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10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWIA 2AA
3 April 1987

From the Private Secretary

beos  Cedt

The Prime Minister has seen your letter to
Andy Bearpark here of 27 March, together with the
attachments and the background note setting out the current
position on the spread of meningococcal meningitis.

The Prime Minister has looked through your progress
report carefully. She appreciates the difficulties there
have been in dealing with the problem, and was pleased to
note the positive and determined approach which your
Minister and her colleagues have been taking.

I am copying this letter to Chris de Grouchy
(Department of Education and Science), Andy Rinning
(Scottish Office) and John Shortridge (Welsh Office).

\/
.- &S

Moun Felalsre

Mark Addison

G.H. Langsdon, Esq.,
Department of Health and Social Security.




PRIME MINISTER

Baroness Trumpington wanted to let you know the up to date

position on the incidence of meningitis. The attached letter

from DHSS provideérgil you need to know. The press cuttings

and factual background note provide more information if

you wish to glance through them.

Baroness Trumpington has clearly not been having an easy
time of it, and has been coming in for a good deal of criticism

from the local press. Most of the complaints seem to allege

inadequate Government support for research, though DHSS

have done what they can to speed things ﬁp, as well as draw
attention to the fact that research has to be properly targetted,

and on the right tracks, before it can do anybody any good.

Agree that I should tell Baroness Trumpington's office that
you have looked through her progress report carefully, that
you appreciate the difficulties of dealing with this problem
at present, and you have been pleased to note the positive

and determined approach Baroness Trumpington has been taking.

M‘W Aol 7,w (vg:/

31 March 1987
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Alexander Fleming House, Elephant & Castle, London SE1 6BY
Telephone 01-407 5522

From the Joint Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

P A Bearpark Esq

Private Secretary
10 Downing Street
LONDON

14 Nt 1967

Ueoe bty

Following the Prime Minister's reply on 16 March to a Question from

Simon Hughes about meningitis, a copy of which I enclose, Baroness Trumpington
thought that the Prime Minister should be kept up to date with the situation.
The adverse publicity which has been running for some time in the local press
has continued unabated following a visit by Lady Trumpington to the Centre for
Applied Microbiological Research (CAMR) at Porton Down at which the press were
present. I enclose a copy of cuttings from the Western Daily Press.

Although we supplied a background note on research into meningitis with the
draft answer, by way of further background, I should explain that,while
compared with many other diseases the numbers of cases of meningococcal
meningitis are small (873 in England and Wales in 1986), the incidence has
doubled over the last three years, and the levels so far this year are even
higher. Past experience shows it to have a cyclical pattern. Other countries
are also struggling with the problém, as was evident from an international
meeting which the Chief Medical Officer called last year. It is a
particularly distressing disease because it can strike young children without
warning and unless treated quickly can kill them. It therefore lends itself
to sensational media coverage, and campaigns for further research readily
command public sympathy. Both these elements have been very successfully
harnessed by a pressure group, the Meningitis Trust, formed as a result of an
outbreak at Stroud. B

It is a frustrating disease in that while vaccines are available against some
forms of it (strains A and C), for others none as yet exist and will
inevitably take somé years to develop. Knéwing where best to _focus research
on the disease itself is also difficult. But in consequence if 18 not
difficult to portray government as laggardly and as not doing enough.




The articles focus mainly on research and quote scientists as claiming that
MRC funds are short: "That's Thatcherism". The pressure group allege that an
earlier undertaking that shortage of money would not impede research is not
being honoured and that consequently the Trust is having to fund it.

As the background note on research explained, two important pieces of research
have been funded: the Stonehouse survey and work to develop a vaccine against
the particular B1l5 strain. Blomedical research is for the MRC so far as
government fun&TﬁEiTE‘gzﬁcerned. Applications must be submitted to the MRC
and be subjected to the usual rigorous scrutiny, including assessment by
referees, before a grant can be considered. This does inevitably take time,
and project proposals compete with each other for limited funds.
Understandably, those frustrated are tempted to make political capital out of
o5

Meningitis research is to be considered at an annual meeting between the MRC
and Health Departments on 31 March. Meanwhile DHSS has asked the MRC through
special concordat arrangements applying to research to which DHSS attaches a
high priority, to deal as expeditiously as possible with an application the
Council has now received from Professor Weir of Edinburgh University.

Lady Trumpington wrote to the editor of the Western Daily Press on 25 March
re-iterating the position on research and emphasising that the Department was
not dragging its heels. The paper's reaction was not helpful and

Lady Trumpington is not disposed to continue the correspondence. Ministers
will otherwise continue to defend the record as and when necessary. In
addition Ministers are considering whether there is any more that can
reasonably be done and whether a more positive image can be projected by
issuing advice to doctors about the rising incidence of the disease and by
making more generally available a public information leaflet developed out of
the Stroud experience.

I enclose some rather more detailed notes on the incidence of the disease, the
up-to-date position on research, the role of referees in assessing research
proposals and the Meningitis Trust.

I am copying this letter to Education and Science, Scottish Home and Health
Department and Welsh Office.

G H LANGSDON
Private Secretary
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Storm grows over meningitis cash

We ARE on your

monosy onvaulll 5\t

Egginton sbout research Into
mcnln%.h and thought it
might helptul If | sst the

funior Moalth Minietsr, Daisiwés Piwny

The '
of meningitis

lu'tun. epues

to oriticism that the Government Is not olng enough to
ald meningitis research

mads absoiutely clear, Firatly, all
research have to be

carsy e by |

them will relate 10 Health
Services research (such u‘mn
ure
vey) and will therefore be con-
laond for direct tund by the
Department of Health's Hesearch
Management Division, while
others reiate w

Reshbeck o Mondoy s Prods

JUNIOR  health
minister Baroness
Trump
under ck again
last nl.ht — for
re the West-
ern Press for
she had failed
in her to find
funds for meningitis.
The Baroness's letter to
the Press denies there was a
row between her depart-

ment and scientists re-
searching the brain bug.

e o e
prope:
mdhml Ressarch

Councit.
'l'hlclonelnuuolconm
ity heels — your

m appreciate that the

role of the

side

Misroonogice nesesrcn (wricn |
visited last week) is satistied that
progress in the of
the B15 vaccine is going
smoothly work |8 govern-

Mon funds

lum llluuhoodof
the qunlny of lhc
|clonc0

lil. sasess whether It Is new work
ar repaat work done;
lunablmy

v, con:loa I||‘| o
Having sald 1 l. must repeat
M’lm the Department

hn aven um p which

ment f
The results of the Stonehouse
Ourvsy dlivuld Lo wrallable u dw
near future, This survey was 8lso
nment funded.

