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Caxton House Tothill Street London SW1 9NF
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David Norgrove Esqg
Private Secretary
10 Downing Street
London SWl

2&) August 1986
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I understand that you keep a list for security reasons of
officials who receive advance notification of sensitive
statistical data from this department.

You may wish to know that we are adding Jonathan Hill, the
Paymaster General's political adviser, to our internal
circulation list for advance notice of the RPI, unemploymnet
statistics, and the Index of average earnings.

Caroline Slocock
Private Secretary
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SECURITY CLASSTFLCATLONOF. THE STATISTICAL SERLES: PRODUCED IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT

A review has recently taken place of the security classification
applied to pre-publication data from statistical series produced by
the Department of Employment. ?»m{j
Three series are covered by strict arrangements to guard against L
disclosure, as laid down in a letter from Tim Lankester on 22 June 1979.
Pre-release data from these series are only seen by a named Llist of
Marnasters -and—officratsw However, the security classification is

not stipulated and we have discovered that there is no uniformity of
approach, either between the departments involved, or even within

this department. At present the unemployment figures are classified
secret and the RPI and earnings index are confidential. We can see

no justification for the difference in approach and, having considered
advice from our security officer, propose to classify all three

series as personal and confidential. The change in classification of
the unemployment figures will be introduced for the February figures,
which will reach you on Monday, 24 February.

ERT
PrincipaV¥ Private Secretary







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

MR. FLAXEN, :
CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE

Thank you for your minute of 2 August about
the advance release of index of production
data. The Prime Minister was content that

in certain months you should send figures
incorporating unpublished index of production
data to the Director of Statistics in the
Department of Employment as proposed.

(TIM FLESHER)

6 August 1985
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ADVANCE RELEASE OF INDEX OF PRODUCTION DATA

Atwipresent | Co0 jcireultates. fTigures for-the moathly Index .- of
Production (ng) in advance of publication to a restricted number
of Ministers and senior officials in the Prime Minister's Office,
the Treasury, the Department of Trade and Industry, the Bank of
England and within the Cabinet Office.

We would 1like the Prime Minister's agreement to adding the
Director of Statistics in the Department of Employment and his
key officials to this list.

Each'- month the. Department eof Employment' press notice on
manufacturing earnings and employment 1includes information on
productivity and unit wage costs which are compiled by CSO.
Naturally, the most up-to-date information on production is used
in-the calculation of these measures.

Since these figures are published in a Department of Employment
press notice, DE ministers need to be briefed on them. In those
months of the year when the Index of Production figures are
published in advance of this briefing there is no problem.
However in some months the press notices are published on the
same day or within a day or so of each other, and then advance
notiece <of  the! predictivity "and -unit  cests figures would  be
Relpful: . to .DE, ftogether ' with ‘the " underlying  ‘production
figures.

I would be grateful if you could approve the arrangement whereby
in certain months we send figures incorporating unpublished IoP
data to the Director of Statistics in DE for use in ministérial
briefing. The confidentiality of the data 1n advance of
publication would be stressed.

You may ‘wish to refer to the authority for the present
arrangements - a minute from Tim Lankester to Tony Battishill on
22 June 1979 - and a copy 1is attached.

o

Central Statistical Office

2 August 1985
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Security of Economic Statisfies

You will be aware of the importance which is attached to the
avoidance of premature disclosure of key economic statistics
which could cause not only political embarrassment but also in
some circumstances speculation on the foreign and domestic
exchanges. The statistics involved are the trade figures, money
supply, unemployment, retail price index, earnings index and
the index of industrial production.

The Prime Minister therefore wishes to draw your Minister's
attention to the current strict arrangements for guarding
against the disclosure of these statistics in the usually short
period between their being available within Departments and
subsequent publication.

