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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA ZAA

From the Private Secretary 7 June 1988

Tha Prima Minister has asked me to
thank vou for your letter of 23 May and
for sending her a copy of the notes resulting
from the lunch hosted by 5ir Sigmind Sternberg.
she was most interested to receive this.

C. D. Powell

Rabbi Dr. Sidney Brichto
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The Hon Lily Montagis
18928 - 1962

Rabbil Dr laslia Edgar
1062 - ka6h
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Evm, Marchioneas of
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%ﬂm of Liberal & Progressive Swagngué

The Mortagu Centre, 100 Whitfeld Street, London WIP BRP. Telephone: 01-BB0 1663

Cur Belerance:
Your Beference:

Zird Hay, 1888.

Bt Hon Hergeret Thatcher HP
Prime Hinister

10 Dosming Strest

London SWH1

Dear Prwee Miwvh -

g

Following the letfer dated 28th January from Dr Al-Ghamdi,
Director General of the London Central Hosgue, to Beligious and
political leaders, Sir Sigmund Sternberg hosted a lunch at which
Dr &1 Ghamdi, Sheikh Solsimmin, the Et Rev Gerald Hshon,
Catholic Bishop in West London and I were his guoests.

After a most friendly and constructive meeting, Lt was agreed
thmt T should cirealste my resctions to thoss who ware present.

Since then it hes been suggested that I send it to =sll the
recipients of the initisl letter from Dr Ghamdi which I now have
pleasurs in doing.

I would be grateful for your views should you wish to share them
with me.

Youre sincersly,

kol

T

Babbi Dr Sidney Brichto
Executive Vice-President and Director
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%ﬂun of Liberal & Progressive Synagogues:

The Mortagu Canme, 108 Whitleld Sxeet, London WP SRE. Telephone: 01-580 663

Our Referanca:
Your Beference;

2ath February, 1858

Dear

As promised, I am writing to summarise my own feelings which
resulted from the luncheon meeting at the Roval Society of
Kedicine hosted by Sir 5igmund on February 8.

We all seemed to agree that the difficulty besstiing men and
women of Zood will of all religious faiths in endesvouring to
find & solution to the Arab Israsl conflict, was the unfortunate
stereotypes and pre—judgenents on both sides. It was not to be
wondered at that Jews would identify with the Jewish State, nor
that Hoslems would idemtify with the misfortune of the
Palestiniens.

Religious Fundsmentzlista could make a solution impossible were
thelr mumerical strength and infloence to become paramount.
Fundamentalist Jews who are not prepared to give up sn inch of
the Promi=ed Land and Fundamentalist Moslems who will never
accept Jewish Soversignty in the Hiddle East will hinder any
process designed to protect Israel’s security or to give the
Palestinians the right to national self-expression.

Hoderates tce may suffer from misperceptions due to their
historical and national perspectives. Jews must realise, that
whatever the resson, be it the Arsb refusal to accept the UN
Fartitiosn Plan or Arsb unwillingness to alleaw the Palestinians
to edjust to the pew reality of Israsel, the fact iz that there
ha= gmerged a Palestinian entity which has been frustrated by
the failure of the Arsbh nation- states, the PLO, Israel and the
ezt to address their hopes and saspirations.

Hoderate Jews, in and out of Iaras] mist seek to enables tha
Falestinians to rule themselves in dignity and with self
respackE .

Hoderate Moslems most realise that the vast mejority of Jews
take no pleasure in ocoupying Arsbh Territory or imposing their
rule on defenceless people. Jews have been uncomfortable with
the occupation because inbred in them is the Biblical teaching
to be compazsicnate as they too "were slaves in Egvpt"!
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Hor do Jews believe that it was the Holocaust which gave them
the right to Israel or the right to be in-sensitive to the
plight of the Palestinians. While the United Nations may have
agread to the establishment of a Jewish State partimlly out of
sympathy for the survivors of Nazi Concentration camps, the Jews
had to fight for their State. [It should also be remembered
that the U.H. Partition Plan gave the Jews only a8 =smaell fraction
of the land pledged to them by the Balfour Declarstion.] Any
increase in territory resulted from this war of Independernce
and the war of 1967,

Also, it had to be recognised that while Israel did not satisfy
the political aspirations of the Palestinisn= in the cecupied
territories, it did invest pore than any Arsb nation [most
notably Jordan and Egypt who had responsibility for the West
Bank and Gaza] Lo improve their standards of health, education
and economic prosperity. Hoslems equally must seek the
theclogical acceptance of a Jewish Soveresign State in the Hiddle
Em=t, and not to declare this to be superfluous in the light of
Isrmel 's dominant military power. Jews will find it easier to
make territorial sacrifices if they have the assurance at lesst
from the moderates, that there will be no attempt to
deligitimize their rights to Jewish sovereignty.

The acceptance of the Palestinians not as pasms in a power
struggle but as individuals with rights and justifiable national

aspirations and the acknowledgement that Jews have the right to

pursae their own national Fulfillment in the Stete of lsrasl has
to be the cornerstones of the attempts of all religious leaders

in their pursuit of s peaceful =olution to the Arab/Isrssl, or,

perhaps more accurstely, the Moslem/Jewish conflict.