One final point, The local health
authority in Gloucester hae
prod. an excellent joafiet on
meningitis for distribution to
parents, My Department Is con-
sidering urgentiy the best form of

mopoopbmmuungutof
ignoring.

The t of & vaccine to
protect people against
meni Is

our
first target. The Centre for Applied

and of this

onet = i 50 wAR B¢ Soverm
ment funded.

| hope your readers will be

reassured and | shall conti to

my best to see the momentum
is maintainea.

The Baroness Trumpington

No, Minister!

You've let us down, brain bug
campaigners tell the Baroness

And the Baroness, who prom-
ised financial support for men-
ingitis research in a speech to
parents in Btonehouse last
August, the Government
was now dragging its heels in
considering research pro-
grammes.

But last night she came under
renewed attack from the Stroud-
based Meningitis Trust, which
said she had n her promise
to ensure ate research
fi were made avai

tu ex-
pert, anu eir, of

! y
aclion over

nd to the Western Dail

charge of her in

pington has been commendably

to respc

JUNZOR Health Minister Baroness

Trum

m

questions,
Baroness

t.

meningitis research. It came by return

o

could

rtment
peed in
ich now

Fs
projects for

she and her de
b=gging bowls

g the red tape wh
caded

e vital research

not show such a turn of

at a pity
Sle appears hurt that we suggest

there is a row over the Eact that these

projects are begging for funds. If she
Bu. the Baroness shcws a marked

distaste for direct action She does not
once accept that her de

resposibility

d

rofessors with the

does 20t believe us, she should ask the
ﬁcrr-df.

untamglin
delays th
which we pl

partment has a
to speed a solution. She

oes mot see herselfl as a conduit for

Edinburgh University, said:

“I have seen the article in the
Press. It was a very good article.
Congratulations. | certainly felt
it was n good description of the
present position.”

On Monday the Presa described
how three leading experts, in-
cludma Profeuo: Richard

head of p trics at
Oxford University, had applied to
the Meningitis Trust for research
funds

Professor Moxon said he
already received support from

the Medical Research Council
but said it was not enough

has asked the Meningitis
Trust for £500,000 to support a
new national meningitis
laboratory in Oxford

In her letter Blroneu
rumping '~lays she t be
accused of ignoring their
research proposals, which should
have been made to the research
council

Yesterday the Press reported
that the MRC was considering
cuts in its funding. unless the

ra.ionalise the

prajects which are on

ness complains that
Minister

or

of

together
Evin if that were true, would it be

an arswer?

What sort
intercsted in making a dent

Ind2ed the Baro
she kas not been notified of some of

reseach funds, or as a co-ordinator to
these projects

bring
varioas research

offer

really
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know

projects which are begging

om the Meningitis Trust?
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ge to the people of Stonehouse
of the

to
t shared
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the state

on
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projects on offer

nothing of
These projects

assesrment should have been directed

immediately to the

When B

her p-ed
resea-ch, and asked for their evalu-

their concerns, she should have called
ation of

problem would leave Lerself so la-
togetler ex

mentably
last year that the (

for funds fr
their advi

FRev SmyTH, HPo S

appropriatle review
ommendation

that

body, with a rec

Government provided further

auggor'..
Meningitis Trust's cam-
sign secretary, Jackie
g‘otmdell said last night:
“I'ne public needs more than
sympatby. We accept that scien-
tific and ethical criteria must be
met and we are not asking her to
cut corners in acientific terma

"But we cannot accept that she
could not help the vital Edin-
burgh project, which has faced
enormous bureaucratic problems.

'What the public would like to
hear is a reiteration of her
atatement to the people of
Stanehouse

“"We naively assumed that she
and her department were in a
position of power and could have
some say in gemng funds for
vital resesrch projects

25,1987 —5
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ment stage, they will

cash would be made aviilable, if the
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when, Baroness?
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AW lollipop man

sacked fod being drunk on |

his first day at work said:

" ad a couple
lebrate getting

mie Hale, -Qd
59, saidl yesterday: "It
was my first job in nine

1 went down
t lunchtime for

the safely.”
Bi:b {vho "vu
opposit Robinswood
Primary School in

Matsoni Gloucester,
started [work as the
lipop man last
yrning.

’ul:noon he was
or ain_after
w!ler .ﬁr Terry
him to hand
back his'white coat, cap
and road pign.
Mr Hale,
who liv

a widower
on an srmy
pension, said: "1 did not
considery myself drunk
when | went back, but
headmaster

was because he
could srdell the beer on
my breath.”

He sail he would not be

challenging Mr Allen's
decision.

OEITUARY

maybe
thought

Robgrtson

RETIRED master mari-
ner (aptain Edward
Robertdon Clark has died
in Mapor Park Hospital,
Brist
Cagtain Clark, who
was nd lived in
Grovg
served at sea during
world wars. His career
spanfjled & total of 46
yeary
He
Lloy
brav

was awarded the
s silver medal for
conduct snd was
menjioned in despaiches
wheh his tanker m.v
Sco@ish Standard was
bompped in the Atlantic in
Febjuary 1041,

b was twice wounded
rther enemy actions

ptain Clark was a
widower and leaves two
sors and two grandsons.

e funeral is at St
¢'s parish church,
lington, at 2.30pm on
nday arch 30,

4n

8

M

foflowed by interment at
Greenbank cemetery

Plea to aid brain

Hutchinson

MP JACK Aspinwall
q.h.lam to contact Mrs
teher to try to get
cash for research into
meningitis.
Mr Aspinwall, the Tory
MP for Wansdyke, said
because

incidence of
disease there should be
Government support for
vita) research.

