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Mr Mark Thatcher

Thank you for your letter or 6 September enclosing a cheque
tor £15.16 signed by the Prime Minister to cover further costs.
incurred in the rescue of Mr Mark Thatchaxr.

I enclose an official receipt tfor the cheque.

(J E Holmes)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
Private Secretary
10 Downing Street




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 6 September, 1982

Mr. Mark Thatcher

You wrote to Willie Rickett on
2 September referring to two further bills
in respect of the rescue of Mark Thatcher
in Algeria earlier this year.

I enclose a cheque for £15.16 signed
by the Prime Minister.

A. J. COLES

John Holmes, Esgq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

2 September 1982

Primag Mavanster
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Mr Mark Thatcher

In paragraph 2 of my letter of 9 Mﬁ?ggfto John Coles, I
referred to the 'final sum due' to be met by the Prime Minister
in respect of the rescue of her son.

A month after that letter was sent, two more bills were
received by our Embassy in Algiers. They were for landing charges
incurred by the aircraft bringing Mr Denis Thatcher from the
United Kingdom and amount to a sterling equivalent of £15.16. The
delay in submitting them to you was caused by the Embassy accountant
charging them to a suspense account which has only now been audited.

In the light of the Prime Minister's wish that no charge should
be made to public funds, we assume that she would wish to meet
this bill herself. If so, perhaps you could let me have a cheque
for £15.16, made payable to the 'Foreign and Commonwealth Office'.
I am sorry that we have to trouble the Prime Minister again so
long after the event.

Dl
s

(J E Holmes)
Private Secretary

W Rickett Esq
10 Downing Street
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10 ¥arch 1882

Mr., Mark Thatcher

Thank you for your letter of 2 March,

I enclose a cheque for £1784.80 made
payable to the Foreisn and Commonwealth
Office.. I should be erateful if you could
let me have a receipt which T can pass to
the Prime Minister,

JC

- John Holmes Esq
- Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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" Mr Mark Thatcher

Thank you for your letter to Francis Richards of
15 February in which you asked, since the Prime Minister
had decided that she did not wish any charge to be made to
public funds, for a bill for £1,190.95 to be sent to you.
You also said that the Prime Minister would meet bills for
a total of £583.14, referred to in your letter of 8 February,
when they were presented, the total for the two bills being
£1,774.09,

Further calculations here show that the sum due, as you
will see from the enclosed statement, is in fact £1,784.80.
As previously agreed, the Prime Minister is being asked to
pay Consular fee 37 (£412.50) instead of the actual costs of
air fares and subsistence (items 1 - 3 of the enclosure with
my letter of 3 February) plus the cost of accommodating the
Swiss Rally team. Although the Prime Minister asked that the
bill for this (item 4) should be sent direct to No 10, it was,
in fact, presented to and paid by the Embassy Accountant in
Dakar and is, therefore, repayable to the FCO. In the event,
the final sum due amounts to £129.42,

The remainder of the amount to be met by the Prime
Minister is previously agreed telegram and telephone costs

I should be grateful, if the Prime Minister agrees, if

you would let me have a cheque for £1784,80, made payable to
the "Foreign and Commonwealth Office'.

/I should

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street




I should incidentally apologise for an incorrect total
figure for costs in Francis Richards's letter to you of
10 February. That figure (£2,307.09) did not include the
difference between the actual costs of items 1 to 3 and the
Consular fee, deducted lower down. The total should therefore
have read £2,359.02. After the deductions, the figure of
the total cost to the taxpayer should read £1,242,88 and
represents the costs of telegram and telephone calls as
shown on the attached latest statement of costs.

(J E Holm&s)
Private Secretary




MR MARK THATCHER

STATEMENT OF RECOVERABLE FCO COSTS

’

CONSULAR FEE 37 £412.50

Accommodation:

Swiss Rally team 1 night in Bamako £129.42

Cost of telegrams/telephone calls:

British Embassy, Dakar 166.56
British Embassy, Algiers 141.73
British Embassy, Paris 871.31

FCO 63.28 1242.88
TOTAL £1784.80
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary - 15 February 1982

MR. MARK THATCHER

Would you please refer to my letter of 8 February.

On reflection, the Prime Minister has decided that she does
not wish any charge to be made to the taxpayer for the search
and rescue operation and the consequent diplomatic exchanges.

I should therefore be grateful if you could arrange for a bill
to be sent to me for the sum referred to in your letter of

10 February, namely £1190.95 with advice as to how the Prime
Minister should make payment for this amount.

It remains the case that the Prime Minister will also meet
the bills for a total of £583.14 referred to in my letter of
8 February, as and when the bills are presented.

This clearly means that the public line agreed earlier
should be modified. I enclose a revised line to take with this
letter. In most cases it should be possible to say simply
'No charges have been made to official funds.' The rest of the
line to take is included for use only when necessary.

A. J. COLES

F.N. Richards, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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PUBLIC LINE TO TAKE

No charges have been made to official funds in fespect

of the search and rescue operation and the consequent

diplomatic exchanges.

The major part of the expenses was met by the Algerian
Governmeni. Mrs. Thatcher has expressed her gratitude
for their generosity. The Governments of France and Mali
also contributed to the operation at their own expense and

similar thanks have been expressed.

No charge has been made to official funds in regard
to the hotel expenses in Tamanrasset of Mr. Denis Thatcher,

Mr. Mark Thatcher or the accompanying British officials.




PRIME MINISTER

MARK - RESCUE OPERATION

You said you wanted to discuss with Mr. Thatcher over
the weekend.

In case you need reminding of the papers I attach some.
You agreed earlier (Flag A) that certain bills, for a total
L,”bf £583.14, should be presented to you for settlement when
—
they arrived. They cover items 1-4 on the list at Flag B.
The figure of £583.14 is higher than the sub-total given
B,

on the list at Flag B because the practice is to charge not
actual costs but the costs prescribed by consular rules.

In addition, there is the total cost to the taxpayer

L//’of £€1,191. I think you wanted to consider the latter figure.
—

Meanwhile, we have held up replies to a number of letters
and are not using the public line which you approved earlier.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

10 February 1982
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" Mr Mark Thatcher

You asked for advice on the cost to the taxpayer of the
search and rescue operation of Mr Mark Thatcher, and the
consequent diplomatic exchanges. The amount is £1,190.95, and
is calculated as follows:

Total Costs £2,307.09

Less Item 9 (Estimated telegram costs: 533.00
costs were estimated for the purpose of

this exercise, but there were no actual

costs because telegrams were transmitted

during time already allocated to the FCO.

Less Items 1 - 4 (Recoverable

Less the difference between £412.50
ZConsular fee 37 to be recovered from
Prime Minister) and £360.57 (actual cost) al.,98

Total cost to taxpayer: £1,190.95

‘'F N Rich
’rivate Ser

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street




You told me on the telephone the other
day that the High Commission in Wellington
had suggested that the Prime Minister's letter
of 20 January to the Prime Minister of New
Zealand could more appropriately begin with

the words '"Dear Rob'". The Prime Minister has
therefore signed the letter again and I enclose
this version, You told me that the text of
the message had of course been telegraphed at
the time.

J COLES

Francis Richards, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary ¢ 8 February 1982

Mr. Mark Thatcher

Thank you for your letter of 3 February.

I agree that as and when the bills relating to items 1-4
of the enclosed statement arrive, they should be presented here
for settlement (the Prime Minister agrees that it is right that
these items should .not be charged to official funds). It is also
agreed that the actual charge to be levied in respect of these
items should be £583.14.

I should add that the bill for the accommodation in Bamako
of the Swiss Rally Team has not yet reached us here. You may
think it worth enquiring whether the Embassy in Dakar has received
it.

I also agree that the public line tobe used as necessary
in respect of the cost of the search and rescue operation should
read as in the final paragraph of your letter, subject to the
slight amendments which we discussed at the end of last week.
For ease of reference, the agreed line is contained in the enclosure
{to this letter. I wait to hear from you what figure should be
% inserted in the second paragraph.

Francis Richards, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




PUBLIC LINE TO TAKE

No charges have been made to official funds the cost
of the search and rescue operation other tha hose which would
be so charged in the case of any UK citizen in distress. All
other bills which have been raised ve been met by Mrs Thatcher
personally:

The act t cost to the UK taxpayer, which includes
se expenses which in any case would normally fall to the

Government, amounts to J!ﬁl-

The major part of the expenses was met by the Algerian
Go.ernment. Mrs Thatcher has expressed her gratitude for their
generosity. The Governments of France and Mali also contributed
to the operation at their own expense and similar thanks have been
expressed.

No charge has been made to official funds in regard to the
hotel expenses in Tamanrasset of Mr. Denis Thatcher, Mr. Mark
Thatcher or the accompanying British officials.




PRIME MINISTER

MARK: COSTS OF RESCUE OPERATION, ETC.

The attached FCU letter contains advice on how the costs
should be apportioned and the public line which should be taken
where necessary.

All the hotel expenses in Tamanrasset have been met by the
Algerian Government. The attached telegram describes the background.

One or two bills may emerge later which are not taken account
of in the attached letter. But I am sure they will not be large.
The letter does not take account of telephone calls made from
Dovaing Street. These were numerous but I think they are a proper
charge to public funds either because:

(a) they were required for reasons of courtesy
towards a foreign government, or
they were connected with an operation to locate
a UK citizen in distress and it is not normal
practice to make a charge for such calls.

In advising how to apportion the costs the FCO based themselves,
with my agreement, on two principles:

(a) As regards what may broadly be called the
Consular aspect (the various activities carried
out by British officials in support of the search
and rescue operation), public funds should bear
only such costs as they would have done if Mark
had been an ordinary UK citizen.
As regards other costs a distinction should be
made between those which were incurred for reasons
of diplomacy (e.g. messages to the Presidents of
Algeria and France), which are a proper charge to
public funds, and other costs which cannot properly
be so charged.

/If you agree




If you agree with the advice, the total cost to be met by
you or your family personally would be, subject to any unforeseeable
bills coming in later, a maximum of £583.14. (This is made up of
£412.50, which is the higher rate for items 1-3 in the table of
costs and is explained at 'X' on page 1 of the attached letter)
and the bill of £170.64 for the Swiss Rally Team (item 4).
There is no need to pay now. I will arrange for the bills to be
sent to us.

We have had a number of enquiries from the public and one
or two from MPs about the expense. I believe that the arrange-
ments described in the FCO letter will enable us to deal with
virtually all of these in an entirely reasonable and Justifiable
way.

There is one line of criticism which is less easy to deal
with. This is that it is wrong for a developing country like
Algeria to have taken on such a large bill. We can of course reply
by saying that this is a matter for the Algerian Government and
that we are grateful for their generosity. But this perhaps does
not entirely dispose of the criticism. You earlier considered
whether you wanted to make some gesture towards an Algerian
charity and may want to think further about this. I do not think

it essential for you to do anything of this kind (we have not

heard much criticism of this sort).
Do you agree that:
(a) As and when bills for the total of £583.14 arrive
they should be presented to you for settlement?

We should as necessary use the public line at the
end of the FCO letter?

4 February 1982




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

3 February 1982

Mr Mark Thatcher

You asked for advice on (a) the costs of the search and
rescue operation; and (b) (your letter of 3 February) the line
to be used in responding to inquiries on this subject.

It appears to us that the costs which we should seek to
recover in this case are those listed in items 1-4 of the
attached statement, totalling £531.21. For reasons explained
below, however, the actual charge to be levied should be the
rather higher figure of £583.14. These costs are primarily
those we should normally consider 'consular's we do not think
it right to seek recovery of those costs incurred for primarily
'diplomatic' reasons.

Perhaps it would help if I explained in rather more detail
the criteria we have adopted. The normal rules have given us
some guidance, but in such a case as this there are inevitably
considerable grey areas where we have had to rely on judgement.
In order to make sure that the outcome is readily defensible
in the kind of terms you have in mind, we have in cases of
doubt opted for the higher charge to the Prime Minister. We
have divided the cost into three categories:

(a) Normal 'consular' costs;

(b) Normal 'diplomacy' costs;

(c) Others ( ie 'possibly recoverable').

Items 1-3 in the attached statement are unusual. If it
is necessary for a consular official to attend at a place
other than consular premises, it is normal to charge fee 37

‘in the Consular Fees Table. In this case, the total fee would
 'be £412.50, and though this is higher than the actual cost of

| £360.57 shown in the table, we believe that it would be right
§ for this higher sum to be recovered.

Item 4 in the statement is the cost of accommodating the
YL Swiss Rally Team for an extra night in Bamako. I understand that
you asked that the team leader be asked to stay on, and that the
DO bill be sent to you. This item is not a proper charge to public
va funds and if it has been so charged we believe that it should be

& Lok Trecovered.
| emm———
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CONFIDENTIAL
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The bulk (over 75 per cent) of the remaining costs (items
5-9 in the attached statement) relate to telegrams and telephone
calls. These can properly be attributed to normal consular
costs, or in the case of messages of thanks (including
translations) from the Prime Minister, Mr Denis Thatcher and
Mr Mark Thatcher to Heads of States or Governments, Government
officials and so on, to 'diplomacy'. We regard these as 2 nroper
charge to the FCO. The cost of messages of thanks is not listed
separately in the statement. We do not believe that it would be
either reasonable or practical to treat those messages sent by
other members of the Prime Minister's family as different from
those which she sent herself. The services provided by foreign
authorities were so provided by virtue of the relationship of
Mr Denis Thatcher and Mr Mark Thatcher to the Prime Minister, and
they were obliged to send messages of thanks for reasons of
diplomacy- the only consideration in the case of members of the
puvlic would be that of courtesy.

Apart from the costs shown in the statement, which are readily
identifiable, there are other costs not included, notably man
hours spent on the case, both in London and abroad, and local
telephone calls in London. These have not been included because,
apart from the fact that it would be almost impossible to arrive at
any sort of accurate figure, it is not normal consular practice
to charge such costs over and above statutory fees or actual
expenses.