Pre-publication copies of the statistics are to be sent
by originating Departments to the following Ministers and their
Permanent Secretaries:-

Trade figures Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Trade and for Industry

Money supply Prime Minister
-Chancellor of the Exchequer

Unemployment Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Employment and for
Industry

Retail prite Prime Minister
index Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Employment for Industr
and for Trade

/ Earnings
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il R
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arnings Prime Minister ¢
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Employment and for Trade

)3

Industrial ‘Prime Minister
production -Chancellor of the Exchequer
3 Secretary of State for Industry

Copies should also go to the Governor of the Bank of England,
the Secretary of the Cabinet, the Head of the Government
Statistical Service, and the Chairman of the Board of Customs

and Excise (trade figures only).

Only those in paragraphs 3 and 4 above have discretion to
circulate figures to others in their Departments (whether
Ministers or officials) on a strictly 'need to know' basis.

No Press copies are to be released ahead of publication even

under embargo.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries of all
those mentioned in paragraphs 3 and 4.

A.M.W. Battishill, Esaq.,
H.M, Treasury.







10 DOWNING STREET

\-’ (/L\ M«k E f;f /L&F
: /M\ TUJ\P\L;MJL( S e
vt taveed e ,/w:,('}”@ AR P

/Vvd'/. ned GOy evm,:!—’ iy,

b e At A A
7 88 Loam f

!

{Q )7( Okk/o\/}’ﬁ‘bkﬁk. /(' qu’vu .
ey a,th‘ﬂ(//v o Al

He ldr Ferundd N7 At
Mito pe ,//uw 0”% et Pae
t;ﬂthuc Md 6&L]\W\AD% Zf(, J’h—(}‘mﬂh%

thl g vy’ o o o pritolk
A/V’DLL() /T\NL m St A5 0\,4’1/01,“_@

M«jV/vW ol :




H M Treasury

Parliament Street London SWIP 3AG

Switchboard 01-233 3000
Direct Dialling 01-233 0627

F. Cassell

Deputy Secretary 4 May 1984

A Turnbull Esq
10 Downing Street
LONDON SW1

3)44«‘ C¥~DFMJ)

We spoke last month about the circulation of the provisional money
supply figures ahead of publication and you said you would
consider whether it was necessary for the No 10 press office to be
told the figures in advance of their publication.

Given the high market sensitivity of these figures we have taken
further steps in the Treasury to restrict the list of people with
advance knowledge of them; I understand that the Bank have taken
similar action. So far as our own desk press officers are
concerned the figures will not be circulated to them until 2 pm on
the day of publication (ie half an hour before publication). If
on reflection you still feel that your own officers must be told
the numbers in advance, I hope that you will at least be able to
follow a similar timetable.

The next figures, of course, are published next Tuesday.

t&o\m, ‘..M;uu-/\‘\
g
.
e

F CASSELL
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CABINET OFFICE
Central Statistical Office

With the compliments of

Great George Street, London SW1P 3AQ
Telephone 01-233
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CABINET OFFICE
Central Statistical Office
Great George Street, London swip 3aq Telephone o1-233 6117

From the Director: Sir John Boreham, x.cs.
23 April 1982

Our Ref F1/23

D Q2w KMJ\OW(

INDEX OF PRODUCTION - MONTHLY STATISTICS

You wrate to say that your Secretary of State would like the other Ministers

in your Department to receive advance copies of the Index of Industrial Production
each month. I have arranged for this but Sir John Boreham has asked me to make
sure that all your Ministers are reminded that the arrangements set out in the
No.10 minute dated 22 June 1979 were deliberately strict so as to guard against
leaks before publication. The Govermment must be forever on guard, he says, not
to give any grounds for suspicion either that it is unable to protect sensitive

material or that the substance and timing of statistics could be influenced for
short term political gains.

I am copying this letter to Cliv itmore and Shirley Carter.
./)\ )
[ C&JAI

CLAIRE WILSON
Private Secretary

Mr R Riley

Private Secretary
Department of Industry
Ashdown House

123 Victoria Street
SWl




CONFIDENTIAL

Caxton House Tothill Street London SW1H 9NA

Telephone Direct Line 01-213............. 611 O()v
Switchboard 01-213 3000

T Lankester Esq

Private Secretary

10 Downing Street

London SWi March 1980

/L(\A»\

]
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ADVANCE CIRCULATION OF KEY ECONOMIC STATISTICS

I enclose for your information a copy of a minute sent by the Permanent
Secretary to all Department of Employment recipients of advance
information on unemployment, earnings, the retail prices index and the
CSO forecast of the index. A copy also goes to John Wiggins (Treasury) ,
Sir Dougles Wass (Treasury), John Beverley (Bank of England), Peter
Unwin (CSO), David Wright (CO), Ian Ellison (DI), Stuart Hampson (DT),
Godfrey Robson (S0), Joe Pilling (NIO), and Gordon Craig (wo).