To find the way for Jews, Hoslems and Christians to use their
influence for good is & deunting challenge, but one which has to
be acoepted. Among suggestions mede to achieve this was that
each religious body should address the sources of politieal
influence availsble to them in order express their concerns
and their de=ire for pesce. A Jjoining together of men and women
of all faithe in praying for peace and the mvaidanca of wiclence
under the auspices of the "Interfaith Network" swa= also

suggeated,
It was sgreed that personal contacts should continue, snd that
we should not lose our Faith in the creative power of God to

inspire not only us but all lhmenity in rooting oot the svil
which leads to the death snd desecration of the human spirit.

Yours sincerely,

RBebbi Dr Sidney Brichto
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1E LONDON CENTRAL MOSQUE TRUST LIMITED
HE ISLAMIC CLILTURAL CENTRE

146, PARK ROAL. LOMDON MWE 7RG TEL: {01) 724 39637

Our ref: AAMG/CT

The Et. Hon.Hargaret Thatcher H.P.,
Prime Hinister,

10 Downing Street,
LONDON, SW1A ZAA

Dear Prime Miniater,

On behalf of the members of the delegation who met with you
on Thursday 28th April 1988 at 5.00 p.m. I would like to express
our deepest gratitude & most sincereappreciation to you for
granting ua a meeting and for spending so much time with us.

We were also happy and grateful for the understanding that you
showed ,and for the sympathetic consideration that you expressed
for the needs of the Huslims in this country.

The vislit has left a good and positive iapreszsion on our
community at large and we are grateful that vou have initially
accepted the idea of visiting our Centre,at a time and date yvel
to be decided.

Yours sincerely,

Dr.A.A. ughréa Al-Ghamdi
DIBREGTOR GENERAL
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

28 April 1988

From the Private Secretary

PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH LEADERS OF THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY
IN THE UNITED EINGDOM

The Prime Minister met leaders of the Muslim community in
the United Kingdom this evening. The delegation was led by
Dr. Mughran Al-Ghamdi and all those listed in the note which
you kindly provided attended. Rather against expectations,
they wanted to devote by far the greater part of the
discussion to the Palestinian problem.

Introduction

Dr. Al-Ghamdi, who acted as the main spokesman, thanked
the Prime Minister for receiving the delegation. Their
request for a meeting stemmed mainly from their concern at the
situation in the Occupied Territories. They had been
reassured about the British government's attitude by their
exchange of correspondence with the Prime Minister,
Nonetheless, they wanted to express directly to her the
strength of their feelings. More generally, they felt it was
useful for the Prime Minister to meet with leaders of the
Muslim community. It was growing rapidly in size and might
now number as much as one and a half million. While
originally it had been predominantly an immigrant community,
it was increasingly British as more and more of its members
were born here,

Sheikh Mohamed-Aly added that the Muslim community was
law-abiding and peaceful. They shared many of the
Government's ldeals, particularly its wish to see a blend of
individual responsibility and community care, as well as its
strong support for the family. ¥et they felt that they were
not always accepted as part of the tapestry of life in Britain
and did not feel fully integrated. They saw the meeting with
the Prime Minister as representing the opening of a dialogue
at the highest level.

Middle East

Dr. M. Naseen then spoke at some length about
developments in the Occupied Territories and the increasing
violence practiced by Israelis against the Palestinians.
Because of its historical links with the area and its current
influence, the United Fingdom had an important role to play in

RESTRICTED
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containing the situation. The delegation very much
appreciated the position taken by the Government, but would
like to see the United Kingdom even more active in the search
for a solution. Similar comments were made by Mr. Tarek Rafig
and by Mr. Abdul Raschid Skinner. The latter added that
Israel's behaviour did not seem to attract the same degree of
opprobrium in this country as that of the South African
government .

The Prime Minister said that Britain could not alone
solve the problem. But we were very active in trying to get
negotiations under way. 5he frequently pointed out to
Israelis that if you demanded self-determination for your own
people, you could not deny it to others. The fact was that,
unless genuine grievances were remedied by negotiation,
violence was bound to result. This was why we supported an
international conference as a framework for negotiations. But
real progress would come only through direct talks between the
parties themselves. You could not impose a solution from
outside. In her view, Israel could not maintain the status
gquo on the West Bank and Gaza indefinitely. Egually, we could
not make the Israelis negotiate. Much would depend on the
outcome of the [orthcoming American and Israeli elections.

Sheikh Mohamed-Aly summed up this part of the discussion
by saying that the situation in the Occupied Territories was a
matter of legitimate concern to the Muslim community. Their
comments had not been motivated by a desire to put pressure on
the Government. Indeed, they were grateful for the stand

which the Government had adopted. They hoped it would
continue to take every opportunity to help resolve the
gituation.

