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9 November, 1988
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On my return to Delhi I take this earliest opportunity
to convey to you my thanks for sparing the time to receive
me on a Sunday evening, when you were so occupied with

preparations for your visit to Poland.

I have conveyed to my Prime Minister the kind
sentiments you expressed and your assurance to deal firmly

with the Sikh terrorists in the United Kingdom.

May I add, that the statement made by Lord Young
in this regard at the Indo-British Annual Dinner on 31st

October, 1988 has been greatly appreciated by all of

us.

Jor i

5 2 G &

Rt. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister of U.K.

10 Downing Street

London
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary

October 1988

PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH THE INDIAN MINISTER OF COMMERCE

The Prime Minister had a meeting this afternoon with the
Indian Minister of Commerce. Mr. Dinesh Singh was accompanied
by the Indian High Commissioner. His card of entry was a
fairly tenuous message from Mr. Gandhi of which I enclose a
copy .

Mr. Singh explained that his Prime Minister felt it would
be useful for Mrs. Thatcher to have a political perspective on
Indo/British relations since it was now over a year since the
two of them had met. Within India there were reports that
opposition groups getting together in advance of the
elections. But this was largely an alliance of convenience
and there was no common programme. The majority of voters
were satisfied with what Rajiv Gandhi had achieved and would
support him. Mr. Singh continued that Mr. Gandhi had been
very impressed by the degree of support enjoyed by the Prime
Minister which suggested she would remain in office for very
many years. He would like to use the continuity of leadership
in both countries to establish relations on a firmer basis.
Our relations should be a model of association between a
former colony and a former mother country. He himself had
seen relations between Britain and India go up and down in
intensity over the years. He sincerely believed there were
better opportunities now than ever before to establish them on
firm foundations.

Mr. Singh continued that it would help in achieving this
if we could remove remaining irritants. While cooperation
against Sikh terrorists was good at the technical level, there
was still a problem of perception in India that Britian was
not doing everything it could to deal with this problem.

It sometimes seemed that all those who were opposed to the
Indian government found a haven in Britain. There was the
problem of money being collected in certain Sikh temples,
ostensibly for charitable purposes but actually going to
support terrorist organisations. The Indian government hoped
that there could be some investigation of this perhaps by the
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to strengthen its effectivenes ~terrorism. Other
measures which seemed to the Indian authorities to be relevant
to the problem were the steps being taken against terrorists'
finances and the ban on direct access to the broadcast media
by certain named organisations. He hoped that we could look
further at all these points.

The Prime Minister said that she was grateful for
Mr. Gandhi's message. We greatly admired what he had achieved
in India and the remarkable standing which he enjoyed abroad.
She very much welcomed the aim of improving relations. This
was best done by basing them on mutual respect and mutual
interests and freeing them from complexes left over from the
past. As she had made clear in her recent speech at the
Institute of Indian Culture, we were determined to deal firmly
with terrorism. Her impression was that there had been a
decline in the activities of Sikh terrorist groups in the
United Kingdom.

She would shortly be giving an interview to
the Times of India to explain our policies. The provisions of
the Prevention of Terrorism Act were of course applicable to
Sikh terrorists, as were measures taken to deal with
terrorists' finances. She would look into the point about
fund raising at Sikh temples: but it would be necessary to be
able to produce evidence that such money was indeed going to
support terrorist purposes. The recent measure on access to
the broadcast media had been designed to deal with a specific
problem: the repugnance felt in this country at seeing
representatives of Irish organisations which supported
terrorism appearing on television and radio to justify acts of
violence. To extend such a ban to Sikh organisatsions would
have virtually no practical effect since there were hardly any
acts of Sikh terrorism in this country. But it would make the
whole issue of our cooperation with India against Sikh
extremists more politically contentious. That would be
counter productive. The Prime Minister continued that
supporters of Sikh terrorism had been put under considerable
pressure in India as a result of the tactics pursued by
Mr. Gandhi. Her impression was that they now enjoyed much
less support. Nonetheless we would continue to keep a very
careful eye on their activities in the United Kingdom and
consider whether any further steps were necessary.