“A ot of government
research is going, quite
rightly, into Aids but

£ ei s a A

which 18 on the increase
and vital research is
needed to solve what s &
desperate problem,” he

said.
Junior health minister,

dis

Jack Aspinwall
... appeal

Baroness Trumpington,
promised last year that
Government cash would
be made available for
meningitia research

She has since said that
the funds are goOIng
towards producing a vac-

Margaret Thatcher
... criticised

cine and that other sci-
entists mw-shg.lunf the
discase should apply for
funds to the Medical
Research Council

The councit will meet
tomorrow to consider cuts
to keep within its £133

Miss Avon, Helen Blake, flying along in Chitty

its owner and driver,
Rish

r Road,
y collected money for the British
anised the National Tyre
ne (he !

PICTURE: CHRIS SELBY

refurbishment of
. The amount

Baroness
Trumpington
... promise

million budget, unless
the Government provides
more cash

Council member
Professor Peter Wells,
who is chief physicast
with the Bristol and
Weston health district,

ease fight

said the chances of men-
ingitis research getting
funds were slim.

He said: "A whole
range of excellent pro.
jects are being turned
down as it is.

“What we need of
course is for the
Government to change
direction. They probably
don't realise how serious
the situation is.”

Shortage of cash has
also hit the Science and
Engineering Research
Council, which has ann-
ounced it can make no
new grants for research
until September, unless
the government provides
more funds.

Bristol University
spokesman Don Carleton
said they received £10

research

q
staff depended on
research council grants

He said: "There was
already a crisis in
research funding. We are
saeing the collapee of the
whole research and
development system in
Britain.”

The university itself
| held an emergency senate
mutm% on Friday to
discuss how to make cuts
of more than £3 million
i in the next two years.

Labour's shadow
spokesman on science
| and technology, Dr

Jeremy Bray, has already
| written to nn Thatcher
' asking her to intervene

He said: '""The

Government coffers, we

are told, are awash with

moncy, yet science is in
crisy
‘ “At a time of rapid

lnmmﬁc and techno-

logical develo ment,
Government policy 1f
closing down our research
{ capability.”
' A spokesman for the
department of education
| and science said: "The
| Government recognises
that the research councils
have a problem. We ure
considenng it.”
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GEORGE Leigh is retir
ing after 23 years as aren
manager for the RAC in

A record run |,

r RAC’
R

TTackle
these

holiday
home
sharks’

By Simor) Mares

BRISTOL SHouth MP
Michael Cock} is hoping
to launch ap all-party
campaign to curb the
sclivities of fogue time-
share salesmed.

The Labour{ MP wants
the government o take
action to crack down on
dubious and pressure
sales techniqyes used by

some.
He has ask
affairs minis!

i consumer
jer Michae!

COCKS

Howard a series of ques-
tions ou the issue, and
this week was told that
40 written complaints
and man others by tele-
ghane had been received
the (minister's
department over the
salesmen. |
MNow :‘ \‘Cocka i‘:
g to | link up wit
Mg-ni’mm ther parties to
presa for lcurbs on the
be included
party mani-
fostoes for the general
election, 8o that there is a
commitmjent to take
action wheever wins
He H “1 will be
consullms with col-
lengues will be put-
ting a bitlof steam behind
it beuu?m. the moment

salesmen o
in all

the gov
really
seriouslyl”

LABOUR
NURSERY
FIGHT IN
EST

Mike Prestage

A LABDUR cam

for better childcare
and nursery care in the
West got under way

today.

Mr Dorek Fatchett
| MP, the campaign co-
ordinntor, was

taking it

nment is” not™
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Storm as cuts s hit campa1

By Beverley Hawes °

West job ftrainin
schemes halte
work on the new
national head-

quarters for the
Meningitis Trust.

over n m;
trtlnin‘ pl.ce'

in the
reduced by more &m
1,200 to 15,790,
Yesterday Scout
Enterprises (Western),
which is funded by the
Manpower Services
Commission, said it
would have to cut jobs
on comm schemes
from 120 to 80.
And it im
ordered five young
people preparing the

s ——— ———

UWHQ

work had to stop while
the group assessed
how cuts would be

cki; theu

a terrible blow. We

' bave no idea if we will

ever see the workforce

agein.”
Scout manager Mr
Tony Williams said

nthchedth-ove..nd
said there wnl no
muonwhg
should have been
halted so suddenly.

“It is unfair to lay all
the blame at our door.”
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TRAINING SCIIEMES for the Jobless in Glou-
cestershire have been rocked by major cash cut-
backs which will mean 280 “redundancies.”
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Brain bug mothérs’
Maggle

By Steve Egginton

GRIEVING mothers of moningitis victims arc to ;-
appeal direct to Mrs Thatcher for help in beating
the disease.

The first of a series of letters
from women across the country
was on its way to number ten
Downing Street last night.

One letter from Mres Gloria
Dayman, of Alveston, ncar
Thornbury said:

“I am writing to you as a
mother who has loat o 14-month-
old little boy

“Millions of g:unda are being
spent on AIDS but more children
are dying from meningitis and
ve lm.h is being done.

7 be of you to Intervens

B Sponm'“mlmaa“rgn 13 months, . .
D-ymm ears 8GO
s;ﬁ"f: were nm.:d the first Mrs Gloris Oayman, left, and Mra Avril Rymcﬂ wmm mlv iettors yoatorday.

;;:5 :g?‘.:',u..u i con ‘1 AM WRITING AS A MOTHER
o ' WHO HAS LOST A LITTLE BOY'

Mo
Close, Boul.luhu]rn. B‘ul‘ to ;hllx;)to;m hG:"mmn:h“ éom( g‘r‘pum. leiters to the Prime
personal appeal! to Mrs 8 what ould be

. doln: zveqw"‘&m to think “'md(ko Tory MP Mr Jack
Ryman lost her ten. it's only happened in Buwi but Aspinwall has slready written to

Jna on Jan- ltlllloverm her supporting the Western
uary 31. She expects another Mrs Lynn lmhp and her Daily 88 campaign to win
child n August. husban Michsel, from more Government cagh for men.