Education

Dr. Al-Ghamdi moved on to the subject of educatiom. In
general the Muslim community appreciated the Goverpment's
policies. But they had a number of concerns which they hoped
could be satisfied. They feared that greater paresntal choice
might be exercised in ways which led tc an inecrease in
discrimination and segregation. For instance, it might lead
pecple to move home and congregate in certain areas so as to
affect the racial balance of particular schools. They also
attached importance to the rights granted in the 1944
Education Act concerning religious education and hoped that
these would not be infringed in the course of the Government's
reforms. They disliked the trend towards secularism and were
happy to see greater emphasis given to teaching religion in
schools. But they also wanted to be sure that the safeguards
in the old Education Act would be preserved.

The Prime Minister said that she took note of these
concerns. She comménted that, where positive discrimination
had been practised in schocls, the results had been disastrous
as the recent case in Manchester showed. She deplored the
tendency to make comparative religion the main focus of
religious education. Religious education was bound to be
based predominantly on the Christian scriptures. To an
extent, understanding the history of our country depanded on

RESTRICTED
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understanding the message of the Bible. But the right of
individuals to opt out of religious education had always been
there and would continue.

Conclusion

Dr. Al-Ghamdi handed over a memorandum (copy enclosed)
summarising the points which the delegation had wanted to
make. In doing so he drew particular attention to their wish
to participate fully in the work of changing saciety,
particularly in the inner cities. They would like to put
forward specific proposals on this and to discuss them with
the Minister concerned. The community hoped very much that
the Prime Minister would accept an invitation to visit the
London Central Mosgue. The Prime Minister said that she would
do so with pleasura,

The Prime Minister would like departments concerned to
consider the memorandam and follow up any points where
necessary. In due course we shall have to consider the timing
of a visit to the Mosgue.

I am copying this letter to Robert Culshaw (Foreign and
Commonwealth Office) and Tom Jeffery (Department of Education

and Science).
hwk‘*rJlx

Gl

C. D. POWELL

Fhilip Mawer, Esqg.,
Home Office

RESTRICTED
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THE LONDON CENTRAL MOSQUE TRUST LIMITED
THE ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTRE

146, PARK ROAD, LONDOM MWE TRG  TEL: (01) 724 3383-T

Hemorandum to the Frime Mipister of the United Kingdom
from the Huslim Community of the United Kingdom.

The Muslim Community of Great Britailn expresses its profound

appreciation for the grant of a meeting with the Prime Hinisrer
and her advisers.

We have had a long and favourable association with the Government
of the United Kingdom. Indeed, when we recall the early history
of the Islamic Cultural Centre and London Central Mosque we are
reminded of the central role played by Lord Lloyd and several
other distinguished members of rhe British Government, who,
during the darkest days of the Second World War, mindful of the
contribucion of His Majeaty's Muslim Subjects to the war affort,
encouraged and actively supported our Community's efforts,
culminating in the gift by the Government of the day of the
present site, upon which our institution is built.

Our Community was further honoured by the presence of
His Majesty King George VI at the opening reception on Tuesday
21t November 1944,

However, we consider that the present time is particularly
appropriate for us to attempt to explain the experiences and
aeplirations of our community te H.M. Government.

We think that, on the basis of avallable evidence, the Muslim
population of the United Kingdom is approaching 2 millianm
persong, Many settled here from the New Commonwealth and other
parts of the world, bulL an increasing proportion consisting of
people who were born in this country.

Our community is rtaclially and socially diverse and derives much
of its character and strength from this diversity. We feal,
though, that many in the wider community, at both the official
and private levels, have failed to appreciate this diversity
and atill harbour the illusion that ours is a mono~-cultural,
ethnically based fraternity.

We adhere firmly to precepts which, we believe, eatablish us as
good citizens of the realm. HMuslims are industrious, thrifty,
loyal and concerned citizens. Our community is founded upon the
sanctity of family life, abstention from destructive activities,
and the performance of socially and economically rewarding effort.
We ablide by the laws of the land and we are involved in all facets
of national 1life.

Continued/2




However, our community has had much cause for concern at

the response to our presence by society at both official and
private levels. In some instances, our community has been
subjected to indiscriminate and lawless attacks. In other
cases, we have encountered the use of popular labels of
disrepute. MNevertheless, we have laboured to overcome

these difficulties and are satisfied that there are adequate
gpportunities and mechanisms for such corrective efforts.
However, we have good reason to suspect that the society at
large has yet to come to terms with our presence and impact.

It is on this basls that our community has noted with
approval the strong and principled stand which H.H. Government
has taken on issues abroad which are of intimate concern to
the local Muslim Community. In particular, we have been
much heartened by H.M, Government's consistent opposition

to the Soviet occupationm of Afghanistan and, more recently
your positive criticisms of the treatment of the Palestinian
people. Indeed, on the latter issue we wish Lo re-iterate
the unshakeable bond which unites all Muslims with Lhe exper-—
jences of the Palestinian pecple, most of whom are Muslims.
More specifically, Muslims, as much as Jews and Christians,
pay special regard to the conditioms inm Palescine since

we derive our faith and practice from a common SOoUurce.

