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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 18 October 19HH

€ o Qﬂ-.am-—t /RAJ'U»ILE:

1 was very sorry to hear of your illness, and hope that
operation has been a complete success. I send you my
wishes for a full and speedy recovery.

I aleo take the opportunity te wish you and the people

of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen my good wishes

on the occasion of your National Day.

His Excellency Dr, YaBeen Eaesad Numan




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 244

From the Private Secreiar) 18 October 1988

The Prime Minister has agreed to
send a message to the PDRY Prime Minister
in hospital. I enclose her letter and should
be grateful if it could be delivered.

(C. D. POWELL)

R. N. Peirce, Esg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




(/]
|
10 DOWNING STREET {/(

?\,;.,.,__q_ (\;h-.:—'!‘l:: g
Now  wowde vt

MWAS wale Ul

WQ.\ mﬁgmdm ro

o Qe (o 3
@ RDLY. Sur W

E}mc&mﬂ \RE vl
o Egu_ll_'lu.hu:} C:_.:‘Q;i‘?'l?j_i




CORNFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWlA 2AH

17 October 1988

PDRY Prime Minister

The Prime Minister of South Yemen, Dr Yeseen Sased Numan,
was admitted to Charing Crosa Hospital on Sunday,
8 October to undergo an operation on an enlarged aorta.
He iz expected to be in London for two to three weeks,
His wvisit to the UK is entirely private and the FDRY Embassy
have not requested any official contacta for him during
hig stay. However, we recommend that the Prime Minlster
send a short letter wishing him a speedy recovery. I
ancloze a draft.

Apart from considerationa of natural courtesy, there
are good reasons for such action at this time. There are
increasing signs that the PDRY wishes to improve its
relations with Western countries. Although in theory a
Mmarxist country, the PDRY sits uncomfortably under Soviat
influence. Soviet indications that the PDRY can expect
less financisl]l support in the coming years as perestreika
takes held have added to the feeling in PDRY that she
should widen her options and explore what might come out
of bettaer relatione with the West. We should exploit this
malaise with the Soviet Union as part of our general
objective to curb Soviet influenece in the Middle Eaat, but
without leading the PDRY to believe that she can yet expect
any more ald from us (our current programme is about
£300,000 a year, mainly English language training).

Another UK interest in PDRY is the prospect of greater
UK participation in the development of its nascent oil
industry. BP and London and Scottish Marine 0il Limited
have together a 50 per cent lnterest in an oil exploration
gcheme on the coast near Aden. There is at present little
other UK involvement. But there are indications of
considerable potential in the PDRY's petrocarbon deposits,
and British commercial interest may well develop.

We get few opportunities to establish contacts with
the PDRY leadership. The most recent contact was when the
PDRY Foreign Minister called on Mr Waldegrave on
19 September, during a brief private stay in Lenden. It
was a friendly though insubstantial meeting. Before that,
the last senior Ministerial contact was in 1982 when the
PDRY Foreign Minister called on the Foreign Secretary.

/If the
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CONFIDENTIAL

If the Prime Minister is content to write as we
suggesat, we judge that Dr Numan,
condition,
nor would we recommend it
meaaage would, we think, be
day was, incidentally, on 14 October.

in his bed-ridden
ie unlikely to respond by reguesting a meetlng;

i1 by chance he did. But a
PODRY's national

(RN Feircel
Private Secretary

Z D Powell Esg
10 Downing Strest

CONFIDENTIAL




DSE 11 (Revised Sept BS)

DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Draft/Final | +

FROM:

Prime Minister

DEPARTMENT:

Reference

Your Relference
BLUILDIMC:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOx Copies (o;

Top Secret
Secret
Confidential
Restricted

Linclaszitied

Dr Yaseen Saeed Numan,

Prime Minigter of the Peaple's

Democratic Republic of Yemen

SUBJECT:

PRIVACY MARKING

I was VYery Sorry to hear/of vour illness,;

and hapa
i A, -\—"\-I: “_.'H.l‘"
that your operaticn has been a complete success. ~

Enclosures  Mugls)

POSAAD

my best wishes for/a full and speady recovery.
/

/

I also take the opportunity to wWish you and the

paople of the FPeople /8 Democratic Republie of Yemen my

good wishes on the fdccasion of your National Day.

C
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 23 January, 1986.

ADEN CRISIS:
MESSAGE OF THANES TO THE PRESIDENT OF DJIBOUTI

This is just to place on record that the
Prime Minister agreed to the draft message
of thanks to the President of Djibouti enclosed
with your letter of 22 January.

(C.D. Powell)

R.N. Culshaw, Esg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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ADEN COUPr POLATICAL COMMENT

1« WE HAL, PRIDR TGO 13 JAMUARY. BEER 3R 0K THE GROWFRG
UNPOPULARATY OF THE RUSS WAKE MM PISY, AL 1% MY SHORT TIME ‘%
ADEN | HEARD A WUMBER DF COMMENTS WHIECH 1 BE CORSTRUCTED A%
EOMPLARRTS, MOT LEAST OF THESE wi% TPE MMERT TG ME BY ALF RAESR
WINSELF THAT THE ANCIERT WIMYARITE GV ILISATHON KNEW MORE ABDUT DAM
DESIGN AND CONATRUCTAIUN THAN PRESENT DAY ENGINEERS (1if THE RUESEANS)
Tl

2. THE GTRAW THAT BROKE THE CRMELS BACK APPLAES TO HAVE GEEN

THE DECHSION IR EABLY JANUARY TO PLACE RUSSEAN ADVISERS TH

ALL TEPARTHRENTS OF ALL ﬂ|ﬂ|ﬂ;;fFa INCLUDHNG TEE FOREIGN MINESTRY.

" HEARD THTS FRu® WF A GFFICTALS,

Fo (T WAS BEANG FELT BY AL) WASRS COVERNMENT THAT THE RUSSIANS NOT
'?m” CONTE |BUTED NOTHING TD TRE COUNTRYS TCONONY BUT

Ié_tin;ni RESOURCES SELFSHLY FOR THE#R Ol BEMNEF IT. THE RU95IANS
KFTER YEARS OF DRILLAKE HAD FAILED TG COME UP wWiTH L OR EVEN
REFDRT ON PROSRESE. THE PONER STATAON WHICH THE RUSSTANS MAVE BEEN
BUILDING FOR 12 YEARS AND WHICH 5 STHLL & LONG wiv ERow COMMPLET vON
STAKDS FROMINENTLY & FEW MILES NORTH OF WHERE Wi AE PRESENTLY

ANLHORED &5 & MONUEENT BE 4 ——
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CSTAHDS FROMIKENTLY & FEW FILES HOETH OF MHERE WE ARC PERILH

AINCHORES A5 A AONUMEKT FO93 ALL T0 SEE OF ‘SOVIET -HEFFIGHERCY:

THE AUSE A4S HAYE BEEN CULTY OF DEPREDATION OF PDRYS DEEP SER

FlSH RESUURTES, SEMDNG THEIR CATCHES DACE TO SUES A, 4 ADDITION
fﬁ;f_FI?t BEEN CAUSING DAMAGE TO FiSHIME KETS «R5HORE ALL BLOHE

THE COAST WHICH CAKNOT naVE EWDEARED THEW T4 THE CORSTAL FOR

{SOURCEs UNDP) ARD EVERYORE-LIWERG «8 ADEW KREW THAT WHENTVER NEW
LTOCKS OF FOOD AND PROVASHOUS ARRIWED N THE SHOTS RUSS 4K HOUSEN VLS
DERCEMTED EH NALEL BHD SOUGH] UF ALL THE REST OF WHAT WAS TOD 3T HAD,
b, A5L|;¥?‘;1IE BACESAOUND WE HAVE BEEN TEYANG T3 GEY & FEEL FOR THE
ALT\TUDE OF THE HEwW GROUP|MGE TO THE RUSSLANS. THIS 15 BOT OF CUURSE
ELEY 'WHEN DIJLOGE HAS TO BE DOWS A A FLE BARREL. CERTAELLY THE
APPALLING §IGHT 0OF THE HEAWILY SHELLET SO0¥HET EMSRSSY YESERDAY
SUGSESTED THAT THE RUSSIKSARE UNPOPULAR TN SOME WUAHTERS EXCLAM BuT
TODAYS PROCEED |NEE CCMTAED AROUKD NEGUTIATHORS WITH THE PORT
AUTHORITHES FOR PERMISESWN TOH TAKE EVACUELS OFF SHOV AT YARIOUS
PONTS WERE REVECALUNG, BN ADPIFION TO DURBELNES, RUESSIAN, EAST GERARN
AKD FREHWCHE SHIPS5 MERE ALL QUEIRG UP FOR ‘tFHIﬁn'ﬁf_;E‘th?-?::??T
THIS 75 WHERE FORYS PDLCY OF COURTE PATIENGE AND TACT WiTH THE
PORT AUTHOR|TIES PRID OFF wWHILST THE
COULD BARGE ARD FULLY THEI® WY THROUSH WERE TOLD T4 GET BACK BEW 4T

THE LENE OR THEY wWDULD BE FIRED UPOM. EXCLAM

51,
RUSS MANS WHO THOUGHT THEY

5. THE PORT CAPTALN REFORTES TO & MILITARY COMHANTER WHUSE POLITICAL

LOYSLTIES ARE WUT CLEAR, BT TODEWS EVEMTS HA&YE SA06K THAT WHUSVER

THEY ARE (&Y THEY ARE WOT ALL NASR PEDPLE, AND (E) THEY HAVE FAIHLY

AH COMTROL OF LITTLE ADEW PORT. -Al IESAS FORGCES ABE APFAEANTLY
IRSUICRED (16 THE TAWAH|/FRALLL CISTRICT. THIS AFTERHOON CAPTA

SOMCE LLITTLL ADDEN PORT) ToLD SCADDAK THET THERE HAT

WG MW LETTLE ADEN TH 1S MORMN KC RELLEVED TO 88 GRALL
OF ALl NESP EUPPOSTERS BEMNG WIPED U7 BY AL ANTAR | EMC]
a1
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIiA 2AH
—
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22 January 1988 M
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|’hﬂﬂ. (LM \ P :
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Aden Crisis : Message of thanks to the President of Diiboutl

The Foreign Secretary sugpests that a message
from the Prime Minister would be appropriate, in view
of the assistance and facilities which the Djiboutian
authorities have so readlly offered to the Royal Yacht
'Britannia' and to British consular officials during
the evacuation of British residents and Fmbassy staff
durilng the present crisis.

