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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 12 December 1985

PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH: 250TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

I am sorry that I have not written to you before now to
tell you how grateful the Prime Minister was for the
fascinating notes which you sent to Charles Powell here with
your letter of 25 November. The Prime Minister found this
very useful background for last week's 250th Anniversary
Dinner which was a great success.

You might like to see what The Queen and the Prime
Minister said at the dinner and I therefore enclose copies

of their speeches.

N L WICKS

Lord Thomas of Swynnerton
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CATFORD
POWELL

4 DECEMBER

att he outline programme

for the evening lans for the photographs,

guest list and ] I EO

room.

4 December 1985
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'@ MR. WICKS

DINNER ON WEDNESDAY, 4 DECEMBER

I attach a revised draft programme
for Wednesday evening plus the two line-ups
for the photographs.

I also attach an Alternative A and
B for the presentation of other guests to
HM The Queen together with the order of

presentation.

Also attached is a copy of the seating

plan.

2 December 1985
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10 DOWNING STREET

PRIME MINISTER

SPEECH AT THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY
DINNER

Hugh Thomas' notes attached,
though fascinating, do not
provide much material for this
speech, but I have includég—;—
few references on page 5 of

the draft below.

N.L

RoArs
(N.L. Wicks) ﬂg—Q:o

&7’1&
27 November 1985
JL\—;>
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Is it really 2200 hours before dinner-ends
and the toast can be given? Couldn't we conclude

dinner by, say, 21502 What do GHF think?

21 November, 1985.

MR. WICKS
I checked with the Government Butler
on the timings. He said 2200 was approximate

but there were 4 courses and a number of

elderly people there. He did not want it to
seem rushed.

e
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' //' : Goodchild
Mr /ggwell -

Norgrove
r. Flesher
“ Mr Addison

Apologies for asking you to take on a-chore.

Could you please put on a dinner jacket on the
evening of 4 December and act as equerries

to look after guests as they arrive and leave
for the 250th Anniversary Dinner.

The outmess will, of course be provided!

VL.

N. L. WICKS

18 November 1985




cc: Sue Goodchild

Powell

Norgrove

Flesher—
Addison

Apologies for asking you to take on a chore.

Could you please put on a dinner jacket on the
evening of 4 December and act as equerries

to look after guests as they arrive and leave
for the 250th Anniversary Dinner.

The outmess will, of course be provided!

N. L. WICKS

18 November 1985
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NOTE FOR FILE

BBC FILM OF NO 10

Robin Butler, Bernard Ingham and I viewed a rough cut version
of Part 2 of the BBC film of No 10 (scheduled to be shown
on 22 September) at the BBC TV Centre, Wood Lane, on 3 September.

On security grounds we requested one brief section (10-15
seconds) showing, and commenting on, the Prime Minister's

flat to be excised. We were assured this would be done.

The shots of the Prime Minister's departure for PMs ‘questions

showed clearly the registration number of her car - ...317Y
(I did not ask for a re-run to get the initial letters).
I subsequently suggested to Ray Parker that this number should

no longer be used.
Jenny Barraclough agreed we should hold the unused portions

of the shots they took. We will make the necessary arrangements

after the film has been shown.

5 September 1985




PRIME MINISTER

250th ANNIVERSARY

You said you would like to celebrate the 250th anniversary of
No.l1l0 on Sunday 22 September, by inviting a number of NSPCC
children, and some 6thers, to tea on that day. If you agree,

we shall proceed to set up the following arrangements:-

i) We should invite 25 NSPCC children, 25 Girl Guides
25 Boy Scouts. The organisations concerned would be
responsible for choosing children, and arranging for
them to get to No.l0. They would of course need to

send a few adult "minders"™ too.

Total numbers of young people, would be 75, 25 from

each of the three groups.

The youngsters would be invited for tea at 1500,
which would last about an hour. You might then
conduct them on a tour of the house though the group
would probably need to be split up; you might lead
off the first contingent.

The press would be invited to come in and cover the
tea, but not the tour. There would be a TV crew, a

photographer and a writing journalist, selected on

the normal rota basis.

Content with these arrangements? L' L é‘°<ka4:/2°
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Mark Addison W 3 s, ‘A’,..-
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cc: Mr. Joce

. Miss Caines

NOTE FOR THE RECORD

I have asked Hugh Taylor in the Home Office, and DHSS, for
advice on the proposal that we might celebrate No. 10's 250th

Anniversary by inviting:

2. a number of children from an NSPCC home (or homes)

together with some fund-raisers;
ii) a group of girl guides;
iii) a group of boy scouts.

They will also, if appropriate, be supplying me with

names of the relevant contacts.

WA

Mark Addison
9 August 1985




PRIME MINISTER

«vj;,) 4

NO. 10's 250th ANNIVERSARY

You thought it might be appropriate to celebrate No. 10's \G)‘ ¢$

250th Anniversary by inviting a number of children to the house.

We considered whether one way of doing this might be to

invite school children from up and down the country, with their

parents, to come here for a tour of the house, a press conference,

—— ———. —

aha tea. On reflection, we think this approach would pose

—_—

con51derable difficulties:

e P ——

P

i) It would be difficult to find a fair way of selecting

a representative national sample of school children.

If we relied upon those who have at some stage written

in to you, and stuck to inviting them, this would

be very risky since we should have no way of vetting
v,

them.

If we did not pay travel costs of parents and children

e e e ——— - pirany

- especially those from a long way away - we should

open ourselves to criticism and thoughtlessness;

if we did pay the travel costs it could be a very

expensive operation.

The administrative complications would probably end
up being a nightmare - they were bad enough for the

-———

25 who came from Liverpool.

We therefore propose, as an alternative, that it might

be simpler, safer, and cheaper, to invite a number of children
S—..

from a NSPCC home reasonably close to London. This is widely

—————

known to be a charity you are personally attached to, we could

—

be reasonahly sure that the children would behave themselves,

and you would not be open to criticism that you had failed

——

to secure an appropriate representative sample of young people.

/We can




We can have a word about this at our diary meeting tomorrow.

Mo Peolao-

MARK ADDISON

8 August 1985




Celcbrating No 10s 250th anniversary

You have said that you wish to give some children a tour of No 10
followed by a press conference on ( date )

Bernard's initial suggestion for this was based on a conversation

he had k& with ITN in which he pnderstood that they would bé prepared
to bring children to London for¥ day. Since then, ITN have pulled
back and now say that, while they would, of course,be interested

in covering the childrens' press conference as a news event, they

do not want to have any closer involvementoLiem=that.

Given ITN's refusal to take an active role, we shall grr almost
certainly need to involve parents in bringing at leagt the

younger children up to London., I suggest therefore that we stick to
Bernard's original idea of having 30 children, not 60, as we shall
have to cope with parents as well, This, will leave us with 30 children
plus as many as 60 parents in No 10 on’'the day.

Since January 384 press office he
from children. Some have aske
to mark a special occasion ( e

e dealt with 73 letter8 to you
for - and got - a message from you .

& school anniverdary, rugby tour®ye)é

d
I g N,
Some have asked to know suubh things as your favourite

food, We have replied to these on your k¥ behalf, drawing on your
publicly stated preferences. But there are some children who we have
not been able to help because they have sought either an interview
with you or an article from you for their school magazine. There
are about 20 such requests.

I suggest that we select our guests from the list of children who
have written to you since the beginning of 1984, giving first
priority to those who have sought an interview with you, then
selecting the remainder across as kxw wide a range of questions and
geographical areas as possible.

It seems to me that we must be Rxxk both fair and seen to be fair

in selecting our childreny The children who have written to you
almost select themselves,- they have had the interest, the initiative
and the plain gumption to put pen to paper and I think that their
letters give us the fairest ground on which to proceed.
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MISS CAINES

CELEBRATING NO. 10'S 250TH ANNIVERSARY

Thank you for sending me a copy of Bernard's proposals. We

had a word about this today.
To sum up what we agreed:

(i) It would be best not to pursue the idea of a school
doing the catering, the timing is all wrong and the

whole thing would be very complicated.

We should avoid getting into the invidious position of
selecting individual schoolchildren from the regions,
unless it is simply on the basis that they have

written to us. I should have thought you might provide
ITV with the list of all those who have written in, and
ask them to arrange for the invitations to be sent out,

using our list as a guide wherever possible.
Bernard will need to consider any difficulties which
may arise in giving ITV a monopoly of what will turn

out to be a news event.

I also agree with Robin that the conducted tour and

press conference (but not in that order) is the right

approach: 1ie this is not an occasion for the disabled.

MARK ADDISON

7 August 1985

VC4ABO
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BBC FILM OF NO. 10

Jenny Barraclough has invited us to view the film of No.l0 at

10 am on Tuesday, 3 September - location to be notified. The

Prime Minister is due to be in Birmingham. Can you confirm

that you can manage this date please?

30 July, 1985
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CELEBRATING NO 10's 250TH ANNIVERSARY

You have asked me to come forward with proposals for marking

30-7

the 250th anniversary of No 10 as the Prime Minister's

residence.

I set out the ideas below with a view to getting your

agreement in principle, and for Press Office to work them up

—

during August, reporting progress on your return.
p——-—/ / —

Your objective, over and above the BBC film which is due for

broadcast on September 22, is to mark the occasion in such a

way as to open up the premises to the people in a less

formal way than is possible in a documentary about the

house.
———————

There are three basic possibilities:

: you yourself to conduct a group or groups of

schoolchildren around the house in front of the

cameras; Or

ii. to give a press conference before cameras to a
selected group of schoolchildren (perhaps including
those who have written in over the last 18 months

seeking interviews); or

iii. a party of handicapped children with
professsional entertainers, though this is a bit

Wilsonian;

iv. in any case to arrange for a school or a YTS
P—

course to cater modestly for the occasion, using the

kitchen which would again make good pictures.

il




' First, as you have given the BBC the privilege of doing the
"official™ anniversary film, I think we should accord ITV

the opportunity on this occasion.

-

Second, I am strongly in favour of a press conference,

—

lasting an hour, followed by a conducted tour of the house

and then refreshments prepared by youngsters in the kitchen

—

under the supervision of a teacher/instructor (perhaps

[ S

liaising with Sherry Warner).

But if, as may well be the case, the teachers' strike is
still on, there could be difficulty in getting schools'

cooperation.

So, I have tentatively (and confidentially) canvassed
opinion at ITN who I see filming any such event. They are
greatly attracted to the idea editorially, and see no

difficulty in principle in the 15 ITV companies bringing

children to London for the day.

Thus what we need to decide is:
i. press conference/conducted tour/party for

handicapped.

(for which we shall need to agree security ground rules

r-/J:ﬁwith ITN in advance).

ii. take DES soundings about suitable schools in each

Agree press conference combined with conducted tour
%w

of 15 regions trying where possible, but not
necessarily, to match them up with requests for

interviews to No 10.

Yoo b




The regions are:

Anglia; Border, Central, Channel; Grampian; Granada;
HTV Wales and West; LWT; Scottish; Southern; Thames;
Tyne Tees; Ulster; Westward; Yorkshire.

i o et
I suggest two per region, giving 30 in all - which is
more than enough for the cameraéﬂgs‘cope with.

Agree?

\

\
iii. Select a schoéI\;n your Finchley constituency to
provide the caterihg; I think it is a reasonable

privilege to afspf your constituents.
/

Agree?

vou would need to do this in the window between your Middle

East Tour and the Party conference.

I would like your agreement in principle by Thursday so that

I may set arrangements in train with ITN.

BERNARD INGHAM
23 July 1985
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REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM SCHOOLCHILDREN (SINCE JANUARY 1984)

NAME OF SCHOOL

CORRESPONDENTS NAME

REQUEST

Royal Russell
Coombe Lane
Croyden

Oxclose School
Washington
Tyne & Wear

Jordanthorpe
Sheffield

King Edwards
School for
Girls
Birmingham

Meavy Primary
School
Devon

Bebside Middle
School

Westminster
School, SW1

Burleigh
Secondary
School
Devon

Coquet High
School, Amble,
Northumberland

Northfield
School for
Physically
Handicapped,
York

Nawroz Abbany

Julie Jenner

Christopher Russell

Pierina Kapur and

Donna Baxter

Annette Higgins

Louise Scott and
Andrea Schollar

Tom Swayne and Sam
Ala

Lianne Irvine

Helen Johnson

Jason Riches

PM's daily timetable

Advice to children about
to leave school

Request to interview PM

Request to interview PM

Which newspapers does PM
read ?

Request PM to write
article for school
magazine

Complete questionnaire for
school magazine

Contribute to school
magazine

Contribute to school
magazine

What is it like living at
No 10 ?




REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM SCHOOLCHILDREN

NAME OF SCHOOL

CORRESPONDENTS NAME

REQUEST

New Hall School
Chelsmsford
Essex

Winton High
School
Eccles

Bestwood Park
Hawthorne
Primary School
Notts.

Worth School
Crawley

Rainham Junior
School
Essex

St Margaret's
Convent
School,
Edinburgh

Model Secondary
School for
Girls, Belfast

Wistaston Green
Junior School
Crewe

Beauchamp
College, Oadby

Holt Primary
School,
Trowbridge

Kate Egan

Angela Pasco and
Paula Goddard

Ann Soar

James Reynolds

Sarah Jane Edwards

Pauline Dewar

Lesley Nicholl and
Dawn Lowry

Matthew Shore,
Jason Gallimore and
Andrea Arnold

Various VIth Form

Helen Fielden

PM's view of Shirley
Williams

How would PM spend
remaining time if she knew
world was ending on
specific day ?

PM's favourite recipe

PM's memories of
War

2nd World

PM's favourite toy

PM's favourite piece of
literature

PM's wish for peoples of
the world

PM's most embarassing
moment

PM's favourite poem

Information on No 10




REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM SCHOOLCHILDREN

NAME OF SCHOOL

CORRESPONDENTS NAME

REQUEST

Knutsford
County High
School,
Cheshire

Hazeldown
School,
Teignmouth

Auchterarder
High School
Perthshire

Wrockwardine
Wood School,
Telford

Christ's
Hospital,
Horsham

Lochy Side
Primary School,
Fort William

The High
School, Newry

Parklands High
School, Leeds

Queen's School,
Chester

Fruze Platt
Comprehensive
School,
Maidenhead

Robert Jackson

M T Sleeman
(Headmaster)

Alison McNee

Miss T Smith

Spencer Wilson;
E H L Hall; Miles
Delap

Patricia MacLean

Wendy McAnulty

Heidi McLoughlin

Ruth Prince

G S Fagence (Year
Master)

Contribution to school
magazine

Reqﬁest message from PM to
mark 10th anniversary of
school

PM's recollections of the
War

PM's views on her media
coverage

For school mag - what is
PM's favourite TV
programme ? - favourite
literature ?

PM's favourite sandwich

PM's ambitions for school
magazine

Day in the life of the PM
for school magazine

Various questions for
school magazine

Message for sponsored run




REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM SCHOOLCHILDREN

NAME OF SCHOOL

CORRESPONDENTS NAME

REQUEST

The King's
School,
Canterbury

Bruton School
for Girls,
Somerset

Penryn School,
Cornwall

Lincoln
Christ's
Hospital School

Coten End
School, Warwick

Colgrain
Primary School

Durringham
Comprehensive
Dorrington
Wilts

Stowe School
Bucks

Windmill School
Herts & Essex
High School

St Cadoc's
Comprehensive

Campbell
College
Belfast

Julian Foster

Kate Hoskins

Mrs C J Rogers

Peter Kerr

Warren & Daryl Ham
Joanne Smith and
Claire McKay

Alan Elkins

Nicholas Humbert

Jonathan Miller

Katherine Tzonhadis

Neil McDermid

Colin Dudgeon and
Mark Thompson

PM upset about being
impersonated ?