Hence, we are deeply concerned over the threats to the
ganctity of the cradle of these great world faiths.

Our community feels that H.M, Government, more than that

of any other country, and because of its historical links with
mandate Palastine, owes a very speclal debt to the

Palestinlian people and therefore an obligation to adopt

ef fective policies to redress injustices and eliminate

the suffering currently being inflicted wpon them.

Accordingly, we urge H.M. Government to continue and to
intensify its efforts to achieve a just, enduring settlement
of the long-standing and vexed Palestinian question. We
pledge the support of all Huslims, at home and abroad, for
the practice of such a far-sighted policy.

Equally, our community supports H.M. Government 's

effarts at home, to revive and rejuvenate the soclal and economic
fortunee of our socliety. We wish to draw to your attention

gur desire to play an active part in this process.

Continued/3 .




In the first instance, our community practices a judicilous
blend of encouragement of private initiative with soclal
concern for the lesa well endowed in society. Thus, we
approve of H.M. Government's efforts to enable local
communities to become more self=-reliant through developing
their innate capabilities. By itCs very nature our community
iz highly urbanised, mainly concentrated in the inner ciry
areas to which H.M. Government ies directing much of its
attention. We are thus well placed to —participate in con-
gtructive change and in this way we could increase our
contribution to the wider society. In the course of time
we would be prepared to present specific proposals for our
more active participation in H.M. Government's policies

on the inner cities.

Similarly, we are interested in H.M. Government's proposed
reforms in the fields of social welfare and education. Our
compmunity would also be keen to demonstrate its readiness to
assume a leadership role in both of these areas. We are
generously provided with the required human rescurces and
possess the mechanisms to harness those talents. Unfortumnately,
thus far, particularly in the area of the provision of
education, our best endeavours have not yet recelved the
required level of official supporc.

We mavy also indicate that whereas, on this basis we strongly
gympathize with the current proposed educational reforms

in so far as they are intended to improve the quality of educa-
tion in society, nevertheless we are wary lest they erode
certalin well establighed walues. In particular, we would
wish to ensure that freedom of worship is maintained.
Likewise, we would hope to be satisfied that the widening of
parental choice and control, laudable motives in themselves,
does not facllitate the exercise: of practices inimical

to the interests of a relatively small community such as ours.
Our community would be much assured by the provision of
safeguards in these areas.

In conclusion, therefore,we would like to affirm that our
community 1s in & position to make a positive and responsible
contribution to the welfare and prosperity of this country.
We ourselves are only one amall segment of a vast international
fraternity to which we feel inextricably bound and

with which we can provide a useful Iink. At the same time

we share the hopes and saspirationa of other sectors of the
population, and we believe that our presence here, and our
full participation in the 1life of the nation, will serve to
foster closer understanding between the United Eingdom

and the worldwide Muslim Community for our mutual benefit.

26th April, 1988
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THE LONDON CENTRAL MOSQUE TRUST LIMITED
THE ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTRE

148, PARK ROA0, LOMDON NWE TRE TEL: (1) T24 3383-7

Dr. A. A. Mughram Al-Ghamdi

Director General
London GCentral Hosgue & Islamic Cultural Centre.

Sheikh Zahran Ibhrahim Mohamed Aly
Imam
London Central Hosque

Mr., M.T. Shaheen M.B.E.,

Fresident, Iszlamic Centre, Glasgow

Chairman of the Islamic Council of Scotland
Trustee of the Glasgow Central Hosque

Dr. H. Haseem , G.F.,
Chairman, Birmingham Mosque Trust

Hufti Gul Rahman
Chalrman, Tanzeem—-ul Quran, The Hidlands,
Chairman & Imam, Islamic Centre, Small Heath, Birmingham

HMr. Abdul BRashid Skinner

Frinciple Clinical Psychologist

Horthern Organiser, British Muslim Associationm
Conservative Candidate, Bradford City Council.

Hufti Hohamed Aslam,
Imam, Rotherham Mosque, Chairman of Sharia® Council, Rotherham

Dr. HMohamed Khalid,

Lecturer in Business Hanagement
Polytechnic of the South Bank,
& Financial Consultant

Mr. H.A. Hamid
RBetired Ciwvil Sarvant
Chairman, Wimbledon Moague

Hr. Tarek BRafig,
Barrister-at-Law,
Truatee, Bast London Mosque




From: THE PRIVATE SECRETAEY

Home Orrict

OUEEN ANNE'S GATE
LONTHN SWITH BAT

27 mpril 1988

DELEGATION OF IMAMS, 2B APRIL

Further to my letter of yesterday I attach
a short note on polygamy to add to the
briefing.

I am copying this letter to Robert Culshaw

(FCO) .
g"""k’""’-%.

Charles Powell, Esq
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Line to take

In taking actien to prevent the formation of settled polygamous
househelds in this country, the Goverrment is acting on a
recormerdation made by the all-party Select Committes on Home
Affairs.

