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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary 5 December 1988

VISIT OF PRINCE SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN

Thank you for your letter of 5 December
about the visit of Prince Sadruddin Aga
Khan on 16 December. I feel that it will
not be possible for the Prime Minister
to see him on this occasion.

C. D. POWELL

J. S. Wall, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

5 December 1988

Visit of Prince Sadruddin Aga Xhan

Prince Sadruddin will be attending a conference in
London on 16 December, and has asked if he might pay a
brief call on the Prime Minister on that day.

We recommend that the Prime Minister should see
prince Sadruddin, the UN Coordinator for Afghanistan aid,
when he visited London in June; unfortunately, it proved
impossible to arrange a mutually convenient date. As I
mentioned in my letter of 20 June, Prince Sadruddin
expressed the hope that he would be able to meet the
Prime Minister at a later stage.

We do not, however, believe that the Prime Minister
should give any priority to seeing him now. We know that
her diary is full.

The Foreign Secretary plans to see him on
16 December; we may arrange other meetings here, and
at the ODA, if Prince Sadruddin's programme allows.

— Gl

(J S Wall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

20 June 1988
> "// 24

2 /
N, CL@

Visit of Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan

Thank you for your letter of 13 June.

We have been in touch with Prince Sadruddin. He says
that he still wishes to visit London on 24 June, since he
will be attending a conference that day of voluntary agencies
involved with aid for Afghanistan. He would like to call
on the FCO: he will see the Foreign Secretary and then have
some more detailed discussions with officials.

Nonetheless, Prince Sadruddin hopes to return to London
at a later and mutually more convenient date in order to see
the Prime Minister. It may be best if we discuss possible
dates with him during his visit here on 24 June. We can then
be in touch again.

k%

fyq ] y/,\

( P

1S 1ot

(R N Peirce)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary 13 June 1988

W &,

VISIT OF PRINCE SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN

Thank you for your letter of 13 June about the visit of
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan on 24 June. I of course understand
his importance and the desirability of the Prime Minister
seeing him. But the fact is that the visit has been fixed for
a date which may be convenient for him and others but is
absolutely not at all convenient for the Prime Minister. It
would not seem to me to be beyond the bounds of protocol to
suggest that, important as he is, he might alter the date of
his visit to fall in with the Prime Minister's programme. I
should be grateful if you could investigate the possibilities
of this. You might like to liaise with Tessa Gaisman about
possible dates after the European Council on 27/28 June.

.

&

C. D. POWELL

R. N. Peirce, Esq.
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH
13 June 1988

\

&
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Visit of Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, UN Coordinator for the
Afghanistan aid programme, plans to visit London on
24 June. He will call on the Foreign Secretary and meet
senior officials from the FCO and the ODA. The Foreign
Secretary also recommends that the Prime Minister should
receive Prince Sadruddin.

Prince Sadruddin is a former UN High Commissioner for
Refugees who now lives in Geneva. (The Prime Minister will
recall meeting him in 1986 when he came to London for
election as UN Secretary-General.) He was appointed

UN Coordinator by the UN Secretary-General (to whom he
answers directly) in late May, and is responsible for all
aspects of the aid programme to Afghanistan. He is likely
to prove an increasingly important and prominent figure in
the months to come.

UN planning for the aid programme to Afghanistan is
now gathering speed, although it is still too early to know
whether the start of Soviet withdrawal has yet triggered
a gradual exodus of refugees from Pakistan and Iran. The
bulk of the refugees are not expected to begin their return
until 1989 at the earliest, but of more immediate interest
are Prince Sadruddin's plans to convene a UN pledging
conference in New York on 14 June. The Prime Minister will
know that we have already announced that we will contribute
£10 million this year for Afghan refugee relief and
resettlement.

The Foreign Secretary considers that a call by
Prince Sadruddin on the Prime Minister would be a good
opportunity to probe his thinking. It would also
demonstrate our continuing interest in Afghanistan and our
concern for the plight of the Afghan refugees. It would
also be an opportunity to reinforce our view that aid
should as far as possible go to those in need, not be used
to bolster the legitimacy of the Kabul regime.

/The
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The Foreign Secretary understands that the
Prime Minister is already very busy on 24 June. But he
considers it important that the Prime Minister should see
Sadruddin, particularly since he will be seeing
Vice President Bush and Secretary of State Shultz (and
possibly also President Reagan) on his trip to the US,
and President Mitterrand and the French Prime Minister in
Paris. The visit to London will receive publicity and the
Foreign Secretary believes that it would be misunderstood
if Sadruddin were not received at a comparable level here.

C
WS N

N
R ,/ )
\
S’Kg '\C)/x\_,,_\

(R N Peirce)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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COVERING CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

7 October 1986

Dot lafs,s

UN Secretary-Generalship

In my letter of September I said it was
our expectation that the re-election of
Perez de Cuellar would be completed in the course
of October. I now enclose UKMIS New York telegram
978 of 2 October which gives the latest position.