N S
7

ANDREW HARDMAN
Private Secretary




CODE 18-77

CONFIDENTIAL

Reference

ADVANCE CIRCULATION OF KEY ECONOMIC STATISTICS

1 In 1978, following a number of apparent leaks,
stricter arrangements were made for the circulation

in advance of publication of certain key economic
statistics. These included figures of unemployment,
earnings, the retail prices index and the CSO forecast
of the index. The arrangements were confirmed on
behalf of the Prime Minister by her office in June 1979.

2 I am writing fo‘remind all recipients of the
importance of maintaining the strict security of these

figures.

% There have recently been some pIress references,

giving figures which were close to the outcome in advanc
of'publication.' These may reflect no more than capable and
intelligent speculation by specialists, but are a warning

" of the continuing danger of there being further leaks.

4 ‘T must stress that the figures are provided to you in
advance on a personal basis and that only Secretaries of
State and their Permanent Secretaries can authorise the
provision of advance figures to others in their Departments

. (whether Ministers or officials). Such provision must be

confined strictly to those who need to know for operational

purposes.

KB S
29 February 1980







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Press Secretary

3 March, 1980

ik,

Superficially, my conspiracy
theory re the Daily Mail seems to have
broken down. In spite of a reasonably
accurate but not detailed account

in The Guardian (attached), I could not
find anything in the Daily Mail. Perhaps
your note of February 22 influenced
behaviour.

I look forward to seeking you on

o C:}quf;A‘4~A4&h_jf7

B. INGHAM

Sir Kenneth Barnes, K.C.B.

Enc.




nwou LU
iy u)mmn'nu nt 10 re-
1e ‘Affierican hoslages
n for the UN Commis-

nvestigation Irans
ses . against de-
Shah. The “ement

jed to.the confusion
siration felt in Amer-
r the hostages - issue.

r-, Rodkt 14

‘o

O .'.n
PR v e ‘;
cks go on;wr-_
H 1re mveslxgating iwo
suspicious - * fires -iu
it is- thoug| t -they are -
the conlinuing cam- }
of _&rson by Welsh
sts which woull bring’

»om i7.oe

1 of attacks on’second -4

o0 21 since mnd -Decem-
: o
gage threat”’
JYON of fax rellef pn
es. is advocated in an
ste' report, and  the
: bocieties want the’
lor to abolish. stamp

on house . purchase.
pages 4 and 12

 of &

{

rr at Falrey

MANAGEMENT - of
Holdings Ltd has re-
with - anger- to indi-

that the National
ise Board may reject a
£19.5 million by Ham-
nk for the englneermg
’age 13 )

5 cleared
JUIRY into the case of
fessor who killed him-
ter an outbredk" of
x which came from his
ology department has
no evidence: of <m-
behavxour by < the
Page3 e g
O & ‘.r

it wary - 5

UGH Egypt antl ltrael
:changed ambassadors,
‘mer s\appllcatlon of the
reaty ‘between the fwo
s is being grudgingly
' Fric  Silver explaing
ge 11. - R

yslavia deal,‘

LAVIA has taken 2
tep toward closer rela-
ith the EEC with the
op of a commercial
tion agreement. Page 6

INSIDE |

s and Finance
»d Advertising .........

vveather

,Y dry after fog clears.
back page.

£ i

CRVES.