As regards the line to take in answer to inquiries, the line
you suggested in your letter of 3 February seems to us appropriate,
but we would suggest that it be modified so as to limit it to the cost
of the search and rescue operation, and to exclude the diplomatic
costs of the various messages of thanks. It would then read as
follows: i

'No charges have been made to official funds for the cost

of the search and rescue operation other than those which
would be so charged in the case of any UK citizen in distress.
All other bills which have been raised have been met by

Mrs Thatcher personally.

'The total cost to the UK taxpayer, which consists of those
expenses which the Government would meet in the case of
assistance for any UK citizen in distress, amounts to .......
(a figure will have to be inserted later).

'The major part of the expenses was met by the Algerian
Government. Mrs Thatcher has expressed her gratitude for
their generosity. The Governments of France and Mali also
contributed to the operation at their own expense and similar
thanks have been expressed.

'No charge has been made to official funds in regard to the
hotel expenses in Tamanrasset of Mr Denis Thatcher, Mr Mark
Thatcher or the accompanying British officials.'

CONFIDENTIAL b mes i s
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A J Coles Esq (F N RichArds)
Private Secretary Private Secretay
No.10 Downing St
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MARK THATCHER

CCXFIDELTIAL

STATEMENT OF FCO COSTS

Dakar:
Algiers:
Paris:

., [FCO:

9. FCO:

Totalf‘

DETAILS AMOUNXT (£)

Air Fares: Consul-Dakar/Bamako 184.22

Subsistence: Consul(Dakar)(2 nights 149 .74
Bamakq)

Subsistence: 2nd Sec(Dakar) (1 night 26.61

-Gao)

Swiss Rally Team: 1 night accomodationl?70.G4
(Bamako)

Sub Total : other costs 531:21
Embassy-Telegrams/telephone calls
EmbassyQTelegrams/felephone calls

| b ;
Embassy—Telegrams/telephone calls

Telégrams actual and International
telephone calls

. Telegrams (estimated)

CONFIDENTIAL




COLFIDENTIAL

ARK THATCHER

STATEMENT OF FCO COSTS

ITEM ok DETAILS . i . AMOUNT (£)

Air Fares: Consul-Dakar/Bamako : 184 .22

Sub51stence Consul(Dakar)(2 nights 149 .74
Bamako) : .

Subsistence: 2nd Sec(Dakar) (1 night 26.61
-Gao) : '
Atz

Swiss Rally Team 1 night accomodat10n170 64
(Bamako)

Sub Total : other costs 531 .21
Dakaf; _ Embassy—Téiegrams/teiephone_éalls 166 .56
Algiérs: Embassy-Telegrams/felephohe calls 141 .73
Paris: : Embassy—Telegrams/telephoﬁé calls 871.31 -

. Fco: : Telegrams actual and International 63.28
- S telephone calls

FCO:. f .Telegrams.(estlmated) : 5383 00—
S = e N = e : ) N - ] i i Ve
Tokal) he b T - o | SIS B £2307.00--55=7
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PRIME MINISTER

MARK: COSTS OF RESCUE OPERATION, ETC.

The attached FCO letter contains advice on how the costs
should be apportioned and the public line which should be taken
where necessary.

All the hotel expenses in Tamanrasset have been met by the
Algerian Government. The attached telegram describes the background.

One or two bills may emerge later which are not taken account
of in the attached letter. But I am sure they will not be large.
The letter does not take account of telephone calls made from
Downing Street. These were numerous but I think they are a proper
charge to public funds either because:

(a) they were required for reasons of courtesy
towards a foreign government, or
they were connected with an operation to locate
a UK citizen in distress and it is not normal

practice to make a charge for such calls.

In advising how to apportion the costs the FCO based themselves,
with my agreement, on two principles:

(a) As regards what may broadly be called the
Consular aspect (the various activities carried
out by British officials in support of the search
and rescue operation), public funds should bear
only such costs as they would have done if Mark
had been an ordinary UK citizen.

As regards other costs a distinction should be
made between those which were incurred for reasons
of diplomacy (e.g. messages to the Presidents of

Algeria and France), which are a proper charge to

public funds, and other costs which cannot properly
be so charged.

/If you agree




If you agree with the advice, the total cost to be met by
you or your family personally would be, subject to any unforeseeable
bills coming in later, a maximum of £583.14. (This is made up of
£412.50, which is the higher rate for items 1-3 in the table of
costs and is explained at 'X' on page 1 of the attached letter)
and the bill of £170.64 for the Swiss Rally Team (item 4).
There is no need to pay now. I will arrange for the bills to be

sent to us.

We have had a number of enquiries from the public and one
or two from MPs about the expense. I believe that the arrange-
ments described in the FCO letter will enable us to deal with
virtually all of these in an entirely reasonable and justifiable
way.

There is one line of criticism which is less easy to deal
with. This is that it is wrong for a developing country like
Algeria to have taken on such a large bill. We can of course reply
by saying that this is a matter for the Algerian Government and
that we are grateful for their generosity. But this perhaps does
not entirely dispose of the criticism. You earlier considered
whether you wanted to make some gesture towards an Algerian
charity and may want to think further about this. I do not think

it essential for you to do anything of this kind (we have not

heard much criticism of this sort).
Do you agree that:
As and when bills for the total of £583.14 arrive
they should be presented to you for settlement?

We should as necessary use the public line at the
end of the FCO letter?

4 February 1982




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

3 February 1982

Mr Mark Thatcher

You asked for advice on (a) the costs of the search and
rescue operation; and (b) (your letter of 3 February) the line
to be used in responding to inquiries on this subject.

It appears to us that the costs which we should seek to
recover in this case are those listed in items 1-4 of the
attached statement, totalling £531.21. For reasons explained
below, however, the actual charge to be levied should be the
rather higher figure of £583.14. These costs are primarily
those we should normally consider 'consular's we do not think
it right to seek recovery of those costs incurred for primarily
'diplomatic' reasons.

Perhaps it would help if I explained in rather more detail
the criteria we have adopted. The normal rules have given us
some guidance, but in such a case as this there are inevitably
considerable grey areas where we have had to rely on judgement.
In order to make sure that the outcome is readily defensible
in the kind of terms you have in mind, we have in cases of
doubt opted for the higher charge to the Prime Minister. We
have divided the cost into three categories:

(a) Normal 'consular' costs;
(b) Normal 'diplomacy' costs;
(c) Others ( ie 'possibly recoverable'),

Items 1-3 in the attached statement are unusual. If it
is necessary for a consular official to attend at a place
other than consular premises, it is normal to charge fee 37
in the Consular Fees Table. In this case, the total fee would

ﬁ‘. be £412.50, and though this is higher than the actual cost of
£360.57 shown in the table, we believe that it would be right
for this higher sum to be recovered.

Item 4 in the statement is the cost of accommodating the
e At - Swiss Rally Team for an extra night in Bamako. I understand that
: o |you asked that the team leader be asked to stay on, and that the
' bill be sent to you. This item is not a proper charge to public
B Toa funds and if it has been so charged we believe that it should be

B Lk recovered.
———————
LA
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The bulk (over 75 per cent) of the remaining costs (items
5-9 in the attached statement) relate to telegrams and telephone
calls. These can properly be attributed to normal consular
costs, or in the case of messages of thanks (including
translations) from the Prime Minister, Mr Denis Thatcher and
Mr Mark Thatcher to Heads of States or Governments, Government
officials and so on, to 'diplomacy'. We regard these as a proper
charge to the FCO. The cost of messages of thanks is not listed
separately in the statement. We do not believe that it would be
either reasonable or practical to treat those messages sent by
other members of the Prime Minister's family as different from
those which she sent herself. The services provided by foreign
authorities were so provided by virtue of the relationship of
Mr Denis Thatcher and Mr Mark Thatcher to the Prime Minister, and
they were obliged to send messages of thanks for reasons of
diplomacy- the only consideration in the case of members of the
public would be that of courtesy.

Apart from the costs shown in the statement, which are readily
identifiable, there are other costs not included, notably man
hours spent on the case, both in London and abroad, and local
telephone calls in London. These have not been included because,
apart from the fact that it would be almost impossible to arrive at
any sort of accurate figure, it is not normal consular practice
to charge such costs over and above statutory fees or actual
expenses.

As regards the line to take in answer to inquiries, the line
you suggested in your letter of 3 February seems to us appropriate,
but we would suggest that it be modified so as to limit it to the cost
of the search and rescue operation, and to exclude the diplomatic
costs of the various messages of thanks. It would then read as
follows:

'No charges have been made to official funds for the cost

of the search and rescue operation other than those which
would be so charged in the case of any UK citizen in distress.
All other bills which have been raised have been met by

Mrs Thatcher personally.

'The total cost to the UK taxpayer, which consists of those
expenses which the Government would meet in the case of
assistance for any UK citizen in distress, amounts to .......
(a figure will have to be inserted later).

'The major part of the expenses was met by the Algerian
Government. Mrs Thatcher has expressed her gratitude for
their generosity. The Governments of France and Mali also
contributed to the operation at their own expense and similar
thanks have been expressed.

'No charge has been made to official funds in regard to the
hotel expenses in Tamanrasset of Mr Denis Thatcher, Mr Mark
Thatcher or the accompanying British officials.'

CONFIDENTIAL Lt M T
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A J Coles Esq (F N RichArds)
Private Secretary Private cretay
No.1l0 Downing St




CONFIDENTIAL

MARK THATCHER

STATEMENT OF FCO COSTS

DETAILS AMOUNT (¢£)

Air Fares: Consul-Dakar/Bamako 184 .22

Subsistence: Consul(Dakar)(2 nights 149 .74
Bamako)

Subsistence: 2nd Sec(Dakar) (1 night 26 .61
Gao) :

Swiss Rally Team: 1 night accomodationl?70.64
(Bamako)

Sub Total : other costs 321

Embassy-Telegrams/telephone calls

Embassy-Telegrams/telephone calls
; :

Embassy—Teleérams/telebhone calls

Telegrams actual and International
telephone calls

- Telegrams (estimated)

|
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CCANFIDEKTIAL

‘A RK THATCHER

STATEMENT OF FCO COSTS

o DETAILS : 7 AMOUNT (%)

Air Fares: Consul-Dakar/Bamako 184.22

Subsiétence: Consul(Dakar)(2 nights 149.74
Bamako) % )

Subsistence: 2nd Sec(Dakar) (1 night 26.61
-Gao) N

P e 4z
Swiss Rally Team: 1 night accomodationl?70.64
(Bamako)

Sub Total : othe; costs 537 .20

Dakar: Embassy—Téiegrams/teiephone_éalls 166 .56

Algiers: Embassy—Telegrams/felephone calls 141 .73
=y I e P A ; S

Paris: Empassy—Tele%rams/telephone calls 871.81"

_ FCo: Telegrams actual and International 63.28
3 - telephone calls

SN ECO: - Telegrams (estimated) : S8 T00~

Totag geaq : S A A L & £2307..09- 35555
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 3 February 1982

MR. MARK THATCHER

 When the question of costs for the search and rescue

operation has been settled we shall need to adopt a line to

be used in response to public and possible Parliamentary
nquiries, a number of which have been received here. 1

should like to be able to use wording on the lines of that in
paragraph 2 below but I should be grateful if you could

arrange for this to be looked at and amended as necessary. It
is important that it should be entirely accurate and defensible,

I propose that in dealing with such enquiries we should
draw on the following:-

"No charges have been made to official
funds other than those which would be so
charged in the case of assistance for any
UK citizen in distress. All other bills
which have been raised have been met by
Mrs. Thatcher personally.

. "The total cost to the UK taxpayer, which
consists exclusively of those expenses which
the Government would meet in the case of
assistance for any UK citizen in distress,
amounts to ..... (a figure will have to be
inserted later).

"The major part of the expenses of the search
and rescue operation was met by the Algerian
Government. Mrs. Thatcher has expressed her
gratitude for their generosity. The Govern-
ments of France and Mali also contributed to the
operation at their own expense and similar
thanks have been expressed.

"No charge has been made to official funds in
regard to the hotel expenses in Tamanrasset

of Mr. Denis Thatcher, Mr. Mark Thatcher or the
accompanying British officials."

F. N. Richards, Esq., [’ i ood
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




LLCFO gg5/31

PP FCC

GP3 425

RESTRICTED

FM ALGIERS 3113457 JANUARY 82

TO PRICGRITY FCO .
TELEGRAM NUMBER 46 OF 31 JANUARY

FOR PRIVATE GFFI|CE
FRCM MCLEAN
YCUR TELNO 21 AND ALGIERS TELNO 38: MR MARK THATCHER

1. EEFORE LEAVING TAHAT HOTEL, TAMANRASSET, VICEECONSUL ASKED
RECEPTICNIST FOR BILLS. FOUR WERE PRESENTED:

(A) FCR MARK THATCHER,

(3) FCR CHARLCTTE VERNEY,

(C) FOR HERCULES PILOT (WHOM MR DENIS THATCHER HAD INVITCD 70
SPEND THE EVENING OF 12 JANUARY AT THE HOTEL),

(D) FOR QUOTE THE BRITISH DELEGATION UNQUCTE.

S FIRJST THREE WERE FOR RCOM CHARGES ONLY. THE DELEGATICN’S
BILL, FCR A T?TAL IN EXCESS OF ALGERIAN DINARS ELEVEN THOUSAKJ
FIVE HUNCRED WAS DIVIDED INTO FCUR SUB-TOTALS, VIZ: ACCGﬁpFlTICQ
(SEVEN RCOMS), MEALS, DRINKS, AMD TELEPHONE CALLS. THERE WAS NO
EREAKDOWN: NO VOUCHERS, MO SIGNATURES. DRINKS ACCOUNTED

FOR ABOUT GNE THIRD CF TOTAL CCST, MR DENIS THATCHER, AMBASSADOR,
VICE CONSUL AND TWO UNITED BISCUITS PILOTS OCCUPIED FIVE RGGMS,
THE GTHER TWO wOULD Pﬁ%UMABLY BE THOSE USED BY THE GENDARMERIE
ESCCRTS (ALGIERS TELNO 31 PARAGRAPH 2(A)). .