: \ D

N m - uuir ingitis research.
o T8 oty theiz son Danlel.  TORY MPs yssterdsy accused

aged
No chance ‘Mr K:Ili uk‘ "1 .M"nf‘u an the Government of failing to fund
She and her husband Paul, sn  Thatcher that the Government research councils adequately as 2 b/@?

engineor, also have s two-year- should boputdnl more resources
oid son, Ashley. a into this. We know Is the Cutting

seventh or elghth case in ]
Just am&ﬁﬁx‘% ::: Nuneaton.” . Mr David Crouch (Canter.
% quick. He died five M" after Mrs Jm Wilkinson and her dury), of the Medical Research ra'n
et '“ hun to hospital husband Geofl, from Durham lost Council, said during an all-night

their son Secott, sged eight Commons sitting that scademic

m‘" o monthl last March stafl had a phased pay rise of 24

34, &cm&unlo Kent, has lost Mra Wilkin .....ou...r....an ie npjuet O 6

iwo  chuaren  Neil agea axpocﬂn( Ano&hsr. child Ln July ;Y o

months, and Cl.lro cllht has gnm into hospital for checks. H. uld it could mean "cutting

months. Mr Wilkinson ssid: "We shall back on research, on reducing

She and her husband Kevin  write to the Prime Minister. 1 our scientific effort, at a time
have enother child, Thomas, hope it will do some good.” when everybody knows we

pare, @
agis suh nts of other child should be doing just th
Mrs Matthews sald: "I don't  tims in the Stroud ares .:" :I':o opposite ¢ - a l n

Storm as cuts hit campaign HQ e

By Beverley Hawes in the region will be Meningitis work had o stop whils AN mom'. t

ABOW aruoted gt T koS 8 %t B il hus did of 8 reve fortn
eslier 1 lmpk

West Jjob Iulaln .f darn -~ i

Enterprises (Western),
schemes halted which is funded by the  Shocked oam. DUl tpokesman for

work on the new Manpower Services Jackie iiocked the move, and And last night
national head- Cu-g‘uo-. :::w 2 iaid there was no IOthL::r:,d ""ﬂ.'..“ﬁkh"‘

uarters for the reason w o project "“l
Trust. mm - will :‘honld ave been hospital, lloohu o H.m 3
ordondu five young W Mr ":‘hnahhbla all tol, dml M nda
> y on of
peopls proparing the the blame at our door.” pneumococcal b‘:cuzil.olop:’rl
laimed d

strain which ¢
E i ’
B

Devizes mother-of-t
Dianey two weeks “:o s e

Eﬁ-i{ Eg!ﬁg e

n'e parents, Trever and

4
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Ledeide At Frincess Margaret
Hospital, Swindon, uwnltm: the
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projects
meningitis charity.

A five-man MSC
workforce have been
building a new head-

rs for the charity in

roud but ny tlley have
pow been forced to quit
hdlvny through the work.

The workers are part of
the giant MSC community
Ero]ccls workforce in

ershire.

The - schemes emgloy
thousands of jobless
mpun and men but,

mment bosses have
said they are costing 100
much. 3
Training
cuts .

An MSC spokesman
said today: “There has
been a national re-ap-
ptnisal o‘ the community

*I cinnot see any |
reason fer that and don
know what's ing :
there,” fhe

‘Terrible
blow’ -

MSC community pro- .
gramme Zrainees are often |
sel to wark on ot
social jects lu ¢ the

clnr;t&’ Slmd Memnp- :

tis Trust secre-
tary Ja 'gme ollerdell
said: ur vorkforce
pulled oat yesterday four
weeks o a seven week !

building me. \
“They t all their

equipmet with them, an
have not turned up today. !

|
|
]
Y

“This s a terrible blow | ‘complcle the work. /

TRAIN[NG SCHEMES for the )obless in Glou‘-
cestershire have been rocked by major cash cut-
backs which will mean 280 “redundancies.” -:

The cuts threaten vital Manpower Services Commission
— and one of the First to be ha( is the county-based

10 us for Iwo reasons —

! we would hate to see

these lads on the dole, and

';lleavuusvllhaba"

&m have begged

borro'ed pum
futmsbmgs and other
nt for the new
quarters — to date u

l'ns tosl us just £12.75."

said Miss Totterdell.

rasity of the
Gloucestershire
and Samd in mmlm

has been
for the M"?L‘“(o pull its

m‘ nsasl?&mlhe

manager for the Com-
mission is makml a
special appeal to get per-
mission for the 1o

il is plnnntd that 280 |
tmmng places will be re-
d in Gloucestershire

The wkesm:m said she
could mot “understand™
" why the workers on the
charity headguarters pro-
ject had suddenly sloppcd

ork,
oblems 10, Arid

\

e e A i —. | B

Zz, Sy 2w N\

@ Enterprise

3

WMT R

jOb

~ losses -feared

A STIINGSNT cuts by the
' Manpower.. Services,
Commission could threw

. communily programme workers |
: Mumhﬂ-lﬁt‘
! Reductions in the number of
employees sllowed at Scout -
Enterprises’ Old Beathouse | |

Enterprises
plnu for 139 people but
sctoally employ 120. The
Govermmnent ruling Is to reduce
the number of places to sround

0. . [

Mr Williams' says that many
people would suifer il the
y programmee was it

Mﬂnnhmd'd‘nb
,and handicapped people whose
gardens have beem dug and
weeded. g

| The locally hased Meningitis
. Trust has also complaioed that 3
; Scomt decorating and
' boilding team was withdrawn
midway through its task ot the
Tr-l new m =t

Lightpilt.