Al(hou h ‘officials of the Iron
and Steﬁ Trades’ Confedern-
tion ‘'would make no comment,
afterwards, the -workers wére
told that ﬂ:e plant ‘would have
to i close - permanently 4f he !

strike 'went ghead. :#0i - &y &

The !eclslon was -not zudex- §
pec‘ted Mr. -Sirs,’ the. lﬂ‘C
xenen'l secreury sal
night.. The ,union was awa
that the e was not recel

the kinll of support 7
p vaje' “sector . that if | it , hat.
agdinst the BSC. " Wk r

__He_ thanked =11’ thé private

seaor workers who had come-

pachage. Later Mr Sirs will be
altencing a - meeling of the
TUC steel committee ‘with the
“corporation, but withont much .
hope of there being any moves
‘towards a setflement, - o:

Mr Sirs $2id that he thoug'ht
ithat the strike could Jast’ for
‘some lime more.-In_spite ~of

Py strike -pay, Mr- Sirs.de- 1

the -‘rlared that the strike was cost-

#ng the - unions thousands -bf
younds dn. ndmxmstntnon_ and -
organisation. - e -

“"The hte!i;mn ’w’hldr

bt said that” the .unlonrﬂre ‘corporation_§s Jikely to

w unlikely jl
agllnsg thos ho l:ad ndt.

membe at Shefﬁe]dp
large\,) vate -company, Firth’
Brown's,“have already voted 10
return ‘(5 work loday and a

i

o0 take anyzaction make-today is.an".offer 10 put

back the: fimetable of redun-

“ASTC -dancies. “The original daté for
other ,agreement had been set by the

_BSC, for. March - 31, but the

.duratmn ‘of .the sthke h_as jeo-

pardlsed this plan. S

_ Jagt .ihe fact: that much ‘had been -
‘smade-of ‘the ISTC's refusal 1o

Weath"é’i";'ll

halts '""011

i Mo *»
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From George Coats N { .
in Athens ™, ° oo

Bad weather and h'igh seas
yesterday prevented anti-pollu-
tion teams from tackling a
milelong oil slick which
threatens some ‘of the most un-
spoilt beaches in Greece.,

The threat followed the smk
ing on Saturday -afternoon of Y
Greek oil . tanker,
Serenade. It sank after explo-

o
- o

{sions ‘in ts ‘stern had -set it

ab'laze ‘and began spilling its
cargo. of 102,000_tons of crude
oil into 1he sea less than- two 4
miles off The pori of Pylos-in
the South Wfs‘e.m Pelo;mn;rese
The * _%arfk  shortly
aﬂerwards leavmg the oil
slick which za ‘Greek Merchant
Marine ‘Ministry : official - de-
scribed ‘yesterday as a ‘black

river in the sea. b’.:. Dk LT

Anti-pollution teams 1nc'lud
ing one from the Netherlands
arrived at the scene but have-
been able only to place a float-
ing barrier in an attempt 1o
contain the slick.

“We have all the materials
and equipment we need 1o
hand in Pylos, mcludlng an
airforce 'helicopter,” a . mer-
chant marine spokesman said.
“All we need now is !or the
weather to calm down

The tanker is ‘an ecological
time bomb which can -deposit
its cargo up -onto 1he. mearby
beaches at any time, just as
the tourist season .is beginning.
It had on board - more ‘than
enough oil 1o pollute” the
entire Gulf of Navarino, one of
the most beautiful regions in
Greece. ;A plan to site an in-
dustrial complex in fhe ,area
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The latest 'batdr of unem-
ploymenl ﬁgures tomorrow will
be around the 1.5 million mark
and will bnng little’ _hope to ;
the -Government, that a reduc- -
tion is on the way. .

Even though the number of
schoolleavers out of work is-
diminishing, the hard core of
unemployed is movmg 'steadily
up, particularly in the North,
{ Scotland and Wales.

The ﬁgures will lead to
further . pressure _from
TUC, and from the Opposition
¥or the Government to closely
examine”its manpower policies,
due 10 Dbe reconsidered -at ‘the
end of the mopthi 2% o 73

~The wunions will ‘be demand--
ing that they be renewed, and
will say that -job creation- has
allowed at least 200,000 people &
to be kept off 1the register.