Folycamy is socially unacceptable in a monogamous society such as
ctrs, and the potertial damage to commmity relations which can
resuit where sane men are seen to ba able to bring in more than ore
wife to live with them here is ocut of all proportion to the mmber of
such cases arising each year.

We have never claimed that the formation of polygamous houssholds
here iz a large preblem in terms of mmbers.

Eagkgroand

Abcut 120 or so wives admitted for settlement each year are polygamously
married. We estimate that about 25 polygamous households are established in
this country each year. In its report Immigratien from the Indian Sub-
Continent (1985-86 HC 67-II), the Home Affairs Committee reccemerded that the
ﬁmnigrattm.ﬂ.ct19?1beamgrdadtnmmmtlﬁrightnfentryf:msmﬂarﬁ
subsequent wives where a wife had already been admitted to the United Kingdom.
The Goverrment accepted this recomendation, which will be put into effect by
the passage of the current Immigration Bill and consequential changes to be
made to the Immigration Rules.




PRIME MINISTER

MEETING WITH DELEGATICOHN OF IMAMS

You have agreed to a meeting with a delegation of Muslim

religious leaders in the United Kingdom. A list of those

————

Egtendan is attached., In fact, five of the nine ara

businessmen and mﬁ?v three are Tmams. Since it is Ramadan,
they will be fasting and it will not be appropriate to offer
any tea or coffea,.

The main purpose of the meeting is to give the Maslim
community the feeling that they have cccasional access to you,

in the zame way that the Jewish community does. They

apparently want to cover both the demestic concerns of Muslims

in the United Kingdom as well asz one or two internaticnal

13SUas .

————

The malin domestic l1ssues are:

aeducation
e

race relations
e

social and religioys issyes
immigration

e ——

Thers is comprehenslve briefing in the folder provided by the
Home Office.

Since thare are nine of them, you may prefer te hold the
p—

masting in the Cabinet Foom rather than the White Drawing
Room .

hgrea?

C Y

CHARLES POWELL
27 April 13988




From: THE PRiviTE SECRETARY

I |.1'|"‘|-|:'. 'I:-:'I-I-H"I'
OLEEN ANMNE'S GATE
LONDON SWIH 9AT

-
21«

26 April 1988

Dol

Your letters of 8 March and & Appfl 1988 to
Kobert Culshaw at the FCO (copied to me) confirmed
that the Prime Minister is to meet a delegation of
Imams at Ko 10 at 1700 hours on Thuraday, 28 April.
It was subsequently agreed that the meeting would
concentrate on domeatie, rather than international,
igsues and that the Home Office would therefore take
the lead in the preparation of briefing, which is
nowW attached.

-III

Muglims are required to fast for one menth
gach year the month of Bamadan - abstaining from
eating and drinking between davn and sunset during
that period. Ramadan began this vear on 19 April
and so will be taking place when the delegation

AL e LB
e =z e b
“NEs

PJE!}&HEH

Charles Powell, Esq.,




OEJIECTIVES

The Islamic Cultural Cen:rq requested a meeting to discuss the

Arab/Israel situation and recent events in Palestine but, in

consultation with the FCO, it has been agreed that tha meeting

provides an idee:-af opportunity fo present the Covernment's views
community J E est a a

L W

involvement in the countrv of their adoption. The meeting

will also demonstrate that the views of the Muslim community

are Laken seriously and will balance (in their eyes) the

—m

regular meetings with leaders of the Jewish community.

2. - The main objective should therefore be to stimulate
discussion on the role of the Muslim community in contributing
to mainstream economic life in this country. There has been a

tendency both generally and by Muslims themselves to see their

community as self-contained and gperating within fairly

narrowly—defined fields. The Muslim population in this

-

country, which is not organised naticnally, numbers well over
one million, is largely concentrated in inner city areas, and
it 1is essential that the Muslim community seizes the
opportunities created by initiatives such as Action for Cities

to participate fully in social and economic regeneration.

3. To that end, influential Musliim leader=s should be
encouraged to review attitudes and influence their communities

so that both the part of the community which is successful in




business term= and the part of the community which is not, can
participate in and benefit from this process. Established
business people could, for example, participate in local
enterprise agencies and Muslim banks might consider supporting
financially community projects. Special schemes and

initiatives exist to help small businesses such as:

the Loan Cuarantee Scheme which provides certain cover

on bank locans for small firms;

the Enterprise Initiatiwve which offers inner city

businesses help to improve their performance.

Buzinegsses should be encouraged to make use of these.

4, Myslim leaders are in an ideal position to encourage
young Muslims, and in particular women, who are traditionally
hémébud;d, to take advantage of the-ﬁ;merﬂus schemes on offer
which provide the skills needed to compete for jobs.

5. The community might also be encouraged to involve
themselves in supporting voluntary effort in the inner cities
which benefits Muslims and others. Many veluntary groups
need not only management advice, secondments and training

provided by companies but also enthusiastic helpers with

local knowledge and expertise.




6. The Muslim community should be encouraged to stimulate

enterprise and new business, involve itselfl in local issues

and help regenerate inner cities.