2. MCRGAN EXPLAINED THAT, SINCE ALL OFFICIAL EXPENDITRUE HAD TO BE
PRCPERLY ACCCUNTED FOR, HE WCULD LIKE DETAILED STATEMENT.
RECEPTIONIST SAID THIS WAS IMPGSSIBLE. SINCE REST'CF-FARTY HAD
ALREADY DEPARTED FOR ALRPORT, MCRGAN MAY HAYZ RBETRAYED HIS .
CChCERN. WHATEVER THE CAUSE, EMDT BENAHNMED, THE ”'NDARLFDlF ESCCRT
WHC WITNESSED THESE EXCHANGES, IMMELIATELY INTERVENED QU“Tc T, .
SETTL?‘TH%S MATTER UNQUOTE, BENAHMED MADE SEVERAL TELEPHONE CALLS.
RECEPTIONIST THEN REAPPEARED TO TELL MORGAN THAT THERE WAS MOTHING
T8O PAYS

4, VICE CONSUL PROGTESTED TO BENAHMED, AND AGAIN ON THE PLANZ
BETWEEN TAMANRASSET AND ALGIERS, AMBASSADCR ALSC RAISED THS
PROBLEM WITH COLCNED KHELIL, THE REGIONAL ARMY CCMMAKDER, BCTH
SAIL THAT WE SHCULD NCT CONCERN OUSELVES: THE MATTER WAS CLOSED
(QUCTE REGLE UNQUCTE).

5. COMMENT., DELEGATION’S BILL PRESUMABLY TOOK IN MEALS CONSUMED
BY MUMERCUS MEMBERS CF ALGERIAN GROUPS CONCERNED VW1TH RESCUE

CPEZRATICN AND, ﬁLhuST CERTAINLY, THE LIBERAL DISPENSATION OF DRINKS -
TG ALL "AND SUNDRY AF#ER MARK THATCHER’S ARRIVAL AT HCTEL .(wHICH

AT ONE PCINT HCTEL MANAGER DECLARED TC BE QUOTE CN THE HOUSE
UNQUOTE). IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE T“ KNOW WHETHER ALGYRIAN AUTHCRITIES

INTENDED THRCUGHOUT TO MEET WHZSE COSTS. PRESENTATION OF BILLS TO
THE DELZGATICN COULD QUITE WELL HAVE BEEN AN ADMINISTRATIVE BUNGLE..
BUT ALGERIANS’ GENEROSITY IN RELIEVING US OF TCTAL BILL 1S
CHARACTERISTIC ENOUGH. IT 1S THEIR FREQUENT PRACTICE WiTH
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS, EVEN WITH IMPORTANT BUFSINESS DELEGATIONS
(£.G. BRITISH AEEESPaCE).

STRACHAN
RN

SENT AT 2115557 PKK




29 January 1982

Mark Thatcher

As I told you on the telephone yesterday,
I should be most grateful if I could receive by
Wednesday 3 Febbuary at the latest an account of
the various costs involved in the operation to
locate Mr, Mark Thatcher in the Algerian desert

and such advice as you wish to offer as to which
of those costs should properly be charged to
public funds.

It is dmportant that the deadline be met
since we need to desl with a number of enquiries
here.

F.N. Richerds, Esqgmp,
Foreign an{:{} 1eglth Otgice.

-.v,q,‘,

ﬂ Luhﬂvﬁ;hﬁ hf\}.
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LINE TO TAKE FOR USE IN PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

MARK THATCHER - COST OF OPERATION

Because of the generoéity of others - especially the
Government of Algeria - the British role was minimgl. HMG
- have not been asked to pay any costs.

The cost of the British contribution will be small but
has not yet been fully worked out.

There is no question of any costs being improperly
charged to the taxpayer. 1 shall make sure they are not.

Appropriate Consular assistance is given to any distressed
UK citizen. The extent of assistance provided by other

(8

governments is entirely a matter for them.

When a friendly Government is devoting so much effort to

finding a UK citizen, it is right that the British Ambassador
should be on hand as well, Anything less would be downright
discourteous.

Were RAF Aircraft Used?:

No. But as a precautionary measure an RAF Hercules already
in the area on a routine flight to Dakar called at Gibraltar to
collect rescue equipment for use in case the Algerians asked for
UK assistance. The aircraft continued its planned movement to
Dakar but was in the event not required to help in the search.

Cost?

The change in the aircraft's flight plan was made as a
precautionary and life-saving measure for which no charge is
customarily made.




10 DOWNING STREET

20 January 1982

A

Thank you so much for your kind message of 15 January.
The period when Mark was lost in Algeria was indeed very
worrying but the outcome has been a most happy one. The
sympathy and consideration which we received from so many

friends were a great help.

My very best wishes,

The Right Honourable R.D. Muldoon, C.H., M.P.




SIR ROBERT ARMSTRONG
CABINET OFFICE

Thank you for your minute of 14 January
to Mr Whitmore.,

The Prime Minister wrote to President
Mitterrand on the lines you suggested.

.11, COLES

18 January,1982
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary Y 18 January, 1982.

The Prime Minister invited the Ambassador of Algeria to
call this afternoon. Mr. Denis Thatcher and I were present.
Mr. Young provided interpretation.

The conversation was mostly of a general nature and related
entirely to the operation mounted last week by the Algerian
Government to find Mr. Mark Thatcher in the desert. The Prime
Minister told the Ambassador that she had particularly wanted to
express to him her thanks and those of her husband for everything
which the Government of Algeria had done. She told the Ambassadox
that she had of course already written to the President, Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister of Algeria. But she and her
husband had been so impressed by the speed and effectiveness of the
efforts made by the Algerian Authorities that she had wished to
leave the Ambassador in no doubt of her gratitude.

The Ambassador said that his Government was extremely
satisfied at the outcome. The Algerian Authorities had regarded
the operation as a matter of duty; it was the tradition of
Algeria that such assistance should be given in circumstances
of this kind. The Ambassador also said that his Embassy had
been deluged by telephone calls from journalists. He had
the impression that they were mounting an '"insidious' campaign
againstthe Prime Minister. He wished to make it clear that
the Government of Algeria did not wish to be associated with this
in any way.

It was not clear precisely what the Ambassador was referring
to, but I suppose that some journalists may have attempted to
obtain sensational details about the episode, and might have
tried to elicit information about the cost.

AT

Francis Richards, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




8
(o V) B e Whitmgée

Mr. Pattison
i'RIME MINISTER

‘ SIR HECTOR LAING

He rang this morning to say that he
supposed someone at some point, perhaps in
Parliament, might ask what a company 'pland
was doing taking Mr. Thatcher to Algeria.
Sir Hector wanted it to be recorded, and if
necessary stated publicly, that not a penny
of company money had been spent. All the
expenses would be met by him personally.

A.J. COLES

15 January 1982




CONFIDENTIAL

._cm,(_ L cc Press Officers

MARK THATCHER

You will recall our discussion with the Prime
Minister last evening on the danger that Mark
Thatcher will be offered money for his story.

The Prime Minister requested that action should
be taken to ensure against this.

I have spoken to Barrie Gill, Mr Thatcher's
agent, who has been having a rough time with the
Sunday Times. I have agreed with Mr Gill that,
in line with instructions last evening, he should
tell the Sunday Times and any others who approach:

"There is absolutely no question of
Mr Thatcher selling his story."

B. INGHAM
15 January 1982

CONFIDENTIAL
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00 -CC
00 PARIS
00 DAKAKR

GPS 100

UNCLASS IF 1ED

FM ALGIERS 1509502 JANUARY 1602

TO IMMELIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 25 OF 15 JANUARY 19&2
REPEATED FOR INTO IMMEDIATE PARIS AvD DAKAR

FOR NUMBER 10

ALGIERS TEL NO 24 AND TELECONS WITH COLES AT 1410502 AND wITH
NUMBER 0 DUTY OF7 JCER AT 150015Z: PARIS-DAKAR RALLY,

FROM MCLEAN

1« CONTRARY TO PLANS ANNOUNCED IN TUR, RESCUE AIRCRA"T ARR]VED
AT TAMANRASSET AT 142200Z, CARRYING MR MARK THATCHER, MADLMOISELLE
ANNE-CHARLOTTE VERNAY ANU MOWSIEUR CLAUDE GARNIER., THIS NEWS

WAS PASSED TO US BY M-A,

2¢ VICE-CONSUL TELEPHONED r ROM TAMANRASSET AT 1411452 TO REPURT
THAT -~ ‘

(A) MR MARK THATCHER APPEARED TO EBE IN GOOD ORCER (HE HAD HAU
A MEAL AND GIVEN A PRESS CONFERENCE AFTEK BEING GIVEN A PRELIMINARY
MEU ICAL CHECK),

(6) MACEMOISELLE VERNAY APPLARELC TO BE EXHAUSTED AvD HAD GONE l
TO HOSPITAL FOR A CHECK UP,

(C) THE TWG FRENCH PEOPLE PLANWNED TO TRAVEL TO DAKAR IN THE |
NEAR FUTURE.,

(C) ™R DENIS THATCHEKR HAL ACCEPTLD PRESILENT CHADLI'S OFFEK TO
TRANSZORT THE THATCHLRS TO LONDCON: THEY wGULL BE LEAVING IN ThE
PRESIDENTIAL PLANE (A GRUMMAN GUL! STREAM =) AT APPROXIMATELY
1504002, SETTING LOwN IN ALGIERS AT APPROXIMATLLY 1511502 SEFORE
CONTLUING TO LONUON.

STRACHAN




Ref., A07144

MR, WHITMORE

The Secretary General at the Elysee rang me up this afternoon to confirm

the good news that Mark Thatcher had been found in good order. He said that the
President was delighted to have the news, and shared the pleasure and relief which
he knew the Prime Minister would be feeling, He would not seek to attribute
credit for the discovery to any one factor in the operation; but it was clear that he
believed that the assistance sent by the French had materially contributed to the
success of the operation,

2. I said that the Prime Minister was indeed delighted that Mark had been
found in good order, and was deeply grateful to all those who had engaged in the
search operation = and not leastfortheassistance which the President had
authorised.

3. The Prime Minister may well already have sent a message to the
President; if she has not, I wonder if she would consider sending him a message

on the lines of the draft attached.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

14th January, 1982




DRAFT LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO
HIS EXCELLENCY MONSIEUR FRANC OIS

MITTERRAND, PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH
REPUBLIC

{
|

/
I was extremely grateful to you, not only for

the messages which you sent expressing your
concern at my son's disappearance and your pleasure
at his discovery, but also fo;‘ your generous offer of
prompt and effective assist«;—ilnce in the search
operation. I believe that that made an important
contribution to Mark and his companion being
discovered in good order. I shall not forget the
speed with which your offer was made and the spirit
which prompted it.

Please accept this assurance of my warmest
gratitude to you and té) the French men and women
who, as a result of y;il')ur initiative, contributed to the

search operation and to its happy outcome.

With my best wishes to you for 1982.




MR WHITMORE

MARK AND PRESS

We need to think ahead how we play the next 24 hours.

As of now, we are feeding out blow by blow and awaiting
confirmation. This is not now an elegant posture but it is
perfectly tenable. But for the 4.00 pm Lobby I need a line, over
and above the detailed diary of events and colour material. I
propose it should be as follows:

"The Prime Minister heard Mr Thatcher on the ITN news bulletin
reporting that he was 90% certain Mark, his crew and car had
been located. We now await confirmation and this may not be
forthcoming for several hours. You must keep in touch. In
the meantime the Prime Minister is carrying out her programme
and intends to go to Manchester tomorrow."

After Confirmation

Once Mark's rescue has been confirmed, we should put out a
statement from the Prime Minister and I attach a draft at Annex A.

The Prime Minister has agreed not to give press, radio or TV
interviews. But they will seek every way telephonically into
No.10 and, given that Carol has given interviews, will try to get

at the Prime Minister through her.

It would be a help if Carol could keep us posted on approaches
and let us know what she is saying so that we sing in tune.

‘So far as press, radio and tv is concerned today, I shall say

there will be no Prime Ministerial interviews; they will have to

be satiéfiéd!wifﬁ"tﬂe on-the-record statement from the Prime Minister
But I suspect that radio programmes, especially from abroad, may

well try to break through the shield as they did in Melbourne. You
may therefore consider concentrating press calls on to Press Office

by giving instructions to switchboard.




Tomorrow

Mr Gaffin will be doing a separate note on arrangements. All I

wish to say is that we need to introduce the maximum control, and
we need to avoid the Prime Minister giving her reaction time after
time. We need to find a location where this can be done most
effectively: that is not in Downing Street, If she said anything
in London she would still be dogged in Manchester, Consequently,
Mr Gaffin is trying to find a way of coping in Manchester which
minimises the amount of trouble for the PM,

In Africa

We need to consider what advice we should give to Mr Thatcher and
Mark in Algeria. This is difficult since we do not know any details
or circumstances. But what is clear is that there is only one way
to deal with the issue - for Mark and Mr Thatcher to hold a press
conference, filmed without separate BBC, ITN, IRN interviews, at
which one story comes out.

Second, it is absolutely crucial in view of the expense run up
in the search that Mark resists every blandishment on the part of
any individual newspaper to buy up his story. He must show no
partiality, but deal even handedly with all in open press conference,
so that no one can level charges against him.

Third, it is essential that any telephone calls as between Mark
and Prime Minister are conducted in absolute nrivacy.

Back in London

Whatever the access in Africa, the British media will give

saturétion coverage to the return home of Mark and Mr Thatcher.
Again there is much to be said for killing that interest with a
press conference at the airport on arrival which we could organise.

We shall need to give thought to the Prime Minister's welcome.
The press would give their right arms for a reunion picture. They
should be denied it and the reunion should be behind closed doors
either here or at Chequers?

g;}ﬁ“ﬁtfguld we discuss?