Mr Len Murray, the TUC
general® secretary, said last
night ,that the unions would
not be Iooled by ulk of brmg

Latest jobless total: [
to ’be around 15M:
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‘the. . Government.:
. 7Fhéy wanted 10 say to .Mrs'|in-
: “Fhatcher fthat thEy did’ not likej|.- %32
Teér p’pllues, ‘which ~had to be’|. -+ TE
Teplacedl:; bj. “polictes - which:
bipt é /Swounds, <-of the: f
- '_ l,.u' RO AT
lam d “thaty +
lem could:)
y 1he’ * publ\c~ <
shhool :pol}qy “of the’ short, ¥
arp® shotk or-the . carrot and= d
stick soltltlonl-'.’,' ot of ihe
Speakmg “to Dover l\em mc
Trades, Council, ‘he said thatfp hocL
the carrot had been the tax m-i ]ey in
" cenitive, ;and the.stick was be-{~ " gg
coming blgger rougher and i presigé
arper. Herb
Rel’errmg 10 the TUCs one- | Mich
day national strike on May 143 winaj
against the Employment Bill{The &
proposals Mr Murray declared { vited.
that the unions must not ‘allow
themselves-to be pushed by the
Tory ‘pariy’s. inadequacies’ mto
acceptm slmple,solutmns.

ok We Bo¥musl-leqrn the les-a
son -of - unify*-and | understang
that we ‘can ~only’ -assert; our 1B
rights and ' challenge ." inade-
quacy and ‘oppression- if we
stand together” he sard

na‘lwn. -3
~Mr Murrzy“ e
couptry's :

~
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By our Sport:
Staff »

The West Indian cricketers
staged a 10-minute sirike yes-
terday 1o protest -against the
umpiring_in the Second Test
against New Zealand in Christ-
church.

Clive Lloyd and his team re-
fused to take the field after
the tea interval in response to
umpire ‘Fred Goodall’s refusal

| to give the New Zealand cap

tain, Geoff Howarth, out caught
behind ‘the wicket.

The players eventually
emerged from their “locked
dressing room .and agreed to

was~dropped -after Qauomli carry._on _after, hurried _con:

oulcry a few years tgo_.’ >,

= Test cr1ckete

uas
men_
LA}
lea U
clai
“aide
Jand
cont
Mike
kickel
groun

sultations bet“een thelr man
ager, Wilkie Rodriguez, and
New Zealand officials. -

But they spent the rest of
the  day engaged in what’
looked . suspiciously like -a
work-to.rule, moving ~ slowly
and producmg an extraordin-
ary number “of wxde del‘lvenes
and bouncers, -

‘Not surpnsmgly, ﬂ1ey dld
not ‘take another wicket. ‘How-~ " La#
arth, 68 when the West Indies Ffused
thought - he ;was -out, finished bad
the day on 141 and New Zea-' repll
Jand - were - wel ln control o! _problé
the match. = : " addel

“The First Test, whcn New * havi
Zealand beal the West Indies lngs
for the_ first_time_in_ ]l years,




Department of Employment
Caxton House Tothill Street

' London SW1H 9N_A N ;
3 : Telephone 01-213 3000 wﬁ,kf
Sir Kenneth Barnes KCB ' A j(‘-",‘

Permanent Secretary 22 Februar‘y 1 980

PERSONAL, s ﬂ.
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Bernard Ingham Esqg
10 Downing Street
SW1

85

You may remember dropping me a
line at the end of January about
references in the press to the
unemployment figures which could
have been a leak.

With the February figures imminent,
you may like to know that I have
put round the attached reminder to
those who get advance copies of the
figures.

I look forward to having lunch.

e




CODE 18.77

Reference

SECURITY OF ECONOMIC STATISTICS

1 The February unemployment figures will be circulated

shortly and this is a reminder of the need to maintain

strict security.

2 Last month there were references in 'The Guardizan'

and 'The Mail' which gave grounds for concern. (See

attached extracts.)

3 Although intelligent outside commentators could have
guessed that the January figures would show a substantial
increase, the detailed reference to the increase of
Scottish school-leavers is striking even although this is
a regular occurrence and in no way confidential. It is

not the sort of point that we expect journalists to meke

without prompting.

