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SECRET

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA
From the Private Secretary 9 December 1986

Tt TR

PROJECT MOONFLOWER

Thank you for your letter of 8 December
about Project Moonflower. The Prime Minister
was grateful to be brought up to date, and is
content with the position we have taken. The
matter was not raised by Secretary Weinberger.
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(C. D. POWELL)

John Howe, Esq.,
Ministry of Defence
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1

Telephone 01-930 7022

MO 14/2E 8th December 1986

R 10

PROJECT "MOONFLOWER"

This is the name that we now give to the "black" subject to
which Admiral Poindexter referred in private conversation with you
after Camp David, and on which you and I agree that it would be
timely for the Defence Secretary to bring the Prime Minister up to
date. Unfortunately there had not yet been an opportunity.

In essence, the position is this: Mr Younger and Mr Weinberger
have had a private word in the margin of various recent NATO
meetings. Mr Weinberger has offered us a chance to purchase the
current US aircraft, but we have replied that we would not wish
actually to buy hardware while the programme itself remains
strictly black. We have, however, said that we would be most
interested in technology exchange and we await American proposals
on this. It would involve widening the circle of people who have
access to the subject.

Mr Weinberger throughout has been most constructive in his
offers of help. We for our part feel that we have been equally
constructive in our response, and have no sense of having turned
down an offer, except on the particular issue of buying aircraft at
the present time. Mr Younger raised the subject very briefly with
Mr Weinberger privately this morning but not to go into any detail
on what Poindexter said to you, just sufficiently to test whether
Weinberger is disappointed at our reaction so far. He certainly
does not seem to be.

I rather doubt whether Weinberger fox his part will raise the
subject with the Prime Minister this afternoon.

(>

(J F HOWE)

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING TO PRESIDENT REAGAN FROM PRIME MINISTER

THATCHER

Dear Ron,

Thank you so much for your delightful letter and for your
kindness in sendin a& to brief me. I was immensely
impressed by your?aé%levement: three cheers for America! I

was also very touched by the generosity of the offer of
participation which he brought. It brings home once again who
our real friends are. We shall be following up the offer
straightaway with the experts he has nominated. We shall
continue to restrict knowledge very closely indeed on our

side.

I am following very carefully your efforts with Congress
over Nicaragua. All the reports indicate that it is becoming

a more and more repressive regime.

I have just had a report from our representative on the
Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group on South Africa. I think
the whole Group feel their mission offers a way through,
perhaps a last chance to find a peaceful way through. It is
important that you and I should work side by side to bring
home to President Botha the need not to reject their
suggestions for getting a dialogue started between the South
African Government and black representatives. I shall be
writing to you in more detail about this shortly.

It seems a long time since we had a really good talk and
there is a great deal which requires discussion. I am so much
looking forward to seeing you in Tokyo.

With warmest best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Margaret
17 March 1986 ‘ TOP SECRET
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PRIME MINISTER

MEETING WITH SECRETARY WEINBERGER

You will be meeting Secretary Weinberger for a briefing on a

very highly clasified subject on Monday at 4.00 pm.

I have arranged for the meeting to be held in the Ministry of
Defence special briefing room, which has all the necessary

equipmeﬂi:‘-You will probably want to get there just before

4.00 pm to meet Mr. Weinberger when he arrives.

Those present on our side will be Defence Secretary, CDS,

Professor Norman and me.
Secretary Weinberger will be accompanied by:

Dr Don Hicks - Under Secretary for Research & Engineering
—— y v

General Powell - Private Secretary to Mr. Weinberger

General Allen - who will do the briefing

[

You will want to establish at the beginning whether I can take
a note - which would of course be available only to those

attending the meeting.

After the briefing you will want to establish with

Mr. Weinberger:

(i) what scope he sees for British involvement;

(ii) how further discussions should be org;nised; and

(iii) who should be involved.
ST

Cmms—"

CDV

CDP

14 March 1986

JA1AND TOP SECRET




QW—K Q\\' W

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 14, 1986

Dear Margaret:

I am delighted that you will be meeting with Cap
Weinberger next week in London.

I wanted to take the opportunity of his visit to
send my personal greetings and to underline how
highly I value your support, advice, and
counsel. I am pleased to learn that he will be
briefing you on one of our most important and
sensitive new technologies. We would, of
course, welcome your reaction to this briefing.

My attention here has been focused on our
important request to the Congress for aid for
the Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. I am
determined to exhibit a trait that you have
demonstrated time and time again: perseverance.

Please stay in close touch.
Best regards,

Sincerely,
)

/ /
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The Right Honorable
Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister
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SECRET AND STRICTLY PERSONAL

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1

Telephoney,0}3930,2022 218 .211%/3

MO 14/2E 7th February 1986

n%b( Mﬁuﬂ(y

Thank you for your letter of 4th February.

The main constraint on Mr Younger's timetable is the need
to travel to the NPG meeting in Wurzburg in West Germany where
he is due to arrive by 1600 hours on Wednesday 19th March.

I mention this because it will also no doubt affect

Mr Weinberger's travel plans and possibly the timing of the
meeting. We are incidentally hoping to arrange a separate
introductory getting to know you session with Mr Weinberger as
he passes through London. It would therefore be very helpful if
your people could keep in touch with mine about their knowledge
of his programme.

On the Ministry of Defence team, on reflection I think this
should be Mr Younger, CDS, Sir Clive Whitmore and, if there is
room, our Chief Scientific Adviser. I also think, again on
reflection, that it would preferable to hold the meeting in the
secure briefing room in the Cabinet Office rather than here.

The presence of both the Prime Minister and Mr Weinberger in
this building simultaneously would inevitably arouse more
interest and be more visible than the alternative of using your
own premises.

Y'an A
Aok MmO

(R C MOTTRAM)
Private Secretary

Charles Powell Esqg
Private Secretary
No 10 Downing Street
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COPY NO.7.OF/.COPIES

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 4 Pebruary 1986

WD Pdadd

Following a conversation between the Prime Minister and
Mr McFarlane last November, President Reagan has sent the
Prime Minister a message offering to brief her and a very
limited number of others on some highly sensitive United
States military technology, with a view to the United States
and the United Kingdom working together on it.

The proposal is that the briefing would be done by
Secretary Weinberger who would be accompanied by a small
group of experts. The briefing would be restricted to the
Prime Minister and four or five others. It would be
conducted in London in the week beginning 17 March. We are
asked to provide an appropriately secured facility.

The Prime Minister proposes to accept this offer. The
time which would suit her best would be 1000-1130 on
Wednesday 19 March. She proposes to suggest that those
invited to attend the briefing should be the Defence
Secretary, CDS, the MOD Chief Scientific Adviser, the Chief
of Defence Intelligence and me. The Americans may
however insist on a still more restricted group. One option
would be to hold the briefing in a secure briefing room in
the Ministry of Defence (though there are other
alternatives).

The Prime Minister would be grateful to know whether
the proposed timing is acceptable to Mr Younger so that she
can reply to President Reagan. She would not want any
feelers to be put out to others in Washington about this

briefing beforehand.
éﬁj—m\
Ch 8 Powell _

Richard Mottram Esq
Ministry of Defence
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