B, INGHAM




DRAFT STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER

I am very relieved and thankful to have received confirmation
that Mark, his co-driver and crew are safe and well. It has been
an ordeal for all of us and not least for Charlotte Verney's elderly
mother in France.

foon o=y
fo bty
I skould like to thank the Adgexrian and French Governments]-whe

have clearly-mede—tramendouseffords to find Mark and his colleagues.

My husbandwis enormously impressed with the search and rescue
operation they mounted. 'ﬁ~\ T e il

We are also deeply grateful for and touched by the many expressﬁbu

of support and good wishes and the large number of offers of help
which have pouredhsnto . .10 Downing Street these last few days.
They have warmed py hearts and been of great comfort.

. hengor o8I
B L 3 sl ) R e ey i
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

PS/PUS

cc: Private Secretary

MR MARK THATCHER

Dl I attach a minute recording action taken by the TFCO

in support of the search for Mr M Thatcher up to noon today.

It was written before the unconfirmed reports that Mr Thatcher
has been spotted. But since these may take some time to confirm,

I see merit in issuing the report as it stands, to be supplemented
later if necessary. : '

2, It is clearly right for NENAD to have been placed in charge
of this operation, and that this should continue for its durption.
I do not believe that any more elaborate structure to deal with
the situation is necessary, beyond the measures referred to in
paragraph 10 of the report. It is quite clear to me that

Mr Howarth has done a very professional job in coordinating
operations in the last two days.

Lord N Gordon Lennox

- 14 January 1982




CONFIDENTIAL

PS/PUS °

cc: Private Secretary Mr Miles o.r.
PS/LPS WAD
PS/Mr Hurd Defence Dept
Mr Wright i Consular Dept
Mr J Moberly News Dept -
Mr Harding (DSS MOD)

MR MARK THATCHER

L This minute records action taken by the FCO (and the MQOD)
in support of the efforts to find Mr M Thatcher. It represents
- the situation at noon today, 14 January. There have since been
further developments,reported to those concerned separately.

2 The last confirmed sighting of Mr M Thatcher was by Swiss
rally driver Michel Bosi on Friday, 8 January at approximately
70 kms North East of Timeiaouine. Mr Thatcher's car had
reportedly broken down (reports of the cause and of whether or
not there is a mechanic in addition to Mr Thatcher's co-driver
are conflicting). According to the rally search supervisor,

Mr Sabine, four search vehicles reached the point where Mr Bosi
had left Mr Thatchcer on Tuesday, 12 January, but the car was no
longer thére. There have been no confirmed sightings since.

3a 'Uﬁconfirmed reports include:

lg(a) Two 'missing' persons had been recovered (AFP, 13 Jénuary‘

Iﬁib) Mr Thatcher's car and co-driver located, but Mr Thatcher .
~himself missing (Times Correspondent Paris, 13 January) :
& ' : el
ﬁxc)ﬁuVehicle sought and persons answering to descripticn of b
‘Mr Thatcher and companions crossed into Mali on 12 January o
‘via Irharen en route towards Gao. ("Inspecified officials

. at the Algerian/Mali frontier,_13. January), y

.(d) There is no evidence (see press speculation) that the

~Polisario or the Libyans are involved in Mr Thatcher's
“disappearance.

4. Mr Denis Thatcher, accompanied by HM Ambassador Algiers, our
Vice-Consul,and an Algerian Genfarmarie liaison officer are in '
Tamanrasset where the Algerian search and rescue operation is
based. The Algerians have undertaken to set up a telex link from
Tamanrasset to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Algiers to
which Mr D Thatcher and HIMA would have access.

/5.
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CONTIDENTIAL
2

5. The Algerians, French and Malian authorities are =211
cooperating fully.

(a) The Algerians have committed four aircraft (one
equipped for aerial survey) and one helicopter with
medical equipment and supplies on board, in acddition
to land forces.

(b) The French have three aircraft based in Gao searching
the area between Bamako and Gao and between Gao and the
Algerian frontier. The French are in touch with the
Algerian authorities in order to allow French aircraft

to conduct searches in Algeria.

(c) The French Charge d'Affaires in Bamako has conveyed
HMG's concern to the Malian Foreign Minister, who has
promised to take early action. It has since been confirmed
that the Governor of Gao and his authorities have been
alerted and are joining in the search.

(d) The rally organisers are themselves searching.

6. Our other personnel in the area (apart from our posts in
Dakar and Algiers) are as follows: Miss Coombe, Second Secretary,
Chancery, Dakar, is with one of the French aircraft at Gao, and
Mr Richard White, also of the Embassy in Dakar, should now be in

Bamako in order to keep in close touch with the Malian and French.
authorities there.

i, The MOD have already diverted an RAF Hercules en route from .
UK to Dakar (on routine business), to Gibraltar where it picked
up rescue packs.. The.MOD are now sending the aireraft on to Dakar
where it will stand by in case of need. The MOD are also consult-
ing No 10 on the possibility of using a Canberra aircraft for
aerial reconnaissance over the area. The MOD also considered,

but for operational reasons, rejected the use of 2 Nimrod. But

no decision has been taken by No 10 on whether the Hercules or

the Canberra should be used. The MOD have pointed out that if
either of the aircraft are used in response to an Algerian or
Malian request for assistance, no costs will have to be charged.

8. We consulted HM Embassies in Algiers and Dakar on 13 January
on likely Algerian and Malian reactions to a UK offer to help.
Algiers reported that it would be best to await the scale and
effectiveness of Algerian operations before making an offer.

Dakar thought it best to leave efforts to the French for 24 hours
and only consider UK assistance if it became clear that

Mr Thatcher was not in the area now being searched.

9% For the present it is not clear what further can be done
except to await the results of today's search and decide in the
light of developments whether to make an offer of assistance to
Algeria and Mali. e o . 5

QNS <11 A e’
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10. A group of interested FCO Departments (NENAD, WAD, Consular,
News and Defence Departments) met under Lord N Gordon Lennox (ATSS)
this morning to discuss this report, which has been drafted
by Mr Howarth (NENAD). They agreed that NENAD would remain
operationally in charge of this matter within the FCO, reporting
regularly to Lord N Gordon Lennox who would conven:z further
interdepartmental meetings as necessary. No more elaborate
structure seems at present needed. The meeting also discussed
and approved guidance for News Department. They agreed that

ie%

IIM Ambassador in Dakar, at present in Banjul, should be asked to
return to Dakar as soon as possible.

11. Since the above was drafted, there have been unconfirmed
reports that Mr M Thatcher has been found.

Lord N Gordon Lennox

-

J_é;nuary 1982




14 January 1982

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank
you for your letter of 13 January, containing
a message from the Prime Minister of India about
the situation of Mrs. Thatcher's son. The Prime
Minister was most grateful for this kind message
and thanks you too for your own sympathetic
Coumments.

JOHN COLES

Mﬁw; Swraj Paul




14 January 1982

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank
you for your kind telegram,

JOHN COLES
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for enquiries dial the number
shown in your dialling instructions
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OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU MADAM PRIME MINISTER
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PRIME MINISTER

Sir Hector Laing's PA rang this morning
to convey the following message from Mr. Thatcher
to the Prime Minister. The message was passed
from Sir Hector Laing's aircraft through
British Airways channels. It states:

"Very hopeful sighting. Not quite
certain. Will know for certain 1900
hours. Love."

I have askcd that the time (1900 hours)
be checked since it seems a little odd. But
we cannot communicate direct with the aircraft
and it may be some time before this can be
established. It appears that Sir Hector's
aircraft is involved in the search.

.. J. COLES

14 January 1982
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As requested, I spoke this morning on your behalf to the
mother of Charlotte Verney. She is in her 80s and lives with
her husband in Le Mans.

I said that you were of course following the events in
Algeria very closely and that you wanted Madame Verney to know
that you were thinking not only of your son but also of her
daughter. You wished me to express your sympathy to Madame Verney
at this difficult time. I added that Mr. Thatcher had left for
Algeria yesterday and was now in the region of the search. Madame
Verney asked whether he had sent any news. I said he had been
impressed by the search operation which had been remounted this
morning.

Madame Verney was clearly moved by your message. Agree that
Mr. Ingham might tell the Press that you have sent a message to
the mother of Charlotte and made it clear that she is much in

your thoughts?

I,

ﬁ,{,c,-q’

14 January 1982




RESTRICTED

coples Lo
PS/PUS A J Coles Esq
Sir L Allinson No 10 Downing St
Lord N Gordon Lennox
Mr Moberly
Consular Dept
News Dept
Mr Howarth, NENAD WAD

" My Mark Thatcher

The Algerian Foreign Minister telephoned this office at
1300 today. I explained that Lord Carrington was on his way
to Brussels.

M. Benyahia said that an Algerian military aircraft had
just located Mr Mark Thatcher and his two companions. The
aircraft had made a low pass over their car, which was 400
kilometres south of Tamanrasset. The party had erected a tent.
I enquired about their condition. M. Benyahia said that they
had all signalled to the aircraft.

M. Benyahia said that the Algerians were now sending a
helicopter carrying a landrover in order to recover the party.
The helicopter would have to fly 300 kilometres to land the
landrover, which would then have to make a further 100 kilo-
metre journey. 1 asked how long this would take. He thought
two to three hours, but this may have been a guess off the top
of his head. He said that the party would be taken back to
Tamanrasset by the same route.

I promised to inform No 10 immediately of this news, and
I have of course done so. I said that the Prime Minister and
the Foreign Secretary had of course personally followed with
close attention the search operation mounted by the Algerian
Government, and were extremely grateful for everything the
Algerians had done. I also thanked the Foreign Minister
warmly for taking the trouble to telephone the news himself and
assured him that it would be received with the greatest of
pleasure.

You have received a similar story from our Embassy in
Algiers, who in turn have heard from HM Ambassador at Tamanrasset.
The Ambassador has rightly pointed out that until the identities
of the people who waved to the search aircraft are confirmed, we
should exercise some caution: but that on the whole the signs
are good.

M. Grenier of the French Embassy telephoned Sir Len
Allinson at about the same time to pass on the same story. It has
now been carried by the news media, including the BBC radio news
-at 1335,

As soon as the identities of the party are confirmed, we
should send appropriate messages of thanks. I shall naturally
consult No 10 about this: but in addition to those sent by the
Prime Minister, I am sure that Lord Carrington will wish to send
a personal message to M. Benyahia. We must also not forget the
other Governments which have assisted, including the French,
Malian and possibly Senegalese.

I hope it would not be premature to add a word of thanks
to you for your considerable efforts in this matter over the

past two days. W@W

14 January 1982 (R M J Lyne)




Private Secretaries

I ’Press Officers
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STATEMENT TO BE ISSUED FROM THE PRIME MINISTER ON CONFIRMATION OF
MARK'S SAFETY,

I am very relieved and thankful to have received confirmation
that Mark, his co-driver and crew, are safe and‘well., It has
been an ordeal for all of us,and not least for Charlotte Verney's

elderly mother in France.

I should like to express my deepest gratitude to the Government
of Algeria for everything they have done to find Mark and his
colleagues . My husband was enormously impressed with the
search and rescue operation they mounted. They have been
wonderful. I should also like to thank the Governments of
France and Mali for all the help they, too, have given so

willingly and so generously.

We are also deeply grateful for and touched by the many
expressions‘of support and good wishes and the large number
of offers of help which have poured into 10 Downing Street
these last few days. They have warmed out hearts and been

of great comfort.

B. INGHAM
14 January 1982
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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 2L OF 14 JANUARY 1962
REPEATED FOR INFO IMMEDIATE PARIS
REPEATED FOR INFO PRIORITY DAKAR

FOR NUMBER 10
ALGIERS TEL NO 23: PARIS-DAKAR RALLY
FROM MCLEAN,

1. MFA DUTY OFFICER TELEPHONED AT 2140Z TO CONFIRM THAT MR
MARK THATCHER AND HIS COLLEAGUES ZOULD NOT ‘REPEAT NOT ARRIVE
AT TAMANRASSET THIS EVENING BUT BE TAKEN THERE TOMORROw MORNING
BY ALGERIAN AIR FORCE PLANE, HE COULD NOT ADVISE ETA.
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FM ALGIERS 1420352 JANUARY 1982

TO FLASH FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 23 OF 14 JANUARY 19862
AND TO FLASH PARIS AND DAKAR

FOR NUMBER 10

ALGIERS TEL NO 22 AND TELECON WITH COLES AT 141920Z: PARIS-
DAKAR RALLY,

FROM MCLEAN

1. VICE-CONSUL HAS TELEPHONED FROM GENDARMERIE HEADQUARTERS IN
TAMRANSSET TO AMPLI-Y REPORT IN MY TUR.

2. HE CONFIRMED THAT MR MARK THATCHER AND HIS TwO COMPANiONS
HAD BEEN PICKED UP BY ALGERIAN FRONTIER POLICE ANL TAKEN 8Y
LANDROVER TO TIMEIAQUINE, THE THREE WERE ALL SAID TO BE IN
GOOD HEALTH.

3« IT SEEMS THAT, REMAINING UNAWARE THROUGH LACK OF RADIO CONTACT
OF PLANS SET OUT IN ALGIERS TEL NO 21, RESCUERS MAULE CONTACT

IN TIMEIAQUINE WITH RALLY ORGANISER, SAGINE, wHO OFFERED TO

FLY PARTY IN HIS AIRCRArT TO TISSALIT (MALI), AND HAVING REFUELLED
THERE TO FLY TO TAMANRASSET, SINCE TISSALIT SEEMED UNLIKELY

TO HAVE NIGHT EQUIPMENT, MORGAN THOUGHT IT PROBABLE THAT MR
THATCHER WOULD NOT ARRIVE AT TAMANRASSET UNTIL MORNING OF 15
JANUARY, (SINCE THIS REPORT, PARIS-BASED PRESS ENQUIRIES HyVE
BEEN ASSURING US THAT SABINE ORGANISATION HAS ANNOUNCED INTENTION
TO FLY PARTY TO TIMBUKTU, )

Ls MR DENIS THATCHER ANL AMBASSADOR HAD RETURNED TO HOTEL
TAHAT AT TAMANRASSET WHERE MR THATCHER PLANNEDL TO TELEPHONE
NO 10 WITH LATEST NEwS. HE HAD COMMENTED THAT ALGERIANS HAD
DONE A WONDERFUL JOB, HE AND AMBASSADOR HAD FLOwWN I HERCULES
OVER AREA WHERE SIGHTING WAS MADE.