In brief, the five Permanent Members haue
assured Perez de Cuellar of their support and_
reCeived his agreement to serve a. secand.term
Procedures are in hand aimed at his election by
the Security Council and then afterwards by the
General Assembly on 10 October.

(R N Culshaw)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
No 10 Downing St

COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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“« UKMIS NEW YORK TOP COPY

TO WMMEDWATE FCO

TELNO 978 U= (k‘/?f\fb’o’u\_

OF 1223107 OCTOBER 86
ANFO ROUTHNE WASHINGTON,' PARIS, MOSCOW, PEKHAG ¢ shd g“tgw,tr

t‘o V a L\M&
MY TELNO 8473 ELECT:ON OF UN SECRETARY-GENMNERAL

I~
SUMMARY
1. PEREZ DE CUELLAR o8 WILLANG TO SERVE A SECOND TERM. THE 2
PERMANENT MEMBERS HAVE ASSURED HIM OF THE{R SUPPORT AND SO #MNFORMED
THE PRESHDENT OF THE SECUR.TY COUNCHL:, WHO wilLlL NOW TAKE APPROPR:I.ATE
ACTiHON

DETAAL

2. THE AMBASSADORS OF THE 5 STATES PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY
COUNCHL CALLED BY ARRANGEMENT ON THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 4N H4S HOUSE
ON THE AFTERNOON OF 2 OCTOBER, EACH OF THE FiLVE:,» SPEAKIING ON BEHALF
OF HiS OWN GOVERNMENT,: EXPRESSED CONF:IDENCE stN THE SECRETARY

GENERAL AND THE HOPE THAT HE WOULD SERVE FOR A SECOND TERM. If HE
WOULD AGREE.,s THEY WOULD SUPPORT H«#,

3. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SA4D THAT., ¥ ELECTED BY THE SECURATY
COUNC:HL AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY:: HE WOULD BE WMLL:sNG TO SERVE A
SECOND TERM,» THOUGH TH4S WOULD BE AT SOME PERSONAL SACRiFsICEsy SUNCE
‘bT WAS NOT ALTOGETHER A PLEASANT JOE AND HE HAD MANY THINGS 4N
PRIVATE LWFE WHICH HE WOULD LYKE TO DO. HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT REFUSE
A CALL TO SUCH DUTY AND HiS HEALTH, HE BEL'EVED,: WAS SATUSFACTORY,
HE NOTED THAT HE HAD RECEJVED ASSURANCES FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN
PERSONALLY AND FROM MR SHULTZ OF AMER4CAN SUPPORT FOR THE UNATED
NAT:HONS AND.,s olN PARTICULAR:,: FOR AMERICAN FuUNANCH-AL CONTR::BUT:RONS.
AMBASSADOR WALTERS CONF«HRMED THIS AND SA'D THAT HE PERSONALLY WOULD
REDOUELE HAS EFFORTS W'.TH THE US CONGRESS.

be # SAYD THAT THE BRITiISH GOVERNMENT BELMEVED PEREZ DE CUELLAR

WAS THE RILGHT MAN FOR 2 CRUCHAL TASKS. THE FIRST WAS TO CARPY OUT A
NUMBER OF REFORMS #NTERNALLY N THE UNITED NATHONS SO AS TO PRODUCE

A MORE EFFUCIENT AND COST-EFFECTHVE ORGAN:SAT/ON, THE WAY FORWARD
LAY THROUGH THE APPROVAL OF THE Gi8 REPORT AND THEN ATS

MMPLEMENTAT-MON. WE LOOKED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO TAKE A LEAD

AND, dF HE DiD SO, WE WOULD GIVE HI¥ FULL SUPPORT. THE SECOND TASK

WAS TO ASSHST THE SECURITY COUNCIL «/N RESOLV:ING ACTUAL AND POTENTH AL

CONFLICTS. THIS WOULD BE MORE EAS'LY ACHIFVED (AS THE SECRETARY=-
[CeNeL A
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GENERAL HAD H¥MSELF CBSERVED) & THERE WAS PROGRESS tkN THE

Sc LATUONSHI®P BETWEEN THE GREAT POWERS. THE PRESENT JOMNT APPROACH £
THE 5 PERMANENT MEMBERS WAS A HAPPY AUGURY AND REPRESENTED A

READI!NESS TO WORK TOGETHER WHICH NEEDED TO BE CARRIED OVER #NTO

OTHER PROELEMS,

5. AMBASSADOR DE KEMOULARIA SPOKE SiMI4L ARLY FOR FRANCE(. STRESSH:NG
THE #MPORTANCE OF A SL4MMING DOWN OF THE UN STRUCTURE. HE SPOKE
GLOWELNGLY OF THE NDEPENDENT ROLE A SECRETARY-GENERAL COULD PLAY,

THE SOVHET AMBASSADOR SHOWED SHGNS OF RESTLESSNESS AND THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL ANTERVENED TO SAY THAT 4N HIS VHEW THE CHARTER
PRESCR:{ BED THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL WAS THE SERVANT OF THE

SECURATY COUNCHAL AND HE WOULD ALWAYS WiSH TO ACT #iN THE CLOSEST
CONCERT ¥2KTH THE SECURHTY COUNC:L AND NOTABLY WHTH kTS 5 PERMANENT
MEMBERS.

6. THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR SA:#D THAT HiS COUNTRY WAS SET ON THE PATH
OF REFORM, THEY KNEW FROM THKS EXPERUENCE THAT REFORM WAS NO EASY
MATTER:, BUT UNQUEST::ONABLY THE UN NEEDED A GOOD DEAL OF REFORMIAG,
H!S DELEGATHON WOULD GIWE THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SUPPORT N THIS
DiFFICULT TASK,

7. AMBASSADOR WALTERS ALSO SPOKE N FAVOUR OF THE NECESSUTY OF
REFORM AND OF A BUDGETARY PROCESS WH#CH PROCEEDED BY CONSENSUS AND
GAVE DUE WEHGHT TO THE MAUN CONTRJIBUTORS. (THE CHINESE AMEASSADOR

SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD ME THAT CHiNA WAS NOT,- REPEAT NOT.,« PREPARED TO
(INSHST ON CONSENSUS. FRANKLY THEY DD NOT TRUST THE U S TO

BEHAVE N A ''UN=SPURITED'' MANNER,) THE SECRETARY-GENERAL NOTED
THE DIFFACULTY OF REFORM BUT EXPRESSED HIS DETERMINATIHON TO CARRY
4T OUTr,» THOUGH WETH FAMRNESS TO ALL CONCERMNED,

8. AFTER Hi{S OR:GINAL STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR A SECOND TERM FOR
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL!,y AMBASSADOR BELONOGOV SA4D NOTHYNG, HOWEVER:,
HE SMINLED HAPP«LY WHEN PEREZ DE CUELLAR NOTED THE APPROPRHWATE
SYMBOL#SM OF OUR ACCADENTAL SEATANG WHICH HAD PLACED THE SOWHET
AMBASSADOR TO HiS LEFT AND THE US AMBASSADOR TO Hi& RMGHT. PEREZ

DE CUELLAR SAID THAT THE SIGNS OF AN sIMPROVHNG RELATH.ONSHiI# BETWEEN
THE TwO SUPER POWERS HAD BEEN UNFLUENT-FAL MN H4S READMNESS TO

SERVE A SECOND TERM,

9, MMED}ATELY FOLLOWING THIS MEET#NG THE 5 AMBASSADORS CALLED ON

THE PRESHDENT OF THE SECURATY COUNCitL (THE UAE AMBASSADOR). THE
FHVE ¢ NFORMED HIM THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL WAS WHLLANG TO SERVE

A SECOND TERM AND THAT THEY WOULD GIVE HIM THEUR SUPPORT. ik WAS
$NVITED TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THE F#VE AS TO NEXT STEPS, ++ SUSGESTED
THE PRESHDENT MIGHT LIKE TO CONSULT THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COUNCML
'WNDAIDUALLY TELULYNG THEM OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S WML WNGNESS

..Q./ /,ro
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”: STRVE AGA4N. . AS 1 HOPED, THERE WAS UNAN4MITY:: HE WOULD NO
COUBT WISH PERSONALLY TO HNFORM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, 48§ SUCH AN
EVERT ¢ SUGGESTED THAT HE SHOULD MEET WMiTH THE LEGAL ADVI'SERS OF
THD 7\VE PERMANENT MEMBERS TO MAKE SURE THAT THERE WAS FULL
UNDERSTAND#NG ON PROCEDURES, #: BEL*"EVED THAT T MIGHT BE FOUND
CONVENHENT FOR THE SECURITY COUNCHL TO MEET 4N FORMAL PRUNATE
SESS!HON ON THE MORNMNG OF FR4DAY 10 OCTORER TO ELECT PEREZ DE CUELLAR
AND FOR THE CGENERAL ASSEMBLY TO MEET THE SAME AFTERNOON FOR THE SAME
PURPOSE. (4 HAD EARUIER #N THE DAY CONFMRMED WI-TH THE PRESIDENT OF

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT THIS PROCEDURE WOULD BE CONVENHENT,) THE
UAE AMBASSADOR LOOKED GRATW#FHED AND SEEMED READY TO ACT

ACCORDHNGLY,

10, THE FMVE AMBASSADORS AGREED THATI, tif ASKED WHY THEY HAD CALLED

JOBNTLY ON THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (THOUGH OF COURSE WE WOULD DO OUR
BEST TO AVO4D PUBLHCHTY), WE WOULD SAY THAT WE HAD CALLED TO

DASCUSS MATTERS OF MUTUAL MANTEREST. #F ASKED WHY WE HAD CALLED ON
THE PRESMDENT OF THE SECURLTY COUNCH{s:> WE WOULD REPLY THAT WE

HAD DISCUSSED SECURITY COUNCUM BUSHNESS AND REFUSE TO BE DRAWN
BEYOND THAT.