I enclose a draft. If the Prime Minister
is content, this could be sent by telegram to our
Ambassador in Sana'a, who is aceredited to Djibaouti,
to forward to President Hassan Gouled Aptidon, with
8 signed original to follow by bag.

i |
( d{iﬁmm. e D

tR N Calshaw)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
No.10 Downing Street




D5k 11 {(Revised)

DRAFT:  minute/letter/telelotter /despatch /note TYPE: Draft/Final 14

®
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Top Secret
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PRIVACY MARKING

In Confidence
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FROM:
Prime Minister

Reference

DEPARTMENT!

‘ Your Reference

Coples fo

Tk

His Excellency the Presldent of
the Republic of Diilbouti

Mr Hassan Goulad Aptidon

Diibouti

SUBIECT:

Dear PEEEidentE%&uuan-ﬁﬂuéad—hptidnngi

I should like to express my heartfalt thanks for the way
in which yvou and the authorities of the Repuablic of
Djibouti have responded 30 gquickly and have given such
unstinting assistance to Her Majasty's Yacht Britannia
and to our British consular officials; in the evacuation
of British residents and British Embasay personnel from
Aden during the last few days.
Without the facilities which Diibouti came forward to
provide so promptly, the tazsk of getting our people away
80 swiftly to a safa haven would withoot doubt have baen
made vary much harder. T mﬁwui-g ’-ﬂ'?**‘ﬂ_'i:l-.a s Ao

e din Ftn e % Qevaiie e el
il i w;‘gq%

Yoars sincerely,

Margaret Thatcher
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TO EETERY JO680T SANA'A

TELNO

OF 2016002 JANUARY B85

1a Please pass the following message from the Prime Minister to
His Excellency the President éf the Republic of Djibouti, Mr
Hessan Gouled Aptidon:

BEGINS
bear Precident Easian Gouled iptidndl

I should Like to express my heartfelt thanks for the way in
which vyou and the authorities|of the Republic of Djibouti have
responded so quickly and have given such unstinting assistance to
Her Majesty's Yacht Britannialand to our British consular
officials, in the evacuation ?* British residents and British
Embassy personnel from Aden d;ring the last few dars.

Without the facilities uh1:h Djibouti came forward to
provide so promptly, the task|of getting our people away so
sWiftly to a safe haven uuuldiuithuut doubt have been made very
much harder. e m.h-u.-;j .

Yours sincerely,

Margaret Thatcher

EMDE.

e Signed original follows by bag.

b .f”f I 5 /
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10 DOWNING STREET

THE FRIME MINISTER

Personal Minnote
No 2/86

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE

PEOPLE'S DEMOCHATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN: EVACUATION

May I ask you to pass on to all the membars of the Services
and the Ministry of Defence staff involved in the evacuation
of British subjects and others from Aden my warm thanks and
my unstinting admiration for the way im which they have
carried out their tasks. I am sure they will have realised
Erom public and parliamentary comment how genuinely their
efforts have been appreciated; and how widely esteemed their
courage and skill., I have no doubt that the way the
operation was conducted has conflrmed the respect in which
our Forces are held world-wide.

I am minuting separately to the Foreign and Commonwealth

Secretary about the admirable work of ocur diplomatic and
Foreign and Commonwealth Office staff.

Qi

22 January 19B6




10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MIMNISTER

Personal Minnte
MNo. 1/86

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN: EVACUATION

1 should be grateful if you would express my warm thanks and
appreciation to the Poreign and Commonwealth Office and
Diplomatic Service staff who have been inveolved in handling
the evacuation of British subjects and others from South
Yemen. It has been a most demanding task, but one carried
throogh with dedication and professionalism.

Although it has been a team effort, I am sure that particular
thanks are due to the Ambassador and his staff in Aden, to
the Honorary Consul in Djibouti and to those who have staffed
the Emergency Unit in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

It has been a splendid effort.

I am minuting separately to George Younger about the help

provided by the Services.
qm

22 January 1986




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London S.W.1

22 January 1985

LﬁEﬁ]Lﬁﬂ{

Aden: PRoval Yacht Britannia

Thank you for your letter of 27 Janvary. The Foreign
Secretary agrees that it is right that the Royal Yacht should
remain in the Aden area to help with evacuation for the time
being. He accepts entirely the presentational drawbacks
of a premature withdrawal. He thinks it right however for the
situation to be kept under continuocus review; in partiecular
it is essential for further thouglt to be given to how the
unique role currently played by Britannia (which your letter
cogently describes) can be replaced by other vessels in the
area. This will be a key gquestion to answer before any
decisions about Britannia can be taken.

I understand that the latest caleculations of the
journey time allow a little more leeway for Britannia and
that the final decision as it affects the Royal Tour of
New Zealand need not ba taken until 24 or conceivably 25
January. This is helpful, and may enable you to dc some of
the contingency planning suggested in my previous paragraph.

There are no bilateral political considerations which
need to be taken into account over the Royal Visit to
New Zealand. As Queen of New Zealand the programme for the
Royal Tour there is a matter on which the New Zealand
Government will be advising Her Majesty., When I spoke to the
Palace I will, however, recommend that they keep in touch
with the Governor General's Office in Wellington and with
the New Zealand High Commission in London.

I am copying this letter to Charles Powell.

\(urw-: e,

(L V hppleyﬂrﬂ[ E]

Private Secretary

E C Mottram Esqg
FPrivate Secretary
Ministry of Defence

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 13,
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWiA 2HB
Telephore CUBMENEX 218 2111/3

MO 6/14L 22nd January 1986

hwe ban |

As you know, Ministers need to decide later today whether
to recommend to Her Majesty The Queen that HM Yacht BRITANNIA
should remain close to South Yemen to help in further evacuation
operations, or should depart in time to reach New Zealand for
the Royal Tour. I understand, that if she is to meet the tour
itinerary, BRITANNIA must leave the Aden area by midday on
Thursday, unless the Australians or New Iealanders can provide
additional tankers on route. The tanker option is not at
present proving promising.

ADEN: ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA

Our current assessment is that BRITANNIA provides
operational advantages which need to be retained in the area in

thé present circumstances prevailing in the PDRY. The factors
which lie Behind this view are:

- BRITAMMIA's clear and established acceptability for
evacuation operations in the area which other ships have
not so far established.

the particular suitability of BRITANNIA's boats and her
capacity to accommodate evacuees.

the personal rapport established by Admiral Garnier with
the local authorities, and separately with the Russians.

BRITANNIA's unique communications links. (You will have
see the advice From our Ambassador about BRITANNIA's role
az a vital communications link between the Soviet Foreign
Ministry in Moscow and their Embassy in Aden).

In addition to these operational factors, there would of
course be important presentational considerations over
withdrawing BRITANNIA while there was still a life saving task
to be performed. These need to be set against the impact in New
Zealand if BRITANNIA is delayed which the Forelgn and
Commonwealth Secretary will no doubt wish to assess,

Len Appleyard Esq

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

We should be grateful to know as scon as possible whether
the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary agrees that BRITANNIA
should remain in the South Yemen area for the time being, so
that Her Majesty The Queen can be consulted later today. I
gnderstand that you would propose to put our joint advice to the
Palace.

1 am copying this letter to Charles Powell (No 10).

Yo ore

lqnﬂuﬁfﬁ ML

(R C MOTTRAM)

CONFIDENTIAL
2
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Yemen

3.32 pm

The Secretary of State for Forelgn and
Commonwealth Affafrs (Sic Geoffrev Howe): With
permission, Mr, Spekker, 1would Tike 1o mike i Ssiatemei|
o e actienn beang bken o secure (he safety of Brtish
subjects and others ia the People's Demoecratic Republic
of Yemen

Do 13 January fighting broke out in Aden. The ferociiy
of the fighting presened grave daks 1o the safery of Britsh
gubjects. In those clreumdmness. and with the foll
aprecinent of Her Majesty the Queen, the soval vacht
Britannia, which was s lepving the Ked sea, was ondered
to remain off Aden, and Her Majesty's ships Newcastle
unel Jupater, wih the Boval Flest Austliory Bramblsleal,
wers omdered (o Aden at full steam in cass they were
pesifcd for Bn evacuarion

Fhe satbation m the counimy eontinued (o detemongie nnd
the lével of ghtng approached that of a civil war. After
close consulition with the Rossions and French, hoth in
Aden and in capitals, i was ggreed that evacuaton was
necessary dnd that, as far as possible, car cffors shauld
be co-ordinated. On |7 Fameary, Soviet merchan veascla
lified off from Aden about 1000 people, mostly their owmn
nationals. Cin the same day, the soyal vache ok off 43500
people, 38 of them Britich—add natlonalites alogethet
Elghty-ene Freseh nationals wene then transfermed o a
French ship, and ihe rest of the evacuees were laken on
Briannie o Dpbouti. The roval yachi then retamed o the
area and on 19 Janwary Lifted off & fercher 209 people from
Aty ares 35 miles Irom [he |_."|E".~|I:|| |_';|tl;hI|=Hn of these wens
Brnsh, These have since amived m Dithowd, afeér
trunsferring 10 HMS Jupiter, [am now very pleased tobe
able o add that Botoneia has this moming picked up a
further 15 British matiomals feom Liftle Aden. Britannda i4
mainaining close contact with the veasels of the nther
patdons invalved, and remains offshoce ﬂl:ilrh_:r 1 take o0
baangd [uirther parties of British and other foreign nationals
a8 spon as Lomidifons permit.

