHGM) in September/October, and New
Zealand and Sri Lanka later in Qctober. Canada is a
possibility in July. _ PW-. v/' o s -t s (2

) i
“Outward Visits by the Prime Minister L-""'T Vetly” ol

In view of the UK Presidency in the second half of 1981,
the Prime Minister may prefer to fit as many of her outward
"trips as possible into the first half of the year.

" Lord Carrington welcomes the idea that the Prime
Minister should visit the q51§ in early January o in
connection with her Indian visit in April. He suggests that
the best countries to visit would be Saudi Arabia, Oman and

/the
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the United Arab Emirates. If the Prime Minister agrees, we
shall submit draft telegrams to the Posts with instructions
and detailed suggestions. (There will not be time to include
visits to all six Arab states in the Persian Gulf, but the
Prime Minister has met in the relatively recent past the Amir
of Qatar, and the Prime Ministers of Bahrain and Kuwait.

They will be borne in mind for another Ministerial visit in
the not too distant future.)

The proposals in the schedule for visits to the US and
to the North/South Summit in Mexico need little explanation.
Lord Carrington will make specific suggestions in due course.
We shall also make detailed suggestions about a visit to
India in April. A visit to Spain would only be appropriate
if the Lisbon Agreement on Gibraltar is implemented. If this
condition was met, a visit during the UK Presidency would be
particularly appropriate. A visit to Portugal (Paul Lever's
letter of 7 November) could be extremely brief, but the '
Portuguese would wish it to be separate from any visit to
Spain.

The schedule of outward visits does not include an
Anglo/Italian Summit in Rome in November. The Prime Minister
may feel that the frequency of these meetings could be eased
by suggesting in due course to the Italians that the second
Summit due in 1981 might be postponed because of the UK
‘Presidency until early 1982.

Inward Visits

Sir S Ramgoolam, although Prime Minister of MauYitius
since independence, has never paid an official visit to
Britain. Despite his agé he is not expected to retire soon.
He is firmly pro-Western and his country is among the few
which have preserved the Westminster model of Parliamentary
democracy. Lord Carrington recommends that Sir S Ramgoolam
should be invited here in the sgcond week of February, when
the Mauritian parliament (where the government Tave a slender
majority) will be in recess and when The Queen should be able

.. to receive him. Given the short time available, we would be
d grateful to know the Prime Minister's wishes as soon as
F" possible. A

An invitation to Mr Mugabe would be an excellent way

of keeping up the momentum of our relations with Zimbabwe.

| One of the regular Anglo/Irish Summits will be due in mid-
year and should probably be held after the Northern Ireland

/Yo
AV wLW 5 )
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local government elections in June. We shall be writing shortly
with detailed suggestions about inviting M. Barre. It would be
a suitable gesture to invite the Belgian Prime Minister for a
brief visit before we hand over the Presidency to Belgium at

the end of the year.

we An invitation to Mr Seaga would be an excellent goodwill
gesture after the change of government in Jamaica.

We have tended to neglect Cameroon, a stable, moderate
country which is one third Anglophone. The Cameroon market,
with its sound agricultural base and significant oil reserves,
is buoyant and attractive. President Ahidjo, in office since
independence in 1960, has just started another 5 year term,
Lord Carrington recommends an official invitation in 1981,

Peru has recently returned to democratic government. The
~economy is strong and offers opportunities for investment and
exports. Dr UIloa, the Prime Minister, is also Minister of the
Economy and Commerce and the most important person after the
President. An official visit could win us a valuable friend.

The new, moderate Dominican Government would welcome an
invitation to the Prime Minister, Miss Charles. There is
advantage in demonstrating support for governments favouring
stability . in the volatile Eastern Caribbean.

You will see that Lord Carrington's schedule of inward
visits includes the possibility of inviting the Polish Foreign
Minister. But, depending on how things go in Poland, we may
later wish to sound the Poles about the possibility of a higher
level contact instead.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries to
the members of OD and David Wright in the Cabinet Office.

| Yo e

{’A,en’c ne

(R M J Lyne)
" Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esqg
10 Downing St
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SECRETARY OF STATE'S OVERSEAS VISITS AND

YIsSI70RS, 1981
FRVERD. VISTRS

Fixed or in hand

Morocco/Egypt
Foreign Affairs Council
Foreign Affairs Council

Political Cooperation
Foreign Ministers

Foreign Affairs Council
" European Council

Foreign Affairs Council

RESTRICTED

Brussels

Brussels

The Hague
Brussels

Maastricht

Luxembourg

Hong Kong/China/Japan /Pakistan

State Visit to Norway

Foreign Ministers'
Informal weekend

Foreign Affairs Council -

NATO Ministerial Meeting

Location not fixed
Foreign Affairs Council
" Buropean Council

Foreign Affairs Council

" Ottawa Summit

Foreign Affairs Council

CHGM Melbourne

Fdreisn Affairs Council
Anglo-German Summit
Foreign Affairs Council

NATO lMinisterial Meet-
ing

Foreign Affairs Council

Netherlands

Brussels

quembourg
Luxembourg

Brussels

Brussels

Tuxembourg

Bonn 3

Brussels

Brussels
Brussels

%-17 January
19-20 January
16-17 February

25 June

16-17 Marcﬂ

2%-24 March
1%-14 April
?28 March -9/10 April

. May

9-10 May
18-19 May

2 days in May
22-23 Jgne
29-30 June
13-14 July
19-21 July

‘A4-15 September

30 September -
7 October

19-20 October
70ctober

16-17 November

2 days in Decenmbser
7-8 December




Proposéis

‘UsA

Pakistan en route to Hong Kong
FRG

Moscow

Nigeria

France for brief Bilateral
North/South Summit - Mexico

Netherlands (handover visit to
outgoing Presidency)

UNGA (speaking engegement
in US?)

