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CUNFIDENTLAL

EM/87/059 .
<

PRTME MINISTER +) Agh.

Royal Navy Dut of Area Task Group Deployment :

Lid T34 ]
L. Gaorga Younger sent me a copy of hiz minute to yvou of
15 “Detober outlining plans to deploy a Royal Navy Task Group

to the Far EBast and hastralia im 1988.

2 Although I am told that there are a few minor details

cn the programme still to be resolwved by officials, I am

in principle strongly in favour of the deployment:. I hope
that it will be as successful as the last exercise of this
sort, "Global 86", from all points of view: diplomatic, naval
and sales.

3. I am sending copies of this minute to OO colleagues
and to Sir Robart Armstrong.

e

i

[BEOFFREY HOWE)

Forelgn and Commonwealth Office
21 October 1987
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MO 25/15V

PRIME MINISTER

ROYAL NAVY DEPLOYMENT 'OUTBACK 83'°

l. You will wish to be aware of plans to deploy a Royal Navy Task
Group, led by HMS ARE ROYAL, to the Far Bast and Australia in 1988.

——

B

2. The last such deployment, ‘Global 86', is generally agreed to have
been a great success from the naval, diplomatic and sales points of
view. Although another deployment next year is a little earlier than
might usually have been expected, the Royal Navy has received an
invitation to participate in an international naval review forming
part of the Australian bicentennial celebrationg, and I have

considered this to be of sufficient importance to justify bringing

forward the next deployment.

3. For financial and operational reasons, the scope of the deployment
is to be more modest than last year. It is planned that the Task
Group will consiat of HME AREK ROYAL, HMS EDINBURGH (a Type 42
Destroyer) and HMS SIRIUS (a Towed Arfgg-LeaﬁE;r class frigate),

o ——
supported by three Royal Fleet Auxiliaries. HMS SIRIUS has been

chosen because of the Australian connection, as it was a previous

SIRIUS which led the orfginal '"Firat Fleet' two centuries ago.

4, The timetable as proposed, which has been agreed between my
officials and those of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, provides
for visits to Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, Hong
Kong, China and Japan on the way out to Australia, with the FPleet

Review in Sydney in September; while on the return leg, visits to
India and Pakistan are being planned. In addition to these porkt
visits, the préa}amme has been built around the Five Powers Defence

CONFIDENTIAL
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Arrangement {(FPDA) maritime exercise STARFISH from 21st to 29th July
[ involving SIHRIUS); a major exercise with Brunei from lst to 4kh

September; and a FPDA integrated air defence aystems (IADS) exerclise

from 6th to Bth September (the last two involving ARE ROYAL and
EDINBURGH)}: In preparing the programme, we have tried to achieve a
balance between the diplomatic obijective of showing the British flag
in these parts of the world, the opportunity to promote defence sales
in potentially luerative countries; the chance to exercise with

friendly navies en route, and the need to maintain the operational

=

efficiency of the RN ships involved.

5« The programme as proposed avolds visits to countries where there
could be difficulties aver our policy of neither confirming nor
denying the presence on board of noclear weapons (there is not,
therefore, a visit planned to New Zealand). We would expect to use
where necessary the formuolae that were arrived at last yvear permitking
guccesaful ship visits to China and Japan, whilst India has ceased to
cause difficulties over this guestion.

6. I am sending copies of this minute to OD eolleagues and to Sir

(Y.

Robert Armstrong.

Ministry of Defence

I3 October 1987
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PRIME MINISTER
HMS ILLUSTRIOUS

¥You may have heard news reports that there
wasz a fire aboard HME Illustrious before she
was about to embark on a promotional tour.
Thare seems to have been a preblem in "the
gear box" (I didn"t know ships had them).

e ———

The fire took an hour to control but thare
e

were no casualties, Sabotage has besn ruled

———
S

UL ut thers wij1 be the usual 1nguiry.

The ship is returning to Portsmouth and will
e
have to pull out of the promotional tour.