Message of support for
school fete

PM Message for band's trip
to China

PM message for cricket
team's trip to Pakistan

PM message to celebrate

centenary of their school

Want to know PM's reading
as a young girl

Request to interview PM

Request to interview PM
Interview for school
magazine

Article for school
magazine

Request for 20th
anniversary message from
PM

Request to interview PM




REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM SCHOOLCHILDREN

NAME OF SCHOOL

CORRESPONDENTS NAME

REQUEST

St Dunstan's
College
London SE6

Woolmore
Primary School
London El4

Langley Park
School for
Girls

Coopers School
Chislehurst
Kent

George Eliot
School
Nuneaton

St Ambrose
High School
Coatbridge

Norton C of E
Primary School
Gloucester

City of London

Tewkesbury
Comprehensive
School

Shay Lane
Infants School
Crofton
Wakefield

Various VIth Form

Natasha Samuel

Robert McRobbie

Rachel Negus (15)
David Turtle

(VIth form)

Lorraine Brookes

(15)

Graham Beattie

Rachel Dowding

Simon Harris

Lucie Davis

Samantha Falshaw
(6)

Message for their
rugby tour

Wants to know PM's
favourite toy

Contribution for
school magazine

Favourite poem

Wants interview for
school magazine

PM's views on womens
rights

Various questions

Asks for autograph
and a riddle

Asks for signed
photograph for Ms
campaign

Questionnaire for
school magazine

Asks about PM's
ideal garden




PERSONAL

10 DOWNING STREET

19 July 1985

250th Anniversary

Further to our telephone conversation earlier
in the week I return the draft Chapter 11 of
your book which you left with me last week.

As you will see, Robin Butler has made a few
manuscrlpt comments (s addibip. £ Fhe lﬂx,~~*“

vied

LN { &.J\,-_ AL

C. Jones, Esqg.




NOTE FOR FILE

250th Anniversary

Reference my minute dated 9 July to Robin Butler and the manuscript

notes thereon.

I informed Christopher Jones about the comments made in paragraph 2.
He was at first reluctant to delete either passage. I said that

if he wished to publish something untrue about Wilberforce that

was his decision. We did not feel strongly but thought we should
make the point for the sake of accuracy. However, we did feel
strongly about the reference to the label as it could be interpreted
as putting the Prime Minister and/or her staff in a poor light.
Jones finally agreed to look again at the particular passage.

I pointed out that there was no need to re-write the paragraph

but simply to delete seven or eight words.

TE 7 ce

/
P.S! JOCE

18 July 1985
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I attach the draft Chapter 11 of Christopher Jones' book
"No.l0 Downing Street" which he handed to me at our meeting
yesterday. He is sending a copy together with a synopsis of
Chapters 1-10 to Jean Caines. Mr. Jones assures me that there

is nothing in those chapters which will cause me concern.

On security grounds I have no objection to the attached draft.
Leaving aside the numerous typographical errors, I think the
references to Wilberforce (p2 lines 7/8) and the official
label (pll lines 8/9) should be deleted. The former is a nice

story but untrue; the latter is true but best left unsaid. 1In
J,»rkul fact the incident related to a chair which had recently been
sbo¥'returned from the upholsters. The label was removed

immediately it was seen.

Christopher Jones showed me the negatives of the stills taken
during the BBC visit here. On security grounds a number were
not acceptable for publication. Mr. Jones said he would do
his best (he was reasonably sure of success) to ensure they
were not published but could give no guarantee to that effect.
At my request he will try and arrange that these particular

negatives are returned to me.

When I commented on the number of shots that had been taken of
the BBC crew, Mr. Jones said this was common practice: they
like them for their personal albums! He also went on to say
that some of the photographs, especially those of the Cabinet
Room might be published in the BBC house journal and in other
magazines; he mentioned, for example, the house journals of

shipping lines.

I had assumed that "the take" - motion and still - within
No.1l0 would be used only in the production of the TV
documentary and Christopher Jones' book and in illustrating




the relevant issue of the "Radio Times".

N"O&’,’rﬁo‘-}\re you content with the possible wide publication of the

k stills or do you wish to ask the BBC to restrict their use to
illustrate Christopher Jones' book and the relevant issue of
the "Radio Times"?

=
I \C ‘ /. T -
(P.S./JOCE)

9 July 1985




€xeExkxzienexx No,10, DOWNING STREET (C.11).

THE LADY OF THE HOUSE,

n
The first woman tenndt of No 10, Downing Street moved én on

4th Hay, 1979, two hundred and forty four years after it had become

the official home of the First Lord of the Treasury, Mrs Margaret
Thatcher was not given the keys of the door of No 10, since/ggime
Minister is ever given them, There is no need. Policemen and door keeper
are on duty all day every day, and no Prime Minister has ever had the

indignity of fumbligp
tuxfuxkie for the kemys of the farmous front door before w crowd of

interested on-lookers, <

It is a door which, with 1t; elaborate wrought iron archway
in front of it, tsapsdxxizk surmounted by & lantern topped by a cromm ,
is slways kept immaculately glossy and shiny. The letter box, with
its inscrption "First Lord of the Treasury" is polished every morning,
and so is the brass door knol below it, The lion-head door knocker,
oncé touched for luck by troops going off to the trenches in the

first world war, is dusted, and the steps kept im maculately clean,

w
There are, in facty zo front doors for No 10, One is kept in reserve

ready for the time when the one in service needs repair or repainting.

Then all the Aakéus fittings are carefull switched over froa one to

the other,

Beyond that fanmous front door, and its unimpressive exterior,
No 10 Downing Street is a political Tardis., Like Doctor Who's
time machine, the door opens ontd a semingly endless warren of corridors
and stairscases and rooas, and the whole confusing, rambling building is
made even more complicated by the fact that the ground on which it is
built slopes very steeply, so rooms at the back of the house which

seen to be on the ground floor turn out to be, to the bemused visitor,

on the first flor.
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When the front door opens to aduit faxous visitors, the cemeras
sonetizes get a quick glimpse of the halleway beyond., The black and
white marble chequered floor, first put down in the 18th century,
has been restored after Victorian attempts to make it more impressive
with elaborately decorated tiles, and én one corner stands a magnificen
Chippendale porter's chair, hooded and upholsters in dark leather,

'S »
and a favourite place from which Ko 10/formidable cat, wWilleforce,
inspects the comings and goings, On the right of the entrance hall
is a large marble fireplace, filled with elorately arranged flowers,
'S t ho G‘Jr-fkuk wn'tl

and here ‘'rs Thatcher stacls te—receive her more important visitors,
A ten feet high long case clock, with steel and brass face,xxi

ENEING
mide by Benson of Whitehaven, ticks loudly against one wall, And eyseyim

Reyasfztbmzesrrxgcexkixiizstarssxtkexaxresxexzgalixcalsuredznaxpnts
the visitors from the watl opposite the front door, large portraits of
trexzxtrerchkrrironzhontxtkexrwoxaxandxenrridoxsxofzexingxaxiigheyx
Sir Robert Walpole himself and of the Farl of Chatham - a rether odd
prixzrzzeiexryrxexlxcingzremzxarexinpgariakzxedzsatxaxedzzexznzsinengx
choise for such a prominent pesition since, although/he was certainly
axixzuexziexkeepingxwitkzrxzTextghertsxaxexsionzfays) rxaizpendnzue
Prime Minister, he never live? at Yo 10,
exipaxsyzy¥eazgaxpetxsreascmsxdupnzrinziongxenzrikoxznixexzxin:z
RrixgxX¥ixixtex

Beyond the emtrance hall begins xkz what seeas to be acres of
gold=coloure! carpet whicl stretches down the endless corridors of the
house; covers the floors in the ante-roons an! offices, anl carries onx
up the confusing nuaber of stair cases, Once all this used to be a rath
er grand red, but the present colour is very much in keeping with
4rs Thatcher's taste, She dislikes heavy colours and decorations, and
approves of shades and patterns which give lightness and airyness
to the house,

The carpet windex its way along the immense corridor that leads,

OF THE ColRidel
eventually, to the Cabinet Room, On one sidz, there are high windows}

on the other portraits of actors and actresses = Ellen Terry, Garrick,
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Sarak Siddons - and beyond that an Henry Meor statue in an alcove,
Nrs Thatcher has arranged these as "a little art gallery,” and it is
one of several groups of people of interest that she has had brought

into the house from galleries and museums,
a

In the ante-room of the Cabinet Room, Mrs Thatcher has made axaxuf
kxx szall concessions about the furniture and decorations of No 10,
She has allowed the brown baize to stay on the oval-ended table in
the middle of the room, With her dislike of heavy colours, she
has had the brown baize doors which were in No 10 when she came there

of white-painted wood and glass

replaced with others/that were resurected From the basement, but she
has sllowed baize to stay on the ante-room table, because tgg; iggshoro
ministers gather, sometimes in rather nervoks convqgntion, before the
€abinet neeting} They invarinbly kave their red boxes, full of official
papers, with them and dumn thez down unceremoniously on the table,
Kather than let such a fine piece of furniture get scratched, the
Prize Hinister has let the brown baize stay.

Erooding over the gathered iinister/:s a large portratt of
Churchill, entitled "Eidod Sweat and Tearsf, 1942-3" hy Frank O,
Salisbury and beside the double doors of the Cabinet Roon itself -

double, so that the¥p discussions cannot he listened to by i{nquiftive

ears outsidey~a long case &lock, its chinming mechanis» turned to
! ¢ vPrell

Ay
“silent" llé@n the leflt hand side the Royal imiwiaTs WIVR carvad

into the wood, and below it Ind Bdg(for India Board,) indicating that

it once kept time in another house in Downing Street where the India

Board had its offices,
Like so much else about No 10, the Cabinet Roonm, the very

centre of power and authority in Britain, is understated and undramatic,
sy

Without its immense historical coz?ec;}onl, it would soou/n rather
P> =]

large, bright and well proportionoiﬁ 1ight by high windows; its walls
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¢lx:zxdxxitithnzx;acxcx:xzx:ndxxiixnx:xzxi;:dzxattxpxpnzxnxci
thzmagzapxzxacexefzrimzkonse painted off white; three electric brass
chanadliers haqgf%;on the high ceiling; aé&?ffg large book cases =
sXtkokzx all that are left of the ones that used to take up much space
in the rooz - are alony one wall, Thexcapxrezaixthexrzoxzisyzafxcxuesn
iany compauies bave board rooms which are far zore grand and
expensively furnished and decorated; but none of thexz has, even
reaotely, tic history that this roo: congsins,

Jominating the room, of course, is the Cabinet tahle - Jescribed
tact{ully as boat-shaped, less tact{ully as coffin-shape!, It is
SxpEsizXarxxpiemgxplaxeszazxtapxefztzezurigiszix a molern tc,” to the
original massive legs which support it, '‘rs Thatcher is not enthusiastic~
partly because it is covered with the dreaded brown bai nl partly
because she would like to see the fine original oak ta’ p restored
to its proper place, "ig must {ind it," she says,

The original chairs still surround the table; the ones that
the cabinets of Disraeli and Cladstcne used, made of soli! =mahogany,
with scrolls carved into the bacls, There are twenty three of then
round the table = thx ono at the end is traditionally reserve! for
the chief whip who is‘g;aifiy called into Cabinet meetings - each
upholstered in tan coloured hide, Only one chair has aras; the
Prine Hinister's chair, fron which she presides at Cabinct ‘leetings,
sitting half way along one side of the table, infront of a fine

Taun1 Prurulc
marble fireplace, and beneath the only picture in thek?6337‘1i7is,
as it certainly must be in sugh a place, a portrait of"Sir obert
Xalpole K.,C, The first Priae Minister to occupy ¥a 19 Downing Street,
by Van Loo," In fact, it is not the original portrait, When ¥Walpole's
pictures were sold after his death, the original went to Russiz, and ‘7

is nmow in the Heraftage Museum in Lennincrsd, The Catinet foox
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version is a copy either by Van Loo himself or by his studio,
In front of the Prime Minister's place at the table is a silver
William IV wafer kmm box, used now for pencils and pens, and
beyond that a splendid silver can lestick, once owned by Remt
Sie Pobed for WLov—(RD;C‘h?-
Pitt and then by Disraeli.Lfnd given to Mr Macmillan in 1957 for the
Three
Cabinet Room, ZTww other pairs of silver candle sticks (a Georgian
d A
pair was given by Lord Avon) are precisely placed at evgpuzptergals

ta ¢ ivew by Wi U '\Nh#“‘\
along the table ?’ efore eac seat‘TE § 1eatH§¥ f%teér with J Q%s

pu;kzoo”m"‘flakm*c P
crean blotting paper, stamped with the words:"Cabinet Room, First Lord,
and with a crown and the royal cypher.

At on ¢ end of the Cabinet Room are two large classical pillars,
marking the place where the room was extended during one of the many
alterations to the house. Beyond them the two book cases, with books
given, over the years, by members of the Cabinet, Some are in imposing
leather-bound sets; others are their own works - "The Regeneration of

Britain" by Anthony Wedgewood Benn MP; Aneurin Bevan by ‘fichael Foot,

The Body Politic by Ian Gilmour. Who, one wonders,gave "God's Children

with Tails" by Violet Campbell?

¥henzXaipmimzmoxedzimntezNexiR3x The Prime Minister's anti-baise
campaign has not yet penitrated to the office of her Principal
Private Secretary, just beyond the Cabinet Room. Once it was a waiting
room next to "My Lord's Study", but now it is the office for the most
senior civil servant in No 10, The baize - this time it is navy, not
brown - has survived én a magnificent pair of double doors that lead
into the Cabinet Room, and to one side of them is the Principal
Private Secretary's desk, a marvel of Victorian mahogany solidity.
A globe of the world stands in one corner, a reminder of the far flung
ramifications of the work done in this imposing room, and in the room

0SS T o F O
beyond, Where/ the /Private Secretaries have their desks, another
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reninder of the sudden dramas of international politics, Between the
high windows of what the old plans show as "¥y Lord's Dining Room™,
where the Private Secretretaries now work, are three large brass
ship's clocks, easily visible foom each of the/ﬁiZSy mahogany desks,
The clogk on the left hand side shows the time in the !nited Xingdom;
in the centre the time in Washington; the clock on the right usually
shows the time in 'oscow, but it can be changed to enywhere in the
world when a cricis blows up,

triihe manyRrime Ministers prfore her,(irs Thatcher does most
of her work in her study, rather than in the Cabinet Toom, Churchill
and many other Prime Ministers used the Cahbinet Roow as their private
study, but she feels more comfortable in the roo- that Exerekitimgx
axdxetbrryzxsedxaxzrkeirxerdroexy was once the Prims finisterial
bedroom and bathroom, Not, howsver, until she had had some drastic
changes made, "I like things light,™ che says,"but when I first
cane here the walls of the stuly were covered with heavy sape green
damask flock wall paper, It was oprcssiv;, but it leoked as if it
was géing to last for another 22 vears, So I had it re-done nyself
&t my own cost,” MNow the sun shines in on mxrmmxxp walls papered
in pale grey strips, and on furniture upholstered in tixk:t cream coloure:
danmask,

In one corner of the Prime HMinister's study is a magnificent
Queen Anne wallnut bureau, She delights in showing it to visitors,
and opening its mirrored doors to disclose more complicated doors and
mirrors and drawer inside, Two small shelves pull out infront of the
mitrors as stands for a pair of silver candlesticks, which then throw

the reflected candle light down onto the desk, Behind the Prime

oM
Ninistor's/dosk is & Zoffany of the Rosoman family -« it used to be in

the Pillared Drawing Room = and on a wall infront of the chair in which
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ske does much of her work, is a portrait of the young Nelson, whick
she had brought to her office. lie is one of the Prime {inister's
heroes = she has had another portrait of him put in the Blue
§ Shr oea M
Drawing Room = and she like/to sece h}EZT;aE;s prime as a younj man,
without his eye patch and the empty arm of his coat,
Like so much else in Downing Street, the bureau and the portrait
and a great many other pictures, ornaments anf runiture do not
belong there. They .come froz various museuas and galleries, and are
simply there on loan, It sounds like a housewile's drean to bLe able
to go round the nation's finest collections, selecting anything that
takes the Prime Minister's eye, Lut it is not, apparently, at all
like that, "Oh, they will not let mc have the best,” says the "rime
4inister, "They hide it when you go roundl"
Only a few, very important visitors get as
Minister's study, or even - and tlhese are the 205t isportant people
of all - ss far as the Cabinet Room for talks with the heal ol the
Government, The great majority of people invited to o 1) are
entertained in the splendid formality of the ltate loo:s. To get there,
they have to wind their way, sonctimes in raticr lon and slow moving