The Prime Minister added that we attached great
importance to the celebrations of the centenary of Nehru's
birth. We hoped that Mr. Gandhi would come here in the course
of the year on an official visit. She would herself like to
pay a visit to India at some point. There was a great deal of
the country which she had not yet seen. Mr. Singh said that
this would be very welcome to the Indian government.

We have subsequently told the press that the Prime
Minister had a friendly discussion with Mr. Singh of ways to
improve the bilateral relations between Britain and India in
the course of which Mr. Singh handed over a warm message from

CONFIDENTIAL
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Prime Minister Gandhi. We have declined to confirm stories
that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss Sikh terrorism
but said that it was naturally one of the issues covered.

I am copying this letter to Philip Mawer (Home Office),
Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and Industry) and Trevor
Woolley (Cabinet Office).

(C. D. POWELL)

R. N. Peirce, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL




PRIME MINISTER

MEETING WITH THE INDIAN MINISTER OF COMMERCE

You have agreed to see the Indian Minister of Commerce,

Mr. Dinesh Singh, on Sunday evening. He will be accompanied
S e e —.

by the Indian High Commissioner. Mr. Singh is reportedly

bearing a message for you from Mr. Gandhi. He wants to

Ty e
explore your attitude to India and find out how you see the
———————y

possibility for re-establishing close and friendly relations.

o TR z - A e :
I strongly suspect this is a piece of private initiative

designed to boost the standing of Mr. Singh. It is thought

that he may also suggest that the recent ban on access to the
broadcast media by Sinn Fein and the UDA should be extended to

Sikh extremists.

—

You will want to speak about our willingness to cooperate in

dealing with Sikh extremists. You will be" giving an interview
——

to a major Indian newspaper shortly setting out what we are

doing. But thé measure taken on broadcasting access is

designed to deal with a specific problem: the repugnance

it

péople in this country feel at seeing representatives of Irish

terrorist organisations appearing on TV and radio to justify

acts of terrorism. To extend such a ban to Sikh organisations

would have no practical effect since there are virtually no

Sikh terrorist acts in this country. But it would make the

whole issue of our cooperation with India against Sikh
terrorists more politically contentious. In short it would in

all likelihood be counter-productive.

=

A
CHARLES POWELL V>
28 October 1988
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28 October 1988
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Call by Indian Minister of Commerce: Sunday, 30 October

The Prime Minister has agreed to see the Indian Minister
of Commerce, Dinesh Singh, on Sunday 30 October at 2045 hours.
Mr Singh will b&IW THE UK to attend the annual dinner of the
Indo-British Association on 31 October at which the UK Guest
of Honour will be Lotd Young. He will call on the Foreign
Secretary on Tuesday, —I'Nbvember and on Lord Young at 1515
hours on Monday, 31 October.

We understand from our High Commission in New Delhi that
the purpose of Dinesh Singh’s request to call on the Prime
Minister is to delIiVér a Message from the Indian Prime
Minister and to explore, at Rajiv Gandhi s request, the Prime
Minister s attitude to India and how she sees the
possibilities for re-establishing close and friendly relations
between India and the UK. In practice, his real aim will
almost certainly be to-discuss Sikh extremism, following the
Prime Minister’s recent exchange of letters with Rajiv Gandhi
(her letter to Mr Gandhi of 7 July, and Mr Gandhi’s reply of
23 September, both attached). He may in particular want to
touch on the possibility of extan;ng_;g_S;kh_g;ggn1sat10ns
the restrictions on Irish extremists’ access to the broadcast
media annouficed last week - we know that these have caught
Mr Gandhi’s eye.

On the general subject of bilateral relations, the Prime
Minister could welcome the evidence of a return to a more
normal rhythm of contacts. Points she could touch on include:

- pleasure at Mr Rasgotra’s app01ntment and arrival (she saw
him on 26 September)%

her speech to the Institute of Indian Culture on 24 October,
with its strong denunciation of terrorism, which attracted
favourable comment in the Indian press;

the prospect of a visit by Lord Young to India next February
(Dinesh Singh is expected to agree dates for a meeflng then
of the Indo-British Economic Committee during his present
visit) ;




|

- our willingness to cooperate to the full with the Indian
Government in their Pplans for celebrating the Nehru
Centenary year, starting next month; and

#

the satisfactory state of our cooperation with the Indian
Government over Sikh extremism, and the prospect of action
to address terrorist funding in the new Prevention of
Terrorism Act.