216bPAL




THE DELEGATION

Little is known aboub the woark of the Islamic Cultural Centre,
or of the Director-General, Dr. A. A. Mughram Al-Ghandi, and

this may be a8 useful opppartunity to obtain details of the

Centre, its funding and its aims.

2. 0Of the people accompanying Dr. Al-Ghandi, I understand

that only three are actually Tmams (Sheikh Aly, Mufti Rahman

and Mufti Aslam): the others are predominantly businessmen -
in itsaelf an indication that they too may wish to concentrate

more on econcmlc matters.

3. Brief bicgraphical details of the delegation members are

as follows:

=heikh Mohamed Aly - Egyptian, believed to be

attached to the Embassy.

r i k = B

- Pakistani, born

23.3.25. Widower. Volunteered for military service
l?di, ;ﬁ& became Quartermaster for Field Hospitala in
British India Army. Discharged 1948. Arrived in
Britain (Glasgow) B June 195%8B. Chairman of Islamic
Council of Ecmtlané; Eresid;nL of the Islamic Centre
in Glasgow and vicé—ﬂhairman of the Council of
Mosques, United Kingdom and Ireland. Chairman of
numerous trading companies. Closely associated with
HRH Prince Muhammed of Faisal at Saud in promobing

Islamic economics and banking. Various philanthropic




works in Britain and overseas. Awarded an MBE in
January 1986 for his services to the community in the

West of Scotland.

= P - Paklstani, closely assocliated

with the Saudis.

4}f:ﬁ;L_ﬁghammﬂd_ﬁbﬁul_ﬂﬂmiﬂ - Pakistani, bﬁrn
23.12.1909. Married with 7 children. Retired
government servant from the Department of Environment
and the Government of Pakistan. Founder-member of
Merton CRC since its inception, serving as Treasurer

=

1975-1977. Served on the Merton Area Advisory

Committee, Area 4, Social Services Dept. for 3 years
(1978-1981). Member cf the Metropclitan Pelice 'V!

Division, Police Station Planning Committee since

October 1985.

Mr. Abdul Baschid skinner - Member of the }

Association for British Muslims.

Dr. Mohammed Khalid - no knowledge.

- Pakistani. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT

Mufti Mohammed Aslam - Pakistani.




33 Ar. Tarek Rafig - Bengali, born Simla

Itimachalradesh, India 27.9.37. Married 1964, one

son and two daughters.

Education: BA (Hons) Cambridge UniversiLy, Barrister-

at=-Law, Lincoln= Inn.
Chairman of the Muslim Lawyers' Association, Trustee

East London Mosque.

ISSUES WHICH MAY BE RAISED BY THE DELEGATION
Appended are background papers on issues which are known to

be aof concern to Muslims in this country.

EDUCATION : Maticnal Curriculum; Future of Community
Language Teaching; Testing and Assessment; Cpen Enrolment;
Grant-Maintained Schools; WVoluntary Aided schools; Sex
Education: Provision of Facilities for Muslim Children in

State Schools.

RACE RELATLONS
SOCIAL AND BELIGIOQUS ISSUES : Religious Slaughter of Animals;

Family/religious Courts; Muslim Personal Laws.

IMMIGRATION : Ministers of Religion; Businessmen;

Examination of Pakistani Visa Holders on Arrival in the UK;

General Immigration Issues.
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The National Curriculum

The Mational Curriculum aims to rise the standard of educalion
for gll children. All children, including those from ethnic
minorities, should benefit from the improvements we

anticipate,

The absence of explicit reference to multi-cultural education
in the Education Reform Bill is not evidence of any lack of
commitment by the Government to the need for the National
curriculum to reflect the multi-ethnic nature of our society.
The Government rejected a number of attempts to add Epﬂéifiﬂ
themes such as this to Clause 1 of the Bill, on the grounds
that it was preferable to use a general and timeless
expregsion of overall purpose = which is why the Bill requires
the promotion of "the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and
physical development of pupils....and of society". BSuch a

purpose could not be fulfilled in Britain today without

consideration of the multi-cultural nature of our society.

The subject Working Groups on the Hational Curriculum which
have already been established, and the Task Group on
Assessment and Testing have all been asked to take account of
the ethnic and cultural diversity of the school population and
of gsociety in establishing the more detailed arrangements for
the implementation of the National Curriculum. And the Bill
provides for full and open consultation on the Working Group's

recommendations before these are given the force of law.




The widespread consultation which teck place en the National
furriculum proposals revealed wide agreement on the core

subjects chosen.

FUTURE OF COMMUNITY LANGUACE TEACHING

The National Curriculum will contain, as one of the foundation
subjects, a modern foreign language. The languages which will
have the status of foundation subjects will be those of the
European Community and other commercially impertant languages.

=

Community languages (ie mother-tongues| will not qualify as

foundation subjects unless they fall within these categories.

However, schools will be expected to provide for other topics
in the time set aside for non-foundation subjects. There is
no reason why individual schools wishing te include community
languages in their curriculum should not be able to make

provision for these in this time.