5. MR MARK THATCHER HAD BEEN TOLD THAT HIS FATHER wAS wAITING
IN TAMANRASSET,

6. PRESIDENT CHADLI HAD SENT HIS PERSONAL PLANE TO TAMANRASSET,
AND HAD OFFERED TO FLY THE GROUP HOME,
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- Xy D eo T
FM ALGIERS 1415552 JANUARY 1982 Al )
TO rLASH FCO s
TELEGRAM NUMBER 22 O 14 JANUARY 19&2 R_C

AND TO FLASH PARIS AND DAKAR (.L,(-.(,)

FOR NUMBER 10
ALGIERS TEL NO 21 AND TELECON wiTH wHITMORE AT 1U254: PARIS-UAKAR RAK
FROM MCLEAN

1e MFA LUTY OFFICER TELEPHOGNED AT 16202 TO SAY THAT MR MARK
THATCHER AND TZO COMPANIONS WERE SAFE AND BEING AIRLIFTED TO
TAMRANSSET, HE COULL NOT GIVE FURTHER DETAILS OR ESTIMATE ARRIVAL
TIME BUT PROMISEL FURTHER INFORMATION AS SOON AS AVAILABLE.

S TRACHAN
NINNN
CCN PARA | 2ND LINE THIRD WORD SHOULD READ TwO NOT TZO

COMPANIONS, ERKOR REGRETTED,

© PRODROM ALGERE.
24961 PRURME G
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UNCLASSIF1ED

FM ALGIERS 1413302 JANUARY 1982

TO FLASH FCO y
TELEGRAM NUMBER 21 OF 14 JANUARY 1982 Me LM-»\ |
AND TO FLASH PARIS AND DAKAR ool T AL AAsSLA

FOR NUMBER 10 ' |V, ot lf_{’aox'
ALGIERS TEL NO 20 AND TELECON ZITH COLES AT 1315Z: PARIS-DAKAR

MY.

FROM MCLEAN

2. ALGERIAN HERCULES PILOT, RETURNING TO BASE, HAD REPORTZD
POSITIVE SITING OF WHITE PEUGEOT 504 AND OF FOUR PEOPLE, ONS OF
THEM FEMALE, AT oU=D TAOUNDART, MAP REFERSENCE N 20324, £ 002323,

3. GENDARMERIE LANDROVER HAD REACHED THZ SITEZ auT WAS OUT OF
RADIO CONTACT. A HEL{ICOFTER wAS NOW TRANSPORTING A SZCOND
LANDROVER WHICH WOULD BE DROPPED TO DRIVE THE LAST 120 KILOMETRES,
BEFORE RETURNING TO HEL|COPTZR WITH THE RESQUED PARTY. EARLIEST
THEY COULD BE EXPECTED BACK IN TAMANRASSET #AS 1800z,

4. AMBASSADOR HAS EMPHAS1SZD THAT THIS SITING, WHILST INCOURAGING,
CANNOT YET BE SAID WITH CERTAINTY TO BZ OF MR MARK THATCHER!S
PARTY. WE ARE TAKING THIS LINE WITH THE PRESS,

5. MORGAN SAID THAT OTHER AIRCRAFT ENGAGED [N SEARCH HAD NOT
YET RETURNED TO BASE TO MAKE THEIR REPQORTS.
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“M ALGIERS 1412552 JANUARY o2

TO FLASH FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 20 OF 14 JANUARY 1302
AND TO © LASH PARIS AND UAKAR

FOR NUMBER 10
ALGIERS TEL NO 153 PARIS-DAKAR RALLY
FROM MCLEAN

1. ABED TELEPHONEL AT 12252 TO SAY THAT M A HAD RECEIVED FIRST
REPORTS - ROM SCARCHES O A SITING IN REGION OF TIRZAITINE
(PHOENETIC), HE HAU NO DETAILS AS TO wrAT OR wHOM HAD BEEN SEEN
BUT HAD CEEN TOLL TO EXPECT URTHER INFORMATION wiTrlN ABOUT

ONE HOUR,

Ze TIRZAITINE COULD BE TIN ZAGUATEN G& MAL] BORUER AT APPRUX
22.04 3.0E, SOME oC MILES St OF TIMEIAQGUINE,

Zs ALCERIAN PRESS SERVICE (APS) HAS SIMULTANEOUSLY ISSUED A
REPCGRT O~ SITinGs THiIS HAS BEEN PICKED UP &Y THE
FNTERNATIONAL AGENCIES .

Ls HAVE SEEN UNABLE TO REACH YOU BY TELEPHOWE.
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UNCLASSIFIED

FM ALGIERS 1411352 JANUARY 19RZ

TELEGRAM NUMBER 19 OF 14 JANUARY 1982

REPEATED FOR INFO IMMEDIATE PARIS AND DAKFR
"

FOR NUMBER 19 o

ALGIERS TEL NC 183 PARIS-DAKAR RALLY

FRCM MCLEAN

1. NO WORD YET FROM TAMANRASSET,

2. | SPOKE TO BENOUNICHE AT 1128Z, NC NEWS,

3. ALL ALGERIAN OFFICES HAVE NOW CLOSED FOR MUSLIM WEEKEND,
EENOUNICHE ASSURED ME THAT MFA DUTY STAFF WERE BRIEFED TO
INFGRM EMBASSY IMMEDIATELY OF ANY NEW DEVELOPMENT, HE ALSO
GAVE ME HIS HOME TELEPHONE NUMBERS,
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DESKBY 1412002

FM DAKAR 141121Z JAN 22 P S

TO IMMEDIATE FCO PSIPVL <
TELEGRAM NUMBER 17 OF 14 JANUARY

AND TO PARIS ALGIERS Lofo( A[' g . LW

-&,(I\[o o _bg

FOR MO 10

MY TELNO 151 PARI3-DAKAR RALLY

1. HM CONSUL HAD FURTHEZR CONVERSATION THIS MORMING WITH 20S)
AND HI3 CO-DRIVER, THEY SAID IT WAS YERY DIFFICULT TO
BELIEVE THAT MARK THATCHER COULD HAVE REPAIRED HIS CAR AND
CONT INUED TOWARDS SA0 (PARIS TELNC 43), GIVEN THAT THE REAR
AXLE APPEARED TO BE BROKEN, THEY WERE 30TH INSISTENT THAT
THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO IDINTIFY THE SXAACT AREA IN & LIGHT
SPOTTER PLAWE AnD wOULD 3£ PRIPARED TO.RETURN THERE IF

GIVEN TRANSPORT, THEY ARE OTHERWISE PLANNING TO LEAVE BAMAKO
FOR DAKAR TOMORROW,

IF YOU THINK THIS WORTH PURSUING, THE TWO MIGHT 3EST BE
FLOWN TO BAO BY ONE OF THE FRENCH MILITARY AIRCRAFT AMD FROM
THERS ACROS3 THE 30RDZR BY THE RALLY’S O%N LIGHT AIRCRAFT.
FOR BOTH OPZRATIONS AGRESMENT/INSTRUCT ICH3 WILL HAVE TO 3c
SENT FROM PAR IS,
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TO IMMEDIATE FCO Q. L. Aing S,
TELEGRAM NUMBER 15 OF 14 JANUARY Me A ‘5\"*

INFO IMMEDIATE ALGIERS PARIS
ld 9. Gaedan [anoe
PAR IS TELNO 443 PARIS-DAKAR RALLY :
1. THERE IS NO TELEPHONE CONTACT AT PRESENT BETWEEN DAKAR AND
GAO, OPERATION CENTRE IN PARIS I3 THEREFORE ONLY SURE WAY OF

RECE IVING REGULAR REPORTS. \
FCO PSE PASS., _,LQ LS gm-mﬁ
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UNCLASS IF IED

DESKBY 141000Z

FM DAKAR 1L0900Z JAN 82

TO IMMEDIATE FCO
TELEGRAM NUMBER 15 OF 14 JANUARY
INFO IMMEDIATE ALGIERS AND PARIS

FOR COLES, PRIME MINISTER'S OFF ICE

YOUR TELNO 4: SWISS RALLY DRIVE

1+ HM CONSUL SPOKE TO MICHEL BOSI IN BAMAKO LAST NIGHT.
80S1 HAS WITHDRAWN FROM RACE.

2, HIS STORY CONFIRMS WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY LEARNT FROM OTHER
SQURCES. Hz MET UP WITH MARK THATCHER LAST FRIDAY AFTERNOON
AND THEY DROVE TOGETHER FOR ABOUT TwO HOURS WITH SEVERAL

OTHER CARS UNTIL MR THATCHER'S CAR BROKE DOWN. BOS1 OFFERED

TO TAKE HIM AND HIS COMPANIONS ON TO NEXT STAGING POINT BUT
HE DECLINED THE OFFER SAYING THAT HE WISHED TO REPAIR HIS CAR
AND CONTINUE IN THE RALLY, BOSI DID NOT KNOW HOW MUCH FOOD

OR WATER MR THATCHER HABR WITH HIM BUT LEFT 5 LITRES, HE
ESTIMATER THE AREA TO SE APPROXIMATELY 70 KMS NORTH EAST OF

TIMEIAQUINE.

3+ SEARCH ORGANISERS ARE IN POSSESSION OF THIS INFORMAT ION.
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SERIAL No. ... 7/%2
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN:

PM: Ron, my sympathy about the terrible crash in Washington.

R: Yes, it is a great tragedy, but I was calling you to tell
you that Nancy and I feel so deeply - you are in our thoughts and

prayers, you and Dennis - about Mark.

PM: That's very kind of you, -and I'm deeply grateful. It's
been a long time, and we've had a lot of confused rumours and reports,
but Dennis is out there now, and the Algerians have mounted a very
big search today, and we just believe - I've just had news 2 minutes
ago that they believe they've made a hopeful sighting. We daren't
believe anything till they've actually found him.

R: That's wonderful to hear. We'll keep on praying.

PM: There's a little bit of optimism, and we're just holding
onto that at the moment.

R I know that he's an experienced outdoorsman, so I know
that he'll be able to take care of himself.

PM: I know, but the prayers do help. Ron, it's very kind of
you and Nancy, and so much appreciated, and our love and best wishes
to you and to all of those people who're also desperately worried
about the crash you've had.

R: Alright. We will. Our hearts are with you.

PM: Thank you very much, and thank you for 'phoning Ron.
Love to Nancy.

4245 Alright.

PM: Thank you. God bless. Goodbye.




REUTERS REPORT AT 1250

An Algerian rescue team today found Mark Thatcher who has
been missing for 6 days in the Sahara. The official Algerian
News Agency APS reported. Thatcher, 28, was found safe and
sound at the settlement of Tindert about 400 kilometers (250 miles)
from the town of Tamanrasset.

In its official despatch monitored in Paris APS gave no

word about the fate of co-driver Verney and the mechanic. APS

said a helicopter had left Tamanrasset airfield to collect
Mr. Thatcher. Mr. Thatcher's father flew to the oasis town
yesterday to join the search.
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6Ps 100 RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED

FM ALGIERS 14892087 JANUARY 1982

TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 18 OF 14 JANUARY 1982

AND TO IMMEDIATE PARIS, DAKAR

FOR NUMBER 12 ’

ALGIERS TEL NO 17, FCO TEL NO 8, AND TELECONS WITH WHITMORE
AND COLES: PARIS—-DAKAR RALLY. ]
FROM MCLEAN.

1. ABED(MFA), DEPUTY TO BENOUNICHE, WHO HAD TELEPHONED AT
132136Z TO SAY THAT THERE WERE NO FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS, REPEATED
THIS MESSAGE THIS MORNING AT 2845Z. HE CONFIRMED THAT
INTENSIFIED EFFORTS HAD RESUMED AT FIRST LIGHT.

2. | SPOKE TO AMBASSADOR IN TAMANRASSET LATE LAST NIGHT ABOUT
PROPOSAL IN FCO TUR. HE THOUGHT IT wOULD BE BEST TO WITNESS
THE SCALE AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS MORNING’S OPERATIONS
(ALGERIANS HAD NOW COMMITTED FIVE AIRCRAFT AND TWO HELICOPTERS,
AS WELL AS TWENTY VEHICLES) BEFORE MAKING AN OFFER WHICH RAN
RISK OF GIVING OFFENCE. HE AND MR THATCHER WOULD BE GCING TO
THE AIR BASE,
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RESTRICTED

FM AMMAN 1489352 JAN 82
To |IMMEDIATE FCO

TELNO 21 OF 14 JAN 82

MESSAGE FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

1. KING HUSSEIN TELEPHONED ME THIS MORNING TO ASK THAT |
SHOULD PASS ON MIS EXTREME CONCERN AND SYMPATHY TO THE PRIME
MINISTER CONCERNING MR MARK THATCHER AND HOW MUCH HE HOPED THAT
THE SEARCH FOR HIM WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL
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Caparo House
103 Baker Street, London wim 1¥D
Telephone: 01-486 1417. Telex: 8811343

SP/EBA/CH 13 January 1982

Hwam‘ invu. MM\C\;\. ”

I was talking to New Delhi this morning and Mrs Gandhi
was concerned for the safety of your son, Mark, and
very much hopes that everything will soon turn out
satisfactorily.

She especially requested me to convey her feelings to
you and, may I join in the same.