If Mr Singh (who, despite his name, is not a Sikh) does
raise the question of denying Sikh extremists access to the
broadcast media, the Foreign Secretary suggests that she take
the line that exceptional action was taken in this case only
with the greatest reluctance and to deal with what had become
an urgent domestiCT problem following recent terrorist
outrages. It in no way indicated any lack of concern about
the major threat posed by Sikh extremism. The measures were
kept to the minimum and were narrowly focused. They affect
only access to broadcast media, and only Irish organisations.
This is not because we regard Irish terrorists as more evil
than others, but because the specific problem being addressed
exists only in the case of Irish terrorism. To take measures
in r&Tation to Sikh organisations which would inevitably
attract public attention and criticism here would serve no
useful purpose, and would risk making our wider cooperation
over Sikh extremism politically contentious - which is no more
in the Indian interest than it is in ours.

Mr Singh may also refer to our bilateral trade, and
possibly express concern over the imbalance; last year,
British exports to India totalled £1089 million while Indian
exports amounted to only £537 million.” The Prime Minister
could point out that, for thé past three years, the gap has
been closing; in the first half of this year Indian exports
have been growing at around 13%, while our own this year have
increased by only 4%. Moreover our exports of diamonds (to be
processed for re-export) and aid funded business accounted for
well over half the apparent imbalance. =y

I also attach a background@mete-an Dinesh Singh.

I am sending copies of this letter to Philip Mawer at the
Home Office and Neil Thornton at the DTI.

4

G LN

(J S wall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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SINGH, DINESH

Union Minister of Water Resources since February 1988.

Born 1925 in Uttar Pradesh, a Rajput and the son of
Raja Avadhesh Singh of Kalakankar, an active Congress
sympathiser in the years before Independence. Educated at
the Doon School. Became Nehru's assistant private secretary
in 1947 and, after undertaKing diplomatic assignments in
London and Paris, became Nehru's private secretary. Elected
to the Lok Sabha 1957 and was a Deputy Minister for External
Affairs from 1962 - 1966. In 1967 he achieved Cabinet rank
under Mrs Gandhi With his appointment as Minister of Commerce
and from 1969-70 was Minister for External Affairs.
Mrs Gandhi appointed Singh Minister of Industrial Development
and Internal Trade in 1970 and he was a member of her inner
circle or "kitchen cabinet". However, he was sacked in 1971,
and although the reasons for this remain unclear, it could
have been the result of a private feud with Mrs Gandhi or of
too much political ambition.

Following his dismissal Singh became increasingly critical
of Mrs Gandhi and in 1973 faced disciplinary action by Congress'
central leadership. He apologised and was saved, but in 1977
he was one of the first Congress leaders to cross to the Janata
Party after Mrs Gandhi's electoral defeat. He was immediately
rewarded with a seat in the Rajya Sabha, but despite good
relations with Morarji Desai was not given ministerial
responsibility. TTf%E‘EBid he worked behind the scenes in
Mrs Gandhi's attempts to topple Desai and when she was
re-elected in 1980 Singh was taken back into Congress and
retained his Rajya Sabha seat. 1In 1984 he was rewarded for
his renewed lS?%TF?‘WTtH‘E‘safe Lok Sabha seat but Rajiv Gandhi
consistently passed him over for ministerial appointment.
However, in March 1987 Gandhi sent Singh to Colombo as his
special emissary to help resolve the Tamil ethnic problem.
Singh was then the first to speak out publicly against the
then Defence Minister V P Singh (qv), a fellow Uttar Pradesh
Rajput, for his role in the Fairfax affair.