THOMSON
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Foreign and Commonwealth Offic7
1

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

2
London SWI1A 2AH

30 September 1986

| TSGR T Ry
=

Prime Minister's Meeting with Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan

Your letter of 23 September reported the Prime Minister's
meeting with Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan.

We are not surprised to hear of his lobbying for the
UN Secretary-Generalship. He has been active in promoting
his interest in the post for some time and spoke to Sir Antony
Acland on the subject in April &nd July.

g e —

Sir John Thomson has reported from New York that the
five Permanent Members of the Security Council have agreed
to act together in order to work for the early re-election
of Sr Perez de Cuellar. The Secretary-General appears to
have recovered well from his heart operation in early August
- he certainly Tooked fit when the Foreign Secretary saw
him last week - and the indications are still that he would
be willing to continue in office provided that he had general
support. The Africans have also agreed to support him if
he is willing to continue.

Subject to any dramatic developments over the Secretary-
General's health (or, just conceivably, on the financial
crisis in the UN) it is our expectation that the necessary
procedures in the Security Council and General Assembly
to re-elect Sr Perez de Cuellar will be completed in the
course of October, thus leaving the Secretary-General to
conce€nitrate on the important issues of the General Assembly
and the financial problems.

Dtrns ey

Q/Lfk Cffkyy)
(R N Culshaw) s
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
PS/10 Downing Street
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NOTE FOR THE RECORD

CDP discussed the possibility of the Prime
Minister seeing Prince Sadruddin at the
end of the diary meeting. She agreed.

I consequently found a slot on Tuesday

23 September at 1700.

CAROLINE RYDER

2 September 1986
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CHARLES
S,

daN,. . 2
Mr. Keating has telephoned

L\¢2 N | ST
from Geneva (he is secretary

C OE\ -

to Prince Sadruddin Aga‘Khan).

If you have a suitable
opportunity, he would
appreciate it if you could

ring “him,

(He apparently didn't want
to speak to any other Private

Secretary) .

Debbie Green

4 August 1986
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 22 June 1983

I am replying to your letter to Michael
Alison of 14 June about the visit to this
country of the Aga Khan.

I hope you have now received my letter

of 16 June and I enclose a further copy.

Could you please confirm that this time

will be convenient?

(S

John Wheeler, Esq., M.P.




10 DOWNING STREET

gty

Could you please advise
so that Michael Alison

can reply to John Wheeler?

Thanks.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 16 June 1983

Further to your letter of 21 April to

Ian Gow regarding the visit to this country of

the Aga Khan, I am now writiﬁg to let you know

the Prime Minister would be very happy to

receive him on Wednesday 6 July at 0915 hours.

I should be grateful if you would kindly

confirm whether this time is convenient.

Caroline Stephens

John Wheeler, Esq., J.P., M.P.




From: John Wheeler, J.P., M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

1l4th June 1983

He J Pehan |
I refer togpmu:éetter of the 17th

May, a copy of which I enclose, together with a copy
of the reply I have received from the President
of the Aga Khan Council in the United Kingdom.

Is it possible for the Prime Minister
to meet the request made for a brief visit to No. 10

on the 6th July, or on some other convenient date?

~fanmGow, Esg., M.P.,

10 Downing Street,
London, S.W.1.




N
OVERSEAS: HARKIKATI, LONIDON W.5

TELEX: 268816 — A/B HAKIKI G

19th May 1983

Thank you for meeting us at such short notice on
Saturday 14th May.

I was extremely happy to hear from you that a
reception at No: 10 Downing Street will be possible
during His Highness The Aga Khan's visit to the

United Kingdom between 6th and 9th July 1983, (our \\<<i
X

preferred date would be Wednesday, 6th July, either
during lunch hour or between 2.30 and 5.30 p.m.).

As kindly suggested by you, I am going ahead with
the arrangements of a Banquet at the Guildhall and
hope that the Prime Minister will be able to attend.

If this is not possible, I would appreciate your
assistance in ensuring that a Senior member of the
Cabinet will be the guest of honour. We have fixed

the date of the Banquet for Wednesday, 6th July, 1983
@iy 30 pLem. O
e ———— ettt

I look forward to hearing from you in due course but

in the meantime, allow me to wish you a very successful
election Campaign.

With kind regards.

e \Y\(,("ﬂl.‘)

Q_)»\—V\ AtV Q{V\o‘\"—?\

John Wheeler Esq., J.P.
House of Commons
London SW1A OAA




17th May 1983

Unfortunately, the Prime Minister is not
able to be the Guest of Honour at a
Banauet which is being given for the

Aga Khan on 6th July owing to a long-
standing previous engagement.

However, the Prime Minister does hope to
receive the Aga Khan when he is in London
1N July.

With best wishes for a triumphant result
in Westminster South.

IAN GOW

John Whec ler Esq JP




f 8
cc Mr. Flesher

MR. GOW

The Aga Khan

John Wheeler wrote to you on 21 April

suggesting that:

(a) the Prime Minister should be the guest of

honour at a banquet for the Aga Khan on 6 July;

(b) failing that, she should receive the Aga

Khan during his visit here in July.