Other Ente pre}ecu
lncluded land for »
,camp site sf Cranham and 2
,canal clearance scheme.
‘However a pottery, also ron of
the Oid Boat House, looked safe
for the time being.

fi Mr lny Swmith, Sceut

regional chiel in
'ldld whso whht‘ about
the “‘stringent’’ cuts.

“The culs scem particularly
‘savage around Gloucester. We
come wp for renewal ia

and in order to reach

our target it could mean sacking
L oow."”

people
At the MSC's Gloucester
Link Officer Mr
Laurence Atkins was more
imsistic.

q‘lnnl-uﬂq&uul
the'figures. MSC does want to

achieve a reduction in places
were conlinuing and discussions
were planned with Sceut

‘I cannot comment any
further. We are iryiog to do this
the fairest way possible, but
there has been a slight
misinterpretation. The
are the maximum average
figures to achieve to
1988."

Nearly 300 places altogether

/_
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were {0 go in the county.
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Professors hit at
red tape threat

The menace
of meningitis

to vital research

BEGGING
LABS IN
BRAIN

IA HUGE blaze broke
jout at the Open
| University last night
jcausing damage
thought to run Into
millions of pounds.

A fire brigade
spokesman sald he be-
lioved the fire, smoke
and water at the univer-
sity buliding in Milton
Keynes, Buckingham-
shire had wrecked the
maln computer sulte.

Amon equipment
Gestroy was & main
frame computer, carry-
Ing len years of records
and ressarch.

Bleichiey fire chiet,
siation or  Andrew
Ward: “Whilst we were
fighting the blaze, one of
the doctors speciaiising
in computer sciences,
arvived at the scene and
virt collapsed at my
foot. sald that his
lite's work, represanting
more than 10 years of
files, records and
;uur:n data had been

INSIDE: Weather 2; TV 6; Mr West 7;

By Steve Egginton
A ROW blew up yesterday between
the Government and campaigners
fighting the killer disease meningitis,

Junior Health Minister
Baroness Trumpington
accused three top scientists
of talking “codswallop” by
claiming the Government
had broken its promise on
meningitis research.

But three experts on the brain
virus, which kills an estimated
four children a week, told the
Western Daily Press a lack of
funding was hampering their
wulh

Professor Richard Moxon, of
Oxford University, Dr Robert
Wall, of the Government's own
Medical Research Council and
Professor Donnld Wair, of Edin-
bur%(h Universily, have applied
for Tunds. only to be told to wait,
or to be offered only part of what
they need

Deplorable

But just seven months ago,
Baroness Trumpington told wor-
ried parents in Stonehouse,
Gloucestershire: “There is no
1untmn of funding being
delayed by the Government's
unwillingness to find the
money.”

Professor Moxon said: "This 1s
a cop-out, The funds available to
support all kinds of reseurch, not
Just meningitis, have reached a
dogluruble state.”

rofessor Weir said: “I've been
in this game for 26 years and it's

EXCLUSIVE

getting increasingly difficult to
get research money. It's a very
rustrating business.

The scientists have now
approuched the Gloucestershire
based Meningitis Trust for
financial help

The Trust, based in Stroud.
claims meningitis is now affect.
ing more children than AIDS —
yet the only way oxtra money
will go into research into the
brain virus 1s by diverting it from
other areas.

The Trust has been asked to
raise £500,000 for & new
laboratory at Oxford University,
is already supporting Oxfoed re-
searchers with £72, and has
been asked for funds by two other
universilies

Spokeaman Steve Tomlin said:

“"The Government has
seriously misrepresented the
situation with regurd to research
funds.”

But Baroncss Trumpmfton hat
back, saying: "It's a load of
codawallop to say they have to go
to the Stroud Trust if they want
funds

"Scientists who are doing
research know the way to apply
for funda through the Medical
Research Council

“There is no lack of money at
Porton Down, where the rescarch
Inlo a vaccine 18 taking place

Ceontre Pages: A Baitle For
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Our work is
hampered, say

the scientists

RCHLIGHT
Eut 1858 No. 41,558

Not good
enough,
Baroness

THE Government has fallen down on
its pledge to speed up the fight against
meningitis.

When Health Minister Baroness
Trumpington assured the people of
Gloucestershire that no obstacle would
be allowed to impede research into the
disease which is sweeping Stroud and

LAST year junior health minister
Baroness Trumpington faced 300
parents at Stonehouse, Gloucester-
shire, who were worried their
children might be the next victims of
the deadly brain disease meningitis
Several times during that emotional
meeting in August she said funding would
not be an abstacle in fighting the discase

by
Steve
Egginton

‘There’s no
guarantee

There 1s no question of this being deluyed by the

Stonehouse, that was seen as a posi-
tive commitment to fighting the
disease,

It could, and should, have meant
that the Baroness was going to cut
through red tape in order to speed up
research, and ensure that suitable
funds were available

The reverse has happened

The Government has hidden behind
the red tape which is strangling the
funds for vital research,

The Baroness herself blames
research organisations for muddling
their applications for funds. It won't
wash,

For if that were true, it would be the
duty of any Health Department and
any Health Minister genuinely
committed to speeding up research to
sort the muddles out, rather than
sitting back and using them as an
excuse for inaction

The impression from Baroness
Trumpington is that while she may

enuinely wish o see pro?;rs-n, she
SOes not see much of a role for herself
or her Department in securing that

rogress

. BguTt her role 1 vital. She is the
person who should be knocking heads
together, bringing experts together,
pointing researchers in the direction of
funds

Dynamic leadership is needed. If
Baroness Trumpington 1s not up to
providing that, then the Government
owes it to parents, children and all
those who have genuine fears over the
a{)reud of meningitis to find someone
else who is. And quickly

Gloves off

THE election may not yet have been
announced, but the gloves arc off

The weekend war of words between
the Tories and Labour and the Alli-
ance shows that it is going to be bitter
and personul

That is one more good reason for an
early election

The voters do not want a protracted
campaign of electioneering. They will
be punch drunk at the end of it .

nd while all parties will share the

blame, the Tories stand to lose most

The longer Mrs Thatcher waits, the
grpater the danger of voters holding

er res{mnslble for prolonging the
agony. If the fight isn't going to be
clean, then at least let it be quick.