Although Singh's contributions to Sri Lanka and Fairfax
were not especially significant in themselves, they clearly
contributed to his rehabilitation and appointment to Water
Resources in Gandhi's February 1988 ministerial reshuffle.
Despite his years away from tR& ¢abinet, Singh can still
offer considerable experience and he is an astute politician.
He is also the ideal candidate—toU TOURtEYr the threat posed
by his fellow UP Rajput, V P Singh (qv). Although Singh
is last in the Cabinet's I1St of precedence and the water
resources portfolio will not put him close to Gandhi, the
effects of the drought will give Singh the opportunity to
take decisive action in an area which will grow in
importance as the effects of the prolonged drought increase.

CONFIDENTIAL
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It is now some nine months since we personally discussed

our security co-operation against the threat From Sikh
extremists. There have subsequently been two good and
productive meetings of our security experts, and our security
liaison seems to be working well. 'The professionalism of
your operation to dislodge armed militants from the Golden

Temple is much admired here.

Nonetheless there is no doubt that the dangers posed by
extremists remain acute and I am determined that everything
possible should be done to ensure that our joint and several
efforts against them are as effective as possible. I have
therefore taken the opportunity offered by Sir David
Goodall's return to London to have a thorough talk about the
current state of our security co-operation and, as a result,
I am asking him to put to you one or two further suggestions
as to how it can be made more effective. I shall also ask
him to explain our proposals for new legislation. These are
designed to enable us to get at terrorist funds, which are of
course a major concérn in the context of Cundraising by Sikh
extremists in this country. Sir David has a great deal of
experience of security matters, on which he has worked
closely with me and I think you will find it very helpful to

have a personal word with him.




May I take the opportunity to send you and your wicfe

warm personal good wishes.

//wd, /u,L/’/ va(/)/
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Shri Rajiv Gandhi




PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
September 23, 1988

Dear Prime Minister,

I was glad to receive your letter of the 7th July, conveying your

determination to intensify efforts to counter Sikh terrorism.

Our operation to dislodge terrorists from the Golden Temple was
a success. It also provided additional evidence of the sustenance Sikh

terrorists receive from abroad.

1
NED UNDER SECTION 2
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS AC| |

Str—David—Goodall briefed me on the steps you have in mind

5

for further enhancing our cooperation in security matters and in

demonstrating our common resolve in tackling Sikh terrorism. [ welcome

your proposed initiatives.

[ have asked High Commissioner Rasgotra to exchange some ideas

with you on possible preventive actions in regard to terrorist activities




planned from or committed on British soil. I look forward to maintaining
our dialogue with a view to continuously reviewing and enhancing our
cooperation in the security field.

With good wishes to you and Mr. Thatcher.

/‘:

ours sincerely,

The Rt. Hon'ble Margaret Thatcher
Prime Minister of Britain
London
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TO IMMEDIATE FCO
TELNO 1188

OF 2807152 OCTOBER 88

CONFIDENTIAL

FCO TELNO 929: NORTHERN IRELAND: RESTRICTIONS ON ACCESS
TO THE MEDIA

SUMMARY

1. REASONABLY HELPFUL PRESS COMMENT WHICH MAY PROVE
USEFUL IN THE CONTEXT OF DINESH SINGH'S VISIT.

DETAIL

2. TODAY'S HINDUSTAN TIMES CARRIES A LEADER (TEXT IN MIFT)
WHICH EXPRESSES DOUBTS ABOUT THE MEDIA RESTRICTIONS AND ANY
DILUTION OF THE QUOTE RIGHT OF SILENCE UNQUOTE BUT

CONCEDES THAT THE MEASURES MAY BE NECESSARY ON A

TEMPORARY BASIS.

3. THE HINDUSTAN TIMES IS BROADLY SYMPATHETIC TO=- AND,

HAS INFLUENCE ON =-THE GOI. ITS EMPHASIS ON THE

DIFFICULTIES WHICH SURROUND IMPLEMENTATION OF HMG'S CURRENT
AND PROPOSED MEASURES MAY BE USEFUL IN COUNTERING ANY
SUGGESTION BY DINESH SINGH (OUR TELNO 1170) THAT THEY BE
EXTENDED TO SIKH TERRORISM,