PeiNTS AND Pro ToRRAPHSF)
queues, up the main stair case, and past thc 33 tare3-of all the

other Prime Miniseers on the wall, Only the last one, of 'r Callaghan,

is in colour; all the rest are in black and whitc. As each Prine Ministe

departs from No 10, the pictures are slightfly re-arranged, to make

room for the previous holder of the office at tie very top of the
I STAIRS
stairs, Beyond ti@t, there is a small landing, and the Prime '{inister

yALL Y
ecelves her guests in the Blue Drawingroom,
There are generally three large papties given every year at

No 10 to wich peope in all walks of 1life are invited. Groups of people

with special achievements - exporters, ior instance - arc also
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invited to meet the Prime Minister, and there are endless lucehes

and dinners for visiting politicians, Since the rebuildine of the
early 60's, these events are safe and smoothly run, Refore the
rebuilding, members of the staff had to be stationed bSetween the
roons to make sure that the several hundred guests at the bir events
moved round so that thef did not overload the decidely unstadle
floors,

The impression that the guests receive when they first come into
the State Rooms is one of suhdued and carefully restraine? splendour.
In the evening, the massive crystsl chandaliers glitter fro- the high
ceilings, and show up the richnoss of the silkecovered walls Jr 7 Jele

', QQWING, &aﬂ")
C?io George II comodes stand hetween the windows, which are draned

in swaprs of silk to match the walls, To one side of the lar-e carved

marble fireplace is the portreait of “nlson that “re Thatchar had

put there; on the other side, 2 »ar+rait of the Nuke of Wollin~ton =

IMSELF

who vouldAhava used the room when he lived at Yo 10, ™n one dorner is

a battered, decidely rickety deel, whkth a m?ch worn red leather top,
% which is said to have heen the one used Hy#&lwhcn he 1ived, so
:;:f’ unceononically at No 10, It ies the only memory thaxzrexzims of his

years there that still remains ir ¢the house; it is, in fagt, one of the

renarkably few pieces that have anv connection with/ggz garrcr

First Lords,

The White Drawing Room is the smallest of the State Pooms, add
the most attractive, It is small enourh not to he over=poverinr sml of
dauntingly formal, and to the staff at He—TO it is stil] knowr as the
Boudeir. In fact, it was precisely that from the first years of No 10,

Tl HUMdIRED YEARS L #71ER)

Lady Walpole used it as her boudoir;/Lady Churchill used the room
£16 €5
in precisely the same way, Staffordshi¥e/of Gladstone, Beaconsfield and

Wellington (all of wiom 1¢ved in the house), and of Peel an! Codden
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(who did not 1live theriivare on semi-circular side tablecbeside the
marble fireplaee, and gi# Adam commode in satinwood and walnut
stands beneath a magnificently elaborate gilded mirror. INzmEEZXxzXxzXZ
CETNEXZXIXthexzrexofexamzunxRmticmdyzriEzXzEeNSEaNESZiLXIxxLhE

Three Turner landscapes are on the walls, but rather hidden away

in one corner is a seascape = thanly picture by Churchill in No.1l0.

The most splendid - and altogether the most formal and intimidating
- of the three reception rooms is the Pillard Drawing Room,., The

AP ly
two pillars at one end,—a;eT-tnzitefv‘g}eygr/concealed steel supportsg

INTe TTHETT
inserteq21n the 15605 rebuilding, and between them standx hea a heavil

elaborate gilded and marble table by Kent, the architect who remodled
the two houses for Walpoge. On the floor, bearing the brunt of generat
ions of shufflinq feet, spi&t drinks and trodden-in cocktail snacks,
is a magnificent Persian carpet, It is a copy of a 16th century
carpet in the Victoria and Albert museum, with an inscription woven
into iy,t%;“:;ads;"l have no refuge in the world over they threshold.
My head has no protection other than this porchway. The work of a
slave of the holy place, Mxxy Maqsud of Kashan in the year 926" =
the Muslim date correspodning with 1520. A portrait of William Pitt,
by Romney, gazes down on the guests from a large gilded frame above
the fire place, and on one of the gilded side tables are silver
trophies won by the Earl of Bridgewater in 1809 for Five Best
South Down Nmixx Hogs!

Prime Ministers have always been fond of the small dining room,
and have used it both for their own family meals, and for relaxed
entertaining of important guests, Mrs Thatcheryxaxxxaxxxzziemxixxy has

A A QpiLoel )
used the room Q91ﬁ1:p1&r1nn4nmits~an»bnsts~of eminent British scient-

ists. There is a bust of Isaac Newton, and pictures of Joseph Priestly,

Humphrey Davey and Edmund Halley (by Kneller). The mahogaay dining



NO.10, DOWNING STREET (C.11).
®

An
dining table has eight chairs round iﬁ,kf?zzonversation should flag

during meals ImxthExxmxiixdiningxxmamm, the host can always get it
W
going againjh\by pointing out the very odd architecteztural feature
of the room, @bove the fire place, where the chimney breast should be,
yinstead,
there is/a large window,
Beyond the small dining room, the State Dining Room, a room
as impressive as its name implies., Soane's high vaulted ceiling
gives the place an air of ceremony and formality, and massive pieces
of silver, brought to No 10 since Mrs Thatcher moved in, gleam on the
Adam mahogany side-board and along the enormous dining table,
Some of the pieces are "Speaker's Silver" =- silver, that is, that sxety
ONLE D 7 ER THEY

Speakeéﬁreceived for use in k#s own official house when ke took
THEY eae

office, and which he—was allowed to keep, as an extremely valuable
7wy Ef"'nc‘ T€) 1 AfSocuTe FOETHALIT

perkm when he retired, Aound the reproduction

Adam dining chairs, made originally for the British Embassy in Rio

de Janeiro, but brought back to No 10 after the Embassy moved to the

ultra-modern Brasilia, And presiding over all this splendour, a V457

portrait of Geerge II, the man who first gave No 10 Downing Street to

the First Lord of the Treasury,

@ntxzxhex Very few visitors indeed to No 10 penetrate beyond
these official and formal parts of the house to the private rooms;
the apartments that the Chamberlains first had made, and which have
been adapted and modernised for successive Prime Ministers, Thésé
is the part of No 10 where Prime Ministers and their families can be
alone, and away from officialdom, Even here, of course,their staff
can come to them when there is some important development, but it is

here, also, that they can relax and become, even briefly, ordinray

citizens.
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Friome XixixtuziXix Ministers' wives have reagted very differntly
sungess
to the private flat, Lady w#ilson found it sxxk and cut off}
irs Callaghan found it sunny and welcoming, ~rs Thatcher has made it
very much her own = and with her enthusiasm for lightness, she has
az¥eaxt turned the main bedroom into her sitting roow b.cause, she xk
taough., it was getting more sunligit,
e

Yete even her{ in the privacy of the {flat, officialdon reuains,

All the furniture is Covernacant owned = some xxik} Las the offlicisl
OFFIC
labels still tied to it with string. 5o?d0$estic staif{ is provided,
Lhowever, s6 the Priwe Minister has made arrangements for twe dailies
in and keep the place imzaculate,
For her fur}pitureg in her sitting room the Prize dinister
T

has chosen twe two-seat.r settecs, covered in a flosal pattern of
red and blue on & creamw background, The cushions and curtains = :tch,
aud so <o the sests in the winlow reccsses, Above one of the sofas
is a Lowry touwnsc.pe, "Lancasuir. Fair, 1946%, which used
in tle Priwme .iimister's stuly, but which irs Thatcher hacd ougs.

to her living room. Like everytiin, else, it is Covernuenty ow

"Its much too expensive for us,™ says the Prime ”1nister.{%5erv are,

of course, some private things around;"some of the hits and pieces
are mine,” she says, Thcrﬁ_arﬂ §an1ly photogranhs on the side

tables; a2 large plaque Ki:{;;b\a portrait of ‘rs Thatcher, nade of
fine in=lay work, which was given to her when she signed the Hong Konj
agreement in China in 1984, Larre arrangenents of flowers stand on
the tables, and over the electric fire in the fireplace, there is a
drawing of a head of a women by Henry Moor and signed "Fpr Marraret
Thatcher.” Part of her own large collection of Derby and Staffordshirs

china, about whick she is very knowlelgeable, is in a recess by one o
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windows, duch more of it is in big display cabinets in the

passageway leading to the flat, A CAET 7
=T 45 . O /

“rs Thatcher descrites it as a honely roon, 7%e éurniture #&

gfi%é&t}»hut "it is nice official furniture™ and they can genuinely
- Y - )
eel at honme tiere, ®mt they can never forset the xerxidworld outside,
iovever late the Prime “inister cores none fron her ofYieiank enragemant:
Mow [ e
there is alvays a2 red box to t¢ gone throupgh be ore she can so to

<

-

Icials can cone here wiern there is son 2inz irportant she

Ever

there, At

not very nice

\71,

art of the private flat that de disa; ;> Ekagekex
as a housewifg, is thc ki er \nd it w05t certainly 4s
not raxl,éfcr remotely lite the ideal kitchen of the colour supplements

She calls the lpn 'y with its very ordinary blue

fittings, a "zalley kitchen "You can't eat in it," sle
isn't room for a table; I lon; for a really larce kit
can spend a lot of your time," The Thatcher tastes, when they are at

]

hore, are for simple meals - s chicken pie,
plus meals out of the deep freeze which is stocked fro- a2 "verv well
known chain store,” Pencils sticl out of a pot on one of the work
surfaces, handy for irs Thatcher to leave notes about needing more
coffee, or clear soup or pepper,
veRky

When entertaining is done at home, and it usually forlclose
personal and political friends, the mecals are in the dining roow
rext to the kitchen, It has a table with six Hennlewhite chairs,
each carved with the Prince of Wales feathers, and the food is served

from a trolley #ith hot plates, There is a large Recency side board with
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Y- SobeT
anl engraved glass gobelt on it, On #t is etched a view of
- b “

No 10, and the rather mysterious inscription:"Queen Flizabeth 1575

‘iarzaret Thatcher 1975",

The private flat at No 10 is the sort of place where a
wekuwing

>ssful business man might spend hisewcek b-fore going off to

-~

country home 8t week-ends, Like the whole of 17, it lacks

entirely the ritual grandeur with which some heads of Covernment
£E GLD Holsg s
t%eﬂselves,,h 28, as everyone who
Sa 7 €MLY
o e § fabh] 3 ‘~‘»ﬁ"i ina? } t~nsnh o £
there invariably o 251 es,(retained the at~osnhere of

s
esy(feel very much that they
AND 5:(.4usc-

a close and imnensely loyal grOUﬁ, Heeyr—feols—too;that

10 is relatively s -} ans at the nunhers w o

linister must alx within bounds, There
THE 7C>Z€PA'FIQ~; &=
'rkinson's law to onerate,

/
/ 4

”~

Primé
graximzxexanzxxzkemex "This nlace seeps

~1er, "It becom>s part of your

it is a house of history,"

O.t.ooo.....o.a“.cdcaoo.o
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PRIME MINISTER

BBC FILM: 250th ANNIVERSARY OF NO. 10

The BBC are hoping to film the High Commissioners passing

[

through the garden and the reception involving the children

>

upstairs on Saturday.

g

As you know, they did not manage to get any film of
Mr. Thatcher with you in the Flat. They will hope to get some

film of him in the State Room on Saturday morning; but they

would also like - if you and he agreed - to get some film of

him in the Flat. Would you and he agree to have some film of

you taken together in the Sitting Room of the Flat, either

before or after lunch on Saturday (at the cost of having the

lights again temporarily set up in the Sitting Room while you

are out at the Trooping the Colour on Saturday morning)?

Second, the BBC have asked whether you would be prepared
to wear the portable microphone again so they can get some

conversation between you and one or two High Commissioners on

Saturday morning. They say that the results using the
o oy ;
portable microphone are much better than those using the

hand-held microphone. Would you be willing to wear the

e ————— .
portable microphone for part of the reception? 7&/9 p~fJ

(I think that you have done the BBC very well and, if the
answer to either or both of these questions is no, I shall

have no scruples in explaining it to the BBC).

cer

12 June 1985




FRONT DOOR

POLICEMEN

DETECTIVES

MR JOCE
MR TAYLOR

DUTY CLERK —

At 11.30 am on Friday, 7 June, the following TV crew

will arrive from BBC in transit van reg no LC 87 W:

Jenny Baraclough Director
Sally Benge Assistatn
Godfrey .Johnson Cameraman

Paul Carter Assistant cameraman
Ron Keightley Sound recordist

Ron Stevenson Lighting.

WHEN THEY ARRIVE, WOULD YOU PLEASE CONTACT MR JOCE. HE
WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE THROUGHOUT.

They will be filming one shot in the Street and one shot

of the Street from the FCO. They will then enter the building

and go, with Mr Joce, to Robin Catford's room.

They will leave the building by 12.30 pm to avoid clashing
with our foreign visitor, or, be held within the building until
the visitor is safely away from the region of the front door/

Downing Street. Again, Mr Joce will keep a check.

Al Fer

= il

BETH FRIER
PRESS OFFICE

6 June 1985




FILMING WITH P.M. ON 24TH MAY

SCHEDULE

1130 Light apartment and film aspects not involving P.M.

1230 Finish

1500 Film P.M. in apartment - in sitting-room and kitchen
and anywhere else she would likeiincluded. With
Carol if possible.

Light study between 1500 and 1600.

1545-1600 Film P.M. in study
approx.

1645 Film P.M. walking down main staircase
approx.

1700 Finish (or earlier)

CONTENT (subject, of course, to P.M.'s agreement)

APARTMENT

a) In sitting-room: P.M. relaxing - writing or reading or
moving around arranging photos, objects etc. - whatever she
would prefer.

b) Interview with P.M., in sitting-room, on NO.10 as a family
home and the advantages and disadvantages of 'living above the
shop's

c) P.M. and, we hope, Carol in kitchen (Carol possibly making
herself a snack, P.M. possibly checking store cupboard - again
whatever she would feel comfortable doing). Informal chat about
coping with domestic arrangements and caring for family despite
Prime Ministerial pressures. The additional obligations on a
P.M. who is also a woman - including the planning of appropriate
outfits etc.

d) Any other aspect of the flat the P.M. would like included.

THE STUDY
a) The P.M. working on papers, on phone.

b) Interview with P.M. on NO.1l0 as official residence and
working unit. Thoughts on NO.1lO under previous P.M.'s, any
changes or adjustments made by present P.M. in decor or
working practice, the P.M.'s personal feeling for the building
and sense of its history.




STAIRS

.
P.M. walking from study and down stairs.

I do hope all this will be acceptable.

\//
Ty

Jenny Barraclough

(Note: We'd be very pleased if we could film Carol arriving

at No.10, possibly just before our 1500 filming in the
apartment.)




PRIME MINISTER cc: Miss Caines

BBC FILM ON 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO. 10
1500-1700 ON FRIDAY 24 MAY

You have allocated two hours for your participation in
the BBC film tomorrow afternoon. The BBC want to divide it
between film in the Flat and film in the Study. They will be
lighting the Flat between 1130 and 1300 hours when you will be
downstairs. It would be convenient to them for purposes of
continuity if you were to wear the same dress as for the piece
on Questions on Tuesday: the blue dress with the brocade at

the top - forgive amateur male description!