Kindest regards,

Yours sincerely

AR

Swraj Paul

The Rt Hon Mrs Margaret Thatcher, MP
The Prime MInister

10 Downing Street

Whitehall

London SW1
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00 ALGIERS DESKBY 13113¢Z

GRS 1¢¢ SO
~ DESKBY 1311337 TO ALL DA
 UNCLASSIFIED 3 _‘, -

| g 5
| FM PARIS 1319357 JAN 82 P\ 00

| TO IMMEDI ATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 43 OF 13 JAN 82 Ceott . RS X
AND TO IMMEDI ATE DAKAR AND ALGIERS 1 wﬁ St
GS\«Q.L&:&S kﬁ’ﬁ&{
FOR NUMBER 1¢
w‘ﬂ&-— 2

MY TELNO 39 AND YOUR TELNO 7 TO ALGIERS: PARIS-DAKAR RALLY
1. AS REPORTED BY TELEPHONE TO WHITMORE (NO 1g) THE QUAI
D'ORSAY DUTY OFFICER TELEPHONED THE EMBASSY LATE YESTERDAY EVENING
T REPORT, IN RESPONSE TO OUR REPRESENTATIONS; THAT HE HAD SPOKEN
| ™ THE FRENCH AMBASSADORS IN BAMAKO AND ALGIERS, THE AMBASSADOR IN
E BAMAKO WOULD TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION WITH THE MALI AUTHORITIES.
| THE AMBASSADOR IN ALGIERS WOULD APPROACH HM AMBASSADOR THERE TO
DI SCUSS WHAT ASSISTANCE THE FRENCH EMBASSY MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVI DE,

2. WE SHALL OF COURSE REMAIN IN QLOSE CONTACT WITH THE RALLY
PRESS OFF)CE AND REPORT ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS.

Hi BBERT

‘ SENT AT 131447Z SM/AH

| i

|
|
Catalogue Reference:PREM/19/893 Image Reference:1
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44461 - 1

ZZ DAKAR

GRS

UNCLASSIFIED

FM F C 0 131330Z JAN 82

TO FLASH DAKAR

TELEGRAM NUMBER 004 OF 13 JANUARY

AND TO FLASH ALGIERS AND IMMEDIATE PARIS.

FROM COLES, PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, 10 DOWNING STREET.

1. TODAY'S BRITISH PRESS REPORTS A RADIO INTERVIEW GIVEN
SOMEWHERE IN WEST AFRICA YESTERDAY BY A SWISS RALLY DRIVER
CALLED MICHEL BOSI. HE APPARENTLY STATED THAT HE HAD SEEN

MARK THATCHER AND HIS CO-DRIVER LAST FRIDAY AND THAT THEY HAD
STRAYED FROM THE MAIN TRACK AFTER THE BACK AXLE OF THE CAR HAD
BROKEN.

2. THE BRITISH NEWSPAPERS WHO PRINT THIS STORY HAVE SO FAR
BEEN UNABLE TO TELL US WHERE BOSI IS NOW. IF, BY ANY CHANCE
HE IS IN DAKAR, PLEASE SPEAK TO HIM AND TRY TOK ESTABLISH
PRECISELY WHERE HE SAW MR THATCHER.

CARRINGTON
(COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST.]
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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 11 OF 13 JANUARY

m-@m. PRIME MINISTER'S OFF I CE

le! TELEGRAM NUMBER U4 rmianm' RALLY

| t.ﬁrmnwmmmfrmxm fmummmum

~ MISSION IN BAMAKO - MICHEL B0S] 1S STILL IN RACE DRIVING A
-ﬂ‘
* »nam'mu m. IF ms 1s so mmu u RESTING IN GAQ TODAY.




" IS AT PRESENT ON HER WAY TO GAD ON BOARD A FRENCH 1LI1TARY

.mm. TO MAKE CONTACT WITH BOSI THIS EVENING AND TO

REPORT BACK IMMEDIATELY.

FCO PLEASE PASS IMMEDIATE TC PARIS AND ALGIERS

SQUIRE

INININN

265286 PRDRME G
548 PRODROM SG
NNNN

YOU HAVE MISSED PARIS AND ALIERRS OUT OF THE ADDRESS

| HOW SHD | CORRECT THIS AT THIS END+
ARE THEY ACTION OR INFO ADDRESSEES?
. P | W ;.\] : |
0K WE LLFIX IT THIS BND

ke .
< e
»
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TO FLASH FCO :
TELEGRAM NUMSER 17 OF 3 JAVJARY ~
ANC TO IMMEDIATE PARIS AND DAKAR

FOGR NO 10
ALGILRS TEL NG & (MIPT RErERS)
FRCM MCLLAN,

e EENOUNICHE (M-A) REPORTED AT 1730Z THAT THERE wERE NO NEw
DEVELOPMENTS, SEARCH WAS ZEING PURSUED wITH VIGOUR., THE ARMY
HAD COMMITTED FOUR AIRCRA-T (ONE EQUIPPED 1'OR AEKIAL SURVEY),
PLUS A HELICOPTER wITH MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES ON BOARD,.
MR DENIS THATCHER ANL THE AMEASSADOR wWOULD BE GJVEN ACCESS TU
A TELEX LINE DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE MFA, ALL MESSAGES wQuULD
THEN 2E TRANSMITTED TO AND FROM US THROUGH THE MFA,

2. EENOUNICHE SAIU THAT HE HAD HEARD REPORT (bBEING PUT OUT BY
AFP) THAT TwQ OF THE QUOTE MISSING PERSONS UNYUOTE HAD BEEN
RECOVERED, HE DID NOT KNOw ThEIR JCENTITY, BUT THOQUGHT THAT
THERE MAY of SOME COWFUSION: TwO PULICEMEN ENGAGED 1w Trt

- OFFICIAL SEARCH HAD THEMSELVES GONE MISSING YESTERDAY,

. FRENCH EMEASSY ALGIERS HAVE NOTED IN‘ORMATION SET OUT I

-

ALGIERS TEL NO 15, ANU CONF IRMED THAT FRENCH GOVERNMENT RAVE
SENT THREE AIRCRAFT TO SEARCH IN AREAS BETWEEN BAMAKO AND GAD

ANC BETWEEN GAO ANUL ALGER|AN FRONTIER,
REPORT FROM rRENCH EM2ASSY, BAMAKO, wiLL BE REPEATED TO FRENCH
EMBASSY IN LONCON THIS EVENING.

L. BENOUNICHE HAS ASKEL ME TO CALL HIM AT 140630Z FOR LATEST
NEWS, ‘

5. FCO PLEASE PASS,.
S TRACHAN

INNNN
PRODRUM ALGERE
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| M PARIS 1319227 JAN 82

T IMMEDI ATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 44 OF 13 JANUARY

| INFO I|MMEDI ATE DAKAR, ALGIERS.

FOR N0 1¢
| ; MY TELNO 43s PARIS-DAKAR RALLY

1. FOLLOWING TELECON HOWARTH (NENAD/CARTER WE SPOKE TO _
CONTRE-AMI RAL HUGUES | N THE CABINET OF M. HERNU, THE MINISTER
OF DEFENCE, AND ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE USE OF THE FRENCH
MIL) TARY COMMUNI CATIONS NETWORK.

2. CONTRE=AMI RAL HUGUES 8AI D THAT THERE WAS NO FORM OF FRENCH
HILITARY COMMUNI CATION WITH TAMANRASSET. THE ALGERI AN GOVERNMENT
HAD Di SPL AYED RELUCTANCE TO ALLOW FRENCH Al RCRAFT TO BE BASED

OF TO CONDUCT SEARCHES IN ALGERI A, IEQT‘ ATIONS BETWEEN THE FRENCH
AND LGERIM AJTHORI TI ES ON THIS FOIIT STILL CONTINUED, IN THE
MEANTIME THE TWO FRENCH MILI|TARY Al RCRAFT AT PRESENT COMMITTED

TO THE SEARCH WOULD BE BASED AT GAO.

3. CO!ITRI-A\II RAL WUGUES SAID THAT THE FI RST FRENCH Al RCRAFT
HAD ARRIVED lll GAD AT 17¢¢Z, TOO LATE T \Dlli IN TODAY’S SEARCH,
THE DEFENCE MINISTRY HAD NOT RECE!IVED ANY |NFORMATION ON THE
CURRENT STATE OF THE SEARCH, BUT ASSUMED TNAT M| §8 MCCOMB

WOULD BE IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH HM EMBASSY DAKAR. AS SOON AS

' THE SEARCH BEGINS TOMORROW THE MINI STRY WILL ARRANGE FOR REGULAR
| REPORTS TO BE GIVEN TO THIS EMBASSY BY THE OPERATIONS CENTRE

| IN PARI S. |
i

{ HI BBERT

LiMITGD Py ma HUAD
NenaD HA Hod ki

wWAD SIR L ALLINgON
can i wqm' COPIES SENT TO

PeD
s oD N O LeNNOX No. 10 DOWNING S|REET

coNs -
DeF.D

N&ws . D
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CONFIDENTIAL

_ o lany

Catalogue Reference:PREM/19/893 Image Reference:1




CONFIDENTIAL

CONF IDENT 1AL

DESKBY 1319302

FM4 DAKAR 1319051 JAN 82

TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 12 OF 13 JANUARY
INFO IMMEDIATE PARIS ALGIERS

ALGIERS TELNO 14: PARIS=DAKAR RALLY

1. INFCRMAT ION CONTAINED IN TUR PASSED ON TO MALIAN AUTHCRITIES
THROUGH HM CONSUL WHO IS NOW IN 3AMAKO AND TO FRENCH

MILITARY AIRCRAFT (ATLANTIQUE) DUE TO ARRIVE IN GAO WITH

MCCOMB OW 3CARD AT 1810.

2. OTHER AIRCRAFT (NORD FRAKC) WILL OVERNIGHT IN

BAMAKO AND GO ON TO GAO TOMORROW.

3. LOCAL RALLY ORGANISERS HAVE NC DIRECT CONTACT WITH GAO

AND HAVE NO MORE INFORMATION THAN THAT BEING 3RCADCAST BY
FRANCE |INTER.

FCO PSE PASS,

3QU IRE {REPEATED AS REQUESTED)

bimiTen  PglLps
NENAD  psjnawuns

WAD A M08 CA.LY co
PIES SENT
i SIk & ALLinsow T

PeD No. 10 DOWNING S RE
e MA WhIGH T : =ET

conNs D kot Noﬁ Jt N NOR

DeF D
News. D
Ps

CONFIDENTIAL
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ADVANCE COPY
ha. -am cuzr)

RESTR ICTED i Nacn B
DESKBY ALGIERS 1311302

DESKBY PARIS 1311302 Fﬁ;

DESKBY MODUK A1 1311302

DESKBY HQ 38 GP 1311302

FM DAKAR 1309457 JAN 82 ,.‘

TO FLASH FCO Mer, Mo bty

TELEGRAM NUMBER 10 OF 13 JANUARY L«ﬂﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁ‘e@‘@

AND TO IMMEDIATE ALGIERS PARIS MODUK AIR HQ 38

FOR NO. 10 (739

MY TELNO 93 PAR IS-DAKAR RALLY

1. YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT RAF HERCULES TRAINING FLIGHT TASK

NO. 4858 IS DUE TO ARRIVE DAKAR AT 1600 THIS EVENING. IT 1S

SCHEDULED TO DEPART DAKAR AT D800 ON 14 JANUARY FOR K INSHASA
" ETA 1710 14 JANUARY.

2. YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER WHETHER THIS AIRCRAFT COULD BE OF

USE IN THE SEARCH/RECOVERY OF MR THATCHER.

FCO Psy PASS,

SQUIRE
{Fuuadlcn *‘1#““““%]

NNNN
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GRS 55 (\?_}Q bwc‘

UNCLASSIFIED :
DESKEBY ALGIERS 151000Z

CESKEY PARIS 1310007
FM DAKAR 1308302 JAN 82 e E

TQ FLASH FCO

TELEGRAM NULMEER 9 OF 15 JANUARY
AND TO IMMEDIATE ALGIERS AND PARIS

FOR NO. 10

MY TELNO £: PARIS-DAKAR RALLY
1« AIR AFRIQUE STAFF AT DAKAR HAVE COME OUT ON STRIKE THIS

MORNING DELAYING DEPARTURE OF FLIGHT TO BAMAKO UNTIL AT
LEAST 1300 TODAY,

Ze¢ WHITE WILL TRAVEL ON POSTPONED FLIGHT UNLESS DEVELOPMENTS
THIS MORNING MAKE HIS JOURNEY UNNECLS: s

SUIRE

SENT AT 130839Z MBK

Y fM mamm 56

AL PSE KKK
%W!FWH AT 08z
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DESKBY 13163¢Z _ |
Q FM PARIS 131543Z JAN 82 e |

TO IMMEDI ATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 42 OF 13 JANUARY

INFO I|MMEDI ATE DAKAR, ALGIERS

FOR NUMBER 1§
MY TELNO 41 PARIS-DAKAR RALLY

1. IN ADDITION TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE ALREADY
REPORTED TO OUR REQUESTS FOR ASSI STANCE IN LOCATING MR THATCHER,
' YOU ARE AWARE FROM DI RECT TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH THE
ELySEE OF PRESI DENT MI TTERRAND’S PERSONAL OFFER TO ASSIST WITH
FRENCH Al RCRAFT. |

2. A MEMBER OF THE CABINET OF M. HERNU, THE M| NI STER OF
DEFENCE, TOLD THE EMBASSY EARLY THI S AFTERNOON THAT A FRENCH
Al RCRAFT AT DAKAR HAD BEEN GIVEN ORDERS TO CONIUCT A SEARCH.
WE HAVE PASSED TO HIM ALL THE lNFORHATIOII AVAILABLE TO US AND
| SUGGESTED THAT THE FRENCH MILITARY IN DAKAR SHOULD KEEP |N CLOSE
' CONTACT WITH THE BRITISH EMBASSY THERE. M. HERNU SUBSEQUENTLY
ANNOUNCED, AT THE END OF THlS MORNING’S MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINI STERS, THAT HE HAD DECI DED TO DESPATCH THREE FRENCH |
MILITARY Al RCRAFT TO JOIN IN THE SEARCH OPERATIONS. THE DECI 810N '
HAD BEEN TAKEN WITH THE AGREEMENT OF THE AFR|ICAN GOVERNMENTS ' |
CONCERNED. ‘r

3. THE TIMES CORRESPONDANT IN PARIS TOLD THE EMBASSY THIS
MORNING THAT A SOURCE OF HIS IN THE QUAI D’ORSAY, WHOSE | DENTITY
HE WOULD NOT REVEAL, HAD LEARNT FROM THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
THAT MR THATCHER’S CAR AND CO-DRIVER HAD BEEN LOCATED; BUT THAT |
MR THATCHER HIMSELF WAS STILL MISSING. THE EMBASSY® OWN Di RECT |
CONTACTS WITH THE QUAI AND THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE D0 NOT
CONFIRM THIS. A MEETING WAS CHAIRED IN THE QUAI THI'S MORNING |
BY THE DI RECTOR FOR AFRICA (AUSSEIL) TO DiSCUSS THE OPERATION |
CONCERNI NG MR THATCHER. AFTER THE MEETING MIS DEPUTY (SAULIERE) 1
TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT THEY HAD NO FRESH | NFORMATION BUT WOULD |
|

KEEP CLOSELY |N TOUCH. THE CABINET OF M. HERNU MAS TOLD THE EMBASSY
AT 15¢4Z THAT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE HAS NO | NDEPENDENT |
INFORMATION WHICH WOULD CORROBORATE THE TIMES STORY. THEY SAID §
THE FRENCH Al RCRAFT DESPATCHED FROM DAKAR WAS NOW Wl THIN ONE |
HOUR OF ARRIVAL AT GAD AND WOULD IMMEDIATELY JOIN THE SEARCH.