Eo far, a0 Brivish subjects have been hin. However, &
number of British subjects still remain in south Yemen and
we fife continuing 0 work ous with other Covermments the
best wavs  of evocuniing  these widely - seattered
comMmunities,

i the evening of 17 January, when the embassy and
fedadence had bBeen rendered umbabitable, the ame
Rassadng, ME AR Marshiall, Jdecailad thil e shoald
withuraw wll members of the embussy, Al the end of the
evacustion, be accompanied those on boand to Dibouti bt
then returnoed on Brotinniz to the acea, where he will
remiin with a member of his staff while the evacuation
confinues. Aoother member of his staff is on board HMS
Mewcastle.

The success of the evacuation so far would net have
been possible withowt the help given by 2 number of
Govemmenis, and in particolar the Governimenis of
Dyjibowi, the USSR and Franee. This has Besn g
remarkable demonstmdion of whil cap be sclhewed
through close inemational o-operation, and 1 take this
appaitunity 1o thank them warmly for their assistance.

T should like to expoess sy orattade (o all e safl of
the Ministey of Defence and of the Diplomatic Seovice, al
homse and  abroad, who have been mvolved W this
aperition. | shoold pasticularly ke o think our honomoy

s

21 JANUARY 1986

Teren ]

consal in Dyjibout. Mr. Christopher Boddington. T keow
ton thae the whole Houwse will join me in praising the
calmmess - and lhiciency of oar ambazesdor mo Aden, his
staff, and their fimilies thmughoat this difficell period.

Their example has been matiched by the foritude of the
British evocuess, who helpsd (o organise the gvpcuntion
of hondreds of other pationals and who set an exampls of
disciplined belaviour throughout,

This s the fArst time- that the roval yecht has been
involved i a operation of this sar. It has received
magnificent support feom HM ships Newrasile and
Jupiler, and Royal Fleet Awuxiliary Bramhbeleaf, with jic
Merchant Navy crew. | shoold lilke o pay tribute 1o Rear
Admiral Tohn Gaenier and sbi the officers end ciew
imvolved for the cosrage and profeasionalism that they
have shown In carmving out the eperstion in conditions of
danger and difficulty. We can all be proud of them,

Mr. Donald Anderson [Swansea, East): We and the
ritigh people as @ whnle can be prood of this magnifice
cue, We -.'-_-_im::: that 1y Hibsh -||.|F:-_|r'\-:'r~: P B

injfyred or killed in spate of the ferocity of the fighting,

we woin wholsheantedly' with the Foreign Secretaply 1
thanking amd paying tobote oo those of our peopl
militnry, Admitel Gamier. the diplomatic st !
MarshaR and those with him—whe plaved fsand are
playing Such a wonderful pern o ensure & guccessil
DUEC .

The Forkign Secretary muost be sware that the rescue
aarongs 1o pimbably the highest point of Brigsh-Sovier co-
nperation in ayprectical sphere since the end of the second
world war. W hooe that the sphrit of 2 whll will act
as & precedent apd will spill over inta-gther felds of our
bilateral relationships with the Soviet/Union, However,
ihe Sewviet Lindon his leami the cost, ay’hinve other peoples,
inciding oursebves) the Ismmelis apd the Amendans, of
unilateral interventiod in a middle fast country.

I ask the Poreign Secretary oy repost o the Hoose in
specific ieipects, Wias W mniy't of e escue raised in
his discussions vesterdak with’ Mr, Ryzhow, the Soviet
Peputy Minpster? On the hestestimates ovailabls to him,
herw many . Boions remnan §8 South Yemen! Can be say
how long it iz expecied th e roval vachr Britannia will
remain close by and aw for action? What i= the
Faoreign Office reading of the pqsition regarding who s in
chasge in South Yemen® Is it thd Fossign Oifice view that
the difference beeweey (he factiofs these is cssentially on
idealogical limes, or |5 i1 mone basey on personal and tribal
faciorsT

Finally, ame thefe any anxigtiss akout the trouhles in
Sovth Yemen spilling over into neighbounng werritories,
and possibiy ing n threat o security'jn the region as o
winle?

Sir @

Howe: I thank the hon. Geltlerman for the
kind way it which he has [oined me in payving tritote o

all those Arvalved in the aperation, and ade Yy word of
thanks @ my hon. Frend the Minister of Styte (or the
Armed fforces bor his seppont throughot,
bon. Centlernan is fight 1o draw amentic
of co-operation berween the United Kingd
Sovpet Union on'this eccasion, One cannol p
frgim that high depree of co-operation thal eveoythi
ill be handled in the same spirit, but 1 hope that it
be the lust oecasion for improving relationships in
“wiy. T was ahle to ralse the matter with Mr. Ryzhow [a:




=3 Crai Amswcrs

sortatimes nurses or doctoss, but if i impoiand that the
right pefsgn o be a manager 15 chosen, whether that person
had previoutly been an admimstrator, & surse or g doctor,

7, Mrs. ."nfufmig_l-' acked the Prime Minister if she
will list her official -:npkgg‘r:f;: ni5 for Tucsday 21 Japuarny.

The Prime Minister: [ refec sy bon Friend oo the reply

15 " . »
that | gave sierie momenks aeon "“'m\

Mrs. MoCuorley: Will my nght hon \F‘h{k‘lﬂ COmE|dEr
using her personal influence to urge the Scolt
teachers to negotinge an end (o this damaging strike,
is heting pupils and Jowering the profession in the estee
af the pekhc?

The Prime Minister: 1 agree very muoch wit
Frgnd. We deplore the funher indostrial aon
of the lamm 0§ domg 1o the pupils an great distress
thar % i5 causine the parcms, [ joindfe in hoping that the
sirike will soon end, and that weshall be ablke 1o come o
some agreement on ermsadid conditions of service and
shall nlso be ahle o 2 sijer systam of appraisal so that

Wwe cun pay betterMachers more,

Mr. Loyllen: Can the Prime Minister say what bencfits
will getfrue o the northern regions of this country, and to
_!;ia.:'.‘ill.anul anid. MNonhern Imeland, afsmg oot of the

2] TANUIAEY 1986

thral Annwers ’

pgrecment the she sipned yesterday with the Freath
President, - pasticulasly reparding the regens
indoziry and jobs?

The Prime Minkster: That would-Sperd upon how
ety of the orderd for eguipmeg-and maedals went o
Scotland, but there will be saficthing fike 50,000 man-
yeurs” work invalved in praject and [ hope that it will
'..PTl:.hIJ very well ow

rge Gardiner asked the Prime Minisier
st ber officisl engagements for Tuesday 2

The Prime Mimister: | refer my hon. Frend @ the

reply that [ gave some momenis opo.

. Gardiner; After giving such a commendable

1ght han, Friend to instil the same sense of
partnent of Transpori regarding a far

or a munnel under the River Thames
at Demilord — II'.:-.r':-.h':' moving he most #rocions
bofileneck on the M25— qalfy since peivate risk
capitn] is pvailuble for this venlime too!

miy [ azk

mireE mcndes p:\-r-j'.ve::

Ke node ol what
vy (hal ares
privide

The Prime Minister: | very muc
my hon. Friend says. 1 have occozion 1o
very well, 1 pamiculary note that be beleves
gector capital wodld be available {or siuch a projec
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Parliamentary Statement on Aden

I attach the text of a statement which the
Foreign Secretary intends to make in Parliament
this afternoon on the evacuation from Aden. It
has been eleared with the Defence Secretary.

Some further factual updating will be needed,
since 'Britannia' has this morning bepun picking
up further evacuees from Little Aden.

I shall be grateful to receive any comments
on this text before Sir Geoffrey Howe leaves for
the Honse at 3.15 p.m.

llli_| I:n.ll F .I
/!

L ovt, (e’

[RE N Culshaw)

Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
Ho.l0 Downing Street

gc: HRichard Mottram




DRAFT STATEMERT

1. With permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to make a statement,

2. On 13 Janwmary fighting broke out in Aden, the capital of the
Pecple's Democratic Republic of Yemen. The ferocity of the
fighting presented a grave danger to British subjects. Therefora,
with the full agreement of Her Majesty The Queen, the Royal Yacht
'Britannia', which was just leaving the Red Sea, was ordared to
remain off Aden, and HM ships 'Newcastle' and 'Jupiter' with the
Royal Fleet ARuxiliary 'Brambleleaf', were ordered to Aden at full
steam in case they were needed for an evacnation,

3. The situation in Aden and elsewhere in the country continued to
deteriorate and the level of fighting approached that of a eiwvil
war, After close consultation with the Russians and French, both in
aden and in capitals, it was agresd that evacuation was necessary
and that as far as possible, gur efforts should be coordinated. On

17 January, Soviet merchant vessels lifted offyabout a thousand

peaple, mostly thalr own natinnalsjEEEE_hﬂen The Roval Yacht took
off 450 people, 38 of them British — 44 nationalities altogether.
Eighty-one French nationals were then transferred to a French ship,
and the rest of the evacuoees were taken on Britannia to Diibouti,
The Royal Yacht then returned to the area and on 19 January lifted
off a further 209 pecple from an area 35 miles from the capital.
Eighteen of these were British. Thes2 have since arrived in
Djibouti, after transferring to HMS Jupiter; Britannia remains
offshore nearby to take on board further parties of foreign
nationals as soon as conditions permit. So far no British subjects

have been hurt.

4. A number of British subjects still remain in South Yemen and we
are continoing to work out with other governments involved the best

ways of evacuating these widely scattered communities,




3 . On the evening of 17 January, when the Embassy and
Residence had been rendered uninhabitable, the Ambassador,
Mr Arthur Marshall, decided that he should withdraw 211
members of the Embassy. AL the end of the evacuation, he
accompanied those on board to Djibouti but then returned to
the area on Britannia, where he will remain with two members
of his gtaff while the evacuation continues.