In the Flat they would like shots of you:-

Relaxing, reading, working or moving around photos or
- —— adspE—

- ; P
furniture (whatever you prefer) in the Sitting Room;

An interview with you in the Sitting Room on No.l0 as a
family home, and the advantages and disadvantages of
"living above the shop";

Some domestic activity with Carol in the Kitchen (Carol

possibly making herself a snack and you checking the

store cupboard - again whatever feels natura¥ii’//

vhy fgg;g-;;gbrmal chat about coping with domestic
arrangements and looking after the family, despite Prime
Ministerial pressures. The additional pressures on a
Prime Minister who is a woman, including the planning of

clothes, etc.

Jenny Barraclough has let drop that she will ask you if they
could have a picture of you in the bedroom at your dressing

table. We all hope you will not agree to this: may I tell

her beforehand that it is not on?




In the Study they would like shots of you:-

Sitting at your desk working on papers or speaking on the

phone;

An interview with you on No. 10 as an official residence
and working unit. Your recollections of it under
previous Prime Ministers. The changes and adjustments
which you made in the decor and working practices. Your

personal feeling over the building and the sense of its

history.

Finally, they would like a picture of you walking from
the Study and down the stairs.

e R R

23 May 1985




PRIME MINISTER

c. Mr. Alison
Miss Caines

250th Anniversary of No. 10 : BBC filming on Tuesday 21 May.

This is just to remind you that you are involved in just
two short sequences of the BBC film tomorrow.

They want to take the first minute or two of your lunchtime
—

briefing meeting for Questions(%g 1300 and they want to

ar O ——

film you leaving for Questionszt They will not need to put

i ———————

up lights in the study and should not take more than a couple

———

of minutes at 1.00 pm.
w

For the purposes of continuity, Mrs Barraclough has said

that if it were possible for you to wear the same dress

tomorrow as when they film you on Friday that would be
et e e

helpful.
s

Eer

20 May 1985




PRIME MINISTER

E(LF) MEETING ON MONDAY: BBC FILM

This is to remind you that {3221~§g££32}0ugh and her team
will be taking their sequence of Ministers assembling in the

Ante-Room and of the opening of a meeting in the Cabinet Room

at the start of E(LF) at 1000 hours on Monday. (For this

reason we have arranged that the meeting on teachers' pay at
——

0900 hours takes place in the White Drawing Room).
e e
ﬂ

Jenny Barraclough wants to take some shots of Ministers

waiting in the Ante-Room. She would then like a shot of you

coming down the stairs, through the Ante-Room into the Cabinet

Room and then the opening of the meeting.
TR
I suggest that you open the meeting by asking the Lord

% e —
—————————

President to report on the position reached on the Abolition
{

Bill - this will give away no secrets. There will be a

microphone on the Cabinet table between you and the Lord

President.

After a minute or two, the BBC team should have got all

they need: they will withdraw and, while they are doing so,
S ———
the screen and projector for the Secretary of State's

presentation on the rating system will be brought in. This

should not take more than a couple of minutes.

The Ministers attending the meeting have all been warned

about what is going to happen.

E=p.

17 May 1985




FRONT DOOR

DETECTIVES

MR JOCE

MR TAYLOR

DUTY CLERK ~

On Monday, at 8.45 am, the following team will arrive
from BBC:

Jenny Barraclough Producer

Sally Benge Assistant Producer
Christopher Jones Reporter

Robert Hill Stills photographer
Jim Peirson Cameraman

Colin Case Assistant Cameraman
Ron Keightley Sound

Ron Stevenson Lighting

Frank Moran Lighting

Terry McGuinness Lighting

Mike MacCauskey Lighting.

They will be arriving in two vans:

McGuinness Lighting Van - [EHX114V
BBC transit van - WLW509X.

The lighting men will come into No 10, set up and leave. They

will return to dismantle the equipment and remove it.

Jean Caines will be in attendance throughout. All queries
should be directed to her. ;587/
Yoy, i~

BETH FRIER
PRESS OFFICE

17 May 1985
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From the Principal Private Secretary 15 May 1985

E(LF) MEETING: 1000 on MONDAY 20 MAY

To mark the 250th anniversary this year of 10 Downing
Street becoming the Prime Minister's residence, the Prime
Minister has agreed to the BBC's making a documentary programme
about the house, its history and the part which it plays
in Government today.

One of the activities of which the BBC want to make
a short sequence of film is Ministers assembling for a meeting
and a meeting starting in the Cabinet Room. The Prime Minister
has agreed that the BBC may take some film for this purpose
before the E(LF) meeting on Monday 20 May. There will be
a BBC film and sound crew to film Ministers assembling in
the ante room on Monday morning and the opening minutes
of the meeting.

The Prime Minister will want to open the meeting on
a subject unconnected with the real business of the meeting,
probably by asking the Lord President to report on the situation
reached in the House of Lords' consideration of the abolition
bill. The BBC have been told that they will only be allowed
a few minutes filming and will have to withdraw quickly
so that the business of the meeting is not delayed.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries
to members of E(LF), Rachel Lomax (HM Treasury), Leigh Lewis
(Office of the Minister without Portfolio), Alex Galloway
(Paymaster General's Office), Mike Bailey (Mr Baker's Office),
Stuart Lane (Office of the Minister of State, Department
of Employment), Barbara Jones (Office of the Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State, Department of the Environment)
and Richard Hatfield (Cabinet Office).

Miss Janet Lewis-Jones,
Lord President's Office.

RESTRICTED




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 9 May, 1985.

Thank you for your letter of 2 May. .All that 1looks fine.
In using your spare half hours, you will need to see that you do
not bump into something else which is going on in the house, but
your Press Office mentor and Peter Joce will advise you on that.

On the rest of the programme, two steps forward and one step
back. The steps forward are that the Prime Minister has agreed
to carry a portable microphone for part of the Export Day Reception
on 15 May. She has also agreed that you should take a shot of
her working in the study, and the best opportunity for this which
would also fit interestingly into your sequence on Parliamentary
Questions Day, would be to take a picture of the working lunch
which she has every Tuesday and Thursday to prepare for Questions.
A good day for this would be Tuesday, 21 May, when you are anyway
filming her 1leaving the house for Questions. This is another
occasion which will have to be done with the maximum of speed and,

I hope, a minimum of lighting, so as not to interfere with actual
work.

The step back is that Mr. Thatcher cannot after all be present
for the filming of the flat on 24 May, and I suggest that we revert
to the timing of 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on that day.

There is also a complication about the meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Monday, 21 May, because there will be some "untypical"
equipment required for that meeting - a screen and projector -
which could interfere with your 1lighting. Perhaps we could have
a word about that nearer the time when we know precisely what
is involved.

(F.E.R. Butler)

Mrs. Jenny Barraclough




®

PRIME MINISTER cc Jean Caines

250th Anniversary Film on No. 10

May I consult you on two further points about the film:-

There is something to be said for showing the State rooms

being used for a receptlon for BrltlSh people and this

S ———

could be done by taklng “some film of the Export Day
reception on 15 May. Jenny Barraclough thinks that she
could‘only make this sufficiently different from the
reception for the Canadian Prime Minister if she could

include some conversatlon ‘between you and _some of the

—— —

buSLnessmen and thlS would involve your wearlng a
portable mlcrophone for part of the time. ‘Would you be

— =

w1111ng to do this? U

Jenny Barraclough would also like a shot of you in the
study. The most interesting shot would probably be of

your preparing for Questlons over a working lunch. Would

you be agreeable to allowing the BBC7t6>take'a shot of
the working lunch on Tuesday 21 May when they will also

be filming you leaving for Questions?

8 May 1985
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

KENSINGTON HOUSE RICHMOND WAY LONDON W14 OAX
TELEPHONE 01-743 1272 TELEX: 265781
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: TELECASTS LONDON TELEX

2nd May 1985

Dear igpiﬁf

Thank you for yourletter of 29th April. I'm very
glad the filming schedule has met with approval and the
amendments you suggest seem very sensible.

It occurs to me that there are bound to be
occasions when we find we have a spare half-hour or =
May I take it that, after consultation with our press
office guide, we may use the time to get ahead with filming
some of the historical detail (close-up's of paintings
etc)?

O.

Another thought which need not really concern you
is that the afternoon of Tuesday 2lst May looks a better
time to do some exteriors, and I will be in touch with
Peter Joce and the Parks Police about that.

We're delighted to hear that Mr. Thatcher and Carol
will probably be with us on May 24th.

Everything went very well on Monday night and my
thanks to everyone for their help.

Yours sincerely,

; ~‘d\/~‘ \fz(',\gc/g'

P
T/ Jenny Barraclough
Senior Producer

F.BL R. Butler; E=sq..;
Principal Private Secretary,
10 Downing Street,

LONDON SW1l







Mot 250 M omwhvetevy

% Mo Jo
BBC FILMING OF NO 10

After some negotiation the arrangements agreed with the BBC
for filming the reception and dinner are as below. A Canadian
film crew will be present at the same locations, most of which

are static.

(a) Mr Mulroney's arrival. No photocall in the Entrance Hall,

but there will be a mass of photographers in the street
expecting a doorstep shot of the Prime Minister greeting

her guest.

The Reception line in the Blue Room. On Mr Taylor's

advice I have assumed that the reception line, with

Mr Thatcher and Mrs Mulroney, will be in front of the
fireplace in the Blue Room. The two cameras will be
positioned on the window side of the doorway to the
pillared room, which will give them a good view of the
line. At some point they will both briefly move to the
other side of the doorway to get a different angle on the
same scene. This will be their only change of position.
They will not be allowed to roam. There will be static

lights on throughout.

The Reception. The two crews will be positioned inside

the Pillared Room, near the door to the small dining
room, with the intention of filming a small part of the
reception and the movement of the guests into the Dining

Room. Their static lights will be switched on throughout.

The Dinner. The BBC want to film the Prime Ministers
going into dinner, and of them arriving in the Dining Room.
To do this they will film them walking across the Pillared
Room towards the small dining room, and will then retreat

in front of them to the large dining room. The BBC crew




crew will flatten themselves into the left-hand corner of the
Dining Room (as you enter), to catch their entrance. The Prime
Ministers will therefore pass within 2-3 feet of their camera.
The Canadian crew will be on the right of the door. Both crews

will do quick general shots - from the door - of the guests

seated, and then leave, Unfortunately they need static lights,
pa— Id l

and these willlﬁaveyto be left in position when switched off.

The BBC consider that they will not intrude too much, and
I have told them that they must remain in one position in each

room, they cannot roam around,

IAIN R MURRAY
PRESS OFFICE

30 April 1985




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 29 April 1985

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.1l0

Thank you for your letter of 23 April enclosing the
schedule of filming. I have consulted everybody about this,
and there are some minor amendments which we need to suggest,
as follows:-

Wednesday 15 May

The Prime Minister will be receiving the Export Day
guests in the Blue State Room upstairs rather than in
the Hall.

Friday 24 May

This is not a good day to film Michael Alison and
Stephen Sherbourne, or preparation for Questions,

since the following week is Parliamentary Recess and
there will not be much genuine activity in either office.
Could we put Tim Flesher and the Parliamentary Section
in on the morning of Friday 31 May instead when they
will be preparing for the following week and substitute
on Friday 24 May the Garden Rooms and Correspondence
Section, thus leaving Wednesday 29 May free® I am
discussing with Michael Alison an alternative time to
take some shots of him and the Political Office, but
this should be easy to put in¥

The good news is that on the afternoon of Friday 24
May, Mr Thatcher hopes to be back in Downing Street

at about 1700 and so could take part in the filming

in the Flat: Carol Thatcher may also be about that day.
I suggest therefore that we might start the two hours
at 1600 and run to 1800.

I enclose a revision of the schedule containing these
amendments, which I hope will be convenient for you.

)6»<q- Sin Gase

/7

é(ﬁ,\ BJTN
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Mrs Jenny Barraclough e schadoda .




TUESDAY APRIL 30TH

1430

2015

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY

1830

MONDAY 20TH MAY

1015

1030

1130

1430

TUESDAY 21ST MAY

1000

1100

WEDNESDAY 22ND MAY

a.m.

BBC FILMING SCHEDULE

Arrive and set up lights
Film dinner preparations

Greeting of Prime Minister of Canada

in hall

Guests along corridor and up to pillared
drawing-room

Guests into Dining Room

Start of dinner

Export Day Reception in pillared drawing-
room, P.M. with guests and general
shots guests

Cabinet Committee members arriving
in hall and walking to Cabinet Room

Cabinet and P.M. in Cabinet Room, start
of meeting and speedy withdrawal

Political Office - Michael Alison and
Stephen Sherbourne

Robin Catford and Bishop Stuart Blanche

Press Office

Lobby Correspondents' Briefing followed
by more press office activity

P.M. leaving for Question Time

Policy Unit meeting

Caroline Ryder and diary)
Mark Addisgn + letters y) AT PREREKtERch
Principal Private Secretary, Robin

Butler, and Private Secretary for

Overseas Affairs, Charles Powell

Private Office general activity

including, we hope, all Private Secretaries




’ WEDNESDAY 22ND MAY Continued

1820 P.M. leaving for audience with Queen

THURSDAY 23RD MAY

NO FILMING INSIDE NO.10, POSSIBLE EXTERIORS

FRIDAY 24TH MAY

a.m. Garden room: general activity

Janice Richards

Secretaries in Correspondence Section
1430 Set up for P.M.

1600-1800 P.M. in her apartment and office

TUESDAY 28TH MAY

Early start Cleaning ladies, clock winder, plant people,
garden, cat, ducks, general domestic activities.
Peter Taylor

THURSDAY 30TH MAY

Historical aspects including pictures,
photographs, furniture etc.

FRIDAY 31ST MAY

a.m. Tim Flesher, Parliamentary Affairs, preparing
P.M.'s statement and answers for Question Time
with Nicky Roach

p.m. Robin Catford and Wendy Baron

SATURDAY 15TH JUNE

Trooping of the Colour

Garden Party in garden of No.l0




cc Miss Caines
. MR BUALER

Film on the 250th Anniversary of No 10

The schedule, as amended, attached to your minute dated 24 April
is acceptable to me. However, on a point of detail I understand
that the Prime Minister will not greet the Canadian Prime Minister

in the hall in the evening (30 April).

I have already arranged to discuss with Jenny Barraclough
next Tuesday afternoon those parts of the building which should
not be filmed. I will also talk to her about her proposal

to use a crane for the external shots.

We shall need to monitor very closely the film team's

activities on the afternoon of 22 May.
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MR ALISON P A w ‘\JX"Q A:k; UMF&&O
® FILM ON THM%TH ANNIVER:;Z?Y OF NO0.10

Jenny Barraclough is hoping to take a [1‘%‘

shot of you and Stephen Sherbourne at work

in your office on the morning of Friday 24 2*'
May. Could you please let me know whether

this would be convenient?

Pl kil

25 April 1985




BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

PRESS GALLERY HOUSE OF COMMONS LONDON SW1
TELEPHONE 01-222 9586 or 01-219 4765

24th April 19

Minister,
- Street,

I I, on behalf of Jenny Barraclough, our camers
crew and myself, thank you very much indeed for your
enthusiastic cooperation with us a2t No.lO this
afternoon.

The interview will, of course, play a major part
in our programme, and I am sure there will be intense
public interest in the details you told us about both
your private life in Downing Street and your great sense
of the historical background to such a famous house.
May I thenk you also for allowing us to film so
extensively throughout No.lO and for giving us the
privilege to show the public how such a famous
institution works. We are most grateful.

A N\
, istopher/Jones
\ Parliamgntary Corresponydent _—







g’.TAYLOR

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.10

As we discussed on Monday, Jenny Barraclough
is hoping to make an early start with you
on Tuesday 28 May and film the cleaning ladies,
clock winder, plant people, and other domestic
activities. Could you please confirm that
this would be convenient and that you will

warn the people concerned?

feeg.

24 April 1985




MISS CAINES

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.10

Here is Jenny Barraclough's schedule.
I am making sure that it is convenient to
those mentioned in it. Subject to your views

and those of Peter Joce, I propose to agree

it as a provisional basis of working, subject

to the amendments I have indicated.