A bomb which went off in Naples
caused no damage but it prompted an
immediate patriotic demonstration

indi 1t population

28 € B
with cries of "Viva lalia”.

Our help is In the name of the Lord.
who made heaven and earth,

Psalm 124:8

Government's unwillingness o find the moncey

she

said

Yet, the Western Daily Press has spoken tu three
experts (n meningitis research who say that o lack

of funds 1s hampering their wark

And all three have turncd to
the Stroud-based Meningitis
Trust for help

Professor Richard Moxon of
Oxford University wants to st
up 4 new national laboratory to
study meningitis and savs he s
not getting encugh support from
the .th'd::.cl Research Council

He has asked the Meningitis
Trust for £100.000 for the next
five ycara. They have already
given him £30,000 and last week
allovaled £40,000

Concerned

Professor Moxon, who is
chuirman of one of the research
council’s sub committecs, said
One s Nghting tooth and nail
for funding and I'm very con
cerned about how I'm going to
make provision for the equip-
meat, personnel and consum.
ables to continue what is an
exciting programme of research

Tt i one that is very much
needed and from what I'm hear
ing, the public ure very much
wnccrneé about meningitis,
concerned enough to be ﬁomg

actively tu provide funds
for work to be done

“The availability of funds from
SOUrces a5 the Meningitis
Trust is vhviously an enormous

hel

fu“:.( think research into
meningitis isa specially
earmarked for negligence n
terms of distribution of funds
from the Medical Research
Council

But unce their funds have
#one, that's it. There are no
maore. That's Thatcherism

t's a policy that's threatening
the very lifeblood of the bio-
medical research effort in this
country

Support

If Government policies con
Q allow even a mim
mum budyget to support excellent
research projects. then | think
we ve got a problem that s not
only currc mY- serious, but the
ramuications tor the future are
enormous
People in science are going
abroad, or into industry, or are
getting out of science altogether.”
Professor Moxon returned o
work at Oxford after spending 14
years in the US and purt of the
rust’s money will pay for an
American scientist to work in
Oxford on meningitis research
Part of his support is also
coming from U S authorities
It scems the British authorities
ere putting no extra resources
inte meningitis research, apart
fram work on a vaccine at Porwon
Down in Wiltshire
In Parliament earlier this
month a spokesmun for education
and science said the Medical
Research Counci) had been given
no additional funds for menin-
gus research
An official st the council said

we’ll get
the money

Richard Moxon of
Univeraity

Professor

Oxtord

A batt

Isthe Government
to help beat the b

ns funds were ulready oversuh
scribed ter

That mea very pound given
o meningitis rescarch has been
taken from some other arca of
study

Dr Robert Wall, a cansultant
microbiologist at the councils
awh clinical research centre, has
been involved in studying
specimens taken in Stonchouse
during the mass swabbing of

1
applied to the

Meningitis Trust for equipment
o help in his work

Anxious

He said: "The equipment would
vost about £9.000 We have alvo
avsked for a similar amount 1o
*urrur'. a technician to help us ™

e said funding is tight fur all
urcas of research

Professor Donsld Weir of
Edinburgh University was pre
paring his application for
funding lust August at about the
same time Baroncss
Trumpington was addressing
parents in Stonehouse

After a senes of bureuucratic
hiccups he has been tald the
applhication for £80,000 will be
considered by the Medical
Research Council in June

He said: “There's no guarantee
that we'll the money but |
know that the department of
health 15 anxious that we do Kt
w”

He and his wife. Dr Caroline
Blackwell, originally applied
the Scottish Hospital Endow
ments Research Trust, but were
offered only £13,840

Baroness Trumpington wus
told of the position when she had

3 privite meeting w
of the Meningitis 1
Stonchouse Court
November

Professor Weir «
noon afterwarda askir

Fruitle

He said: "Our ot
helped to define who
these infoctions. We
ask why they are nw
ble

A second applicat
Scottush Trust, back

SCIENTISTS at Vorton Down in
Wiitshire say it could be another
two years before u meningitls
ready for trials
y are following a formula

discovered by American expert
Dr Carl Frasch.

But even if clinical trials are
successful the vaccine will not

VACCINE DELA}

be publicly available is
forseeable future.

The Wellcome Found
[M to be further s
Ueved the drug cot
Jookin, for.volunt
he first bateh of a1
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or Ann Oavis lakes a swab during the Stonehouse meningitis screening last autumn
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There are no-
delays, says

the Baroness

BARONESS Trumpington
says the Government is
pinning its hopes on vac
cine research at Porton
Down in Wiltshire.

Half a dozen people are
working there in a small
laboratory and say it could be
two years before a vaccine is
ready

After visiting the site on Friday
the Baroness said: “The work on
meningitis seemed to me to be
proceeding very well.

There are no delays. They have the
funds they need here at this present

Junior health minister
Baroness Trumpington

le for funds

)yaying enough
ain disease?

The menace
of meningitis

department of health,
fruitless

He was then advised to
to the Medical Research

Baroness Tru
assislant private secr
December

::{n:;,{un has

"l suppose
P seems Qa
traumatic and strange situation

Frustrating

We are fuirly used to this type
procedure. | this

ion s
ad. It
pany is |
yrs Lo

al

Stroud Meningitis Action Group members Steve Tomlin and Jane
Wells. The group's help with funds Is vital for research

long as

time and the work will take as
it takes "

When asked why three scientists
had feit it necessary to apply for (unds
to the Meningitis Trust, she said: "1
thought I had just mude it Jear that
there 18 no lack of money for Porton
Down, where the research into a
vaccine is taking place

What the people in
country that are al
know 1s when a vacein
Work on a vaccine is proceeding as
fast as scientists can.”