4 THE RALLY PRESS CENTRE TOLD THE EMBASSY THIS AFTERNOON THAT
A DI RECT TELEPHONE MESSAGE WAS RECEI VED AT 11p¢Z FROM THE

RACE ORGAN] SERS Iﬂ GAO. THE ORGANI SERS HAD TOLD THE CENTRE THAT
THEY HAD NO FRESH INFORMATION ON THE WHEREABOUTS OF MR THATCMER. |

[COFIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST.)

HI BBERT s |
LIMI DEF D SIR L ALLINSON |
NEM?D NEWS D MR WRIGHT !
WAD PS IORD N G LENNOX
CRD PS/LFS |
FCD. PS/MR HURD .

“ CONS D MR MOBERLY RESTRICTED '
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' FM ALGIERS
UNCLASSIF IED A
TO FLASH F.C.0, TEL NO (4 OF 13.0/,52

AND TO rLASH LAKAR ANC IMMEDIATE PARIS

FOR WUMEER 1¢
ALGIERS TELNO .4 AND TELECON wiTH COLES: PARIS-UAKAR RALLY

FROM MCLEAN

1.

5a

AMBASSADOR HAS TELEPHUNED FROM ALGIERS AIRPORT T0 REPORT

BRIEF ING GIVEN (AT APPROX 1500Z) 8Y ALGERIAN LIAISON PARTY TO

MR LENIS THATCHER. SEARCHERS HAVE RECEIVED REPORT FROM CFFICIALS
AT FRONTIER THAT VEHICLE SOUGHT PLUS PERSONS ANSWERING TUO
LESCRIPTION OF MR MARCK THATCHER AND RIS COMPANIUNS PASSEC

INTG MAL1 ON 12 JANUARY. CROSSING PGINT wAS SAID TO BE [N REGION
07 |IRHAREN (PHONETIC), EN ROUTE TOWARCS GAO. EMBASSY MAPS
SUGGEST THAT THIS ™MUST 2E 1RHARRHAR OR TORRAIT IRHARRHAR AT
APPROX ZC.0C NORTH, 1.0U EAST.

FULL AIR ANL GROUND SEARCH CONTIWUES 8UT wiTH EFFORTS WOw
CONCEWNTRATED ON + RGNTIER AREAS.

WHILST CONCERNED TO HAVE SUPPORTING EVIDENCE FOR YESTERDAY'S
FEPORT , ALGERIAY AUTHORITIES (AND MR THATCHER) ARE ENCOURAGEU
THAT MR MARK THATCHER, ON THIS BASIS, WOULL HAVE BELN

QUOTE LOST UNLUOTL OR ONLY SOME 24 HUURS.

LAKAR WILL wiSH TO MAKE URGENT ENQUIRIES OF MALI AUTHORITIES
AND RALLY ORGANISERS,

~CO PLEASE PASS,

STRACHAN

LIMITED :

NENAD [COFIES SENT TO NG 10 DOWNISG ST.]
WAD _

CRD [REFEATED AS REQUESTED]

CONS D

PCD

NEWS D

DEF D




PRIME MINISTER

The French Ambassador rang with a message from the

French Foreign Minister.

A French Government plane has left France for theﬂﬁésalit
area in Northern Mali to carry out a search. Contacts in
Paris with the race organisers have suggested that it might
be worth looking in this area. The plane will be operational
in the area today. It flies at low speed and medium altitude
and has a glass panel in the bottom for observation. The
French will also be sending a further plane to operate tomorrow.

They will stay in touch.

I thanked the Ambassador very much for his information

and said that I knew you would be extremely grateful.

'q.-.-[, C.

13 January 1982
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CONFIDENTIAL

FM FCO 131730Z JANUARY 82

TO FLASH ALGIERS

TELEGRAM NUMBER 8 OF 13 JANUARY

AND TO FLASH DAKAR,

INFO FLASH PARIS, ROUTINE MODUK (DS 8§, DS 11).

YOUR TELNO 14: MARK THATCHER
1. MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SPEEDY REPORTS.

2. FOR YOUR OWN INFORMATION ONLY YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT THE RAF
HERCULES REFERRED TO IN DAKAR TELNO 10 HAS BEEN DIVERTED TO
GIBRALTAR WHERE IT WILL ARRIVE TONIGHT AND BE HELD PROBABLY

FOR ABOUT 24 HOURS. IT WILL THEN MOVE ON TO DAKAR ON ITS
ORIGINAL TASK. IN ADDITION THE RAF COULD POSSIBLY PROVIDE A CANBERRA
TO ASSIST IN THE SEARCH. NO DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN YET AS TO
WHETHER EITHER OF THESE AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR

A SEARCH BUT IT WOULD HELP US IN OUR CONSIDERATION OF THAT TO
KNOW WHETHER YOU THINK THE ALGERIAN OR MALIAN RESCUE AUTHORITIES
WOULD WELCOME A UK OFFER OF HELP OR ANOTHER AIRCRAFT. YOU SHOULD
NOT, REPEAT NOT, CONSULT THE ALGERIANS OR MALIANS AT THIS STAGE.

BARE TN 0N [COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]
NNNN X

DIST. COPIES TO.

LIMITED MR PERRIS, FINANCE DEPT.
NENAL PS COL DURRANT, PCD

CONSULAR PS/LPS

DEFENCE PS/MR HURD

WED PS/PUS

NEWS SIR A ACLAND

WAD - MR MOBERLY

1
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Drafled by TELEGRAM Precedence
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FOR
COMIMIS. DEPT. (Dlatayaees > o g Sen 2 :
USE Despatched . {500 157 0 4 B e Bl S
(Time) i

PREAMBLE

(Time of Origin) Z(G.M.T.) (RS el B T b rsirtinoriaosoessitsonmt
(Caveat/
(Security Class.) Privacy Marking)

(Codezword) (Deskby)

TO FLASH . Tél.No.
(precedence)

AND TO (precedence, post)

AND SAVING TO
REPEATED TO (for info)

FLASH ALGIERS
IMMEDIATE PARIS

SAVING TO (for info)

Distribution :- [TEXT]

From John Coles, Prime Minister's Office, 10 Downing Strece

BEGINS

Today's British press reports a radio interview
given somewhere in West Africa yesterday by a Swiss
rally driver called Mischel Bosi. He apparently
stated that he had seen Mark Thatcher and his co-
driver last Friday and states that they had strayed
from the main track after the back axle of the car
had broken.

The British newspapers who print this story have

so far been unable to tell us where Bosi is now. If,
by any chance he is in Dakar, please speak to him and




try to establish precisely where he saw
Mr. Thatcher.

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN




GRS 115

UNCLASSIFI ED

DESKBY 1221192

P4 PARIS 1289482 JAN 82

TO IMMED) ATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 38 OF 12 JANUARY 1982
INFO IMMEDIATE ALGIERS, DAKAR.

FOR NUMBER 1¢

TELECON HUM/COLESs PARIS=DAKAR RALLY

S THE RALLY PRESS CENTRE TOLD THE EMBASSY THIS EVENL NG, N

CONTRAD! GTIIIM_OF EARLIER ACCOUNTS (MY TELNO 32 AND ALGIERS TELNO
11), THAT MR THATCHER HAD NOT (REPEAT NOT) YET BEEN LOCATED. THEY
HAD HAD NO (REPEAT NO) | NDEPENDENT | NFORMATION FROM THE RALLY
ORGANI SERS IN AFRICA FOR THE PAST 24 HOURS.

2. WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE RADIO !TATION EUROPE 1, NHICI'I 18 A
SPONSOR OF THE RALLY. THEY RECEI VED A RADIO REPORT THI'S EVENING
FROM THEIR CORRESPONDENT [ GAO (Hll..l), THE RALLY’S NEXT PORT OF
CALL. HE HAD SAID THAT A HEL1 COPTER SEARCH TODAY HAD DRAWN A
BLANK AND WOULD RESUME TOMORROW MORNING. THE ORGANI SERS
BEL|EVED THAT THEY KNEW |N WHAT AREA MR THATCHER’S CAR HAD BROKEN

NI BBERT

[COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]

LIMITED
NENAD

WAD

CRD

PCD

NEWS D
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PS/MR HURD
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MR MOBERLY
SIR L ALLINSON




GPS 145

UNCLASSIF IED

DESKEY 1219452

FM ALGIERS 1219102 JAY &2

TO IMVEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 12 OF 12 JANUARY
AND TO IMMEDIATE PARIS DAKAR

FOR NUMBER 10
MY TELNO 1.: PARIS - DAKAR RALLY

1. WE HAVE THIS EVENING SPOKEN AT LLENGTH TO LIRECTOR OF NORTH
AMERICAN AND wESTERN EUROPE CEPARTMENT AT M A,

2. BENOUNICHE EMPHASISEL THAT AT WO TIME RHAU ORGANISERS oEEN

IN TOUCH wlTH ALGERIAN AUTHURIT?E%‘]NDR INDEEU wITH EMBASSY)

ABOUT MR THATCHER'S SITUATIUN, AND GREATLY REGRETTED THEIR FAILURE
TO CLARIFY IMPRECISE AND CONTRADICTORY PRESS REPURTS, ALCERIANS
STOOD REAUY TO ASSIST IN RESCUE OPERATION BUT NEEDED TO wWOw

wHO WAS INVOLVED IN PRESENT ATTEMPTS, THEIR bASE, TYPE UF AIRCRAFT,
DETAILS OF SIGHTINGS, ETC. HE ASSURED US THAT URGENT EnNyUIRIES
WERE BE ING MALE,

3. FCO PLEASE PASS.

Lf'nsse.‘o AsS RE—QuE&TEﬁ)J

L e oPiES SpriT To NS 0 Dol sT ]

STRACHAN

LIMITED
NEN
WAD °
CRD
PeD
NEwS D
rs
Ps|Lrs
PS MR HURD
S| PuS
MR MOBERL
SIR-L-AlLLANSON




GPS 1.0

UNCLASS 17 IED

DESKBY 1215002

FM ALGIERS 12 700Z JAN b2

TO IMMEGCIATE FCO

TELEGKAM NUMBER 1. OF 12 JANUARY
AND TO IMMEDIATE PARIS LAKAR

FOR NUMBER 10
ALGIERS TELNO 10 ANU UAKAR TELNO 7: PARIS-DAKAR RALLY.

1. AFTER RECEIVING TELEPHONE MESSAGE FROM TOMLINS, DAILY MA L
PARIS REP, CONTRADICTING lnrORMATION CONTAINED IN TUR, WE SPOKE
TO THIERRY SAEINE PRESS CENTRE IN PARIS.

2. PRESS CENTRE CONF IRMED 1600Z THAT THEY HAD RECE |VED RADIO
MESSAGE FROM RESCUE AIRCRA-T, STATING THAT MR THATCHER HAD EEEN
LOCATEL BUT THAT OwiING TO LACK OF SUITAELE LANUING SPACE HE
HALU NOT YET BEEN AIRLIFTeD, PRESS CENTRE SAID THEY wOULD KEEP
EMBASSY IN PARIS INFORMEL,

3, WE HAVE NO NEWS FROM THE ALGERIAN AUTHORITIES.

L, FCO PLEASE PASS.

S TRACHAN

[REFEATED AS REQUESTED]
[COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST.]
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UNGLASSI FI ED

DESKBY 1221452

M PARIS 1221217 JAN 82

TO IMMEDI ATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 39 OF 12 JANUARY 1982
INFO IMMEDIATE DAKAR ALGIERS

FOR NUMBER 1g

MY TELNO 38: PAR)S=-DAKAR RALLY

FOLLOWING MY TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 'JETB COLES, THE EMBASSY
CONTACTED THE DUTY OFFI CER AT THE QUAI D’ORSAY. HE HAD JUST BEEN
TELEPHONED BY A RELATI VE OF MLLE VERNEY, MR THATCHER’S CBHI'M!ION
AND WAS AWARE OF THE POSITION. HE READILY AGREED THAT AN URGENT
MESSAGE WHOULD BE SENT TO THE FRENCH EMBASSY I\ BAMAKO,

IRSTRICTIHG THEM TO APPROACH THE MAL| GOVERNMENT AND ASK THAT
EVERY ASSISTANCE BE EXTENDED TO THE RALLY ORGAN! SERS IN wuwm NG
A SEARCH FOR THE_ M1 8SI NG PARTI CIPMITS. AND THAT ANY_ 1 NFORMATION
ABOUT THE SITUATION NORTH OF GAO SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE.