24 April 1985




MR POWBALL~" 3X g

g.TURNBULL

MR FLESHER
MR ADDISON
MRS RYDER

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.10

Jenny Barraclough is hoping to take shots
of activity in the Private Office in the latter
part of the morning of Wednesday 22 May and
the afternoon, when the Prime Minister is
out addressing the Women's Conference. Could
you please let me know if you see any difficulty

about this?

fEeg.

24 April 1985




MR POWELL
R TURNBULL

MR FLESHER
/ fh)‘ﬂ
MR ADDISON w

MRS RYDER s W"“““)

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.1l0

Jenny Barraclough is hoping to take shots
of activity in the Private Office in the latter
part of the morning of Wednesday 22 May and
the afternoon, when the Prime Minister is
out addressing the Women's Conference. Could
you please let me know if you see any difficulty

about this?

24 April 1985




MR CATFORD

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.1l0

This is to confirm that Jenny Barraclough

is hoping to take film of you and Bishop Blanche

at 1430 on Monday 20 May and of you and Wendy
Baron on the afternoon of Friday 31 May.
Please confirm that this is convenient? I
will leave it to you to warn Bishop Blanche
and Wendy Baron in advance and clear it with
them.

24 April 1985




MR REDWOOD

FILM ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.10

This is to confirm that Jenny Barraclough
is hoping to take some shots of a Policy Unit

meeting at 1030 am on Wednesday 22 May. You

kindly said that you would arrange the meeting

for that morning. Could you please confirm

that this is convenient to you?

You will need to be very careful indeed
about what is said while the microphones are
"listening". You may like to have a word

about this before 22 May.

24 April 1985
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

KENSINGTON HOUSE RICHMOND WAY LONDON W14 OAX
TELEPHONE 01-743 1272 TELEX: 265781
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: TELECASTS LONDON TELEX

Tuesday 23rd April 1985

’Dt;a« @4‘34«,

Enclosed is the schedule as we discussed it yesterday. I do hope
it suits all the people concerned and I am most grateful to everyone
for their help in enabling us to use our time so efficiently.

Perhaps I should also mention that we will be doing quite a bit
of exterior filming of the building and the 23rd May could be a good
day for that. We will need to use a crane so no doubt I, should alert
Peter Joce:

As far as the Canadian dinner is concerned, after a rather
disconcerting 'phone call from Ian Murray, I will ask my
cameraman to keep his distance and to take the minimum number of
shots necessary to make a reasonable sequence. We will then, as
with the Cabinet Room, beat a speedy retreat. Please have faith!

Would you please let the Prime Minister know that we very much
appreciate her giving us two hours on the 24th and look forward to
filming her. (Incidentally, as far as the radio mike at the Reception
is concerned, apparently she wore one for the "Palace of Westminster"
filmings so there's probably no need to broach it in advance.)

Finally, thank you for your personal help and support - be
assured that we will do our utmost to see that everything runs as
smoothly and unobtrusively as possible.

‘/Mq Buu—u.j5,
T —

Jenny Barraclough
Senior Producer

F.E.R. Butler, Esq.,
Principal Private Secretary,
10 Downing Street,

LONDON SWl




BBC FILMING SCHEDULE

TUESDAY APRIL 30TH

1430 Arrive and set up lights
Film dinner preparations

Greeting of Prime Minister of Canada in hall

Guests along corridor and up to pillared
drawing-room

Guests into Dining Room

Start of dinner

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY

=) o+ C\.LC‘\JL J‘.u ‘Lu,.L-
ion in pillared drawing-room, P.M. with
guests and general shots guests

MONDAY 20TH MAY

1015 Cabinet Comm. members arriving in hall and
walking to Cabinet Room

Cabinet and P.M. in Cabinet Room, start of
meeting and speedy withdrawal

Robin Catford and Bishop Stuart Blanche

Press Office

Lobby CorrespondentS' Briefing followed by more
press office activity

P.M. leaving for Question Time

Policy Unit meeting

Caroline Ryder and diary)
Mark Addisgn + letters y) g v i
Principal Private Secretary, Robin Butler, and
Private Secretary for Overseas Affairs,
Charles Powell

Private Office general activity including, we
hope, all Private Secretaries

P.M. leaving for audience with Queen




THURSDAY 23RD MAY

NO FILMING INSIDE NO.1O, POSSIBLE EXTERIORS

FRIDAY 24TH MAY

d.m.

Tim Flesher, Parliamentary AFfairs, preparing h
PM's statement and answers for Question Time
with Nicky Roach

1430 Set up for P.M.

X

1560 - 1700 P.M. in her apartment and office

TUESDAY 28TH MAY

Early start Cleaning ladies, clock winder, plant people,
garden, cat, ducks, general domestic
activities.

Peter Taylor

WEDNESDAY 29TH MAY

Garden room: general activity
Kay Dover
Secretaries in Correspondence Room

THURSDAY 30TH MAY

Historical aspects inc. pictures, photographs,
furniture etc.
FRIDAY 31ST MAY

8 m. As for 30th May <:

p.m. Robin Catford and Wendy Baron

SATURDAY 15TH JUNE

Trooping of the Colour

Garden Party in garden of No.l0







TUESDAY APRIL 30TH

BBC FILMING SCHEDULE

1430

2015

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY

1830

MONDAY 20TH MAY

1015
1030
130

1430

TUESDAY 21ST MAY

1000

1100

p.m.
WEDNESDAY 22ND MAY

a.m.

Arrive and set up lights
Film dinner preparations

Greeting of Prime Minister of Canada in hall

Guests along corridor and up to pillared
drawing-room

Guests into Dining Room

Start of dinner

Export Day guaswmaﬁ—y

Reception in pillared drawing-room, P.M. with
guests and general shots guests

Cabinet Comm. members arriving in hall and
walking to Cabinet Room

Cabinet and P.M. in Cabinet Room, start of

Al sau~.“J‘SC.?kU\§LU£h~ma

meeting and speedy withdrawal
Polkeed d“»voz ~ Michsal |
Robin Catford and Bishop Stuart Blanche

Press Office
Lobby Correspondent8' Briefing followed by more
press office activity

P.M. leaving for Question Time

Policy Unit meeting

Caroline Ryder and diary)
Mark Addison + letters ) — OF after lunch

Principal Private Secretary, Robin Butler, and
Private Secretary for Overseas Affairs,
Charles Powell

Private Office general activity including, we
hope, all Private Secretaries

P.M. leaving for audience with Queen




THURSDAY 23RD MAY

NO FILMING INSIDE NO.10, POSSIBLE EXTERIORS

FRIDAY 24TH MAY

a.m.

Tim Flesher, Parliamentary AFfairs, preparing
PM's statement and answers for Question Time

with Nicky Roach

1430 J Set up for P.M.
' 3 !

b, ,
1300 - 1700 P.M. in her apartment and office

TUESDAY 28TH MAY |

Early start Cleaning ladies, clock winder, plant people,
garden, cat, ducks, general domestic
activities.

Peter Taylor

WEDNESDAY 29TH MAY

Garden room: general activity

Kay Dover
Secretaries in Correspondence Room

THURSDAY 30TH MAY

Historical aspects inc. pictures, photographs,
furniture etc.

FRIDAY 31ST MAY

a.m. Aa—for—30tirMay- s <:

p.m. Robin Catford and Wendy Baron

SATURDAY 15TH JUNE

Trooping of the Colour

Garden Party in garden of No.1lO




10 DOWNING STREET

] ) 19 April 1985
From the Principal Private Secretary

Many thanks for your letter of 17 April. I am much
re-assured by its contents and am grateful to you for
fitting in the bulk of the filming in the week beginning
27 May.

I am grateful also to your agreeing that I can see the
film when it is finished and ask for changes if there is any
unintentional misrepresentation or inaccuracy (or, of
course, on security grounds). I entirely take the point
which you make of operating on a basis of mutual trust, and
I am sure that we can. As long as I have this safeguard for
members of the staff, I am confident that I will only have
to use it sparingly if at all, and I am equally confident
that you will find that we are not unnecessarily fussy.

I look forward to meeting you to fix the details of the
filming schedule.

KRR

Mrs Jenny Barraclough




cc Miss Caines

Mr Joce

I have now received a further letter from

Jenny Barraclough.

I attach a copy, together with a draft reply and a minute
which I am proposing to put to the Prime Minister, subject to

your advice.

Peter Joce tells me that he will be in the office in the
week beginning 27 May to supervise the film crew. I do not
want to stop anybody from taking leave that week but I take it that

there will also be a Press Officer who could be on hand?

(Ees.

19 April, 1985
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

KENSINGTON HOUSE RICHMOND WAY LONDON W14 OAX
TELEPHONE 01-743 1272 TELEX: 265781
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: TELECASTS LONDON TELEX

17th April 1985

Qu A,
Thank you for your }etter. I well understand your concern both
about the staff at No.l0 and about the timing of the filming.

On the question of the timing, it'll be no problem-at all to move
the bulk of the filming to the week of 27th May - I can =see it makes
excellent sense to film while parliament is in recess. Of course, we
won't be a ble to fit all our filming in that week, but I'm sure you'll
be able to advise me of days during the earlier part of May when we
can film without causing disturbance. Some of the sequences - for
example, the appointments office or the policy unit - can probably be
shot without us being too much in evidence. With regard to Robin Catford,
I think you're absolutely right and have already spoken to him about
setting up a less contrived sequence along the lines you suggest.

On the question of the overall shape of the programme, I don't think
our views are essentially divergent. As you yourself suggest, the fact
that our dealings have been almost entirely to do with filming the
working of No.l0 today has tended to overemphasise that aspect. We are,
of course, also putting a lot of effort into phdographic and archival
film research as well as interviews with people outside No.lO which we,
like you, consider essential elements. It is important to realise,
however, that, as with the "Palace of Westminster" series, we must use
contemporary film - whether a dinner, a reception, a cabinet meeting or
a function of the Private Office - to illustrate not only life in No.1lO
today but also the No.1l0 of the past, and to demonstrate both
continuity and change. In this sense, I'm sure you will agree there is
no real separation between 'people' and 'building'.

I quite understand your concern to safeguard the interests of the
staff at No.l0 who are being good enough to take part in the filming;
and of course I must agree that you should see the film when it is
finished in case there should be any unintentional misrepresentation or
inaccuracy which you would like changed. However, I do hope that we can
operate on a basis of mutual trust because, as you no doubt realise, an
enormous amount of work goes into a film between the shooting and the
finished product, which I cannot lightly jeopardise. Having said that,
I'm sure you wouldn't want anything changed unless it was absolutely
necessary and comments on accuracy in the script are always very
helpful.

Cont../ % N




F.E.R. Butler, Esq.

future to finalise filmin
appointment. As we are
not involve the Prime Minister

.ot r

’fth May, it would be very helpful
iod. However, I know how busy the
content to film at whatever time

e S Y
=

1))

m O

rraclough
Producer




10 DOWNING STREET

D : 19 April 1985
From the Principal Private Secretary

Many thanks for your letter of 17 April. I am much
re-assured by its contents and am grateful to you for
fitting in the bulk of the filming in the week beginning
27 May.

I am grateful also to your agreeing that I can see the
film when it is finished and ask for changes if there is any
unintentional misrepresentation or inaccuracy (or, of
course, on security grounds). I entirely take the point
which you make of operating on a basis of mutual trust, and
I am sure that we can. As long as I have this safeguard for
members of the staff, I am confident that I will only have
to use it sparingly if at all, and I am equally confident
that you will find that we are not unnecessarily fussy.

I look forward to meeting you to fix the details of the
filming schedule.

Mrs Jenny Barraclough




!RIME MINISTER

BBC TV PROGRAMME ON 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.10

We are now well advanced with discussions with
Jenny Barraclough and Christopher Jones who are producing the
programme on the 250th Anniversary of No.1l0; and we have
arranged that most of the filming inside the building will be
done during the Whitsun Recess when you will not be involved
and it should not cause disruption to the working of the
office. The purpose of this minute is to clear with you the

occasions in which you will be involved.

You agreed that the BBC could take some film of you in
the flat. The most convenient day for that looks like Friday,
24 May, the day before the Whitsun Recess starts. The only
snag about that is that Mr Thatcher (whom the BBC would have
liked to have included in the domestic part of the film) will
not be in London. However, you might like to see whether
Carol would be available to be present in the flat with you

for the filming. Agree to set aside two hours on Friday,

24 May?

Secondly, we agreed that the BBC could film the "behind
the scenes" activity in receiving an overseas visitor,

including your waiting in the hall and the receiving line of

guests. We can fit this in conveniently with the dinner for

the Prime Minister of Finland on Tuesday, 21 May. Agree?

Finally, the BBC want a shot of a meeting in the Cabinet
Room. I suggest that they might film people assembling and
the opening minute or two of the meeting of E(LF) to discuss
local government finance on Monday, 20 May. The review of
local government finance is public knowledge and we could

ensure that the words spoken before the cameras left the room

were anodyne. Agree?

There may be one or two other pieces of filming which the

makers of the film will want, e.g. on the day of the Trooping




"! the Colour or the Private Secretaries' party in the garden,
but I hope that these will be very limited.

19 April, 1985
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BBC TV PROGRAMME ON 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO.10

PRIME MINISTER

We are now well advanced with discussions with

Jenny Barraclough and Christopher Jones who are producing the

programme on the 250th Anniversary of No.1l0; and we have

arranged that most of the filming inside the building will be

done during the Whitsun Recess when you will not be involved

PSSR
——

and it should not cause disruption to the working of the
office. The purpose of this minute is to clear with you the

occasions in which you will be involved.

You agreed that the BBC could take some film of you in

the flat. The most convenient day for that looks like Friday,
24 May, the day before the Whitsun Recess starts. The only

snag ag about that is that Mr Thatcher (whom the BBC would have

liked to have included in the domestic part of the film) will

not be in London. However, you might like to see whether

R

Carol would be available to be present in the flat with you
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for the filming. Agree to set aside two hours on Friday,
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24 May? \1}/) ,fjj P

Secondly, we agreed that the BBC could fllm the "behind
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the scenes" activity in receiving an overseas v151tor,
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including your waiting in the hall and the receiving line of
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guests. We can fit this in convenlently with the dinner for

the Prime Minister of Finland on Tuesday, 21 May. Agree?
— ————— ————— \1L¢/rlé

Finally, the BBC want a shot of a meeting in the Cabinet

Room. I suggest that they might film people assehgiihg and

the opening minute or two of the meeting of E(LF) to discuss

local government finance on Monday, 20 May. The review of

local government finance is public knowledge and we could

ensure that the words spoken before the cameras left the room

e
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were anodyne. Agree?

There may be one or two other pieces of filming which the

makers of the film will want, e.g. on the day of the Trooping
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of the Colour or the Private Secretaries' party in the garden,
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but I hope that these will be very limited.

19 April, 1985
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

KENSINGTON HOUSE RICHMOND WAY LONDON W14 OAX
TELEPHONE 01-743 1272 TELEX: 265781
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: TELECASTS LONDON TELEX

17th April 1985

Qa& f&zé[o e

Thank you for your létter. I well understand your concern both
about the staff at No.1l0 and about the timing of the filming.

On the question of the timing, it'll be no problem at all to move
the bulk of the filming to the week of 27th May - I can see it makes
excellent sense to film while parliament is in recess. Of course, we
won't be a ble to fit all our filming in that week, but I'm sure you'll
be able to advise me of days during the earlier part of May when we
can film without causing disturbance. Some of the sequences - for
example, the appointments office or the policy unit - can probably be
shot without us being too much in evidence. With regard to Robin Catford,
I think you're absolutely right and have already spoken to him about
setting up a less contrived sequence along the lines you suggest.

On the question of the overall shape of the programme, I don't think
our views are essentially divergent. As you yourself suggest, the fact
that our dealings have been almost entirely to do with filming the
working of No.lO today has tended to overemphasise that aspect. We are,
of course, also putting a lot of effort into phdographic and archival
film research as well as interviews with people outside No.l0 which we,
like you, consider essential elements. It is important to realise,
however, that, as with the "Palace of Westminster" series, we must use
contemporary film - whether a dinner, a reception, a cabinet meeting or
a function of the Private Office - to illustrate not only life in No.lO
today but also the No.lO of the past, and to demonstrate both
continuity and change. In this sense, I'm sure you will agree there is

no real separation between 'people' and 'building'.