Tuxembourg: Churchill Memorial
Lecture

Berlin after the Anglo-German
Sumnit

ASEAN two countries en route
to or from CHGM

INWARD VISITORS

Fixed or in hand

Mozambique Foreign Minister

Foreign Ministers' informal
weekend

Anglo-German Summit
Anglo-Italian Summit
_Anglo-French Summit

Political Cooperation Foreign
Ministers :

European Council

Iraqi Foreign Minister (perhaps
in 1980)

- ?February/March

726 March
Early 1981
Early 1981

February 1981

Early June

One day late Jurne

September
One day October

October

September-October

26-29 January

5-6 September
?May
?May

?June

1% October

© 26-27 November

/Proposals




Proposals

Poreign Ministeré of s

Poland Venezuela
Yugoslavia B;ﬁzil
India Sweden
Luxembourg Finland
Mexico

Botswana

Notes

(i) The Department may wish later to recommend that the
- Secretary of State should attend the opening session
of the Global Negotiations, which may be in late Janusr:.

(ii) New Australian Foreign Minister likely to come under

own steam in 1981.
(iii) The same applies to the Portuguese Foreign Minister;
(iv) and to the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister.

(v) The Foreign Minister of Guinea may come in early 1981
as a COI Visitor.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 30 October, 1980

Visit of President Limann to Britain

We had a word on the telephone about your letter to me of
21 October proposing that an invitation be issued to President
Limann to pay a working visit to this country. I told you that
it would not be possible to fit in a visit before the end of
this year but that there should be no great difficulty about
arranging something early next year. We agreed that President
Limann might not greatly appreciate an invitation to visit

Europe in January and that you would arrange for the High
Commission to sound out the Ghanaians as to whether he might not
prefer a visit when the weather would be a little more appealing.

M. OD. |

R M J Lyne, Esq
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




MR. ALEXANDER

VISIT OF PRESIDENT LIMANN TO BRITAIN

As we are not able to fit in a visit
before Christmas, I assume it would be
polite to do it as soon after the
Parliamentary Recess as possible. An

ideal date for the Prime Minister would

be a dinner on Tuesday 13 January (the
day after the House re-assembles) with
talks before-hand. But should this date
not be convenient to the President, the
diary at present is not too bad for
January, February and March and we could

discuss an alternative.
../?

29 October 1980
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

21 October 1980

qz>7777’,/A$icp”a¢t;

Visit of President Limann to Britain

Dr Hilla Limann, who has just completed his first year
as President of Ghana, has made it known to our High
Commissioner at Accra that he would like to visit London
before too long. We had previously expected Dr Limann to
call in on his way to or from the UN General Assembly,
but his Vice-President is representing Chana there instead.
Lord Carrington considers that we should now send an
invitation to Dr Limann to pay a short working visit to
Britain as soon as convenient dates can be found.

Dr Limann's government completed a year in office on
24 September. Despite the formidable economic problems
remaining in Ghana, their moderate and sensible policies
have brought the country back to the threshold of stability,
following many years of inept economic management under
military regimes, culminating in the four-month rule of the
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council last year. Following
his visit to Ghana in May, Mr Luce reported that the country
faced a critical turning point in her history, with multi-
party democracy and a civilian government still in the
balance. Since then, President Limann's inexperienced
team have gained in stature and confidence and are engaged
in the eritical negotiations with the IMF for economic support
desperately needed by the country. Tor the first time in
some years, political life is flourishing in the National
Assembly; and despite the economic problems, the security
position seems reasonably good, although there remains
latent dissatisfaction amongst the lower ranks and armed
forces.

Built on strong traditional ties, relations between
the UK and Ghana have been close since Dr Limann's government
took over. The Vice-President was here in April, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs last October, the Finance
Minister has been here twice; all visits arranged without
formal invitation. Lord Carrington thinks that the time

/has
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has now come for us to extend an invitation to Dr Limann
to come here himself. This would be a working visit.

It is likely that Dr Limann would combine his visit with
one to Paris and Bonn. The Federal Republic have recently
signed an agreement in Accra for the loan of DM 70 million
within the framework of Ghana-German economic cooperation.
The United States Assistant Secretary of State for African
Affairs was recently in Accra, pledging continued US
assistance to the Ghanaian Republic, We think it important
in this context to reaffirm to Dr Limann our own support
for what he is trying to do, Tf dates could be found for .
his visit during the next few months, this would in
addition reinforce the credtt=to pe-pgaIned from our
announcement of a further aid tranche for Ghana within the
aid framework, which Mr Marten will be delivering in Accra
at the end of November.

oy pPrviv:

Wz JM/

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esqg
10 Downing Street
LONDON SW1




19 May, 1981

I enclose a letter the Prime Minister has
received from President Limann of Ghana., The
President invites the Prime Minister to pay an
official visit to Ghana, and says that he looks
forward to receiving hexr soon.

I have not acknowledged this letter and }
would be grateful 1f you could provide us with
a draft Pep¥y for the Prime Minister to send to
President Limann by Wednesday, 27 May.

S —

e

SWLF. S. RICIEETT

R Lyne, Esq .
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