B . The succesps of the evacuation so far would not have
been possible without the help given by a number of governments,
and in particular the governments of Djibouti, the USSH and
France, This has been a remarkable demonstration of what can

be achieved through elose international cooperation, and I

take this opportunity to thank them warmly for their assistance.

i I wish to express my sdmiration for the Tortitude of

the British evacuees,who helped to orpanise the evacuation of

bundreds of other nationals and/sel an example of disciplined
A
behaviour throughout.

B. This is the first time that the Royal Yacht has been
involved in an operation of this sort. It received magnificent
support from HM ships 'Newcastle' and 'Jupiter' and Royal

Fleet Auxiliary 'Brambleleaf', with its merchant navy ecrew.

I should 1like to pay CLribute to Rear Admiral Garnier and all
tha crow for the courage and professionalism they have
shown in carrying out the evacuntion in conditionsz of danger
and diffieulty.

Bs I should like to express my thanks for the efforts
of our Honorary Consul in Djibouti, Mr Christopher Reddington,

on behalf of the evacuees. Finally, I know that the House will
join me in praising the calmness and efficiency of our Ambassador
in Aden, his staff, and their families throughout this difficult
period.




STATEMENT ON THE EVACUATION FROM THE PEOFLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
THE YEMEN TO BE MADE BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AND
COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS, SIR GEOFFREY HOWE QC MP IN THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS ON TOESDAY 21 JANUARY 1986

l. With permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to make a statement on
the action being taken to secure the safety of British subjects and

others in the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen.

2, On the 13th of January fighting broke out in Aden, the capital

aof the Pecple's Democratic Republic of Yemen., The ferocity of the
fighting presented grave risks to the safety of British subjects,
In those circumstances, and with the full agreement of Her Majesty
The Queen, the Royal Yacht 'Britannia', which was Just leaving the
Red Sea, was ordered teo remain off Aden, and HM ships "Mewcastle'
and 'Jupiter' with the Royal Pleet Auxiliary 'Bramblelesaf', were
orderad to Aden at full steam in case they wers needed for an

evacuatlon.

3. The situation in the country continued to deteriorate and the
level of Ffighting approached that of a civil war. After close
consultation with the Russians and Franch, both in Aden and in
capitals, it was agreed that evacuation was necessary and that as
tar as possible, our efforts should be coordinated. ©On the 17th of

Japuary, Soviet merchant vessels lifted off from aAden about a




thousand people, mostly their own nationals. On the same day, the
Royal Yacht took off 450 peopla, 38 of them British - 44
nationalities altogether. Eighty=-one French nationals were then
transferred to a French ship, and the rest of the evacuees were
taken on Britannia to Djibouti. The Royal Yacht then returned to
the area and on the 19th of January lifted off a further 209 people
from an area 35 miles from the capital. Eighteean of these were
British. These have since arrived in Djibouti, after transferring
te HMS Jupiter. I am now very pleased to be able to add that
Britannia has this morning picked up a further 15 British nationals
from Little Aden. Britannia is maintaining close contact with the
veszels of the other nations involved and remains offshore nearby to
take on board further parties of British and cocther foreign nationals

as soon as conditions permit.

4, So far no British subjects have been hurt. However, a number of
British subjects still remain in Scuth Yemen and we are cantinuing
to work out with other governments the best ways of evacuating these

widely scattered communities.

5. On the evening of the 17th of Janwary, when the Embassy and
Ragidance had been rendered upninhabitable, the Ambassador, Mr Arthuar

Marshall, decided that he should withdraw all membarszs of the

Embassy. At tha end of the evacuation, he accompanied thosea on

board to Djibouti bat then returned on Britannia to the area, where




he will remain with a membz2r of his staff while the evacuation

continues. Another member of his staff is on board HMS Newcastle.

6. The success of the evacuation so far would not have been
possible without the help given by a number of governments, and in
particular the governments of Djibouti, the USSR and France. This
has been a remarkable demponstration of what can be achieved throuagh
close international cooperation, and I take this opportunity

to thank them warmly for their assistance.

7. I should like to express my gratitude to all the staif of the
Ministry of Defence and of the Diplomatic Service, at home and
abroad, who have been involved Ln this operation. I should also
like to thank our Honorary Consul in Djibouti, Mr Christopher
Reddington. I know too that the whole House will jain me in

pralsing the calmness and efficiency of our Ambasgsgadeor in Aden, his

staff, and their families throughout this difficult period.

8. Their example haz baen matched by the fortitude of the Britizsh
svacuees, who helped to organise the evacuation of hundreds of other
nationals and who set an example of disciplined behaviour

throughout .




9. This is the first time that the Rayal Yacht has bean involved in

an operation of this sort. 1t has received magnificent support from

HM ships 'Newrastle' and 'Jupiter' and Royal Fleet Auxiliary

'Bramblaleaf’, with its merchant navy crew, I should like to pay
tribute to Rear Admiral John Garnier and all the officers and Crew
involved for the courage and profesgicnalism they have shown in
carrying out this operation in conditions of danger and difficulty.

We can all be proud of them.
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DRAFT STATEMENT

1. With permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to make a statement on
the action being taken to secure the safety of British subjects and
others in the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen,

2. On 13 January fighting broke out in Aden, the capital of the
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen. The ferocity of the fighting
presented grave risks to the safety of British subjects. Therefore,
with the full agreement of Her Majesty The Queen, the Royal Yacht
"Britannia', which was just leaving the Red Sea,; was ordered to
remain off Aden, and HM ships 'Newcastle' and '"Jupiter' with the
Royal Flest Auxiliary 'Brambleleaf', were ordered to Aden at full
gteam in case they were needed for an evacuation.

3. The situation in Aden and elsewhere in the country econtinuned to
detericrate and the level of fighting approached that of a civil
war., After close consultation with the Russians and French, both in
Aden and in capitals, it was agreed that evacuation was necessary
and that as far as possible; our efforts should be coordinated, On
17 January, Boviet merchant vessels lifted off from Aden about a
thousand people, mostly their own nationals, On the same day, the
Royal Yacht took off 450 people, 38 of them British - 44
nationalities altogether. Eighty-one French nationals were then
transferred to a French ship, and the rest of the evacuees were
taken on Britannia to Djibouti. The Royal Yacht then returned to
the area and on 19 January lifted off a further 209 people from an
area 35 miles from the capital. Eighteen of these were British.
These have since arrived in Djibouti, after transferring to HMS
Jupiter. I am now very pleased to be able to add that Britannia has
this morning picked up a further 15 British nationals from Little
Aden. Britannia remains offshore nearby to take on board further
parties of British and othar foreign nationals as soon as conditions

permit.

4. BSo far no British subjects have been hurt, However, a number of
British subjects stil]l remain in South Yemen and we are continuing
to work out with other governments inveolved the best ways of

evacuating these widely scattered communities.




5. On the evening of 17 Januvary, when the Embassy and Residence had

been rendered uninhabitable, the Ambassador, Mr Arthur Marshall,
decided that he should withdraw all members of the Embassy. At the
end of the evacuation, he accompanied those on board to Djibouti but
then returned on Britannia to the area, where he will remain with a
member of his staff while the evacuation continues. Another member
of his staff is on board HMS Newcastle,

6. The success of the evacuation so far would not have been
possible without the help given by a number of governments, and in
particular the governments of Djibouti, the USSR and France. This
has been a remarkable demonstration of what can be achieved through
close international cooperation, and I take this opportunity

to thank them warmly for their assistance.

7. 1 should like to express my gratitude to all the staff of the
Ministry of Defence and of the Diplematic Service, at home and
abroad, who have been inveolved in this operation. I should also
like to thank cur Honorary Consul in Djibouti, Mr Christopher
Reddington, for his efforts on behalf of the evacuees. I know too
that the whole House will join me in praising the calmness and
efficlency of our Ambassador in Aden, his staff, and their families
throughout this difficult period.

8. Their example has been matched by the fortitude of the British
evacuees, who helped to organise the evacuation of hundreds of other
nationals and who set an example of disciplined behaviour
throughout.

9. This is the first time that the Royal Yacht has been involved in
an operation of this sort. It has received magnificent support from
HM ships 'Newcastle' and "Jupiter' and Royal Fleet RAuxiliary
‘Brambleleaf', with its merchant navy crew. I should like to pay
tribute to Rear Admiral John Garnier and all the officers and crew
invelved on Her Majesty's Ships for the courage and professionalism
they have shown in carrying out this operation in conditions of
danger and difficulty. We may be proud of them.




FDRY : THE CURRENT SITUATIONM

Evacuation

f Following the evacuation by the Royal Iggﬁj_;&;i&gﬂgjf' of 450
Feaple {including 38 UK citizens) from Aden to Djibouti on 18/19

e ————
January, a further 209 people (including 18 UK citizens were
——— o PR R
evacuated from a point 35 miles north-east of Aden to Djibouti on
e ——
19/20 January. They arrived in Djibouti at 0410 this morning and

will fly back on 23 January.

_-—

2. The first group of ijgritiah evacuees from Djibouti; including

Mrs Marshall, arrived at Heathrow at 0755 on 20 January. Thay
e — £ L0

werae mat by Mr Eggar.

e e

—_—

3. 'Britannia' is now trying to evacuate refugees (9 UK) from
Little Aden and steamer point with the consent of thE‘;EEE;ritEﬂ.
There has been a delay because the harbour authorities have said
that there is now no need for an evacuation. The evacuesss may have
dispersed. 'Britannia' is maintaining nagétiatlnn: with the harbour

iy !
authorities. There are approximately 17 Britons in the area around
e e e
Mukalla in Bastern PDRY. A French merchant ship plans an evacuation
ol it et

from that area on 21 January; HMS 'Hydra' is moving towards the
area and mayba used for evacuvation on 21 January.

Sk %r . e
4. Ahnut..__SESQ Britons probably remain to be evacuated from the
PDRY. EHHEFirat Secretary, who was evacuated in the second
operation, are on board "Britannia' helping to direct the overall

evacuation effort. The Vice Consul is on board HMS "Hewcastla'.
——

Political Situation

B The situation remains confused. Fighting died down in Aden
town over night. There are grnwiﬁaqindicatiuna that the rebsls have




gained the upper hand at least in Aden town, and probably in moat

'uutlying areas,

————

6. President Ali Masser yesterday flew to Addis Ababa, probably to

make a personal appeal to Mengistu for military assistance.
According to Addis Ababa radio, Ali Nasser has now returned "home'.