X BARNES
22 February 1980
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. By MICEAEL EDWARDS
Industriol Editor

AN zlarming increase in
unemployment, taking
Britain'’s workless total -
towards 1,400,000, is ex-
pecled o be announced
today. R

- At the same time Job oppor-
iunities &t the labour
eéxchanges are diminishing
rapidly, 3 - .

The situation fs likely to
WOorsen over the coming
months as the recession
deeprns—and us the natisnal
steel sirike bites into indus-
try's productive and expaxt
capacity.

The Government will argus
that §t hae consistently
warned that excessive
deals can only leag t9
lengthening dole queues,

Czsual

Last month's workless total
of 1.325458 }as been inflatsq
by three factors - :

Firms have shed- casual
stafl taken on for the Carist-
mas spen3ding spree : =

Thousands of Scottish
schoo! leavers, vho tradition- .

 ally leave a term Jaler than

in Enzlarnd, have bien throwa
on to the labour market ;
And some emplovers havs
been forced to reduce thair
sLafl 10 ineet the cost of heavy
pay s2ttlements. R e
Job creation messures are -
at present keeping more thesw
230.000 off the dole—but this
fipure will drop as syme
temporary employvment
schemes are phaseg out.
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CABINET OFFICE
70 Whitehall, London swia 2as Tclcphonc o: 233 8319

From the Secretary of the Cabinet : Sir John Hunt GCB

Ref: A0177 11th September 1979

e

\\/\S

Security of Economic Statistics

Tim Lankester wrote to you on%}/d June setting out the arrangements
for protecting the confidentiality of certain key economic statistics before
publication. The same arrangements should now be applied to the new
Tax and Price Index.

The first issue of the index was published on 17th August. Advance
copies of future monthly issues will be circulated by the Central Statistical
Office to the same Ministers and their Permanent Secretaries as now
receive advance copies of the Retail Prices Index. The Ministers are:
the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Secretaries
of State for Employment, for Industry and for Trade. Copies will also go
to the Governor of the Bank of England, the Secretary of the Cabinet and
the Head of the Government Statistical Service.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries of all those
mentioned in the preceding paragraph.

SVt

(M, J, Vile)

A.M.W. Battishill, Esq
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 22 June
b

Security of Economic Statistics

You will be aware of the importance which is attached to the
avoidance of premature disclosure of key economic statistics
which could cause not only political embarrassment but also in
some circumstances speculation on the foreign and domestic
exchanges. The statistics involved are the trade figures, money
supply, unemployment, retail price index, earnings index and
the index of industrial production.

The Prime Minister therefore wishes to draw your Minister's
attention to the current strict arrangements for guarding
against the disclosure of these statistics in the usually short
period between their being available within Departments and
subsequent publication.

Pre-publication copies of the statistics are to be sent
by originating Departments to the following Ministers and their
Permanent Secretaries:-

Trade figures Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Trade and for Industry

Money supply Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer

Unemployment Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Employment and for
Industry

Retail price Prime Minister
index Chancellor of the Exchequer )
Secretaries of State for Employment for Industry
and for Trade i

/ Earnings
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Earnings Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretaries of State for Employment and for Trade

Industrial Prime Minister
production Chancellor of the Exchequer
Secretary of State for Industry

Copies should also go to the Governor of the Bank of England,
the Secretary of the Cabinet, the Head of the Government
Statistical Service, and the Chairman of the Board of Customs
and Excise (trade figures only).

Only those in paragraphs 3 and 4 above have discretion to
circulate figures to others in their Departments (whether
Ministers or officials) on a strictly 'need to know' basis.

No Press copies are to be released ahead of publication even
under embargo.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries of all
those mentioned in paragraphs 3 and 4.

A.M.W. Battishill, Esq.,
H.M. Treasury.

N9 {lq«’i.
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Security of Economic Statistics

In his minute of 13th June Mr. Stowe asked
us to provide a draft Privaté/Secretary letter
reminding those concerned about the importance of
this matter.

I attach a draft accordingly.