GOODALL

DISTRIBUTION

MAIN 96

«.INDIA: SIKH ISSUE PS/LORD GLENARTHUR
LIMITED PS/MR EGGAR

SAD ' PS/MR WALDEGRAVE
RID PS /MRS CHALKER

SCD PS/PUS

PUSD MR GILLMORE
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CONFIDENTIAL covering SECRET

CALL BY INDIAN COMMERCE MINISTER, MR DINESH SINGH ON THE
SECRETARY OF STATE AT 1700 HOURS ON TUESDAY, 1 NOVEMBER

Objectives

- To emphasise the importance we attach to our existing and
planned cooperation on Sikh terrorism, and discourage
unrealistic new demands (notably for action on access to

the media by Sikh organisations).

- To encourage Singh to focus on the positive side of Indo-
British exchanges.

- To mention briefly residual evidence of a defence trade

embargo.

Points to Make

General

-~ Pleased you were able to see Prime Minister on Sunday
[further briefing to follow].

- If confirmed: ([Glad you were able to agree dates with

Lord Young for Indo-British economic talks in New Delhi next
February.]

- Welcome evidence of a more normal rhythm of contacts in
recent months (Simon Glenarthur in April, Natwar-Singh and
Mr Tiwari in June, Lord Chancellor in August) Glad I was
able to meet President Venkataraman at President Zia’s
funeral, and Narasimha Rao at UNGA.

- Pleased at appointment of Mr Rasgotra. Prime Minister

has seen him. So have I (twice). Glad Mr Gandhi was able

CONFIDENTIAL covering SECRET
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to see Sir D Goodall on 29 August, and that he seems to
share my impression that our relations are set on a smoother

course.

Sikhs

- Recognise depth of your concern about Sikh extremism.
Doing everything we can to help. Our 100% record of
conviction or arrest pending trial in every serious case of
Sikh extremist related crime in UK has had salutary
deterrent effects. Prime Minister looks forward to
underlining our views publicly in Times of India interview
soon.

- Will continue to keep Indian Government closely informed
on progress of proposals to tackle funding of international
terrorism.

Ban on Irish extremist access to broadcast media

If raised:
- Exceptional measure taken very reluctantly to address

urgent problem. Measures kept to minimum, and very tightly
focused - only broadcast media, only Irish organisations.

- Not because Irish terrorists more evil than Babbar Khalsa
(or indeed Abu Nidhal) - but specific problem only exists in
Irish case.

- 1984 Chauhan interview does not demonstrate the need for
fresh action now - it proves the opposite. Unobtrusive
action taken then by us and Indian High Commission has been
successful in preventing any repetition in the last four
years. "If it ain’t broke don’t fix it."™ To extend the

CONFIDENTIAL covering SECRET
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latest measures to Sikhs would attract public criticism,

would serve no useful purpose and could risk making our

wider cooperation politically contentious.

Trade and Embargo

- Bilateral trade in good repair: over f£1.5 billion in two

way trade last year.

- (If raised) Trade gap has been closing for past 3 years.

Indian exports have been growing at around 13% while our own
this year have increased by only 4%. And our exports of
diamonds (for processing and re-export) and aid funded
business accounted for well over half the apparent imbalance
- neither a burden on Indian balance of payments.

- But disturbed still to be getting complaints from UK

firms about discrimination against Britain in award of

contracts, mostly in defence sector - despite assurances

that earlier embargo has been lifted.

- fTrust these incidents represent no more than failures of
communication, and hope they can be sorted out quickly,

before they do real damage to our relations.
- Britain still largest single investor in India, and third

in league table of new investment. Rumours of

discrimination a serious deterrent to new investment.

CONFIDENTIAL covering SECRET
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CALL BY INDIAN COMMERCE MINISTER, MR DINESH SINGH:
1500 HOURS ON TUESDAY, 1 NOVEMBER

Relevant papers

- Prime Minister’s message of 7 July and Mr Gandhi’s reply
of 23 September.

- New Delhi telno 949 (Sir D Goodall’s meeting with
Mr Gandhi on 29 August).

- New Delhi telno 1170 (Sir D Goodall’s meeting with Dinesh
Singh on 26 October).