Other reports suggest he has flown either to Moscow or back to the
PDRY. Any further absence from FDRY at the -::u;r.;:enlt critical

“juncture would suggest that the rebels have won., If he returna to
the FDRY this might prolong the fighting.

== =R

i

7. It is still not clear who is leading the rebellion. The
Russians have told us that the leader of the main opposition group
is ex-President Adbul Fattah Ismail. Other leaders are Ali Antar
and Defence Minister Saleh Musleh, There are an increasing number
of broadcasts from Aden radio from rebel groups calling themselves
"the Politburc of the collective leadership'. These stress the
continuity of friendship with the Soviet Union and Ethiopia, while
denouncing Ali Nasser. Wwhile the rebel leadership is fragmented, it
may;ﬁald tngeEEE;ﬁin the short term.

s e ey = I

==

8. Foreign intervention seems unlikely. The Soviet Union seems at
pains to prevent this. The Saviet Unioh is unlikely to intervene
either directly or through a surrogate {Ethiopia) because of the
damage 1£-ﬁ;ﬁld qE_thﬂn pclifIEally in the rest of the Arab world.,
ﬁahever, Soviet aircraft movements are being carefully monitored to
check whetﬂ;r reports of the movement cf‘Epra than 80 Aeroflot
aircraift to the Red Sea area is intended for other than the

—

avacuation of reafugeas.

Copies to:

Chief Clerk Mr Johnson PS/Mr Renton
Mr Long Mr Fergusson PS5

S5ir D Miers PS/Mr Eggar
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FDRY : THE CURRENT SITUATION

Evacuation

l. Following the evacuation by the Royal Yacht 'Britannia' of 450
people (including 38 UE eitizens) from Aden to Diibouti on 18/19
January, a further 209 pecple (including 18 UK citizens were
evacuated from a point 35 miles north-east of Aden to Djibouti on
13/20 January. They arrived in Djibouti at 0410 this morning and

—_—

will fly back on 23 January.

- 8 The first group of 25 British evacuees from Djibouti, including
Mrs Marshall, arrived at Heathrow at 0755 on 20 January. They
ware met by Mr Eggar.

18 'Britannia' is now trying to evacuate refugees (9 UK) from
Little Aden and steamer point with the consent of the authorites.
There has been a delay because the harbour authorities have said
that there is now no need for an evacuation. The evacueas may have
dispersed. 'Britannia' is maintaining negotiations with the harbour
authorities. There are approximately 17 Britons in the area around
Mukalla in Bastern PDRY. A French merchant ship plans an evacuation
from that area on 21 January; HMS '"Hydra' is moving towards the

area and maybe used for evacuation on 21 January.

g, About ita:‘? Britons probably remain to be evacuated from the
PDRY. Huhi?irst Secretary, who was evacuated in the second
operation, are on board 'Britannia' helping to direct the overall
evacuation effort. The Vice Consul is on board EMS '"Hewcastle',

Political Situation

- The situation remains confused. Fighting died down in Aden
p—— e — il
town over night. There are growing indications that the rebels have
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gained the upper hand at least in Aden town, and probably in most

outlying aresas,

6. President Ali Nasser yesterday flew to Addis Ababa, probably to
make a personal appeal to Mengistu for military assistance.
According to Addis Ababa radie, Ali Nasser has now returned "home',
Other reports suggest he has flown either to Moscow or back to the
PORY. Any further absence from PDRY at the current critical
Juncture would suggest that the rebels have won. If he returns to
the PDRY this might proleong the fighting.

T It is still not clear who is leading the rebellion., The
Russians have told us that the leader of the main opposition group
is ex-President Adbul Pattah Ismail. Other leaders are Ali Antar
and Defence Minister Saleh Musleh., There are an increasing number
of broadcasts from Aden radic from rebel groups calling themselves
‘the Politburo of the collective leadership'. These stress the
continuity of friendship with the Soviet Union and Bthiopia, while
denouncing Ali Masser., While the rebel leadership is fragmented, it
may hold together in the short term.

8. Foreign intervention seems unlikely. The Soviet Union seems at
pains to prevent this. The Soviet Union is unlikely to intervene
either directly or through a surrogate (Ethiopia) because of tha
damage it would do them politically in the rest of the Arab world,
However, Soviet aircraft movements are being carefully monitored to
check whether reports of the movement of more than 80 Aeroflot
aircraft to the Red Sea area is intended for other than the
evacuation of refugees.

Copies to:

Chief Clerk Mr Johnson PS/Mr Renton
Mr Long Mr Fargusson PS

Sir D Miers PS/Mr Eggar
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SECRET

FM MOSCOW

TO FLASH FCO

TELNG 08T

OF 2009007 JANUARY 26

AND TO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTOH, PARIS, SANA'A, CLIRD

ADEN EMERGEHCY

U.5. EMRASIY MOSCOW TELL US IN VERY STRICT CONF|LEWGE {PLEASE

-

PROTECTY) THAT THEY HE?E lﬁET?JCTI?hE TD APPROACH THE SOVIET
MFA ARDUT ADEN.

e —

2, THE BAS|IS CF THEIR APPROACH |5 A_REPOAT FROM THE AMERICAN
EMRASSY IN CAIRD THAT THE RUSSIANS HAVE ASKED FOR OVERFL|GHT
CLEARANCE FOR B3 (SIC) LARGE AEROFLOT AJRCRAFT EM ROUTE TO AW
INESOHN CESTINATION apnngfﬁ?f?tzﬁ*?ﬁf'iff"sLa AREA, THE AMER|CAMS
AFE GOING 1N AT COUKSELLOR LEVEL TD THE THE U3A TEPT OF THE HiFsA.
AT 09007 TODaY AMD WiLL MAME THE POINT THAT THE US HAS WO [NO)
IHTENTIO8 OF RECOMING INVOLVED (N THE PDRY SITUATION AND DESPITE
THESE REPORTS OF FLIGHTS HOPES THAT THE SOVIET UNION 15 NOT
IKTENDING TO INTERVENE EFTHERS

3« | RRIEFED THE AMERICANS ON THE SITUATION AS WE UNDERSTOOD IT

ANE REFERRED TO THE LARGE BRIRLIFT THE RUSSIANS WERE MOUNTING TO
CJIROUTI TO COLLECT EVACUEES. | ALSD WONBERZD HOW THE RUSS|ANS
WOULD LAND IN ADEN WITH TROOPS IF THAT REALLY WAS, WHICH | DOUATED,
THEIR PURPOSE GIVEN THAT IT SEEMED THAT ADEN'S ATRPORT Was STILL
THE SCENE OF HEAVY FIGHTING AND PROBABLY ALSD RENDERED UNUSARLE

Y ROMRIRNG,

4, THE AMERICAKS STRESS THAT THEIR APPRDACH IS5 LOW KEY AND GEARED
TD THE **SPIRIT OF GEMEVA'' IN WHICH NEITHER SHOULD DO AKYTHING TO
ESCALATE ANY REGIONAL ASSUE INTO A WIDER, OR EAST/WEST PROBLEM.

HEMANS




CONTDENTIAL

CONFITENT 1AL

FM EANAN

TO IMMEDIATE DESKRY 201000Z FCO

TELNO 22

OF 2009352 JANUARY BS

AND TO (MMEDIATE MOSCOW, RIYADH, ADDIS ABARA, MUSCAT, WASHINGTON,
AND TO |MMED|ATE PARIS, DOHA, MODUX SEC (0 C DI (ROW)

R
ADEN EMEGGENCY
MY TELNO 24: PIDRY

SUMMARY

1, ALl BASR MOHAMMED ARRIVED SANAA MID MORNING AND 15 PROCEEDING
SOUTHWARDS. NORTH YEMENIS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT HI5 CHANCES.

DETAIL

2., THE MFA, WHO HAVE REEN VERY CAGEY AROUT ALI NASR MOHAMMEL'S
MOVEMENTS CAME CLEAN THIS HIRNING AND TOLD ME HE HAL ARRIVED RY
L13 FROM ETHIORIA AT AROUT OT700Z AND WAS NOW RETURNING T3 SOUTH
YEMEN, APPARENTLY RY WAY OF AL RAYDHA AND THEMCE TO ARYAMN.

3. MFA SAID THAT ALTHOUGH ETHIOPIA WAS GIVING STRONG POLITICAL
SUPPORT TO ALI NASR MOHAMMED, THEY WERE UNLIKELY TO INTERYENE
MIL|TARILY. A HIGH LEVEL ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION LED AY DESTA FASEHA
IS AT PRESENT IN SAMAA,

Lk, THE MINISTRY BELIEVE ALJ| MASR'S PROSPECTS ARE GOOD AND
IMPROVING., HE IS IN GDOD MEALTH. ONLY THE SECOND GOVERNCRATE

IS DPPOSING HIW AND EVEN THEAE THEY RELIEVE THE REWELS' CONF IDEWCE
|S WAN|NG, A MEDICAL CONVOY WAS TURNED BACK ON THE TAIZ/ ADEN
040 YESTERDAY WECAUSE '*WE DON'T KEED YOU''. THIS MORNING

THE SAME CONVOY HAD REEN ALLOWED N,
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OF 1916457 JRNUARY B5

AND TO DESKBY 1918001 MOSCOW, SANA'A, RITADH, MUSCAT,

QNED (IFMEDATE WASHINGTON, PARIES, DOWA, MOGADESHU, monus (SEL)
(0 L0 D[RO

vOUR TELND 51 PIRY

1. ACCORDMMHG TO THE AMERACANS, AL WASSER, HAVANG TRAVELLED EY
BOAD ADEN-SANATE, ARRINED ADDMS LEAEA AT D100 LOCAL THKE 19
JARUBRY d#% THE YAR PRESHIENT TET. WE LEFT il THE SAME LIRCRAFT,
APPARENTLY FOR MOSCOwW, AT 1500 LOCAL THME 19 JARUARY AFTER

e ——— i
DMSCUSSHONG WITH MENGLESTU.