The Prime Minister cannot do (a), since
she has another engagement. However she has
agreed in principle to do (b). We shall

fix a date after the election.

You may care to convey this information
to Mr. Wheeler.

13 May 1983
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From: THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

Howme OFFice
QUEEN ANNE'S GATE
LONDON SWIH 9AT

5 May 1983

War Jahn

‘

We spoke earlier this week about your letter of 2§/Apri1 to

John Holmes about the possibility of the Prime Minister receiving
His Highness the Aga Khan in the course of his forthcoming visit
here.

The Aga Khan is, as you are probably aware, spiritual leader of
the Ismaeli Muslims throughout the world. In this country, the
Ismaelis are a small, prosperous community, not prominent in
race relations terms.

In his own right, the Aga Khan is of course a well-known and
respected personality world wide and has been honoured by the Queen
with the personal title of 'His Highness'. He has many important
connections in the world of finance and business, and like his
grandfather has played a leading part in the European racing scene.
He has had a number of recent contacts with the Home Secretary,
primarily on personal business.

We should therefore see no reason why the Prime Minister should
not receive the Aga Khan, and indeed the Home Secretary would
strongly encourage her to do so, subject to the viewsof the
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary.

&mux QGWLNJﬂ
L‘-&l'_:j P%.

MRS L PALLETT

A J Coles, Esq
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John Coles

THE AGA KHAN

Herewith letter dated 21st April
from John Wheeler, plus enclosure,
and copy of my reply of today's
date.

May I have your advice, please,

about the recommendation which

John Wheeler makes in the fourth

0,

paragraph of his letter?

IAN GOW




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

Mr. John Wheeler, M.P. has written about the visit by
the Aga Khan to this country in July.

He has conveyed a request from the President of the Aga
Khan Council in the UK that the Prime Minister should be
the guest of honour at a Silver Jubilee Banquet to be held
in the Guildhall on Wednesday 6 July. The Prime Minister will
not be able to accept since she is dining with the Speaker
on that evening.

Mr. Wheeler further recommends that the Prime Minister
should receive the Aga Khan during his visit. I should be
grateful for any advice which you and Tony Rawsthorne would
wish to offer about this request.

I am copying this letter to Tony Rawsthorne (Home Office).

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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From: John Wheeler, J.P., M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

21st April 1983

ZZ)*(_,/1;N.) f
I mentioned to you a little
while ago that the Aga Khan community numbering
some 10,000 persons in the U.K., were anxious

to involve the Prime Minister in the Aga Khan's
visit to this country.

As you know, the Aga Khan's
community are all in business and frightfully
Eichil

The President of the Aga Kahn
Council in the U.K., with whom I have had a
discussion, has sent me the enclosed six
page letter. I have marked the key points on

Pl andup. 45535 7 867

| e——

The principal request is that
the Prime Minister should be the Guest of
Honour at the Silver Jubilee banquet to be
held in the Guildhall on Wednesday, 6th
July. It will, as you will see, be an
important occasion. Failing the Prime Minister's
attendance, I would recommend that she receives
the Aga Kahn at No. 10 at some point during his
visit to the country.

Will you let me know how we are
to proceed as I keep a close eye on this community

on behalf of our Party.

4

Ian Gow, Esq., T.D., M.P.,
No. 10 Downing Street,
London, S.W.1.




HIS HIGHNESS PRINCE AGA KHAN SHIA IMAMI ISMAILIA
COUNCIL FOR THE U.K.

TELEGRAMS:
INLAND: HAKIKATI, KENS, LONDON
OVERSEAS: HAKIKATI, LONDON W

TELEX. 268816

A/B HAKIKI

April 13, 1983.

Mr. John Wheeler, M.P.,
House of Commons,
Westminster,

LONDON, S.W. 1

Dear Mr. Wheeler,

Let me begin by expressing my deep gratitude for having
met me on Thursday, March 31, at Mr. Badru Virani's hotel.
The exchange of views on matters of general interest,

and particularly on the main features of a programme
connected with His Highness the Aga Khan's forthcoming
visit to the United Kingdom in July 1983, was most useful.
As discussed, a major event in this programme will be a
banquet to be hosted by His Highness, to which we would
like to invite the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Mrs.
Margaret Thatcher, to be the Guest of Honour.

At your request, so as to enable you to discuss the
programme further with your colleagues, I will attempt

to explain in this letter the significance of the visit,
situating it within a worldwide programme of events

that have either already taken place or are being planned.
I also enclose supporting documents which provide more
detailed information in this respect.

His Highness the Aga Khan completed twenty-five years of
his Imamat (i.e. leadership) of the Ismaili Muslims in
July 1982, having succeeded his grandfather, the late Sir
Sultan Mohammed Shah Aga Khan on July 11, 1957. At the
time of his accession, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
graciously conferred the dignity of His Highness in
recognition of prominent services rendered to the
Commonwealth and to the cause of peace by his predecessors
and community.