I quite understand your concern to safeguard the interests of the
staff at No.l0 who are being good enough to take part in the filming;
and of course I must agree that you should see the film when it is
finished in case there should be any unintentional misrepresentation or
inaccuracy which you would like changed. However, I do hope that we can
operate on a basis of mutual trust because, as you no doubt realise, an
enormous amount of work goes into a film between the shooting and the
finished product, which I cannot lightly jeopardise. Having said that,
I'm sure you wouldn't want anything changed unless it was absolutely
necessary and comments on accuracy in the script are always very

helpful.




F.E.R. Butler, Esq. 17th April 1985

Perhaps we could meet in the near future to finalise filming dates.
We will ring your office to arrange an appointment. As we are now
delaying some of the filming that does not involve the Prime Minister, if
it were possible to film the cabinet meeting or the Prime Minister and her
family sometime between the 15th and 27th May, it would be very helpful
as I have the crew booked for that period. However, I know how busy the
Prime Minister is and will of course be content to film at whatever time
you feel will yield the best results.

\oue Suiceccts

// > '

- / 7
-

Jenny Barraclough
Senior Producer

F.E.R. Butler, Esq.,
Principal Private Secretary,
10 Downing Street,

London SW1
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

KENSINGTON HOUSE RICHMOND WAY LONDON W14 0AX
TELEPHONE 01-743 1272 TELEX: 265781
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: TELECASTS LONDON TELEX

2nd April 1985

e B Rs. Butler, Esqs,
Principal Private Secretary,
10 Downing Street,

LONDON SW1

ol
Dear Mr. Bufler,

Jenny Barraclough asked me to thank
you for your letter which she has read
carefully.

She will be in touch as soon as she
gets back to the office.

Yours sincerely,

%iéjﬁb ,1 %/T/ .

Sally Benge
Assistant to
Jenny Barraclough




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 2Esierchy 1383

Thank you for your letter of 19 March.

I gather that you are going to be away for a fortnight
from this weekend and we can discuss some of the detail in
your letter when you return. But let me give you some initial

reactions.

First, I realise that your letter deals with just one
aspect of the programme. But I am still concerned that we may
not be at one about the overall purpose. The invitation was
to make a programme about the house and its history. We have

agreed that this should also include some shots of its present
day use. But the focus of the programme should be on the
house rather than on the activities which go on in it or the
people that work there. I hope that you will tell me that you
accept this because, if you do not, we will be at odds
throughout and it would be better not to go ahead at all on a

false basis.

Second, you will understand that, if the staff here are
to help by allowing themselves to be filmed, I must protect
them against the criticism or derision of the political
world in which we live. I fully accept that you will be
anxious to avoid that and will want to build up people's
confidence that you will show their activities in a
constructive and uncontroversial light. But I am sure that
you will understand that I cannot simply rely on that. I
also have to worry about accidental breaches of security.
Could we therefore be clear at this stage that you will not
use on the programme any film taken inside the house which I
ask you not to use, whatever the reason may be?

The third thing which I ought to say at this stage.is
that, while we will do our best not to waste your time during
the period when you want to come and film here, our work must
come first and we must therefore reserve the right to change
parts of the schedule of filming if necessary. Obviously you
will understand that some crisis could occur without notice
during that period, which we could not deal with before the
eyes of your team. With this in mind, could I suggest that

you use the week beginning 27 May to take as much as possible




-

of the film which does not involve
Parliament should be in recess for
more secure against interruption.

Having said those general things, I am generally content
with the suggestions in your letter, subject to discussing the
detail. I do, however, share your fear that some of the
"staged" events will prove unusable, either from your point of
view or ours. In particular, I have reservations about the
suggation that you should film "a staged" interview between
Robin Catford and a candidate for a post. I think we should
try to minimise artificiality. I would have thought that you
could convey more accurately the nature of his work in another
way, for example by filming him taking a bishop up to his room
and sitting down with him.

I am afraid that you will think this a dreary letter,
but you will realise that my role is to restrain and make
conditions. Let us have a further talk when you return and
get down to planning a detailed schedule of provisional
dates. '

Jennie Barraclough




MISS CAINES

Ingham
Mr Redwood
Mr Catford
Mr Sherbourne
Mr Flesher
Mr Addison
Mr Joce
Miss Dover

Mr Taylor

I attach a copy of a letter from Jenny Barraclough
following her conversations with some of you about the planned

programme on No.l0 together with a draft reply. I would like

to get this to her tomorrow. If copy recipients have any

comments would they like to let me know by lunch-time tomorrow

(Thursday). In the absence of any comments I will take

Eee

silence for assent.




DRAFT LETTER TO JENNY BARRACLOUGH

Thank you for your letter of 19 March.

I gather that you are going to be away for a fortnight
from this weekend and we can discuss some of 'the detail in

your letter when you return. But let me give you some initial

reactions.

First, I realise that your letter deals with Jjust one
aspect of the programme. But I am still/concerned that we may
not be at one about the overall purpose! The invitation was

to make a programme about the house and its history. We have

agreed that this should also include sbme shots of its present

day use. But the focus of the programme should be on the
house rather than on the activitiesIWhich go on in it or the
people that work there. I hope that you will tell me that you
accept this because, if you do not,/ we will be at odds
throughout and it would be better nhot to go ahead at all on a

false basis.

Second, you will understanthhat, if the staff here are
to help by allowing themselves fo be filmed, I must protect
them against the criticism or derision of teepolitical world
in which we live. I fully accépt that you will be anxious to
avoid that and will want to build up people's confidence that
you will show their activitids in a constructive and
uncontroversial light. But I am sure that you will understand
that I cannot simply rely od that. I also have to worry about
accidental breaches of secutity. Could we therefore be clear
at this stage that you will not use on the programme any film
taken inside the House which I ask you not to use, whatever
the reason may be? K

The third thing which I ought to say at this stage is

that, while we will do our best not to waste your time during




the period when you want to come and film here, our work must
come first and we must therefore reserve the right to change
parts of the schedule of filming if necessary. Obviously you
will understand that some crisis could occur without notice
during that period, which we could not deal with before the
eyes of your team. With this in mind, could I suggest that
you use the week beginning 27 May to take as much as possible
of the film which does not involve the Prime Minister.
Parliament should be in recess for that week and you should be

more secure against interruption.

Having said those general things, I am generally content
with the suggestions in your letter, subject to discussing the
detail. I do, however, share your fear that some of the
"staged" events will prove unusable, either from your point of
view or ours. In particular, I have reservations about the
suggation that you should film "a staged” interview between
Robin Catford and a candidate for a post. I think we should
try to minimise artificiality. I would have thought that you

could convey more accurately the nature of his work in another

way, for example by filming him taking a bishop up to his room

and sitting down with him.

I am afraid that you will thigk this a dreary letter, but
you will realise that my role is tlo restrain and make
conditions. Let us have a further talk when you return and

get down to planning a detailed schedule of provisional dates.
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Yesterday's meetings went very well and I'm most grateful to
everyone for being so helpful. We sorted out some ideas for
filming which were briefly as follows:

Policy Unit
A brief excerpt of a policy unit meeting with discussion of
an issue of general public interest.

Appointments
Robin Catford has kindly agreed to let us film a meeting
between him and a successful candidate - either one which
genuinely occurs in early May or a reconstructed interview
with someone recently appointed.

Paintings
We were delighted to hear that Sir Robert Walpole is to be
hung in the main hall. We hope to film Robin Catford
supervising the hanging of this and another painting. We
also hope to arrange an interesting sequence with Mr. Catford
and Dr. Wendy Baron discussing the new paintings as well as
other particular paintings and pieces of furniture in the
State Apartments.

Political Office
Steven Sherbourne suggests we film him dictating a letter
and discussion with Michael Alison, both of which are
excellent ideas.

Private Secretaries
a) Parliamentary Affairs. We discussed with Tim Flesher two
short sequences - organising the distribution of one of
the Prime Minister's official statements and working on
answers for Prime Minister's Question Time with
Nicky Roach. We would also like to film the general
exodus to the House of Commons on a Tuesday or Thursday.

EOnNE Y o oie.




b) Home Affairs. Mark Addison will go over the week's
breakdown of letters with Kay Dover and deal with a couple
of non-controversial letters which have been passed to
him.

It would also be interesting to see him finalizing the
Prime Minister's diary (something we omitted to talk
about yesterday). I haven't yet spoken to Caroline Ryder

but it would be nice to include her in this sequence.

The Private office
We would like to take some general shots of the office (with,
if possible, a full complement of private secretaries)
capturing some of the general activity without intruding on
anything too specific.

The Principal Private Secretary
Very important! Perhaps nearer the time we could discuss
some interesting, but harmless business you could be
dealing with, that gives a reasonable idea of what you do
without trespassing on anything confidential.

Honours
Not unfortunately a suitable time to film.

Press Office
I will discuss this in detail with Bernard Ingham and Jean,
but we would like to film some of the activity in this

lively office.

Garden Room
We would like to film the early morning sorting of letters
and general secretarial activity as appropriate. We will
include the plaque and such shots as will make interesting
comparisons with the photos of the same room in 1941-42.

Lobby Correspondents
The Chairman of the Lobby Correspondents is being approached
about our proposal to film one of their morning meetings
with Bernard and his staff. We will of course be discussing
this with Bernard in detail later.

Prime Minister and Cabinet Meeting
We look forward to hearing from you on the date for the
Cabinet Meeting and the filming with the Prime Minister and
her family, and will of course fit in with whatever you
recommend. We would also like to film the Prime Minister in
her office and leaving it to go to a cabinet meeting if this
is possible.

Other Activities
The doormen, the plant and flower arrangers, the milk
delivery, the horse and carriage deliver, the petitions, the
garden, the cat, lunchtime.... these and other smalller
items we would hope to fit in between the more important
sequences. Perhaps we could work those out with Bernard when
the main schedule has been established.




Receptions
As discussed, on May 15th, 2lst, June 12th and 15th. Also
the Private Secretaries' Garden Party at a date to be
established. Filming would include behind-the-scenes
preparations, guests arrivals, etc.

John Charlton
(An excellent idea). We would like to film him showing us
some of the interesting historical pieces and pointing out
changes in structure and decor.

General Filming in No. 10 to illustrate features of historical
interest and points arising from interviews with
ex—-Prime Ministers etc. Also exterior shots in Downing Street.

I do hope I've covered everything. I would be most grateful if,
when the time comes, you would draw our attention to any
interesting last minute events that might crop up. We will draw
up a detailed schedule in the week before filming begins.

Please be assured that we will cause the minimum of
inconvenience and that we will be careful at all times not to
intrude upon matters that are sensitive or confidential.

May I say how impressed I have been with the friendliness and
co-operation of the staff and with the good sense of my "minder"!

With best wishes.

Jenny Barraclough
Senior Producer
Documentary Features

Robin Butler, Esq.,
Principal Private Secretary,
10, Downing Street,

London. s.w.l.
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BBC PROGRAMME ON NO 10'S 250TH ANNIVERSARY

Jenny Barraclough came to see people on Monday. She
will be writing to me setting our her understanding of the
next steps. But here is a list of the proposals which
emerged: I have drawn this list up because I am anxious that
we in No 10 should be of one mind about the way ahead before
I next have to discuss it with Jenny.

Policy Unit

Staged film of a discussion in Mr Redwood's room
involving members of the Unit. The subject would be
selected in advance by the unit and would involve a piece of
policy which was

(1) already public (the discussion might cover
follow-up);

(ii) of broad, rather than technical interest (eg
jobs or education, rather than the intricacies
of BNOC).

Mr Catford

(1) Staged film of Mr Catford talking to a
"candidate™ for a job. In fact, the "candidate"
would already have accepted the appointment, and
the appointment would have been announced but
the discussion would cover, for example, what
the job in question actually involved. We
should, of course, have to find a "candidate"
who agreed to all this and the suggestion is

that he might be an Arts man, rather than a
cleric.




(ii)

A portrait of Walpole is shortly to arrive for
the Front Hall. J Barraclough could film a
reconstructed hanging (!) of the picture with
Mr Catford talking to the PSA curator.

Mr Addison/Miss Dover

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

film of post being opened and sorted in the
Garden Room;

staged film of Mr Addison and Miss Dover
discussing a letter in the Garden Rooms, and
discussing the weekly analysis of
correspondence.

a long shot of the Garden Room at work.

Mr Flesher/Miss Roche

(1)

Staged film in Miss Roche's office of
preparation for an oral statement by the Prime
Minister, showing Mr Flesher discussing with
Miss Roche such things as

- who needs to be informed about the
statement;

who needs to be asked to provide
supplementary briefing for the statement.

Staged film in Miss Roche's office of
preparation for Questions, again showing

Mr Flesher and Miss Roche discussing provision
of briefing.

Film in the Hall of the Prime Minister and
team leaving for Questions.

Mr Sherbourne

(1)

Mrs Cole

Staged film of Mr Sherbourne and Mr Alison
discussing, for example a speech, or a letter,
or a conference (something harmless).

It was agreed that the work which will be going on in




Honours during the weeks when the BBC plan to film (May) is
too confidential to permit any filming here. Miss
Barraclough might ask to be allowed to come back to film
Honours in June, when life is less confidential, but if she

gets enough material from other offices, this may not be
necessary.

Finally, Jenny Barraclough is keen to film something in
Private Office and (perhaps) a Tuesday or Thursday lunch in
the small dining room. I have said that we must seek your
comments on all the proposals, and, in particular on any

proposal to film in Private Office.
&L

JEAN CAINES
Deputy Press Secretary

18 March 1985
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cc Mr Flesher
Mr Addison
Mr Catford
Mr Redwood
Mr Owen
Mr Sherbourne
Miss Dover
Mrs Cole
Mr Joce
Mrs Pope
Miss Roche

MR BQELER

BBC PROGRAMME ON NO 10'S 250TH ANNIVERSARY

Jenny Barraclough came to see people on Monday. She
will be writing to me setting our her understanding of the
next steps. But here is a list of the proposals which
emerged: I have drawn this list up because I am anxious that
we in No 10 should be of one mind about the way ahead before
I next have to discuss it with Jenny.

Policy Unit

Staged film of a discussion in Mr Redwood's room
involving members of the Unit. The subject would be
selected in advance by the unit and would involve a piece of
policy which was

(1) already public (the discussion might cover
follow-up);

(i1) of broad, rather than technical interest (eg

jobs or education, rather than the intricacies
of BNOC).

Mr Catford

(1) Staged film of Mr Catford talking to a
"candidate" for a job. In fact, the "candidate"
would already have accepted the appointment, and
the appointment would have been announced but
the discussion would cover, for example, what
the job in question actually involved. We
should, of course, have to find a "candidate"
who agreed to all this and the suggestion is
that he might be an Arts man, rather than a
cleric.




A portrait of Walpole is shortly to arrive for
the Front Hall. J Barraclough could film a
reconstructed hanging (!) of the picture with
Mr Catford talking to the PSA curator.

Mr Addison/Miss Dover

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

film of post being opened and sorted in the
Garden Room;

staged film of Mr Addison and Miss Dover
discussing a letter in the Garden Rooms, and
discussing the weekly analysis of
correspondence.

a long shot of the Garden Room at work.

Mr Flesher/Miss Roche

(1)

Staged film in Miss Roche's office of
preparation for an oral statement by the Prime
Minister, showing Mr Flesher discussing with
Miss Roche such things as

- who needs to be informed about the
statement;

who needs to be asked to provide
supplementary briefing for the statement.

Staged film in Miss Roche's office of
preparation for Questions, again showing

Mr Flesher and Miss Roche discussing provision
of briefing.

Film in the Hall of the Prime Minister and
team leaving for Questions.

Mr Sherbourne

(1)

Mrs Cole

Staged film of Mr Sherbourne and Mr Alison
discussing, for example a speech, or a letter,
or a conference (something harmless).