CEE

2. wE CAX ONLY SPECULATE ABOUT THE DETAILS OF ALl NASSER'S
DUECUSSIONS HERE BUT THE TRIPARTHITE BACT BETWEEN PDRY, LWEYA ANT
ETHIOPIA, WHICH PROWIDES FOR MUTUAL SUPPORT MW THE EVENT OF
TERESSION, MAY HAVE BEEX DM THE AGENDA, TESPITE THIS AND THEIR
PUBLIGC STATEMENT STOM|SNG SUPPORT FOR AL NASSER, MY TEL NO 14

(HOT TO ALL), WTH THEAR OTHER MILATARY PAEQCC IR ATONS , E.G. ERITRER,
ETHIOP AN MILITARY WNTERVENTION i PDRY SEEWS UKLIMELY PRRTIC-

U ARLy AT THIS GTAGE DF THE PROCEEDINGS. WE AGREE THAT W SEEMS
UNLAKELY THAT ALTH NASSER wOULD HAVE LEFT ADEN UNLESS HE
COWSIDERED THAT THE BATTLE WAS VIRTUALLY LOST.

e —

BARDER

YYYYPHSIuE




PRIME MINISTER

ADEN RESCUE

The President of Djibouti happened to be at the airport when
RAF Hercules planes landed there. Although the landings had
already been cleared in advance, the Président became rather
agitated on seeing the planes and RAF persconnel emerging from

them. (He apparently feared some sort of military operation].

The Foreign Office have asked if they may uss your name in

messages of explanation which they are sending to the President,
i i

to help convince him of the peaceful nature of the presence of

—

military personnel in his country.

=

Content for the FOO to use your name in support of thear

messagasy

Debbis

18 January 1986




arrmeres cove 10 anen SECRET  wovasce coenzs

¥8/MR =ty BUCEINGHAH PALACE
PEJTﬂE;EElE Esuﬁﬂu{c} Eﬂﬂ
i BSERD lsinasuznn BTAFF, UAETHET OFFICE

%gﬂmﬂl FE/NO 10 DOWMKING BT

ME BAHHINWGTOR
HE LONG

EL/HER

/G

HL/IEF D
HIYFOED

AL/HEWE

EDSOONE 1
ED/FLIRNIED STAFF

BO/SS0VIET D
FoOo [(WELFARE)

!"""-' 'l-"‘"-ﬁl-’-‘\-‘—"'

FH wasSH| TD FLOLK
1723552 JAN
BRE 500

SECRET

FH WaGHIHETON
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TELWD 139

iF 1723557

Ir 0 |MREDRTE RvADM, ERMETA, MUSCAT, WISCOW, PARIS

COWF N PORY: US PLANNING,
SUEYERY
1. SLUECT RTEREST WM DERIV UG nﬁvﬁu'lﬁf +nu¥ EucﬂTs H PORY, AND

EWIDEKCE OF POSSISLE SONIET -IMTENTIOHS TO INTERVEKE THEGUEH
ETHICR IA STUMULATE PEBATE iR THE m'-'.|r.|srud.'-r-nu_an:m1 HOW TO REALT
T8 THE .!II.-F j =
EThIL
Ba GTATE TEFARTMENT CONTACTS KAYE TOLD U5 48 STRACT CONFLENCE
FPLEASE PROTECT) THAT & MEMSER OF KING FAHDYE GFFI1CE AMSKED THE
U5 AFERSEADDR OM L6 JANUARY WHETHER THE UKITED STATES Saw AKY
OPPORTUS I'TY TO TURK EVENTS <4 POEY 70O LOKE DR SHIET TERM KMODERATE
ARAE ARD WESTERN ADYANTAGE,
3= WE ARE TOLD THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAD ALREADY BEGUN To EINE
THIS SOKE THOUGHT.  uMSTRUCTIONS WERE SERT 0K L& JAKUARY FOR
WS EMERTIER Ik LOKDOK, PARIS, WIYADH, SAKA", MUSECAT, CAYRD AKD
RMPAK TOOAEK HOST GOVEERMENTS TO SHARE THEIR ASSESSMERT: 1O POIRT
Tt THAT
SUCTE WE HAYE & MUTUAL ARTEREST N [O4RG WHAT WE CAN Td | NFLUENGE
THE COURSE OF EVENTS AT L THME WHEN THE PRECISE DEAREL 05 SDWRET
INFLUENCE LWONG PARTY LEADERS 4% |K QUISTIAR UNQUOTEs  AND T
ELHEIT FDERS FGR wWIRE NG TOGETHRER OR HDIWITUALLY T CUOTE
SENIE THAE OPPORTUMETY UMOUOTE.
L THE SAUB| REQIELST -SFURRED THIS PROCESS. DFF iG1ALS ik
STATE RAID THE S&UB| REGUEST WAD =TRUCH SPARKES AT HIGH LEWEL +N
THE ATIHEMISTELT | OK, RULORD MG TG TEICHE®R [MSC} o VHTER-MCERCY
REET.|MGE TOCAY WAD FOCLSSED &M THE FOLLOWINGS
le  THE UPHERVAL ¥ PDRY WOULD WORW AGAINST
THE SHORT=TEAM BI04 FET INTEREST, EVEW IF, hS wWAS ALMOST
IREVITRELE, THEY BACKED THE wINMERS AND WERE -WNSTHUMENTAL
1k ﬁEhEET!BLIﬁFIHh CRTIER.
FUT THIS DAMAGE TO THE JEOVIET PLEETIOH COULD HE BEST
EXPLOSTED JF 4T wWi% SIGHALLED TC THE SUCCESSDR REGHME
THAT A STRATEGIC ALTERNATIVE EXI5TED FOR BORY T8




EX¥PLOLTED IF 0T wAS SIGHALLEE TO THE SULCESEIR REE 1ML
THAT & ETEATEGLC ALTERRATIVE EXIGTED FOR PORY T
COMSiLER.
(). MOERRMED kL I-'“E_-, GOTEANDR OF NBYAK, WiE THE BEEY
PROSPECT TOB A _GHANGL dF F DARECT Ok BY THE REGIVE,
5. TEVCHER SAID 18 TERMS THAT “THE UMITED STATES WERE ALT
COKTEWPLAT (NG ANY (NTERVENT-OK THLHGELNES END THAT WHETMER ANY
ACTIOH WAL TAYEW DEPEMUED O DUR FRECNLE [[E SAUDY ARABIE REND
¥AR 1s
&. THE HMGOD AT OFFJCEAL LEVEL 1% STATE DEFRATHEMT WAS MOHL
CAUTIOUS,  THET DOUBTED THAT AKY BEGIME COULD HENZ AHY
BEALKSTAE ALTERMATINE T3 STARTING FECONSTRUCT LOR OF IWE COURTEY
Wi TH EOVIET ABSISTANCE.
e POSE I BLL
ETHICR AN FREFAZATIONS AT SOWIET HEHEL] EROFPED, THEREFOAL, (&TQ
AN ALACADY LOADED ATAISPHERE.  HEETIMGE WITHIM THE
ATMINASTRATION CONTIRUE. AT THiS ETRGE, WE BELIEVE THE UKITED
ETLTES® AMXIETIES TO Ece
fa THAT THE SUVIEY UKIO% MAY {HTECTUCE (AN CUTE LJE
[SURROGATE] RILITAEY Fuﬂcr 1o 1h¢LLLu,-
DEVELOPHENTS AND
FIY THAT THIE WOUCD*BiWiRISH THE CHAKCES OF LoHG=TERM
DEVILOPMENTS EAVOUBRILE TO THE WESTERSY INTZEEST.
a.  inE RAVE TOLD % TWET THC ATMMMISTRATICH ARE CONSIDERING
WHETHER THEY BHOULT ENCOURAGE SAUTA OR TAR ACTIOM TO FORESTALL
[KTEAVERT (0K FAONM ETHIORIL, WE HEVD KGEER 71 BE KERFT {RFORMED AF
LMY SUCH PLAN DEVELOPET. THEY WOULT WELCORE OUR EASLIEST POSHISLE
ASRTESMENT
G.FC0 PLEASE AUVANDCE TO K5SESSMENTS STRFF, CRBAWET o L o
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ATVANIE CORIES &,

FUCEINGIAR PALACE

BECLOM(C) MO

Il EJW 3B  FOD

AGSECEHMERT BTAFF, CABINET OFFICE
FE/HO 10 DOWHING 5T,

KEL/CONE
ED/TLANKING STAFF
ED/EOVIET T

POl (WELFARE)

CONF 1DENT AL
FH ADEW
TO FLASH FCO
TELEND UFk
OF 1716127 JANRURY BE
BMD TO FLASH MODl, ROYAL YACHT BRITTAKIA, WOSCOM, PARIS,
GANAL,

yOUR TELMO 016 x EYACUAT ION.