—

N/

TTM FLESHER
3 April 1986




CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREE]

Fram the Private Sec
ram 1 irate Secrefary 16 Doctobar 1985

The Prime Minister has seen your
Eecretary of State's minubte of
15 October about plans to deploy a
Royal Navy Task Group to Asia and the
FPacific in 1986. Mrs. Thatcher has
agread to this proposal subject to the
views of the Foreign and Commonwealth
secretary.

1 am copying this letter to

len Appleyard (Foreign and Commonwealth
BEEI0e ] .

TIMOTHY FLESHER

Richard Mocttram Esg..
Ministry cf Defence.
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RN OUT OF AREA TASK GROUP DEFPLOYMENT 1986

You will wish ko be aware of plans to deploy a Royal Navy

Task Group, led by the carrier HMS ILLUSTRIOUS, to Asia and the

e S —
—

Pacific in 1986.

e
==

———

2 Periodic naval deployments beyond the NATO area are a
significant element of our out-of-area strategy and have been
referred to as such iIn successive Statements on the Defence
Estimates. They help to maintain and display our out-of-area
capability and to reinforce links with friendly armed forces.
In 1986 a number of events come together to provide a useful
opportunity to achleve these goals: a major US exercise in the

Pacific in May, the Royal Australian Navy's 75th Anniversary

Fleet Review in October, and a joint-Services opt-of-area

exercise that we are e planning to conduct in Oman in anember. A

Task Group would be able to participate in all of these as wull
as a number of other exercises, in particular the annual
exercises of the Five Power Defence Arrangements, cur major

defence commitment in the Par Bast. As well as these

operational aspects, however, a deployment would provide

CONFIDENTIAL
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opportunities for defence export promotions and for goodwill
visits to other important countries, both friendly and

non-aligned.

3 The last deployment of this nature, led by HMS INVINCIBLE,
occurrced in 1983/74. It successfully achieaved most of its goals
but you will recall that it ran into much-publicised difficulty,
first when INVINCIBLE was unable to dry-dock in Australia for
repairs, second when the Japanese effectively rejected a wvisit
by the Group - in both cases the Governments concerned Felt ouor
policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear

weapons to be unacceptable for domestic reasons.

4., These issues have not gone away but Australia now locks much
less of a problem following a tri-lateral Australia-UE-US
agreement reached after the INVINCIBLE episode. The position of

Japan 18 8till not resolved though we are discussing possible

arrangements with them. The present policy of Mr Lange's

government in New Zealand makes a visit there impossible at the
moment; and, while they are looking for a way out of the
conseguences of thelr poliecy with both ourselves and the
americans, the prospects are not promising. Lastly China
blocked a US ship visit in May this year because of the nuclear
weapons issue, and more recently we have heard that Rajiv Gandhi

18 considering a ban on visits to India by all vessels that

e ——

might be carrying nuclear weapons, so RN visits to these

e I

countries may also be in guestion,

COMFIDENTIAL
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I The exclusion of visits to Japan, New Zealand, China and

India would not affect the main structure of the prmpﬂseﬂ.

e —

programma as in the attached outline, around which a full and

. il
worthwhile deployment can in any event be moulded,
Nevertheless, these countries are important enough in their own

right to be considered for inclusion in the programme if this

_— —

became possible. Moreover, the press and the world at large,

recalling the diffieculties during the last deployment, are
likely to focus attention at least initially on our handling of
the nuclear weapons question and the countries involved 1in it.
Indeed, the deployment itself may have influence on the issue
which has to some extent snowballed since the 1983/84
deployment. While problems and bad publicity for another group
deployment could perhaps worsen matters, not to go ahead would
be to give up the lssue as lost already. It would alsc forge a

possibly valuable chance to use the deployment itself to press

gsome of the countries to change their puiﬁézés in a way
acceptable to us. The Auostralian arrangement reached after the
INVINCIBLE docking saga in 1983 is an example, and there are
some signa that the prospect of a deployment in 1986 1s having a

good effeect in New Zealand and Japan.

6. The need for HMS ILLUSTRICUS to sail round Cape Horn - she

—- —r

cannok pass through the Panama Canal - and s0 transit waters

claimed by the Htgentige& could be a source of political
r S - ——
friction. But the claim, for a territorial sea of 200 nautical

- _—

= e

miles, does not affect freedom of navigation or of alir traffic.