Hi BBERT
[COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]




GRS 220 CONFIDENTIAL

CONF I DENT 1 AL

FM FCO 122115Z JAN B2

TO FLASH ALGIERS

TELEGRAM NUMBER 7 OF 12 JANUARY !
AND TO FLASH DAKAR PARIS,

YOUR TELNO 12: PARIS-DAKAR PALLY.
1. WE HAVE LITTLE [NFORMATION HERE AND HAVE 3EEN ABLE TO ORTAIN
NO RELIABLE FACTS FROM RACE ORGANISERS IN PARIS.
2. THE PRIME MINISTER IS NOW MOST CONCERNED, SINCE THERE HAS BEEN
NO (NO) RELIABLE INFORMATION FOR THREE DAYS. GRATEFUL IF YOu,
_ DAKAR AND PARIS WOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ESTABLISH THE FACTS.
i 3. FOR ALGIERSt WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL FOR THE ALGER (AN GOVERNMENT
OFFER TO ASSIST IN A RESCUE OPERATION. IT 1S UNLIKELY THAT THE
FURTHER INFORMATION THEY SEEK CAN 3E OBTAINED HERE OR IN PARIS.
IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT ONLY THE RALLY ORGANISERS OM THE ROUTE
OF THE RALLY ARE IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE IT. WE THEREFORE HOPE,
AND YOU SHOULD MAKE THIS REQUEST URGENTLY, THAT THE ALGER AN
GOVERMMENT WILL LAUNCH AN OPERATION WITHOUT DELAY. PRESUMABLY THEIR
MILITARY WOULD BE BEST PLACED TO ASSIST.
4, FOR DAKAR: PLEASE CONSIDER URGENTLY WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP,
| AND REPORT. WE HOPE YOU WILL SEND A MEMBER OF YOUR STAFF TO
BAMAXO URGENTLY TO ESTABLISH COMMUNICATION WITH GOVERNMENT OF
MAL I,
5+ FOR PARIS: WE UNDERSTAND (TELCOM COLES/AMBASSADOR) THAT THE
CUAI ARE APPROACHING GOVERNMENT OF MAL| THROUGH FRENCH EMBASSY
IN BAMAKO. WE SHOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL FOR ANY FURTHER ASSISTANCE
THE FRENCH GOVTRNMENT CAN PROVIDE.,

<

CAXR INGTON <
[COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]
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NENAD
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CONFIDENTIAL

FIt DAKAR 1223102 JAN 82 lol wa> P fM4n Hord
TO FLASH FCO Hel CAD fs /ﬂ“ s
TELEGRAM NUMBER @ OF 12 JANUARY nd les i Moharl,

W NJM'S Lol LA” 398 ]

AND TO IMMEDIATE PARIS ALGIERS

YOUR TELWO 7t PARIS=DAKAR RALLY p RO
1. RALLY OFFICE IN DAKAR HAS NO NEWS.

2, HM CONSUL LEAVES FOR BAMAKO FIRST THING TOMORROW MORNING
TO MAKE CONTACT WITH MALI AUTHORITIES AND DO ALL HE CAN TO
03TAIN THEIR FULL COOPERATION,

3. HE WILL REPORT THROUGH FRENCH EMBASSY.

FCO PSE PASS.

SQUIRE




GRS 95

UNCLASSIFIED
FM DAKAR 1212157 JAN 82
TO PRIORITY FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 7 OF 12 JANUARY
AND TO PRIORITY ALGIERS AND PARIS

MY TELNO 6: PARIS-DAKAR RALLY
1. SENEGALESE DAILY LE SOLEIL QUOTING FRENCH AND BRITISH SOURCES
IN ALGIERS REPORTS THE SAFE RECOVERY OF MR THATCHER AND HIS

CO-PRIVER BY A HELICOPTER BELONGING TO THE RALLY ORGANISERS,

ACCORDING TO THE REPORT IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE HELICOPTER
HAD TAKEN MR THATCHER TO THE NEAREST TOWN, TAMANRASSET [N ALGERIA
OR TO MALI TO JOIN THE OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN THE RALLY,

2. LOCAL ORGANISER HERE H4AS STILL NO DIRECT CONFIRMATION OF THE
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS REPORTED IN THE PRESS, HE HAS PROMISEDR
TO CONTACT US AS SOON AS HE RECEIVES ANY NEWS,

SQUIRE

[COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]
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| TO IMMEDI ATE FCO 1 rerntD
| TELEGRAM NUMBER 32 OF 11 JANUARY £S) oo 1 b W
| INFO IMMEDI ATE ALGIERS, DAKAR. |
|
|

| (Aot )
FOR NUMBER 1¢

ALGIERS TELNOS 8 AND 9 AND TELECON CARTER/COLES: PARIS DAKAR
RALLY

1. ACCORDING TO THE RALLY PRESS CENTRE IN PARIS, MR THATCHER’S
VEHICLE 1S PRESUMED OUT OF FUEL NORTH WEST OF TIMDJAOUINE

(MAP REFERENCE 21.47.N 4.33E) HAVING STRAYED OFF THE AGREED
COURSE OF THE RALLY. THE VEHICLE WAS SPOTTED BY AN Al RCRAFT
FOLLOWI NG THE RACE, WHICH REPORTED THAT THE OCCUPANTS APPEARED
IN NO DANGER, THE AIRCRAFT HAD THEN TO LEAVE THE SCENE |N ORDER

TO REFUEL, BUT WOULD RETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND LAND NEARBY,
IT WOULD THEN BE ABLE TO FLY THE DRIVERS TO A NEARBY RALLY

CENTRE |F THEY SO Wl SHED.

.' 2, WE SHALL REPORT AGAIN WHEN FURTHER DETAILS HAVE BEEN RECEI!VED
AT THE PRESS CENTRE.

H) BBERT
|
|

NNNN | i

SENT/RECD AT 11/1521Z AMALRD

Catalogue Reference:PREM/19/893 Image Reference:1



RESTRICTED

GP AL
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DESKBY 1115002

FM DAKAR 1112287 JAN 82

TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 6 OF 11 JANUARY
AND TO IMMED IATE ALGIERS PARIS

ALGIERS TELNO 8t PARIS=DAKAR RALLY

1. AVIS REP, WHO IS RESPONS IBLE FOR COORDINATION OF RALLY
ARRANGEMENTS IN SENEGAL HAS TOLD US THAT FRANCE=-INTER, OVER-
SEAS SERVICE OF FRENCH RADIO REPORTED TODAY THAT THREE

CARS (INCLUDING MR THATCHER’S) WHICH HAD BEEN MISS ING HAD
NOW BEEN FOUND. THERE HAS BEEN NO SUGGEST ION THAT ANY OF

THE VEHICLES HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY ACCIDENT.

2. OUR CONTACT EXPECTS TO HAVE FULLER DETAILS FROM THE RALLY
ORGANISERS THIS EVENING. MY MALIAN COLLEAGUE IS ALSO TRYING
TO OBTAIN INFORMAT ION THROUGH HIS CHANNELS.

3. THE SENEGALESE DAILY LE SOLEIL OF 6 JANUARY CARRIED

A REPORT OF AN INTERVIEW WITH MR THATCHER ALLEGED TO BE ON THE
QUAYS IDE AT ALGIERS PORT,

FCO PSE PASS.

I-_C.OPLES SENT TO NO ID DDWNiNG STJ
SQUIRE [PASSED AS REQUESTED)
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GPS ,160

UNCLASS IF IEL

Fii ALGIERS 1.1200CZ JANUARY 192
TO FLASH FCU

TELEGRAM NUMZER 9 Ur 11 JANUARY
AND TO IMMEDIATE PARIS

AND TO PRICRITY DAKAR

FOR WUMBER 10
MY TELNO o AND TELECON wWiTH COLES: PARIS-UAKAR RALLY

1. MFA ARE PURSUING EngUJlRIES THROUGH THE GeNUARMERIE.

2. MEANWHILE A-P HAVE TOLL US (AT 1C504Z) THAT AN ALGERIAN
SOURCE HAS REPORTEL THAT MR THATCHER HAS SEEN LCCATEL SIXTY-
FIVE KILOMETRES WNORTH-EAST OF TIMEIACUINE, OUT OF PETROL.

A
3=, MFA HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT ALGERIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE NU
(REPEAT NO) OF ICIAL INVOLVEMENT IN ORGANISATION
OR SURVE ILLANCE OF THIS PRIVATE RALLY. NOR ARt ALGERIAN
TOURING CLUB INVOLVED, COURRECT TELEPHONE NUMcEn FOR THIERRY
SAZ INE ORGANISATION (YOUR TELNO 24o) 1S (33) (1) 5z5-T7ou7
THERE 1S ALSO A RALLY PRESS CENTRE SAID TO oE IN KAUIO CONTACT
wITH THE RACE, WHOSE NUMBER IS (33) (1) 563-137i. Tht FORMER
ARE REFERRING ALL ENQUIRERS TO THE LATTER. THt CENTRE'S
NUMBER, HOWEVER, IS CONTINUALLY ENGAGED. IT aOULD BE
HELFFUL I~ PARIS wOULLU TRY TO MAKE THIS CUNTACT.

4. (FCO PLEASE PASS TU OTHER ADURESSEES,

S TRACHAN
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ECO 171700Z DEC 1981

ROUTINE PARIS

ZLEGRAM NUM3ER 572 OF 17 DECEMBER

AND TO ROUTINE MADRID, AND ALGIERS, AND RARBAT, BND DAKAR.

=)

(e I [ |
vl O =&

4TH RALLY, PARIS-ALGIERS-DAKAR. 1ST TO 20 JANUARY 1982.
1. MR MARK THATCHER WHO NORMALLY RECEIVES PROTECTION WHILST IN
UX AND ABROAD WILL BE TAKING PART. A SPECIAL BRAMNCH
OFFICER WILL ACCOMPANY AS FAR AS PARIS ON 23 DECEMBER 3UT NO
FURTHER. 7 : .
2. GRATEFUL YOU ADVISE YOUR LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF MARK THATCHER'S
PARTICIPATION BUT MAKE NO FORMAL REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN PRO-
TECTION. _
3. ITINERARY' IS AS FOLLOWS:-
1 JANUARY PARIS TO OLIVET.
2 JANUARY GARRIGUES TO SETE.
3 JANUARY SEA CROSSING
U JANUARY ALGIERS TO BLIDA MIDIA BOR SAADA OULED DJELLAL.
5 JANUARY TOUGGOURT ZELFANA HASSI MASSEOUD.
6 JANUARY HASSI BEL GUEBBOUR.
7 JANUARY AREA TIT . 8 JANUARY. TIT TO TIMETAOUDIE.
9 JANUARY TIMEIAQUINE TO GAO.
10 JANUARY GAO TO REPOS. : SRR Sl M
11 JANUARY GAO,IN TELLIT, N'DAKI, GOSSI, HOMBORI, BONI, DOUMA,
BORE, KONA, MOPTI. el
12 JANUARY MOPTI, BANDIAGORA, KORO ounnxcours DJIB0,
BARASOULE, BONI, GOSSI, DORO, GAO.
13 JANUARY GAO TO REPOS.
14 JANUARY GAO TO TOMBAUCTOU.
15 JANUARY TOMBAUCTOU TO NIONO.
16 JANUARY NICNI TO NIORO DU SAHSL.
S
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17 JANUARY NIORC DU SAHEL, KAYES, KIDIRA.

15 JANUARY KIDIRA, TAMBACOUNDA, KOUNGHEUL. :

19 JANUARY KOUNGHEUL, LINGUERZ, DaRA, LOUGA, TIOUGOUNE,
20 JANUARY TIOUGCUNS, DAKAR.

CARRINGTON
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FARTS-ALZE R~ DAKAR/LE

: PARIS - ZLIVET
JANVIER 1932 : GARRIGUES - SETE
JANVIER 1332 : BATEAU
JANVIZR 1982 : ALGER-3LIDA-MIDIA-33U SAADA- 2ULED DUELLAL
e LIAISSN
JANVIER 135% ‘€ DEMI-ETAPE : SULED DJELLAL - THUSGLUXT
DJELLAL - EL 32ADJ (PISTE INTERDITZ) -
SAADY - TUUSGIURT. SFECIAL L1AISG

TAUSGIURT -
T - GUERKARA

ZELFANA i

ZELFANA - 'HASS| MESSALUD

VANV ER

JANVIER
ANV IER
CANVIER
AN

o
\:‘ .
i
A

2 | HASSE MESSASUD ~ HASSL 4 LiATSoN
HASS| SEL GUESE2UR = 4 CHEMINS : SFECIALE
4 CHEMINS - IN ECKER - TI] ;
TIT = TIMEIAQUINE
TIMELABUINE - QAL
GAD - REPLS : ; i ha
GA2 = IN TELLIT - N'DAKI - GUSS| - HOM3BR] -
= RS i, 3ONl - DEUMA - ZZRE - KSNA - MDPTI : 3
UANVIER 1232 MIFTI - SANDIAGARA - KORS - ZUARIGSUYA - DJU1s) -
SARAIBULE — 3N = G2SS| = DIR3 - GAY
GAZ - REPSS
SAG - TIM2JUCTSU et 1
TIM3JUCTHU - NIEBND bl
NIGNO = NISRES DU SAHEL L
NIURS DU SAHEL - KAYES SFECIALE
KAYES - TRAVERZEE - LIAISEN
KAYES - KIDIRA : SFECIALE
KIDIRA - TaM2ATIUNDA .SPECIALE
TAM3ACSUNDA - TRAVEXSEE LIAISGN
. TAMBACCUNOA — KOUNSHEUL SPECJALE
ROUNSHEUL - L INSUERE SFECIALE
LINGUERE - DARy L1AISON
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