; [ | HEVE WADE A DECLSEON TO CLOSE TH1S EMDASSY COMPLLTELY
AT 03307 TOMDRROW 19 JANUARY. THERE 15 REALLY MO CHOICE
{SEE BELOW). FPLEASE ARRANGE AN UVRGENT BEC MESLAGE TO ALL
BRITISH CITIZENS §N THE EDEM RFT ADEN RRER TO AGSEMBLE

T THE WORTH ERST COBMER OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY COMADygpT
BY 0630 LOEAL THME, MEANWUHILE wE MODPE TO HAVE COMTACTECD
MOST OF THEW BY TELEPHOME. EBRITIEH CITITEMS OUTSITE

THE ADEH AREA SHOULD BE TOLD T ARALT FURTHER (USTRYCT |DHS
{SEE BELOW) .,

F« WY DECIS 10 A4S BEEY TAxEDW AFTER SEE14& FOR MYSELF THIS
AFTERHDDH THE CHAGS N EHOEMRESAF ALD BRALA, AETEF OESERYIHG
THE UHRULY NATURE OF THE MILITIA EWERYWHERE, RUD RFTEQ HEARING
THE ADMICE OF THZ SGVIET EMBASEY, wHO SRY THAT ALTHOUEN &K
BGREEWMENT WES SAGHED YESTEEDAY HY THE TWd WARRING SI1DES THE
REEELE ARE TOTALLY AHARCMI|C , THAY LIFE |4 ADEM HAS
EELOME UNTENABLE. FOR THE FOGREEEABLE FUTURE & BRITISMW ¥RESENCE
IW ARER WiILL DO HOTHING TO HELF THRSE LUT OFF AN THE IMTERIDR.
OTHER REGECUE OPERATIOMS MILL HAVE TG BE MOUNTED IRIEPENDEWTLY, PROTATN
i s B AR or ]
OF ki SAS TYPE OF OPERAT|GH.

T« | ACCOMPRHIED & Flﬂﬁ] BATCH OF WORER A1 CHILODREN EVRCULES
10 ABYAM BEACH AT 1500 LOCAL TGDAY , INCLUDING THREE LARIES
OF TH15 EMBRSSY. THEY ABE STILL WAITING TO BE PICKED WP,

iF MEET BE THEY WiLL G0 OUT It RUSSIAH BOATS AND ROPEFULLY
TRANEFER AT SEA T THE ROYAL YACHT, THE STTUATION AT ARYAY
FEACH COULDT DETERICGRATE AT AHY WOMENT,

WARSHALL

Yy

AFHFAN 120

foamd /K
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Aden Evacuation

You may find it usefyl to have a summary of where we now
stand on the evacuation of British =zubjects from Aden. We
have kept in the closest touch with the Ministry of Defence at
Ministeripl and official level.

The security situation in Aden has continued to
deteriorate. The Sgviet Upion has tried to mediate between
the warring factions but clearly without success. We do not
know whether the lull in the fighting which oeccurred itoday
was a result of thelr mediation, but there is no evidence of
a wider ceasefire. Our preliminary assessment of a confused
situation 1s that there is a very deep rift - personal or
tribal rather than ideological - between the two sides, with
the likelihood that fighting will continue for some time to
come. There are reports of reinforcements for both sides
coming in from the interior.

After a meeting with Mr Stanley, Sir Geoffrey Howe
agreed that discretion =should be given to tThe Ambassador and
the Flap Officer of the Royal Yachi Britannia to go ahead with
the evacuation of British subject= and others for whom we have
respongeibility if the circumstances permitted this. They were
instructed to coordinate the evacuation with the Sayiet Embassy
and the French Embassy, both of whose countries have larger
ﬁyrues than ours in the ATrea.

We have not been able to have a full accoupt of the
negmtlaf 1OE which tﬂuk.thce in Aden but it seems that apgreement
was reache etween the three Ambassadors that an evacuation
should take place involving French and Soviel shilips. The
evacuation, which started at mid-afternoon in Aden, was chaotic.
In those circumstances, the Ambassador asked the Hoyal Yacht
to send small boats to pick up the British women and children

il d'_Eﬁnss wae falling. Otherwise they would have
aen strande eac 8 this proposal had the agreement
of the Soviet Embassy (Soviet ships had earlier warned the Royal

Yacht to stay outside the 12 mile limit) Flag Officer Roval
Yacht went ahead. Although this Soviet agreement was later
countermanded by the Eﬂvigi_ﬁmhassadﬂr {who undertook to
evacuate all Britizh subjects in Boviet boats) that chanpe of
decision came too late and the Royal Yacht had already moved in
to within 14 miles of the beach, with local Soviel agreement.

/Britannia
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Britannia has taken off 53 British people and 22 of other
ngtionalities. The Roval Yme opes to resume evacuaiion at
dawn tomorrow, if the security situation permits. 8ir Geoffrey
Howe Delives that we have no alterpative but to work with the
Russians who are in the strongest position locally.

The Foreign Secretary has spoken direetly to the French
Foreign Minister about maintolning as elose consultation as
possible. M. Dumas said that he had instructed his Ambassador
to stay, with minimal support for the time being. He has also
Sent @ mesgige to the Acting Porelgn Minister in Moscow, The
Russians are evacuating women and children only. In these
circumstances, although the I bnrplqn Becratary has great
sympathy with the Ambassador's proposal that the Embassy should
¢lose down entirely in the present highly dangerous conditions
in Aden, he has asked him if he and his communications officer
eould remain, perhaps in the French Embassy, at least while
Britons in the Tmediate area remain to be evacuated. The
final decision must of colrse rest wiith Lhe man on the spotl.

S0 far there has been no report of any British casualties
but a number of Britons, including the Embassy's Head of
Chancery and family, remain in South Yemen completely cut off
[rom Aden. Even if we are able to evacuate the rest af the
British subjects in Aden tomorrow 1t is 1ikely to he some time
before we are 1n a position to evacuate the outlying areas.
For the moment they are safest Stayving put, but we are looking
it options with the Ministry of Defence.

1 am copying this letter to Hichard Mottram in the Ministry
ol Defence

\/nww

& 1 ﬂpp]eyuxd t]

Private Secretary

C D Powell
10 Dewning Street
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AHO- TG DESKEY 1708007 SaHan

A B T T T
il TO DESKBY LYO6G3I0T MOSCOH

ROGRDUPR FOR 18 JAHUARY

iT AAS BEEW A SCERY DEY FOR EVERYOHE 11 KHORMAKS
UH ACCOUNT THE PROLGNGED EXCHAMGES OF ARTILLERY AN
FIRS THROUGHOUT THE DAY. THE RUSSIANS, FRENCH,
MANY DTHERS HAVE WAD A TRYING TIME. MERCIFULLY TR
REPRESENTATIVE WAS ABLE 70 RESCUE THE
BND LITVLE CHILDREYN FROM THE WRESCAGE
[& REXT DOGR TO QUR CWH PESIDENZE,
CONTINUES TO BURM 1NTE THE WIGHT.
RESIDEHCE HWAS BUFFERER | CAMMOT iy,

-

e

2. EVEN WORSE OFF, AND 1N DETERIORATING CIRCUNST
THE ITAL1AN AMBASSADOR AND HAIS WIFE % TAWAH| AHE

CHARGE BND 18 OTHER STAFF NEXT DOGR, WHERE FIGHTING HAS FEEN
BITTER AND THE RUADS REWDERED TPPASSABLE BY ESCAP NG FUELED

Gt FROM PIPEL INES.

: ; g 7 e &
J. (1 YAIN OHE HAS SEAACHE L RADIG FRECUENCIES FOR RE

BROADCASTE TC IMNDICAT L i E S1TURTYICH
—

FOR QHCE QUR CITIZERS Ik ADEN I =8 THEEE THAMN

N TH|S EMEASSY.
L, | WANVE ®OT BEEM ABLE TO TELE TO THE SONTET AMBASSALDOR- A3CUT
THE_EVACUATICN PLAN AND NEGOTIATIONS. | WAS TOLD IT WAS
UHSAFE FOR EI#¥ TO GOME TO THE PHOXE. | LEFT A& BESSAGE
=P HTH ROWENEST WITH B GELLND GELHETARY PEFERB|NG TO HWA

ROSCOW MEETING WITH KEANIEHN®O. | SATHER HE 5 NOT ®FT NOT
I[N TOUCH WITH THE WARRINE E|DES AT PRESEMT WHICH DOES NOT

SURPH ISE ME, BuT THE RUSSIAY CGUNSELLOR TGLD MY FRENCE

COLLEAGUE TODAY THAT CEASEFIRE MNEGOT|AT[OHS HAVE BEEH GOERG

OGN ALL DAY AMD WiLL RESUME TOMORRIW.

By HEENWHILE TSAME CLARKE OF ZONES IYTERSETHOMAL HASL ESTFASL LSHED

A YALUAZLE CONTACT AT ADEH HOTEL wiTH THE DISTRICT MiLITARY

COMMANDER, ®HO 15 DUR REST AND DULY GONTACT WITH THE GOVERHMENT

FORCES TG DATE. HE CLAIMS ME WAS PRESENT AT THE COURT MaRTIAL

SERTENG |G THE & TO DEATH OWN L3 JAHNUARY. HE 15 CERTAIM THE: SE

TARGES WERE CARRIED DUT.

e N P ONFIDENTIAL e
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B:  BY NIGHTFALL THERE WAE A MERCIFUL LULL [N
- P R il L r ' R o o e T
SUTH RHORFAKSAR AND TAWAHI WHICH HOLDS AT THE

H

= = : =
e [MOEUM, 1T HAS BEEN X WERY TRY|ING DAY
e F

L)
-

s
HE

WCNDERFUL AND ARE COPIMG MARNWELLUSLY .

—
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PRIME MINISTER

Reélations with the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY)
- 3 For some time the policies of the Soviet-backed have
posed a threat to the stability of the Arabian Peninsula. But in
T —— —_—— )

the past year the PDRY has shown signs of wanting a beltter

relationship with the UK and the West which could conceivably
reflect a readiness to lﬂﬂs;n ties with the SBoviet bloc. There

have been a series of approaches to us,including to Douglas Hurd
from their Foreign Minister last year, making clear their desire to

improve relations. The theme has been that, despite long-standing

difficulties in our relationship, there remains a reservolr of
goodwill towprds us in 4 wide range of fields.
2. It is not vet clear whether the Yemenis are genuinely

— ——
disenchanted with the Boviet Unicon or whether they are simply
locking for external support without political strings to alleviate
their economic dif??zzitias+ There are divisions in the Adeni
leadership, with President Ali Nasser Mohammed in favour of a
more pragmatic relationship with the West, and others advocating the
continuation of a doctrinajire marxist approach. We have in any
aevent made clear to the Adenis that no real improvement in their
relations with us is possible as long as they continue to be seen

[ —
ag the main fomenters of instability in their corner of Arabia

{(their relationship with extremist Palestiniang has been a cause
.ﬂ

for concern, although less so in recent years). My conclusion 1s
nevertheless that we SOOULO MAake & cautious but poEltive response

to PDRY overtures in the hope of encouraging those in Aden who

favour a more moderate approach and better relations with the West,

1 am far from sure that the Adenis are ready to change their spots:
——

but if ever they are, we need to encourage, not rebuff, them.