It was agreed that the work which will be going on in
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Honours during the weeks when the BBC plan to film (May) is
too confidential to permit any filming here. Miss
Barraclough might ask to be allowed to come back to film
Honours in June, when life is less confidential, but if she
gets enough material from other offices, this may not be
necessary.

Finally, Jenny Barraclough is keen to film something in
Private Office and (perhaps) a Tuesday or Thursday lunch in
the small dining room. I have said that we must seek your
comments on all the proposals, and, in particular on any

proposal to film in Private Office.
XQ’

JEAN CAINES
Deputy Press Secretary

18 March 1985
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pe should be addressed to

1wy individual

PO Box 500
London SW1P 1XH

388 3232 ext

01-491 4488 ext




The Rt. Hon. Lord Wilson of Rievaulx

MMM"‘:

N
Thank vou for your letter of 5 March.
o J

I am grateful to you for letting me know the background
to the BBC invitation about No. 10. I should be very
happy to take part, and I am making the necessary arrangements.

»

/ JAASD L

[/

Robin Butler Esq
Principal Private Secretary
10 Downing Street SW1
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250TH ANNIVERSARY OF NO 10 - BBC TV PROGRAMME

\

Following Robin Butler's minute of 8 March, Jean Cainég//
has arranged for Jenny Barraclough of BBC TV to come into No 10
to have a short 20 minute talk with each of you. The talk will
take place on Monday, 18 March, in your own room, the exceptions
being Messrs Flesher and Addison who will see Miss Barraclough
in the small waiting room. The individual timings are
undernoted: -

Monday, 18 March

11.15 .35 Mrs Cole

11.35 .95 Mr Catford

11,59 D Mr Addison (small waiting room)
15 3D Mr Flesher ( " - werl

12,89 .95 Mr Sherbourne

12,55 .15 Mr Redwood

1.15 .35 Miss Dover.

Miss Caines will accompany Miss Barraclough throughout.

Bt For

BETH FRIER
PS/J CAINES

12 March 1985




Hon. The Lord Home of The Hirsel, K.T.
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I will prepare myself
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kobin Butler Esqg.

10 Downing ©t.
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cc Miss Caines

Mr. Joce

FLESHER - in respect of Questions

ADDISON - in respect of Correspondence
CATFORD
REDWOOD

MR. SHERBOURNE

MISS DOVER

MRS. COLE

250th Anniversary of No.1l0 - BBC TV Programme

I think that each of you met Jenny Barraclough, who
is to produce the BBC programme on No.l0 to mark the 250th

anniversary.

I had a discussion with Jenny Barraclough this morning,
in which I again made it clear that the purpose of the programme
is to show the House and that pictures of what goes on in
it should only be a limited and incidental part. In particular
I have repeated that, while the cameras may be allowed to
"eavesdrop" on some of our operations under very controlled

conditions, there can be no direct interviews with staff.

There will be two categories of operations which the
BBC will be allowed to film - and it is at present envisaged
that they should do the filming between 7 and 21 May:-

(1) They will be allowed to film some "real life"
activities where there is no security aspect -
e.g. processing letters from members of the public

in the Correspondence Section.

(ii) Where there is a security aspect so that the

BBC cannot sit in on actual operations - e.g. the
Private Secretaries' Office, the Policy Unit or the
Political Office, we could stage something: Jenny
Barraclough argued that this was likely to be "wooden",
but I replied that this could not be helped. If the
BBC did not wish to use the result that was up to them.




The purpose of this note is to tell you that Jenny Barraclough
would like to have a talk with each of you about the possibilities
or filming the operations of your unit. Jean Caines will
seek to make an appointment for her to do so in the next
few days and will accompany her. Any proposals which emerge
will then be put together and will be cleared with me.
But, while you should do what you can to suggest how the
BBC might film a typical example of your operations, you

should not agree to anything which is too disruptive of

your normal work or which could in any way prejudice security.

feexr.
e

8 March 1985




From: The Rt. Hon. Edward Heath, M.B.E., M.P. /

HC?SE OF COMMONS
March 1985

e &

Thank ygﬁ’very much for
your letter of 5‘March telling
me about the programme being made
by the BBC on the occasion of the
250th Anniversary of 10 Downing
Street becoming the official residence
of First Lords of the Treasury.

I have in fact received a
letter from Jenny Barraclough of the
BBC and have agreed to contribute
to the programme.

\

~

<\

/

F.E.R. Butler Esq
Principal Private Secretary







MR BUTLER

250th Anniversary - BBC TV Programme

You will shortly receive a request from

Jennie Barraclough for a meeting with you alone. You may,

therefore, wish to see the attached copy of my Note for File
recording the salient points of the two meetings Jean Caines
and I have had with Mrs Barraclough.

e
14 e

P S/ JOCE

6 March 1985




..TE FOR THE FILE

cc Mr. Ingham

Miss Caines

250th ANNIVERSARY - BBC TV PROGRAMME

As agreed at the initial meeting on 18 February (my minute
dated 18 February to Mr. Butler refers) Jean Caines and I
showed Chistopher Jones and Jennie Barraclough certain areas
of No. 10 on 20 February. In addition to the State Rooms we
visited the following offices where the named staff gave a

brief description of their work:

Private Secretaries' Offices
(Mr. Turnbull, Mr. Flesher and Mr. Barclay)
Appointments‘(Mr. Catford)
Garden Rooms (Miss Dover)
Honours (Mrs. Cole)
Policy Unit
(Mr. Warry - in the absence of Mr. Redwood and Mr. Owen)

Political Office (Mr. Sherbourne)
Peter Taylor was in attendance for most of the time.

On 6 March, at her request, Jennie Barraclough visited Jean
Caines to discuss her future plans. I also attended. At

the outset, Jean Caines reminded Mrs. Barraclough of the earlier
decision that filmed interviews with staff would not be permitted.
As previously, Mrs. Barraclough regretted this decision alleging
it would make it difficult to produce a good programme. AS

work progressed and she gained the confidence of the staff,

she hoped that the decision would be rescinded. I said I

thought this would be most unlikely.

Mrs. Barraclough then asked for the names of those individuals
she had met on 20 February (she had not made notes at the

time). Having been given the names noted above, she expressed
the wish to discuss with them their work. At this point Jean

Caines commented that it was our understanding that the emphasis




of the programme should be on No. 10 rather than the staff

who worked in it. In this context it is perhaps significant
that although the format of the programme has still to be
decided, Mrs. Barraclough's personal view is that there should
be one long programme, with about a third of the time devoted

to the past and two thirds to the present.

I suggested that it would be helpful if Mrs. Barraclough could
give us a broad outline of the programme as she currently
envisaged it, with particular reference to the time she proposed
to allocate to the work of the sections. We would consider

this outline to see if it accorded with the views of those
who had laid down the original guidelines. It was essential

that we all agreed the general format of the programme before
any further work was done. At first Mrs. Barraclough agreed
with this approach but later decided she would write to Mr.

Butler asking for a meeting with him alone.

77.)'1 % ce

P.S./AJJOCE
6 March 1985




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 5 March, 1985.

You may know that 1985 is the 250th Anniversary of
10 Downing Street becoming the official residence of First
Lords of the Treasury. Sir Robert Walpole took up residence
in 10 Downing Stréet in September 1735.

The Prime Minister has agreed to allow the BBC to take
film inside the house as part of a programme about the house
and its history. The programme is being made by Christopher
Jones, the BBC's parliamentary correspondent, who made the
series of programmes entitled "The Palace of Westminster"
last year, and Jennie Barraclough, who made the recent
documentary, "Elizabeth I - The First 30 Years".

Christopher Jones and Jennie Barraclough have said that
they may wish to approach former Prime Ministers and ask to
interview them about their recollections of living in
10 Downing Street. 1In case you receive such an approach, I
am writing to let you know that the BBC have the Prime
Minister's agreement to their making this programme.

The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Stockton, 0.M.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 5 March, 1985.

You may know that 1985 is the 250th Anniversary of
10 Downing Street becoming the official residence of First
Lords of the Treasury. Sir Robert Walpole took up residence
in 10 Downing Street in September 1735.

The Prime Minister has agreed to allow the BBC to take
film inside the house as part of a programme about the house
and its history. The programme is being made by Christopher
Jones, the BBC's parliamentary correspondent, who made the
series of programmes entitled "The Palace of Westminster"
last year, and Jennie Barraclough, who made the recent
documentary, "Elizabeth I - The First 30 Years".

Christopher Jones and Jennie Barraclough have said that
they may wish to approach former Prime Ministers and
perhaps their wives, and ask to interview them about their
recollections of living in 10 Downing Street. 1In case you
receive such an approach, I am writing to let you know that
the BBC have the Prime Minister's agreement to their making
this programme.

The Lord Home of the Hirsel, KT.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 5 March, 1985.

You may know that 1985 is the 250th Anniversary of
10 Downing Street becoming the official residence of First
Lords of the Treasury. Sir Robert Walpole took up residence
in 10 Downing Street in September 1735.

The Prime Minister has agreed to allow the BBC to take
film inside the house as part of a programme about the house
and its history. The programme is being made by Christopher
Jones, the BBC's parliamentary correspondent, who made the
series of programmes entitled "The Palace of Westminster"
last year, and Jennie Barraclough, who made the recent
documentary, "Elizabeth I - The First 30 Years".

Christopher Jones and Jennie Barraclough have said that
they may wish to approach former Prime Ministers and ask to
interview them about their recollections of living in 10
Downing Street. 1In case you receive such an approach, I am
writing to let you know that the BBC have the Prime
Minister's agreement to their making this programme.

The Rt. Hon. Edward Heath, M.B.E., M.P.
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Miss Caines
MR BUTIER

BBC IN NO 10

Jennie Barraclough has asked if they could concentrate filming

in No 10 in the fortnight May 7-21. This includes VE Day,
Scottish Conference, drinks with Special Advisers, Export Day
reception, bilaterals and lunch for Chancellor Kohl (at Chequers)

and Finnish Prime Minister's visit.

Mrs Barraclough would also like to sit in a couple of offices

to soak in the atmosphere. We shall have to think about this.

=
" | e
L

BERNARD INGHAM
9 March 1985




MR. BUTLER

250th ANNIVERSARY

You asked for a note of the salient points discussed at this

morning's meeting attended by Christopher Jones, Jennie Barraclough,

Bernard Ingham, you and me. The points were:
(a) No interviews with staff would be permitted.

The Prime Minister would be asked if she would give an

interview in her flat after Trooping the Colour - 15 June.

Some aspects of the following functions would be filmed:-

Reception to commemorate 'Export Day' - 15 May

Talks and dinner for the Finnish Prime Minister

=20 May
(Possibly) Lunch for President of Mexico - 12 June

Activities in No. 10 during and after Trooping the

Colour - 15 June
Private Secretaries' party in the garden.

(d) The arrival of Ministers for a meeting, and part of that
meeting in the Cabinet Room, would be filmed.

oy

(e) Filming wedld also take place in the following sections:

Private Secretaries' Offices
Political Office

Press Office

Policy Unit

Appointments

Honours

Garden Rooms




BBC would accept any security restrictions requested
in respect of filming in offices,etc. Jones agreed that
the Security Co-ordinator should see film and stills

before release.

No more than seven BBC staff would be in No. 10 at any

one time. During filming four would suffice.

A preliminary recce of No. 10 would be made by Jones
and Jennie Barraclough at 1630 hours on 20 February.

Jean Caines and Peter Joce would accompany them.

Robin Butler would write to former Prime Ministers to

introduce Jones.

Robin Butler would issue ON informing staff about the

BBC's future activities within No. 10.

said he might publish a small booklet with photographs

on their work here.

77
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MR INGHAM cc Mr Joce
MR REDWOOD

MR CATFORD

MR TURNBULL

MR SHERBOURNE

MISS DOVER

MR TAYLOR

MRS CRUST

The Prime Minister has agreed that, to mark the 250th anniversary
of 10 Downing Street as the Prime Minister's residence, a television
programme should be made about the history and current use of the house.
It will be made by Christopher Jones and Jennie Barraclough of the
BBC, who made the series of programmes '"The Palace of Westminster"

last year.

Jean Caines and Peter Joce will be bringing Christopher Jones
and Jennie Barraclough around the building in the late afternoon of
Wednesday, 20 February, and they are likely to visit your section.
After that, the BBC will put proposals about the parts of the house
which they want to film for the programme. Members of the office
may be asked to appear in the programme going about their duties, but
none will be interviewed.

Please will you cooperate with Christopher Jones and Jennie
Barraclough and explain to the members of your section the purpose
of their visit. Classified papers should be kept out of sight when
they come round.

(Ge.b.

F E R BUTLER

18 February 1985




PO Box 500
London SW1P
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PROPOSED TV PROGRAMME

We discussed the other day what precautions might
if the proposed TV programme to mark Downing Stree
anniversary went ahead.

2 In our view the following should be considered

Against Surreptitious Attack/TEMPEST

the closest possible supervision of
entering to make the programme;

physical inspections after filming (searchers should
familiarise themselves beforehand with the layout and
the contents of rooms);

restricting the use of word-proc:e _
ensitive work when programme-making
restrictions should certainly apply
S being set up and tested).

(
i

1inst Violent Attack

inspection of containers (bags, etc)

prevent the introduction of weapons,
incendiary devices, etc

ctions af

-urjonal




12l doors
ior close-ups of
>lationship of
tunnels, etc;
guishing features of

narration covering i. and iv-v. above.

hink that, in view of the present monitoring
3 not

g As regards physical searches, we should be happy
wished to assist with our own staff.

a technical inspection after film-making will
|

of course be pleased
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

PRESS GALLERY HOUSE OF COMMONS LONDON SW1
TELEPHONE 01-222 9586 or 01-219 4765

14th February, 1984.

D I Bl

I am very pleased to tell you that Mrs Jennie Barraclough,
one of the BBC's most senior and successful programme makers,
is to be the Director of the Downing Street project. I am
quite certain that her great experience will prove immensely
valuable in making the programme with the minimum of
disturbance at No 10 and with the maximum use of our mutual
resources.

I have discussed the programme at length with Mrs Barraclough
and we would both be pleased if we could come and see you, and
Mr Ingham, at your earliest possible convenience. The amount
of work that has to be done if we are to be ready by the autumn
is formidable, and we would hope to be able to discuss with

you, as soon as possible, precise dates, times and places
for filming.

Might I also then take up with you again the possibility
of interviewing some members of the No 10 staff? If we are
to operate on your excellent general principle of letting the
public see No 10 through the camera's eye, their understanding
would, as I am sure you will realise, be much restricted if
they are also unable to hear from some of the people most
involved with life and activities there. But perhaps this is
one of the things we might talk about at our meeting.

I very much look forward to meeting you again. I will
send a copy of this letter to Mr Ingham.

il s
(dﬂifstopher Jones)..

F.E.R. Butler Esq.,

Principal Private Secretary,

10 Downing Street,
LONDON SW1.
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4th February 1985

Thank you for your letter of 28th January. I am very
pleased indeed that we have been able, at this early stage in
our enterprise, to agree on so many points. I look forward to
having more detailed discussions with you at an early date.

The programme will come under the direction of Mr. Will Wyatt,
Head of documentary Features, who will also be working with
Mr. Christopher Capron, the newly appointed head of Parliamentary
Broadcasting. Mr. Wyatt is now actively involved in arranging
the necessary finance for it, and he is also selecting an
experienced producer. As soon as this has been done, I will
be in touch with you - and with Mr. Ingham - again, when the
producer could work out with you the firm details of the filming
that will have to be done.

Incidentally, it appears that Sunday, 22nd September is

the exact anniversary date, and we are now working toward putting
out the programme on or very near that date.

I will be in touch with both you and Mr. Ingham immediately
the director has been selegted.