- New Delhi telno 1171 ("Times of India" report, reflecting
official briefing, about Dinesh singh’s visit and the
question of access to the media for Sikh groups).

Background

1. The original reason for Dinesh Singh’s visit to London
was to attend the annual dinner of the Indo-British
Association on 31 October, at which Lord Young will be the

chief British guest. Minister of State Natwar-Singh, who is

passing through London, is also expected to be present.

2. He has, however, also been charged with a personal
message from Rajiv Gandhi to the Prime Minister, which he is
to deliver on 30 October. His stated objective is "to
explore her attitude to India and her intentions in regard
to Sikh extremism". It is clear that in Rajiv Gandhi’s eyes

our relations continue to be focused on this one issue.

CONFIDENITAL covering SECRET
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3. Singh may well be tasked to explore the possibility of
extending the ban on access to the broadcast media by Irish
extremist organisations to Sikh extremist organisations.

The news of the Home Secretary’s announcement featured
prominently in the Indian press, and we know that it caught
Rajiv Gandhi’s eye. The Indian High Commission here appear
from our contacts with them to have played a helpful role in
trying to moderate the expectations of the Ministry of
External Affairs on this score.

Trade and the Embargo
4. The main specific result expected from Dinesh Singh’s

call on Lord Young is agreement on a meeting next February
of the Indo-British Economic Committee, which has not met
since September 1985 (it should meet every 18 months). The
meeting would be in Delhi, and would be jointly chaired by
Dinesh Singh and Lord Young.

5. The recent award to British Rail Engineering of a
contract worth £24 million for the Punjab Coach Factory is
our most important mixed credit success since Mrs Gandhi’s
death, and negotiations are just beginning on the second
stage of the Rihand II super thermal power project (though
relations between the customer, NTPC, and the British
contractor, GEC, are not good, and the way ahead does not

look very smooth).

6. We have had repeated high level assurances that the
embargo on doing business in the defence sector with British
companies imposed this spring has been lifted. But there
are disturbing reports from a number of companies claiming
that they continue to encounter difficulties, claimed in
some cases to result from a newly imposed "buy British last"
policy. 1In one such case, the firm involved was not in the

defence sector. These cases are starting to attract

CONFIDENTIAL covering SECRET
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Parliamentary attention, and it would be worth drawing
Dinesh Singh’s attention to the need to sort the problem out
now. He is not the responsible Minister, but would be a

useful ally.

CONFIDENTIAL covering SECRET







PRIME MINISTER

I understand that the Indian Commerce Minister asked you

if he could come and see you when you were at the Bhavan

on Monday night. We have now had a call from the Foreign
Office about this. Your diary this week really is horrific
and it is impossible to find a slot for him unless we cancel
something else. Charles did say that you had mentioned

the weekend but I think that you already have a lot on with
speech writing on Saturday and Sunday and a very busy week
ahead. I understand from the Foreign Office that they had
already explained the difficulties to him about finding

a time, before he saw you. Content for me to go back and

explain that it really is very difficult to fit this in?

(TESSA GAISMAN)

26 October 1988




PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
October 24, 1988.

Dear Prime Minister,

I take the opportunity of the visit to London by Minister

Dinesh Singh, to send you my warm regards and good wishes.

I hope that you will be able to spare some time to receive
him. He will convey to you our thinking on measures for further

improving our bilateral cooperation.

/e sne—
P LS

%“\/ ) ;”f’\ -~

¥

Yourl sincerely,

The Rt. Hon'ble Margaret Thatcher,
Prime Minister of Britain,
London




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

5 February 1980

Demw Michasl;

Cancellation of Visit by Indian Commerce
Minister

Your letter of 18 February recorded
that Mr Mukherjee had cancelled his visit
to the UK. I now attach a letter of
apology from Mr Mukherjee to the Prime
Minister which has been forwarded through
our High Commission in New Delhi.

jr‘WVJ (%ad
et
(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
LONDON
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

As I have already menti
3! we h“VO heh.i

the telephone
Acting High
will not be
end of the montl
Dr. Singh's

J
Stuart

R.M.J. Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




Dr. I. P. Singh
Acting High Commissioner

INDIA HOUSE, ALDWYCH
LONDON, W.C.2

No.LON/COM/212/14/79 February 18, 1980

e~

~.J

Dear Prime Minister, !