IE—EI'-‘HE EHE EEFFH"'F'HE ]-,]_"‘r
The Covernment is aware that considerable concern is felt
about this testing and assessment proposals wiih regard to

ethnic minerity pupils.

The Task Group on Assessment and Testing (TGAT), which was set
up last year to advise on assessmenl and testing within the
national curriculum, has now issued its report. We have
welcomed the broad framework of the report and are considering

its detailed recommendations.




The TGAT report recognises that there may be difficulties
presented by pupils whose first language is not English. It
suggests that headteachers might exempt such children from
tests where this problem is so severe as to render the
assessment unworkable. To record a low level of performance
for this reason would be no reflection on a pupil's general

ability but merely an indication that the pupll needed special

help in English language skills. TGAT recommends that

assessment in other skills and understanding, particularly at
age 7, should, wherever practicable and necessary, be

conducted 1n the pupil's first language.

The report also recommends that assessment tasks be reviewed
regularly for evidence of bias, particularly in respect of
gender and race. Two procedures are suggested:; first, that
the agencies responsible for the development of assessment
instruments should incorporate formal reviews of proposed
material for any evident sex or race stereotyping; and
second, that assessment devices should be statistically

examined for evidence of item or guestion bias.

OFEN ENROTMENT

The Education Reform Bill includes proposals to extend
existing parental rights of choice of schoeol. The policy will
offer all parents, regardless of ethnic background, a better
chance of having their preferences met. Muslim parents will,

of course, wish to exercise that choice.




Concern has been expressed that open admission may lead to
racially segregated schocls. Existing settlement patierns

already mean that there are in excess of 400 schools with 75%

S -

or more ethnic minority pupils, and so have 90% plus ethnic

- -

minecity pupils. It is very difficult to try to plan for a

=

racial balance in schools. Attempts to do so in the past,
through "bussing”, have failed. Existing safeguards agalnst
illegal discrimination will continue to apply. No school will
he able to refuse a child admission on racial grounds, and
LEAs and governors will not be able te use racially bhiased
criteria for determining which children to admit in the event
of over-subscription. However, the Government believes that
when parents make a choice of school, it is the educational

standards rather than the racial complexion that matters most.

GRANT-MAINTAINED SCHOOLS

The Education Reform Bill includes provisions enabling schocols
maintained by Local Education Authorities to apply fer grant-
maintained status, receiving grant directly from the Secretary
of State. These schools will receive a recurrent grant
egquivalent to the amount the LEA would have spent on Lhem.

Capital grant will be 100%.

Grant-maintained schools will not be prejudicial to minority
interests. It has always been intended that these schools
should be responsive to their community. A grant-maintained
gcheol in an area where the ethnic minorities are strongly
represented will, as elsewhere, have been established at the

initiative of the parents; they and other local people will




then be strongly represented on its governing body. It will
gurely be their primary purpose to meet local needs. The
governors will be reguired to consider any representations on
curriculum content frem members of the local community and, if
parents are dissatisfied with any aspect of the school's
curriculum, there will be procedures for complaint. The

govenors will also be reguired to present all parents with an

annual report and te held an annual parents' meeLing. The

needs of ethnic minority pupils will net be forgotten.

Schools, whether county or wvoluntary, who wish Lo become
grant-maintained can make an application for that status only
in their existing character, and they would be expected to
maintain that ethos as a grant-maintained school. Any
propoged change thereafter would be regarded as a significant
change of character which would require the publication of

proposals for consideration by the Secretary of State.

Grant-maintained schools will enjoy greater autonomy than
maintained schools, but they will be in receipt of public
funds and will in consequence be reguired to act in accordance
with the powers and duties which they will be given by the
legislation. These will be set out in the school's articles
of government, which will be made by the Secretary of State.
Grant-maintained schools will be reguired te fulfil the
genaral demands of the Natieonal Curriculum and be open to

inspection by HM Inspectors of Schools.




It would be illegal for a grant-maintained school Lo
discriminate racially either in its admissions policy or in
the general conduct of its affairs. The Bill has made this
quite explicit by extending the relevant secticns of the Race
Relations Act 1976 to grant-maintained schools. There will be
additional safeguards. Grant-maintained schools will be

required to publish annually details of their admission

arrangements and to establish appeals machinery for parents

who believe that these arrangements have not been properly
applied. Such arrangements will have to be agreed with the
Secretary of State who would expect many such schocls to
attach considerable importance in deciding their priorities in
the event of over—subscription te applications from their

immediate neighbourhood.