The Ismaili community, numbering some 15 million and
living in over 25 countries, is celebrating His Highness's
Silver Jubilee during the year July 11, 1982 to July 11,
1983. In the Ismaili tradition, although Jubilees have

no real religious significance, they serve as symbolic
affirmations of the Ismaili Imamat's commitment to
improving conditions of life, especially in the poorer
countries of the developing world.

The primary purpose of the Silver Jubilee Year, therefore,
both nationally and internationally, is to successfully
complete social welfare and economic development
programmes which were recently initiated and to inaugurate
new ones specially formulated during this commemorative
year.

Because of his personal commitment to, and involvement in,
an increasing number of philanthropic and development
projects, His Highness has undertaken an extensive programme
of visits to countries where Ismailis live. He has already
visited Kenya, Tanzania, Singapore, Bangladesh, India,
Portugal, United Arab Emirates and Pakistan, where he has
performed, or invited other leaders to perform, opening

or foundation ceremonies of a variety of institutions in

the fields of education, health, housing, rural and

general economic development.

During his visits to these countries, with the exception of
Singapore, His Highness has been the guest of the Government
and has been accorded the highest dignity by either the

Head of the State, or of the Government. I enclose some of
the cuttings and also statements and speeches made during
these visits.

His Highness's next visit is to Canada this month. It begins
in Ottawa where he will meet Prime Minister Trudeau. He

will then visit the Provinces and meet heads of Provincial
Governments.

The single most important Silver Jubilee project has been
the establishment of the Aga Khan University in Pakistan.
The Charter of this first ever private university in that
country was granted to His Highness by President Zia-ul-Haq
of Pakistan at a special ceremony in Karachi on March 16,
1983. Enclosed papers give details of the ceremony and
other relevant information. The Aga Khan University, which
has started with a medical college and a school of nursing
in Pakistan, is unique in its concept and format. Its
faculties and departments will be located in different parts
of the world and its main concern will be with manpower and




resource development critical to the Third World. We
hope that the University will further establish its
presence in the United Kingdom through an academic
institution - the Institute of Ismaili Studies - that
was set up by His Highness in 1977 in London. Amongst
its primary objects, the Institute is expected to deal
with issues of central concern to the contemporary
Muslim society, and how Muslims seek to relate their
heritage to the conditions of the modern world.

In the United Kingdom, the central focus during the

Silver Jubilee Year is on two projects that are international
in the scope of their aims and functions. The first is

the Ismaili Centre, now nearing completion. Occupying a
prominent site opposite the Victoria and Albert Museum

on Cromwell Road, the Centre comprises a large social

hall, a prayer hall, conference/lecture facilities, a

roof garden, and a purpose-built public exhibition gallery.
In addition to meeting the needs of the Ismaili community,
the Centre is intended to provide a range of services to
the public at large, from a specialist reading room to
hosting lectures, international conferences, seminars

and exhibitions.

The second major institution in the United Kingdom is
the Institute of Ismaili Studies to which I have referred

earlier in the context of the Aga Khan University. It

was established in 1977 for the purpose of encouraging
scholarship and learning in Islam and a better understanding
of its relationship with other faiths and cultures.

Primarily a graduate teaching and research institution,

the Institute collaborates with several leading universities
both in the United Kingdom and abroad. It has been affiliated
with McGill University of Canada since 1980, with which it
offers a cooperative Master of Arts degree programme in
Islamic Studies.

The Institute also enjoys an excellent relationship with
the University of London Institute of Education (ULIE),
with whom it has recently initiated several programmes on
education manpower development. It recently sponsored

41 students from different parts of the world at ULIE

for M.A. and diploma programmes, one of the latter
specially mounted for training specialists in preparing
curricular material for Islamic education.




Recently, the Institute has concluded a tripartite
agreement on a combined M.A. programme for training
education manpower for Muslim, and generally Third World,
countries. It will be a four-year programme offered by
the Institute, ULIE and McGill University, and lead to

an M.A. degree in Education from the University of London,
an M.A. degree in Islamics from McGill, and a joint
credential from the three cooperating institutions.

At present, the Institute and ULIE are discussing the
possibility of a more formal and comprehensive agreement
covering joint and reciprocal programmes. Collaboration

of this nature, by enabling the Institute to develop a
range of graduate programmes,is expected to greatly
facilitate its progress towards university status,
hopefully as a constituent unit of the Aga Khan University.

In addition to the above two institutions, reference ought
to be made to the Aga Khan Foundation (UK) (AKF(UK)). A
registered charity, AKF(UK) is affiliated to the Aga Khan
Foundation, Geneva, a non-communal organisation established
in 1967 as the Imamat's primary agency for humanitarian
social welfare programmes. AKF (UK) is now beginning to
build up a closer working relationship with the Overseas
Development Administration to which it hopes to put forward,
in the near future, a joint funding proposal in support of
a rural development project in the Northern Provinces of
Pakistan. It is also likely that Oxfam will participate in
this project, and with whom AKF already has a close working
relationship.