S

e ——— i S— _—

CONFIDENTIAL
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We sould thereafore be able to justify, 1f necesgary, the route

taken, both on legal and practical grounds.

R e -

o The Poreign Secretary and I are firmly of the view that we

ghould go ahead with another deployment in 1986, We have drawn

up a suitable programme and shall shortly start making
arrangements with the countries i1nvolved. We have omitted the

four difficult countries from thie programme, but we have left

e — e

e

room for wvisits to them if we can sﬁEEEEEEUiI?'prﬁEE them in the

p— -
i i

meantime to change their policies in a way acceptable to us.

Ba A copy of this minute goes to the Foreign and Commonwealth

secretary.

ng*

Ministry of Defence

Loth October 1985
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AHHNEX A

EN OOT OF AREA TASE GROUP DEPLOYMENT 1986: OUTLINE FROGRAMME

Composition: 1 CV5S (HMS ILLUSTRIOQUS)

Itinerary
TN ——

— i

April

May/June

3 modern DODSFF

3 RFAs

Depact UK

Transit PANAMA CANAL (CVS via Cape Horn in company with

SOUTHLANT group)

Vislt SAN DIEGO in preparation for major exercise with

U8 Pacifie Fleat

Elements wvisit VANCOUVER for EXPO 86

Major exercise with US Pacific Fleet

Visit HAWAII (post-exercise debrief and missile firings)

{1 DD/FF only) Visit SOUTH KOREA: [JAPAN]: [CHINA]

Rejoin main Group at HONG KONG

[Exercise with Japanese MSDF?]

Visit HONG KOHG, THAILAND, BRUNEI (REM eaxercise)

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL
Visit SINGAPORE (assisted maintenance period)
MALAYSIA

FEDA oexarcises

September [BDE/FF only) Visit INDONESIA,; PAPUA-NEW GUIMEA
Rejoin main Group
Visit BRISBANE
Exercise with ARustralian [and New Zealand] Kavies in
Tasman Sea

[Elements visit New Zealand]

Cctober Vieit SYDNEY (Fleet Review)
Exercigse with Australian Navy
CVS + 1 DD/FF wieits FPREMANTLE; 2 DD/FF wvisit

ADELAIDE for 8. Australian 150th anniversary

Hovembar Visit [INDIA] PAKISTAN

Participate in OOA exercise off OMAN

December Transit SUEZ CANAL (in company with returning ARMILLA

Fatral)

Arrive in ODE

CONFIDENTIAL
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PMINISTRY COF XEFENCE
PAA I BUILDING WHITEMALL LONDON 5%
Telephane 0ri- SR ¥09X 218 11 1-1,."3

18th January 1980

SHORT-TERM ROYAL NAVY DEPLOYMENTS

You spoke to Jonathan Dawson here this morning about the
stories in today's press of some Royal Navy deployments. It
may be helpful if I confirm in this letter what he told you.

My Secretary of State agreed on Tuesday evening of
this week that, subject to advance notification to FCO
officials, three frigates from the Task Group currently
deploying to the Western Atlantic and Caribbean should be
moved into the Mediterranean and that HMS INTREFPID should follow.
Advance notification was accordingly given to FCO officlals
(and to the Cabinet Office), and defensive press briefing - 1
attach a copy of the question and answer brief - was
agreed between FCO and MOD officials. You will note that
the defensive press line was circumspect.

My Secretary of State approved these short-term
changes in Nawval deployments in order not to comstrain
the ability of Ministers collectively to consider whether,
in the light of the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's
report on his current overseas tour, any major redeployments
would be appropriate for foreign policy reasons. The
move also helped to sustain Western force levels in the
Mediterranean which had been reduced considerably following
the decision of the United States to move the nuclear-powered
alrcraft carrier USS NIMITZ and supporting warships to the
Indian Ocean.

A "

M 0'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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We have no knowledge here (no background press
briefings on the subject having been requested or given)
how the stories in today's press could have arisen -
the story in the Guardian in particular seems entirely
apeculative.

I am sending copies of this letter to George Walden
(FCO and Martin Vile (Cabinet Office).

Tt

(B M NORBURY)
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