I am writing to you in continuation of my letter
dated January 30, 1980. We were informed by your
office that while you were not in a position to find
time to inaugurate the Indian Trade Fair at Burmingham,
you had very kindly agreed to receive Shri Pranab Kumar
Mukher jee, Minister of Commerce, in the afternoon of
February 26, 1980.

2 I have just been informed by the Government of
India that owing to certain pressing preoccupations,
Shri Mukherjee's presence will be required in India

at that time and, therefore, he would not be in a
position to come to the United Kingdom. I would like

to express our most sincere apologies for the incon-
venience caused by the inability of Shri Mukherjee to
call on you. I do hope that when he visits this country

in the near future, he would have the honour of being
received by you.

W

With assurances of my highest consideration,

Yours sincerely,
/

(I. P. Singh)

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher,
Prime Minister,

10, Downing Street,

London, SW-1.
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18 Seen vour lette
Mr. Pranab Kumar
3 country She has

for 30 minutes
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] ‘uary. [ should be
gra a short brief for this meeting
to reach this office not later than Monday
25 February.
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MICHAEL ALEXANDER

R.M.J. Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Indian Commerce Minister: Request to call on the Prime Minister

o

The Indian High Commission have put in a request for a
courtesy call by the Indian Minister of Commerce, Mr Pranab
Kumar Mukherjee, on the Prime Minister at any convenient
time on Wednesday, 27 February, or at about 5.30 - 6.00
on Tuesday 26 February.

Mr Mukherjee will be in the UK to attend the Indian
Trade Fair which is to be held at the National Exhibition Centre
in Birmingham from 2 to 6 March., You will recall that your
letter of 31 January to Stuart Hampson asked whether the
Secretary of State for Trade would be available to inaugurate
the Fair, since the Prime Minister would not be able to
accept the invitation from the Indian High Commission to do so.

We would not normally recommend that the Prime Minister
should receive a visiting Minister of Commerce, despite the
fact that (as the Indian High Commission have pointed out to
us) he is the first Cabinet Minister of the new Indian Govern-
ment to visit the UK. There are, however, two reasons why the
Prime Minister might wish to consider receiving Mr Mukherjee
on this occasion:-

(a) the gesture would help to demonstrate to
Mrs Gandhi the importance we attach to India,
at a time when we are trying to keep the
Indians from straying too far towards the
Russians over Afghanistan;

Mr Mukherjee also holds the Steel and Mines
portfolio (pending further Cabinet appointments).
Davy International are currently competing for
the construction of a new steel plant in India;
the project is worth over £1 billion (of which
about £500 million could come to the UK), and a
decision may be taken soon. As Minister for
Steel as well as Commerce, Mr Mukherjee will play
an important role in the final decision. A

word in season from the Prime Minister could
stand us in good stead.

If, however, the Prime Minister decides that she cannot
receive Mr Mukherjee, Lord Carrington will be available and
willing to see him,

I am copying this letter to Peter Stredder (DOI) and

rrosstnart
RESTRICTED
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to Stuart Hampson (Department of Trade).

w
R Ly

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

D

Mike Pattison Esq
10 Downing Street
LONDON
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7o ~ALL CY PRIME 7 INISTER,
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 26 September

I attach a self-explanatory
exchange of correspondence between
the Indian High Commission and this

1

office. I do not know whether you

have received a similar request.

Paul Lever Esq
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 26 September 1 979

Thank you for your letter of
26 September addressed to caroline Stephens,
who is away from the office at present. I
am afraid that the Prime Minister's other
commitments make it impossible for her to
see the Minister for Commerce and Civil

Supplies. I am SO sorry that 1 have to
send you a disappointing reply.

Mr N N Khanna
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oomme ree DEPARTMENT,
A INDIA HOUSE,

TELEPHONE: 01-836 8484 EXT. D ALDWYCH,

TeLEGRAMS: HICOMIND, LONDON, W.C.2. LONDON, W.C.2.
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