But she said she had given her
personal backing to the work being
done by Professor Weir's team in
Edinburgh

She blamed the professor himself
for the delay in putting in his appli-
cation to the Medical Research
Council

She said: 'l have written o the
chief scientist and asked him to
recommend that the MRC look at this
pruject speedily, with my blessing

Naive

Why was that not done last
November when Professor Wair first
wrote to her? The Baroness said
"That's & very naive point of view. At
that time | passcd the proposals down
to our scientific people. We do not
fund that type of research from the
DHSS'

But why had scientists turned to
the Meningitis Trust for financial
gsupport, when she had said that
Gowernment money would be aval-
able?

She said: “We've made it absolutely
clear that the research has tw be
evaiuated

“And if the project is worthwhile, if
there is going to be a good end result
that is going to fill the bill from the

int of view of the disease in gques-
tion and be safe, then there should be

the money
Funds

But | can’t possibly comment on ‘
things I've never heard of in my life.” |
She said the MRC's funding was 2
matter for the department of educa-

tion and science.

She said: "Scientista who are doing |
research know the way to apply for |
funds

“It’s a loud of codswallop to say they
have to go to the Stroud trust if they
haven't inade the approach they know
they have to make to get funds.”

She said other research mught be
worthwhile but it would not produce «
vaccine which was the main con
sideration

urgency as the
AIDS programme’

SO FAR this year meningitis has
claimed more than 700 victims,

More than four people are
dying from the disease every
week, most of them young
children

Meningitis Trust spokesman,
Steve Tomlin, said last night that
the Government needs to adopt
the same sense of urgency thatit
has over the ALDS programme.

He smd: “Menin
affects far more ¢
AIDS does.

"Any discose that strikes st
children strikes at the very heart
of the community.

“The Government has seriously

tis certainly
dren than

misrepresented the situation with
regard to rescarch funds.

We now know that not a single
extra penny will be given to
meningitis research this year,
unless the Medical Research
Councll takes funds from another
important area of rescarch.”

Request

The Trust is now considering a
request from Oxford University
for funds of £100,000 & year for »
new national meningitis
Inborntor¥

But Mr Tomlin said that will
mean boosting their own fund-
ralsing by L, 000 & year.
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Written Answers

.,.O Written Answers to

Questions

Monday 16 March 1987
PRIME MINISTER

Government Data Network

Mr. Cohen asked the Prime Minister whether it is
proposed that the Government data network will be
connected to (a) the Post Office and (b) the Driver and
Vehicle Licensing Centre.

The Prime Minister: No. There are at present no
proposals for use of the Government data network other
than by the Departments taking part in the initial
examination of the concept.

Meningitis

Mr. Simon Hugh s asked the Prime Minister if she will
establish a joint initiative by the Departments of Health
and Social Security and of Education and Science, the
Scottish Office and the Welsh Office on research into
meningitis; and if she will make a statement.

The Prime Minister: 1 am not persuaded that a new
joint initiative is necessary. Research into meningitis is, in
fact, under way and arrangements already exist for liaison
between the health Departments and the Medical
Research Council.

The Department of Health and Social Security has
funded a study to measure the prevalence of carriers, and
immunity to particular strains of meningococcus, in
Stonehouse, Stroud. The results are expected within two
months. Linked with that study, a team at Edinburgh
university is investigating aspects of vulnerability to
meningococci. An application for funding the continua-
tion of that research is being made to the MRC. The
Centre for Applied Microbiological Research at Porton
Down is also researching the practicability of producing
a vaccine against a particular strain of meningococcus—
group B—which has proved particularly troublesome
and for which as yet no vaccine exists.

As part of their annual review of research activities, the
health Departments will be discussing jointly with the
MRC very shortly the possibility of further research into
meningitis.

State Security

Mr. Campbell-Savours asked the Prime Minister if Her
Majesty’'s Government’s consent was sought for the
publication of material about the security and intelligence
services in the book by Nigel West entitled “Molehunt™.

The Prime Minister: Mr. West sent in his manuscript to
the secretary of the D Notice Committee and to the
Treasury Solicitor and agreed, following discussion, to
remove material which the Government considered could
have damaged national security or was clearly derived
from breaches of confidence by present or former public

179
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servants. The Government made absolutely clear to Mr.
West that it neither authorised publication of the book nor
gave any kind of approval.

OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT

Family Planning

42. Mr. Deakins asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs if the development
divisions in Africa have any stafl with experience in the
areas of population and family planning; and what contact
is maintained by these divisions with national family
planning associations.

Mr. Chris Patten: The ODA's team of six full-time
health and population advisers all have relevant
experience. They are based at headquarters in London but
travel widely. They maintain contacts with national family
planning associations both directly and through the
International Planned Parenthood Federation.

Mozambique

43. Mr. Temple-Morris asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what has been Her
Majesty’s Government's response to the recent appeal by
voluntary agencies for assistance with famine in
Mozambique.

Mr. Chris Patten: So far in 1987 we have made
available over £2-4 million to British voluntary agencies
for relief programmes in Mozambique. We have also
provided £660,000 for UNICEF'S operations in that
country.

In addition, we contribute £3-5 million annually to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’ general
programmes, which include relief work in Mozambique.

Tanzania

44. Mr. Yeo asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs if he has any plans to provide
further assistance to Tanzania in support of that country’s
economic reform programme.

Mr. Chris Patten: I announced a further £25 million of
British aid when I visited Tanzania last week. Of this, £12
million will be for capital projects; about £6 million for the
railways sector; and the remainder for programme aid on
condition that Tanzania remains in agreement with the
International Monetary fund on the economic reform
programme.

Food Shortages

45. Mr. Tony Lloyd asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs if he will give details
of those countries where he estimates there will be food
shortages this year.