COMMON MU

Voluntary aided schools

Under the Education Act 1944 it is open to Muslims as to any
other persons te propose the establishment of a voluntary
aided school. All such proposals require the approval of the
Secretary of State and each is considered on its individual
merits. Amongst the factors the Secretary of State takes into
account in reaching decisions are the need for additicnal
publicly-maintained school places in the locality concerned,
the evidence of current demand for education of the Lype to be
offered at the school, and the willingness of the Local
Education Authority (LEA) concerned to maintain the school as
a voluntary aided schocl. He must also satisfy himself that

the promoters of a proposed new aided school will be able to




meet the expenses that fall to them; that the proposed
premises meet the reguirements of the Standards of School
Premises Regulations; and that the proposed admission
arrangements, secular curriculum and gualifications of stalfl

are in accordance with the Education Acts.

sex Educaticon

The Educatien (No. 2) Act 1986 places responsibility on

governing bodies for determining what sex eduction sheould be
offered in their schools; section 46 of the Act further
requires that sex education should be given in such a manner
as Lo encourage pupils to have due regard to moral
considerations and the value of family life. Governing bodies
will also have the discretion Lo accept or reject reguests
from parents for their children tc be withdrawn from any sex
aeducation to which they object. FPFarents have no statutory
right to cause their children to be withdrawn but some will
have strong objections on religious grounds to their children
receiving sex education. Governing bodies should fully

appreciate this in exercising their discretion.

The Education Act 1944 requires that the religious
instruction given to pupils in county schools shall be
in accordance with an agreed syllabus. Under
Schedule 5 to the 1944 Act, LEAs are required to
establish an advisory council, including

representatives of the religious denominations from




Lhe area in guestion, to draw up the terms of an
agreed syllabus. In accordance with these procedures
many LEAs ;uve recently revised their agreed
syllabuses to reflect more closely the multi-faith

nature af their areas.

The Education Act 1944 also enables pupils to be
withdrawn at their parents' request in order to

recéivﬂ elsewhars religiﬂua.inatru:Linn of a kind not
provided in the school. It also requires LEAs to make
facilities available, subject to certain conditions,
to enable such instruction to take place on school
premises EFor these parents ef children in county

secondary schools who desire 1bt, provided that the

cost of the instruction doez not fall en the LEA.

n. Halal meat apd food

Under the Education Act 1980, LEAs are responsible for

the school meals service & number of authorities have

=

introduced halal meat and food as an alternative to
more traditional menus, in response to the needs of

-

Muslim children.

jties
The response to the needs of Muslim pupils for prayer
facilities is a matter for indiwvidual LEAs and
schools. It may be possible for schools to agree
arrangements for accommodation to be made available

for prayer at appropriate times during the day.




d. Separate PE and swimming lessons for bovs and airls

and exemnp 13 i ren a = M i

lessons

Responsibility for responding to the religious and
eultural backgrounds of pupils rests primarily with
individual LEAs and schools. The arrangements made
will vary according te local circumstances. Many
schools, reflecting parents concerns, already make
geparate provision for boyes and girls in PE classes

and swimming lessons.

Parents have a statutory right to withdraw their

children only from religious instruction. With the

exception of special provisions for sex education,

which has already been mentioned, parents are not
allowed to withdraw pupils from elements cf the

gecuylar curriculum at their own choice.

The Education (School Information) Regulations 1987
already includes among the information LEAs are
required to publish on individual schools, details of
“the main societies and activities open to, and the

facilities available to, pupils at the school




otherwise than as part of the education provided

therein."

Training and appointment of Muslim teachers and other
taff

The appointment of teaching and other staff in schools
i= generally under the control of the LEA, in

consultation with the governing body of the individual

school .

The Government is concerned to increase the supply of
athnic mincrity teachers. DPostgraduate Certificate of
Education Courses, and shortened BEd courses far
students with ethnic minority community language
skills are in progress or planned at several
institutions. The Government has also reviewed its
administrative procedures for recognition of overseas

gqualifications.

references

Responsibility for current book stocks and new book

purchases rests with individual LEAs and schocls. It
is open to parents to raise with headteachers any
concerns they may have about the use of particular

texts.




h. Continuance of sinaole-sex scheools
LEAs are responsible for providing schoels in

area. They are under no statutory obligation ot

provide single-sex schools and it is for them to

decide how to respond to parental preferences for such
gchools. In considering proposals from an LEA Lo open
a new county school or close an existing one, the
Secretary of State attaches particular weiﬁht Lo
parental preferences, including preferences for single
sex schools. Parental choice could not, however, be
conclusive if the proposals would net provide
efficient education or an efficient use of resources.
In considering a proposal for a new single =ex school,
the Secretary of State would particularly want te be
satisfied of the extent of parental demand for it and
of how the setting up of the new school was to be

of fset by proposals for reducing the number of places
elsewhere, bearing in mind that rolls are generally
falling. The Government have also made it clear that
it will approach with particulér care any proposals to

reduce single-sex provision.

216dPAL




BACE RELATIONS

The main legislative instrument against racial discrimination
is the Race Relations Act 1976. It makes direct and indirect
discrimination unlawful in the fields of employment,
education and the provision of goods, services, facilities
and premises. It gives individuals a right of direct access
to the civil courts and industrial tribunals for legal
remaedies for unlawful discrimination. In addition, the law
on incitement to racial hatred has been strengthened by new
legislation contained in Part IIT of the Public Order Act

1986 which came into force on 1 April 19B7.

LINE TC TAEE

The Gowvernment is firmly committed to a falr and just society

in which all individuals, w