Finally, before discussing the actual programme of His
Highness's visit to the United Kingdom, it will be helpful
if I give a brief profile of the Ismaili community in

this country. Historically, the community has had a presence
in the United Kingdom for many years, but in much smaller
numbers consisting mainly of students and visiting businessmen
from Commonwealth countries such as East Africa, India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh. Today, the Ismailis in the United
Kingdom number over 10,000, majority of them from East
Africa, who settled here in the early 1970s as a result of
the events that took place in Uganda, and to some extent

in Tanzania. By virtue of their own adaptability, deriving
from a strong background in education and business, the
community was able to settle down without much difficulty
within a reasonably short span of time. The process of
settlement was greatly eased by the moral and material
support available from the community institutions and by
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the outstanding generosity of the British Government

and people. The community's long tradition of voluntary
self-help and hard work has enabled many Ismailis to get
reestablished in new businesses and professional practices.
I have enclosed a short summary of the types of businesses
and professions in which the members of the community

are engaged.

A prominent example of self-help is a guarantee loan plan
that the community operates in collaboration with the
Lloyds Bank. Under this scheme, the Lloyds Bank provides
loans to people who wish to enter into businesses or
independent professional practices for the first time.

As a result of this scheme, about 280 families have gone
into business since 1976 when it started. Todate, there
have been only four defaulters.

The community has also arranged a special mutually
beneficial facility with Abbey National and Woolwich
Building Societies, whereby members of the community

channel savings through these Societies who, in turn,

provide home mortgages to those recommended by the community.
About 70% of the members of the community now own their

own homes.

Having explained at some length the context of His Highness's
forthcoming visit _in July this year, let me recap the major
events and meetings which are being planned for the visit and

on which we were able to exchange useful views at our
meeting on March 31.

1. It is expected that the Ismaili Centre on Cromwell Road
in Kensington will be completed in time for its opening
ceremony to be performed during the visit.

The Institute of Ismaili Studies and University of London
Institute of Education will host a joint convocation

for the presentation of the University's, the Institute's
and their combined credentials to the students of the
Institute. The ceremony will also be the occasion for
inaugurating the combined M.A. degree programme in
Education and Islamic Studies to be offered by the
Institute, ULIE and McGill University.

We are considering proposing a meeting with officials
of O.D.A. for the purpose of reviewing co-funding
proposals, and future collaboration in development
efforts between the Aga Khan Foundation (UK) and the
ODA.

A similar meeting is to be arranged with Oxfam to further
review areas in which the Aga Khan Foundation and Oxfam
can work together.




It is envisaged that His Highness will deliver an
address at the Royal Institute of International
Affairs. ‘

We are also considering the possibility of an address
to the Confederation of British Industries.

As a major highlight of the programme, His Highness will
host a Silver Jubilee Banquet, to which we would like to
invite the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Mrs Margaret
Thatcher, to be the Guest of Honour. The Banquet will be
held at the Guildhall on Wednesday, July 6, 1983.

Some 700 guests are to be invited to the Banquet, among

whom there will be diplomats from the Commonwealth and
Muslim countries, leading representatives of the academic
community, the professions, public service, international
agencies, and leaders in commerce, industry and finance.

His Highness will speak at the Banquet about the community's
and his own contributions to the Third World countries

and the world of Islam. We very much hope that it will be
possible for Mrs Thatcher to accept our invitation to

be the Chief Guest of Honour at the Banquet.

I hope that this letter and the accompanying documents
provide the information you have requested. Should you
need further clarification on any matter, please do not let
me know.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

e e
LI Amir Bhatia
PRESIDENT
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CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 21 February 1983

Ethiopian Imperial Family

You will recall (my letter to you of 8 February refers)
that when Prince Sadruddin was here on 8 February, he raised
with the Prime Minister the possibility of some acetion to
persuade Mengistu to release the members of the Ethiopian
Imperial Family who are still being detained. Sir Antony Acland
had a word with King Hussein about this here today, following
the Prime Minister's lunch for the latter.

After King Hussein had gone, the Prime Minister asked
whether it would be useful for her to send a message to
Mrs. Gandhi with the aim of persuading her to raise this
question with Mengistu at the forthcoming Non-Aligned Summit.
I should be grateful for early advice and, i ‘appropriate;:a
draft message.

Roger Bone, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 8 February, 1983

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan

Thank you for your letter of 3 February. This is just
to record that Prince Sadruddin called on the Prime Minister
for 45 minutes at 9.30 this morning.

He described the latest state of play on his study of the
relationship between human rights violations and mass exoduses.
He urged that governments should ensure that the study did not
simply "wither away'" in the UN General Assembly. He believed
that there was a need to examine the role of UK agencies in
preventing mass exoduses rather than simply coping with their
consequences. He also thought it important that the priorities
of foreign aid should be redefined, again with the objective
of preventing exoduses. Prestige projects should receive a
lower priority and the general approach should be development
"from the bottom up".