%

(John Hunt)

21st June, 1979
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DRAFT LETTER FROM THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER

Security of Economic Statistics

You will be aware of the importance which is
attached to the avoidance of premature disclosure of key
economic statistics which could cause not only political
embarrassment but also in some circumstances
speculation on the foreign and domestic exchanges. The
statisticd involved are the trade figures, money supply,
unemployment, retail price index, earnings index and
the index of industrial production.

7o The Prime Minister therefore wishes to draw
your Minister’'s attention to the current strict
arrangements for guarding against the disclosure of these
statistics in the usually short period between their being
available within Departments and subsequent publication.

3. Pre-publication copies of the statistics are to be
sent by originating Departments to the following Ministers
and their Permanent Secretaries:-

Trade figures Prime Minister, Chancellor

of the Exchequer,
Secretaries of State for
Trade and for Industry

Money supply Prime Minister, Chancellor

of the Exchequer

Unemployment Prime Minister, Chancellor

of the Exchequer,
Secretaries of State for

Employment and for Industry
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Retail price Prime Minister, Chancellor

index of the Exchequer,

Secretaries of State for
Employment, for Industry
and for Trade

Earnings Prime Minister, Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Secretaries
of State for Employment and
for Trade

Industrial Prime Minister, Chancellor

Production of the Exchequer, Secretary
of State for Industry

4. Copies should also go to the Governor of the Bank
of England, the Secretary of the Cabinet, the Head of the

Government Statistical Service, and the Chairman of the

Board of Customs and Excise (trade figures only).

B Only those in paragraphs 3 and 4 above have
discretion to circulate figures to others in their
Departments (whether Ministers or officials) on a strictly
'need to know' basis. No Press copies are to be released
ahead of publication even under embargo.

6. I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries

of all those mentioned in paragraphs 3 and 4.
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From the Principal Private Secretary

SIR JOHN HUNT

Security of Econonmic Statistics

Thank you for your minute of S5 June, which
I have shown to the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister is content with the
Present arrangements for confining the
distribution of key statistics to . the '
irreducible minimum. She would, however, think
it timely for her to issue a reminder, on the
setting up of the new Administration, of the
importance she and her colleagues attach to
security of these statistics. This could
perhaps best be done by a Private Secretary
letter: you may like to let us have a draft.

13 June 1979
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This minute seeks the Prime Minister's approval for the ‘continuance of

the current arrangements for protecting the confidentiality of certain key
economic statistics before publication. The sets of figures involved are
overseas trade, money supply, unemployment, retail prices index, earnings
and industxrial production index.

2. Last year there were a number of suspected leaks of certain of these
statistics in advance of publication. Because of the risks not only of political

embarrassment but also of speculation on the foreign and domestic exchanges we

tightened up the handling of these statistics and restricted their circulation in the

usually short period between them becoming available and the day of publication.
3% At present Permanent Secretaries of originating Departments (or the

Governor in the case of the money supply) are required to satisfy themselves

that those contributing to the preparation of the figures, or with access to them

are kept to an irreducible minimum.
s —

4. Pre-publication copies are sent only to the following Ministers and their
Permanent Secretaries:-

Trade figures Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretaries

of State for Trade and for Industry.

Money supply Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Unemployment Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretaries

of State for Employment and for Industry.

Retail Prices Index Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretaries

of State for Employment, for Industry and for Trade.
Earnings Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretaries
of State for Employment and for Trade.
Industrial Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretary

Production of State for Industry.
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5 Copies also go to the Governor of the Bank of England, the Head of the
Government Statistical Service, the Chairman of Customs and Excise (trade

figures only) and to me.

6. Only those in paragraphs 4 and 5 above have di scretion to circulate the

figures to others in their Departments (whether Ministers or officials) on a

strictly 'need to know' basis. No Press copies are released ahead of publication,
even under embargo.

CoF Of course, there is no practicable way of eliminating all leaks as a balance
has to be struck between minimising the risks and preserving the usefulness of
the advance figures, but the present very limited circulation lists, despite
inconveniences to a few individuals, have led to a considerable increase in
security and there have not to my knowledge been any recent serious leaks of
the figures.

8. I should be glad to know whether the Prime Minister is content for these

arrangements to continue.

5th June, 1979
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