Mr. Chris Patten: The latest reports by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations list 11
countries facing abnormal food shortages: Angola,
Botswana, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Swaziland, Mozambique,
Sudan, Bangladesh, Kampuchea, Lebanon and Vietnam.
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~ (r) Research

1

The Department have provided funds of £57,150 for a study to measure the
prevalence of carriers of, and immunity to, Group B type 15 sulphonamide
resistant and other strains of meningococci in the Stonehouse Parish. It
is also planned that Serum IgG and IgM levels of specific antibodies to
B15R and other strains of meningococci will te measured. Meetings took
place on Monday 2 March to discuss the results of this Survey with

Dr J M Stuart, Senior Registrar in Community Medicine, Gloucester

Health Authority and Dr K Cartwright, Director, Gloucester Public Health
Latoratory. After initial discussions, with representatives of MED IMCD and
RMD, the researchers met Lady Trumpington to advise her of the progress of
their study. Lady Trumpington then met representatives from the Stroud
Meningitis Trust on 5 March.

i Edinburgh University Research Proposal into Meningococcal Susceptibility

A project by Professor Weir and Dr Blackwell to investigate secretor status
and meningococcal vulneratility was funded for one year from August 1986
by the Scottish Hospitals Endownment Research Trust. The researchers had
pplied for three years funding tut after taking advice form SHHD, the
Scottish Hospitals Endownment Research Trust (SHERT) offered one year's
funding with the opportunity for Professor Weir and Dr Blackwell to present
their interim results and further funds would then te considered. The
Stonehouse Survey provided an opportunity for the Edinturgh Group to ottain
saliva and serum samples from a community where there was a high rate of
meningococcal infection. The Meningitis Research Trust provided
Professor Weir with £20,000 for his work and I am informed that the results
of this study will be availatle soon.

In addition to seeking further funds from SHERT, Professor Weir was
advised to approach the MRC, and we suggested that Lady Trumpington should
ask the Chief Scientist for the good offices of RMD to be used under the
Concordat arrangements with MRC if this work is subtmitted to them.

This was done on 24 Fetruary. Professor Weir indicated that he would be
very happy with this arrangement, and his application has now reached MRC.
Tony Newton proposes to write/has written to Kenneth Baker emphasising
DHSS interest in the project.

3 Vaccine Research

It has not yet proved possitle to produce a Group B vaccine, as preparation

of the B Capsular Polysaccharide failed to stimulate antibodies. Consideratle
progress in developing Group B vaccine is being made internationally,
including work in the UK at CAMR. Lady Trumpington visited CAMR on 20 March.

A promising approach makes use of purified outer membrane protein (OMP)
antigen of Group B cocci and PHLS/CAMR is undertaking development of an
OMP vaccine using a type B15 strain.




A second approach developed by Wellcome Ltd, involves the Group B
Polysaccharide treated to make it immunogenic. Phase I studies will

begin soon.

The MRC have proposed to arrange a Workshép to study current
meningitis research in the UK and it is hoped that the meeting will
be held in approximately two months time.

(4) ROIE (F REFEREES /N ASLESGNG RESEARCH

Yhe role of the independent scientists to assess projects
before funds are committee is to:-

, 5 Judge likelihood of success;

, 6 I measure the quality of the science;

assess whether it is new work or repeats work already done;

consider its ethical suitability.

Conclusion

Present reporting of meningococcal infection is twice that for the
comparable period of 1986 and three times that of 1985. Such
infections are more common over the winter/spring period and
approximately 1,200 cases are predicted for this year. Outbreaks
of Group C organisms have occurred in typical communities

(school , the Armed Forces) and widespread vaccination has taken
place for the first time in this country. There is no immedizte
prospect for vaccine against Group B organisms and its sporadic
occurrence makes identification of at risk groups harder.
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15:85 DHSS PARLIAMENTARY BRANCH

MERIRSITIC: NESEARLH

1. Stonehouse Meningococcal Survey

The Department have provided funds of 57,150 for a study to measure the
prevalence of carriers of, .and immunity to, Group B type 15 sulphonamide
resistant and other strains of meningococci in the Stoneshouse Parish.

Tt is nlsc planncd that Secrum IxQ und IgM levels of specllic

antibodies to BI5 R and other strains of meningococcs will be
measured, Meetings have been arranged foo Monday 2 March to

discuss the results of this Survey with Dr J M Stuart,

Senior Registrar in Community Medicine, Gloucester Health Authority

and Dr K Cartwright, Director, Gloucester Public Health Laboratory.
After initial discussions, with representatives of MED IMCD and

RMD, the researchers will have the opportunity to meet PS(L) to

advise her of the proghess of their study.

2. Edinburgh University Research Proposal inbo Meningococcal Susceptibility

A project by Professor Weir and Dr Blackwell to investigate secretor status
end meningococcal vulnerability was funded for one year from August

1986 by the Scottish Hospitals Endownment Research Trust. The

esearchers had applied for three years funding but after taking
Sd;ice from SHHD, the Scottish Hospitals Endownment Research Trust
(SHERT) offered one year's funding with the opportunity for
Professor Weir and Dr Blackwe}l to present their interim results and
further funds would then be considered. The Stonehouse Survey provided
&n opportunity for the Edinburgh Group to obtain saliva and serum samples
from a community where there was & high rate of meningococcal infection.
The Meningitis Research Trust provided Professor Weir with £20,000 for
his work and I am informed that the results of this study will be

available soon. .

In addition to seeking further funds from SHERT, Professor Weir will
be approaching the MRC and we have suggested that PS(L) should ask
the Chief Scientist for the good offices of RMD to be used under the
Concordat: arrangements with ‘MRC if this work is subnitted to them.
Professor Weir has indicated that he would be very happy with this

arrangement.

3. Vaccine Research

It has not yet proved possible to produce a Group B vacting, as
preparation of the B Capsular Polysaccharide failed to stimulate
antibodies. Considerable progress in developimg:QGroup B vaccines
is being made jnternationally, including work in the UK at CAMR.
PSILY will be visiting CAMR on 20 March 15§87.

A promising approach makes use of purified outer membrane protein
(OMP) antigen of Group B cocci and PHLS/CAMR is undertaking development

of an OMP vaccine using a type B 15 :strain.




A second approach developed by Wellcome Ltd, involves the Group B
Polysaccharide treated to make it immunogenic. Phase I studies will

begin soon.

The MRC have proposed to arrange a Workshép to study current
meningitis research in the UK and it is hoped that the meeting will
be held in approximately two months time.
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