Prince Sadruddin said that he had also just had a meeting
in Amman of an independent commission on the New International
Humanitanian Order. The commission was to have a balanced North/
South distribution and would be funded by both developed and
developing countries. It would be working for a period of 2-3
years and would attempt to update international law in the human
rights field, including the Geneva Conventions. It would also
examine the effectiveness of assistance in the case of man-made
and natural disasters and also consider violations of human rights.
There was some discussion of whether it would be useful to have
another World Refugee Year. The Prime Minister made the point that
the UN frequently searches for rather artificial new topics for
special Years whereas, in fact, there would be merit in selecting
some old topics again. Prince Sadruddin said that he thought it
important that there should not be too much differentiation
between refugees in the legal sense of the term and victims of
exodus.

Prince Sadruddin said that Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan
had recently raised with him the plight of the members of the
former Royal Family still detained in Ethiopia. They were in
a very distressed condition. He wondered whether it would be
possible to persuade one of the Communist governments with influence in

/Ethiopia
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Ethiopia to intervene with Mengistu. Perhaps the Soviet Union
would be the best bet. Other candidates mentioned in the
discussion were President Nimeri and Mrs. Gandhi.

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

3 February 1983
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Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan

In reply to your enquiry of 27 October about
Prince Sadruddin I wrote to you on 4 and 12 November
1982 with some background information on the Prince's
activities.

I understand that the Prime Minister will be
seeing Prince Sadruddin on 8 February. I attach
a short brief for the Prime Minister's use together
with a short biographical note on the Prince, We
can of course supply a copy of the study on human
rights and mass exoduses if the Prime Minister would
like to see it.

e i,

\J
~

(J E Holmes)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street

COVERING RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED

UNS 026/2

CALL ON PRIME MINISTER BY PRINCE SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN

POINTS TO MAKE

Human Rights and Mass Exoduses

L% Sadruddin's study much appreciated; a promising basis
for further discussion. References to importance of genuine

democracy and unhappy correlation between mass exoduses and

violations of political rights are particularly significant.

New International Humanitarian Order (if raised)

2 UK supports Jordanian initiative and welcomes
establishment of Independent Commission: these sensitive

e T————

matters more easily discussed outside the UN system.

(If pressed)

3 May be difficult to find UK member with appropriate

qualifications. Understand S&Syuddin in touch with

Tro ey

prominent MPs through British Refﬁgee Council,

T T S Y SN R

MR ——— L
A —— ¥ e ——y
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T A S IS S T R SO IR AT

United Nations Department
1 February 1983
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ESSENTIAL FACTS

Mass Exoduses

1. A Canadian initiative, originally put forward at the 1980

Human Rights Commission, led to the appointment in April 1981

————

of Prince Sadruddin to produce a study of the relgg{gﬁéhip
between human rights violations and mass exoduses.

e e e
e

2, Although the study was fair and balanced, some countries
insisted on the deletion of the sections containing background
studies and case histories which they felt put them in an

unfavourable light. Report discussed at 1982 General Assembly

e ———————
but referred back to Human Rights Commission.

R .
— e — A

(Not for use)

3. Certain of Sadruddin's recommendations (changes in nationality
[rotT————————

and labour law and asylum practice; internationalisation of aid)

5?3523?”32?ticu1ar problems for the,HEk others could involve
increased UN expenditure, which we oppose. Proposal to appoint
a Special Representative for Humanitarian Affairs might
jeopardise the eventual appointment of a High Commissioner for

Human Rights.

NIHO

4, Proposal for a new international humanitarian order first

made by Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan at 1981 General Assembly,

but in vague~terms. Jordanians at first uncertain how to proceed.

Commission now set up on 'Brandt' lines to study question further.
|

Sadruddin a member and helping with recruitment of members.

5. UK View: better to work for updating and improving
existing mechanisms in the humapmr}ghts field (as long as their

effectiveness is not impaired in the process) rather than

wholesale reconstruction of present order.

6. Mr Heath, Lord Carrington and Sir Ian Gilmour invited to
participate in Commission but all declined.

Bellerive Foundation

7. Set up by Sadruddin to promote conservation of natural

/resources




resources and protection of the environmment. Also designs

simple technology for use in developing countries. Sadruddin

il
awarded 1982 Alexander F Onassis Foundation's'Olympia’

prize for its activities.

United Nations Department
1 February 1983




PRINCE SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN

Born Paris 1933, son of the late Sultan Mohamed Shah Aga Khan
(and uncle of the present Head of the Ismaili Sect, The Aga Khan).

Married 1957 Nina Sheila Dwyer; 1972 Catherine Sursock.

Educated privately and at Ecole Nouvelle Lausanne, Harvard

University, Harvard Graduate School (Arts and Science).
UNESCO: Consultant for Afro Asian Projects, 1958.
Adviser to UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 1959-60,
UNESCO: Special Consultant to Director-General, 1961.

Executive Secretary, International Action Committee for

Preservation of Nubian Monuments, 1961,
UN Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees, 1962-65,
High Commissioner, 1965-77,

Consultant to UN Secretary-General, 1978,

Founder Member and President of the Bellerive Foundation,

Geneva,
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