F.E.R. Butler, Esqg.,
Principal Private Secretary,
10 Downing Street,

LONDON, SWl1.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

PERSONAL 28 January 1985

Aw,\ M 8’0%-0/:

Thank you for your letter of 21 January. I am delighted
that you and your senior colleagues at the BBC like the idea
of a documentary about 10 Downing Street to mark its 250th
anniversary. I set out below some reactions to the suggestions
made in your letter so that you can take account of them in your
planning. Once your own intentions are clearer, perhaps we
could have a further meeting to undertake more detailed planning.

I am glad that you would want to cover the beginnings and
the history of 10 Downing Street and famous events which have

occurred here. In response to your suggestion that the programme
should also cover the modern working of No 10, I have cleared with
the Prime Minister that she would be content for the programme

makers to be given facilities for this purpose, subject to the
points below.

Above all, it would be important to ensure that the
facilities given to the programme team should neither compromise

security nor interfere unduly with the work of the Prime Minister's
Office.

I am grateful to you for saying that you would co-operate
fully with our experts over security. We will need to consider
in our detailed planning the specific occasions which the
programme makers might be allowed to film in order to illustrate
the various facets of No 10 - at our earlier talk we mentioned
as examples a reception in the State rooms, a formal dinner,
preparations for receiving and the greeting of a distinguished
visitor, the Trooping the Colour and the entertainment of the
Commonwealth High Commissioners at it. But it would help
enormously both with maintaining security and with minimising
disruption if the team used to take these "behind the scenes"

Christopher Jones Esqg




shots can be kept to the absolute mininimum, wnd Lo L“~Uk°“j*3~

The Prime Minister does not rule out shots being taken
of the staff of No 10 going about their various duties, but
there should not be interviews with them about their work.
The Prime Minister does not think it appropriate for a film
to be taken of a meeting of the Cabinet, but she would agree
to shots being taken of a more informal meeting of Ministers
in the Cabinet Room.

The Prime Minister would also be willing, in principle,
to allow some shots to be taken of the private life of herself
and her family at No 10.

I would.certainly be prepared to write a letter in due
course to former Prime Ministers explaining that the Prime
Minister has authorised you to make a programme about No 10
to commemorate its 250th anniversary, which may help you if
you want to approach them and their wives for their memories
of living here. Similarly, I would write to any other
organisations or individuals whom you wish to approach.

No doubt you will want to consider this response to the
points raised in your letter and, when you are ready,
Mr Ingham and I will look forward to a further discussion to
undertake more detailed planning.

I am copying this letter to Bernard Ingham.

F E R BUTLER
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MR BERNA INGHAM c Mr Peter Joce
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250th ANNIVERSARY

In the light of the Prime Minister's
response to the points put to her on
the subject of the 250th anniversary,
are you content that I should reply

to Christopher Jones' letter of 21 January
on the attached lines?

e R

F E R BUTLER

28 January 1985




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

PERSONAL 28 January 1985

/é,uu M- (9‘61&%

Thank you for your letter of 21 January. I am delighted
that you and your senior colleagues at the BBC like the idea
of a documentary about 10 Downing Street to mark its 250th
anniversary. I set out below some reactions to the suggestions
made in your letter so that you can take account of them in your
planning. Once your own intentions are clearer, perhaps we
could have a further meeting to undertake more detailed planning.

I am glad that you would want to cover the beginnings and
the history of 10 Downing Street and famous events which have
occurred here. In response to your suggestion that the programme
should also cover the modern working of No 10, I have cleared with
the Prime Minister that she would be content for the programme
makers to be given facilities for this purpose, subject to the
points below.

Above all, it would be important to ensure that the
facilities given to the programme team should neither compromise
security nor interfere unduly with the work of the Prime Minister's

Office.

I am grateful to you for saying that you would co-operate
fully with our experts over security. We will need to consider
in our detailed planning the specific occasions which the
programme makers might be allowed to film in order to illustrate
the various facets of No 10 - at our earlier talk we mentioned
as examples a reception in the State rooms, a formal dinner,
preparations for receiving and the greeting of a distinguished
visitor, the Trooping the Colour and the entertainment of the
Commonwealth High Commissioners at it. But it would help
enormously both with maintaining security and with minimising
disruption if the team used to take these "behind the scenes"

Christopher Jones Esg
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The Prime Minister does not rule out shots being taken
of the staff of No 10 going about their various duties, but
there should not be interviews with them about their work.
The Prime Minister does not think it appropriate for a film
to be taken of a meeting of the Cabinet, but she would agree
to 'shots being taken of a more informal meeting of Ministers
in the Cabinet Room.

The Prime Minister would also be willing, in principle,
to allow some shots to be taken of the private life of herself
and her family at No 10.

I would certainly be prepared to write a letter in due
course to former Prime Ministers explaining that the Prime
Minister has authorised you to make a programme about No 10
to commemorate its 250th anniversary, which may help you if
you want to approach them and their wives for their memories
of living here. Similarly, I would write to any other
organisations or individuals whom you wish to approach.

No doubt you will want to consider this response to the
points raised in your letter and, when you are ready,
Mr Ingham and I will look forward to a further discussion to
undertake more detailed planning.

I am copying this letter to Bernard Ingham.

6{04AA3 Fra e L\,
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F E R BUTLER




PRIME MINISTER Y\rjg c. Mr Ingham

250th ANNIVERSARY OF NO 10, DOWNING STREET

~F

Bernard Ingham and I have now had a talk with Christopher
Jones (who made The Palace of Westminster programmes) about

a documentary to mark the 250th Anniversary of No 10. He has

——

mentioned the idea to the Director General and other BBC top
management who are enthusiastic about it.
R S -,

—_—

They are at an early stage of planning, but they have

e

—

asked some questions about which we need to guide them at the

outset.

o —

They have agreed to cover the building of Downing Street

and the life and times of its builder; its developmengnas the

centre of the government; the people who have lived there
(including some interviews with former Prime Ministers) and

momentous events which took place especially durlng the two

e ——— e i s s — ——
— — ’

-—

world wars.

They have also asked if they can show some "behind-the-scenes"

——

shots of how No 10 works today, eg reception in the State rooms,

T ——

a formal dinner, Ministers assembled for a meeting in the Cabinet

— e

room, your awaltlng in the hall and then greeting a distinguished

e e— N—— — -

visitor, an occasion in the garden (perhaps the Commonwealth

High Commissioners passing through for The Trooping of the Colour
or the Private Secretaries' party). They have asked if they can

show some of the staff at work to illustrate the range of




activities in the house; and whether you would agree to some

shots of yourself and your family in the flat.

SR R —_—

i —— —

All this will have to be kept firmly under control, in

terms both of security and of the amount of intrusion. Subject
S ey,
this, Bernard and I would be grateful for your guidance as

follows: -

: 1 Agree that they may take some shots of the workings

D —

of No 10 and specific occa81ons7 . BQ‘“““A‘t‘Nk‘( s

s e B S Ll L ek being o bit stnffy

/ “M H\‘S
ii. Refuse a proposal that they film the Cabinet but

consider shots of Ministers assembled for a less formal

V' meeting in the Cabinet room?

e ——————————— e ——

: b Agree that they can have shots of some of the staff
H—L\r a“- Cet e

ueg the Garden rooms, Private Secretaries office) but no

interviews? beu O#&L/‘ (7qblu Ui

iv. Would you be willing for them to take some shots
of you and your family in the flat, eg on the lines of

the photo of you working in the sitting room in Carol's

book, or in the dining room? \{p
2)

(\/"‘;

In the light of your views on these points, Bernard and I will

guide the producer in drawing up more detailed plans.

ere.

F E R BUTLER

25 January 1985
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Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter of
24 /December to Mr Ballard about a television programme on
10 Downing Street.
2 The proposal obviously contains some security hazards: the
risk that somebody will bring in an explosive device or a piece
of eavesdropping equipment and plant it in the building, and the
risk of disclosing information about the building which could be

of value to a terrorist group or hostile intelligence services.

3. I am sure that these risks can be contained if suitable

precautions are taken. If it is decided to go ahead, you will no

doubt arrange for the detailed precautions to be discussed with

the Security Service.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

January 1985

RESTRICTED




BBC Broadcasting House LLondon wia 1aa

PERSONAL 21 January 1985

F.E.R. Butler Esqg.,
Principal Private Secretary,
10 Downing Street,

LONDON, S.W.1l.

Following our recent conversation, I have discussed
the idea with Alan Protheroe, Assistant Director General of
the B.B.C. He has mentioned the matter to the Director
General, the Managing Director of BBC-TV, and the Director
of Programmes: all share his enthusiasm and are delighted
to accept your suggestion that we should make a television
documentary programme based on the 250th anniversary of No 10,
Downing Street. May I also add my personal thanks that you
should have approached me on this matter.

This is clearly going to be a major undertaking, and
at such an early stage it is difficult to be in any way precise
about our plans. However, as you suggested yourself, our
general approach would be that, as the public are unable to go
round No 10 for themselves, our cameras should be there on
their behalf.

It is also much too early to decide precisely what
format the documentary should take: perhaps one fairly lengthy
programme, or perhaps a series of shorter programmes. Whatever
format we eventually feel to be most suitable, we would certainly
cover the building of Downing Street and the life and times of
its builder; we would want to show its development as the
centre of cabinet government, and the famous and interesting
men and women who have lived there and their life styles while
they were at No 10; we would hope to see the many changes that
have been made to it over the centuries, and most certainly
recall the momentous events that have happened there, especially
during the two world wars. Finally, we would wish to show No 10
as a modern and sophisticated centre of Government, yet still
behind its unassuming but historic facade.




In covering the modern workings of No 10 we would hope,
for instance, to be able to show it as a place which leading
foreign statesmen are proud to visit and we would like to
see the preparations for those visits and their reception
when they arrive. We would also hope to show the more
informal moments when the Prime Minister entertains people
from all walks of life, and to show the splendid rooms in
which this happens and details of their historic furnishings.

There would naturally be intense public interest in
precisely how the Prime Minister's life there is organised;
how and where the staff work; their duties and responsibilities;
and we would, while showing this, hope to interview members
of all ranks among that staff. As I mentioned to you, we would
especially hope to be given the unique facility of filming at
least a part of a Cabinet meeting, and we would be happy to
discuss with you the precise terms on which this could be done.
My experience in filming a meeting of the Government whips
at No 12 might be useful in this matter. Again, we would also
be very keen to be allowed to film something of the private
life of the Prime Minister and her family, showing No 10 not
only as a place of formality and political power, but also
as a very real private home - a role it has fulfilled for

centuries.

All this would, as you most certainly will realise,
involve a great deal of filming, and we would be happy to
arrange, in detail, precisely how and when this would be done.
Much would no doubt be done in the recesses at Easter, Whitsun
and especially during the summer recess, although much will
also have to be done when No 10 is fully operational if we are
to show it working.

You mentioned to me the imperative need at all times
to observe the rules of security. Naturally we would do so,
and would co-operate fully with your experts in this matter.

We discussed, also, the possibility of my interviewing
former Prime Ministers-- and perhaps their wives -- about
their memories of life at No 10, and you were good enough to
say that you would contact them first on our behalf before we
made any approaches ourselves. You also suggested that I
should receive some form of credentials from you to cover
approaches that I might feel it is necessary to make to other
Government departments, organisations or individuals.

I hope that his letter deals, if only in general terms,
with all the points we discussed. We are now actively putting
our own arrangements in hand; we have, for instance, urgently
to find a producer of suitable experience and standing, and
there is much other planning to be done. If there is, however,
any further matter which you want to discuss with me, or with
any of those who become involved in the project, then we
would, of course, always be available.




I will, in any case, keep closely in touch with
Mr Ingham -- I am sending him a copy of this letter -- so
that we can go ahead as quickly as possible. There is an
immense amount of work to be done if we are to cope with

this, a major project, in time to mark such an historic
anniversary.

Yours sincerely,

|/
: {
,’/ </x¢.'
f
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(Christopher Jones)
“Parliamentary Corresp@ndent
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From: BBC Office, House of Commons.
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Thank you for your letter of 24 December about the proposal
for a television programme to mark the 250th Anniversary
of Walpole's taking up residence at 10 Downing Street.

There are certainly no objections to this from our point
of view and we shall be pleased to co-operate in whatever

way we can.

I should be grateful if your people could keep PSA in touch
with progress to that they can arrange for the BBC to sign
the standard indemnity for any damage or loss to the building
that may occur during filming. The contact is Mr Holland,
Room 10/14, St Christopher House, Southwark Street, London
SE1 (Ext 2145). It would be helpful if our District Works
Officer could also be kept informed so that he can assist

the BBC with any arrangements they may need to make for
electrical supplies and so on.

TScs‘q &\;‘Aufts

jg\\, \’\M

Private Secretary

Robin Butler Esqg
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 24 December 1984

;DC}J"j;bqﬂ,

As you will know, 1985 is the 250th Anniversary of
Walpole's taking up residence in No.10. We have been
considering whether there is anything which we could do
to mark this anniversary. We have approved a First Day
Cover and Postmark proposed by a Mr. Bradbury who is
approved and used by the Post Office for these things.

It would be nice also to show the public generally
something of the house, its history and its present use.
We cannot these days have an 'open day" but the next best
thing would be a television programme, perhaps on the lines
of "The Palace of Westminster" last year. For security
purposes, the filming would have to be carefully controlled
and we would have to try to ensure that such a programme
did not convey more than is already known of the geography
of the house and the relationship of the various rooms to
each other; but it should be possible to do this. As you
will recall the Prime Minister gave an interview to
Laurens van der Post a year or so ago in which she showed
him round parts of the house.

The Prime Minister is happy in principle with this idea.
Could you let me know whether your Secretary of State and
your Department would see any objection from the DOE's point
of view. If you are content, we will float the idea with the
BBC, and they may well want to seek the co-operation of some
of your people, and in particular Mr. John Charlton, who wrote
the book on No.10.

I am copying this letter to Sir Robert Armstrong.

72v¢4 $4Aan47}
@L{A 58 o

John Ballard, Esq.,
Department of the Environment.




PRIME MINISTER

250th ANNIVERSARY OF NO. 10

As you know, Walpole took up residence at No 10 as Prime
Minister in 1735. So next year is the 250th anniversary of
"
its becoming the Prime Minister's residence.

I have been considering what, if anything, we should do to
celebrate this milestone. All that is planned so far is a

first-day cover and postmark, a piece of private enterprise by a
“

Mr Bradbury who is approved and used by the Post Office for these
’_#
things.

We could give a party for former Prime Ministers and people
who have been closely associated with No 10. But I doubt
whether this would appeal much to those concerned or strike any
chord with the public. We cannot these days have an 'open day'
for members of the public. But the ideal thing would be to show
the public generally something of the house which they provide

for their Prime Minister and of its history.

That suggests a television programme. Two years ago you

did something of this kind with Laurens van der Post for Yorkshire

Television. But I was thinking of something which concentrated

-~

more on some of the historical associations of No 10 and how it

%E_Eggg_igday - the Cabinet Room and some of the things that have

happened there; the plaques in the Garden Rooms about their use

in the Second World War; perhaps the room in No 12 where Wellington

and Nelson are said to have met; and so on. —__-_~Nh~\\\‘~¥§>
/ P




Nothing which reveals the geography of No 10 is welcome

from a security point of view; and the filming would have to

be carefully controlled. But it should be possible to show

rooms without revealinq_;beir relationship to each other, as
was done in the Laurens van der Post interview, and without

s

i

showing more than has already been published, for example in

the book about No 10.

—

Mr Ingham and I envisaged that the team which did this
year's programmes on The Palace of Westminster would do this
sort of thing very well. Provided that the DOE have no

objection, would you be content for us to float the idea with

the BBC?

vb/) 'ERR.

—

F E R BUTLER

17 December 1984




250th Anniversary of No.1l0

The meeting gave preliminary consideration to

the possibility of a television programme being made
to mark the No. 10 250th Anniversary in 1985. The
amount of filming required for a thirty minute
programme gave rise to some concern, since it would
be difficult to restrict the team to parts of the
building which were already well known. But
security was only one consideration, and not

necessarily overriding. As a first step, Mr. Joce

was invited to look out the papers relating to an

earlier television programme with La van der

Post.
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