. I I am therefiore taking the following modest measures.
(1) Raising our representation to ambassadoriazl level (as

was the case up to 1875).

(ii) The offer of some modest assistance in the English
i E———

lanpuage teaching field. This would develop an existing

jeezset
CONFIDENTIAL
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gsset (all further education in Aden i=s still conducted in
English - not Russian).
{iii}) Encourapement of more contact with the PDRY Government,

ef by paving attention to the Foreipgn Minister when he next
travels through London.
(iv) A possible wisit by an FCO Minister to PDRY in 1883.

We would make clear (o the Adenis that it would be up to them to
makae 8 fourther gesture if they were serious i1n thelr intention ol
developing a hetter relationship.

i, I have of ecourse taken carefully into account the likely
reactions to my proposals among the Arab Gulf States and in
particular Oman and Saudi Arabia. T am confident that the above

meansures proposed will not cause difficulties to the Gulf States,
including Oman and Saudi Arabia. Indead, Sultan Oaboos (who has

——
been specially briefed) has confirmed that he has no objection and

. I —
iz himself co-operating with Kuwaiti and UAE attempts to improve
————— T T ey, —— ——.

relations between Oman and the PDREY.

E—=—T = dw
B. There could be some interest in this, riven the PDEY's
reputation in recent years. I therefore propose tq}annaunem the
ﬂll-s

change 1in our representation in Aden through an i ired PQ.

G, I am copying this to other members of ﬂHTT)rfi

~
(FRANCIS PYM)

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

15 July, 1982
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F4 AJEN 1502007 MaY 21

To FRIORITY FC G

ToLEarfil KUNMBEES 175 OF 1% MAY 15E1
BT TOQ INFD BUSCAT

INFD SAVING TANATA, JELDE

MY TELNC 173s PDRY FROTEST OVER REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO THE
FRIME WMIMISTER

1.  SAEED HADI AWADM PREFACED THE PAESSING OF THE NOTE WITH A
FREAMBDLE STATING THAT HIS GOYERNMENT WELCOMED VISITS TO THE
HMILDLE EAST SUCH AS THAT UNDERTAKEN BY MRS THATCHER SINCE THEY
WOULD FESULT IN CXCHENGE OF YIEWS AND UNDERSTASDING OF PROBLEMS)
THE YEMENIS ALEC DID NOT OBJECT TO THE VISIT MRS THATCHER PA LD
TO THE DCRDER AREA SINCE THIS WAS ON OMAMI TESSITORY AND SHE WAS
THEIR GUEST.

2. SAEED HADI®S PROTEST THEM DELIVERED wWAS SOMEWHAT HALF-
HEAFTED. HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WAS CONCERNED AND SURPRISED AT
THE REMARKS ABOUT SOVIET PRESEMCE [N PDRY SINCE HIS GOVERNMENT
MWD REPEATEDLY STATED THAT MO SOVIET BASES EXISTED HERE. HME DID
NOT PROCEED, AS DOES THE NOUTE, TO COMMENT ON IRRESPONS IBLE
STATEMENTS OR INTERFERENCE IN INTCRNAL AFFAIRS, THE NOTE HE
FANDED OVER WAS IN ARABIC AND DID NOT FIGURE IN OUR DISCUSS)ON.

3% | SAID HE WOULD NOT DENY SCVIET PRESEMCE IN PDRY AND AFTER A
SHORT EXCHANGE WE AGREED TO DIFFER ON THE DEFINITION OF A MILITARY
BASE. S5INCE HE PRODUCED WO DIARECT QUOTATION &TTRIBUTED TG

MRS THATCHER | GCONTENTED MYSZLF BY POINTING OUT THAT WITH REGARD

T SOVIET ACTIVITIES SHE HAD BEEN AT PAINS THROUGHOUT HER YVISIT TO
THE GULF TO UNDERLINE HMG'S CONTINUING CONCERN AT SOVIET MILITARIST
ACTIVITY |9 AFGHANISTAN AMD THE DAMGER [T POSED FOR THE WHOLE
REGION: HME'S VIEW ON THIS WAS UNCHANGED, HE NOTED MY COMMENTS

WT DID KOT PESPCND.

b.  HE THEN STATED THAT THE PDRY CHARGE D'AFFAISES IN LONDON HAD
EEEN INSTRUCTED TO MAKE PARALLEL REPRESEMTATIONS. | SAID | WOULD
CONVEY THE NOTE TO MY GOVERNMENT BUT PRESUMED THAT A RESPONSE
FIGHT BE WADE TO THE PDRY IMBASSY I% LONDONM,

/5. oAE s

D =D Sy TR
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5. A5 THE TALK GRIW LESS FORMAL SATED HADI SAID MRE THATCHER
HD LECN TAKEK TC A HILLTOP AND SHEWN PDRY, SHE HAD THEN MADE
STATEMENTS TO PRESS MEN., THIS PRESUMABLY REFEAS TO THE INCIDEMT
CCVERED IN LPS OF 2& APFIL ALTHOUGH THE WORDS THERE RCPORTED WERE
NOT USED EY SAEED MADI,

& | AWAIT YOUR INSTRUCTIONS IF YOU FEEL A RESPONSE SHOULD BE
MADE HERE RATHER THAN [N LONDON.

FCO PEZE PASS MUSAT.

FLEERNAN

ST FND ABR
Pl

i B D
E.b

Lemip

P =k o

= a2k

o CCPIES SENT TO

EAR INET BESIOE MNo. 10 DOVWNING STREET

=

CONEIDEN 1T R-L
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UNCLASSIFIED

FM ADEN 17@B8aZ a¥ 81

10 PRIORITY FC O

TELEGRAM MNUMBER 173 OF 13 MAY

INFO HUSCAT

SAVING (FOR INFO) SANA'A aND JEDDA

BDRY PROTEST AT REMAAXS ATTRIBUTED TO THE PRIME MINISTER
1. | Wh3 CALLED [N TC THE MINISTRY QF FOREIGH AFFAIRS
CN 18 APRIL BY DIRECTOR, WESTERN EUROPE DEPARTMENT,
SAEED HMADI AWADH, WHMO HANDED ME A4 ROTE OF WHICH THE
FOLLOW(NG 18 & TRANSLATION MADE IN THE EMBAS3Y OF THE
SUASTANCE OF THE ROTEx

QUOTE THE MIN|I3TRY WISH TO ASK THE ESTEE“ED

EMBASSY TO CONVEY TO THE APPROPRIATE BRITISH

AUTHORITIES THE CONCERN OF THE PEOPLE’S DEMICRATIC

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN AT THE STATEMENTS MADE BY

MRS MARGARET THATCMER, PRIME MINISTER OF THE

SOVERNMENT OF TME UMITED KINGDO®, DURING HER

#1%|T TO THE YEMEMI-OMAM| BORDER AREA AMD TO HER

REFERENCE TO SOVIET PRESENCE IN DEMOCRATIC YEMEN.

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS CONSIDER THAT

SUCH STATEMENTS WHICH ARE INCOHS|STENT WITH THE

REAL SITUATION, ARE |RRESPONSIBLE STATEMENTS

AND COMSTITUTE CLEAR INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERMNAL

AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC YEMEM, WHICH

(5 INCOMPATIELE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED

NATIONS CHARTER AMD IMTERMATIOMAL LAW. UNJUOTE.
9, COMMENTS FOLLOW IN MIFT.

MCEERNAN
[COFIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWHIBG ETREET]
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COHFIDESNTIAL
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CHFIDERTIAL

F FCOD 0713002 MAY @
TO IHHEDTATE ABEM
TELEDRAN

REFEATED TD PEIOAITY
EAVIHG TO -SAHL'A

i EEASE COMYEY THE FOLLOWIND YEESAGE TO0 ALI KEAZBER HOHAMMED

PROM THE PRIME “INIETER NOW. THAT HIS APPDINTHEET &5 CEATRMAN OF LHe
PEESIDIUY OF THE SUPREME PEOPLE'S COUNCIL HAZ BEER COHEIRNID, BEOIH
PLEASE RCCEPT MY CONCRATULATIORS AND GDUD
ON ¥OUR APPOINTHESLT AS CHAIRMAR OF
OF THE SUPREME PECPLE'S COUNCIL,

ENDE.

CRARIHGTON
DISTRIEITION: COFIES TOu

FILES CRE & DaT

MED FS/LPS MEND ODA
NENAD FS/ME HURD

NEHS D PEIPUS

PUSE BIR [ MAITLAND

PCD MR J C MOBERLY

air EABINET CFFICE
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2 May, 1980,

PDRY

The Prime Minister has seen your
letter to me of 1 May and has approved
the enclosed message to All NHasser Mohammed,

Paul Leaver, Emsq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth OIfice.




COVERING CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWlA 2AH

1 May 1980

Pecd Mthaed, (/L‘ sl

People's Demoeratic Republic of Yemen

The Head of Btate, Mr Abdul TFattah TIsmail, resigned on 20
April allegedly on medical grounds, Although he has suffered
irom TE for a number of vears, it seems more likely that he has
been ousted as a result of the power struggle that has been
taking place within the Yemen Socialist Party, in which his chief
adversaries have been the Defence Minister, Ali Antar, and the
Prime Minister, All Nasser Mohammed.

All Rasser §1 e2d has been appointed Chairman of
the Pres um of the Supreme People's Council {(i.e. Head of
State) in succession to Abdul Fattah ISmail. All Nasser's
succession is a welcome development, He can be expected to follow
g rather less Marxist and more pragmatic approach than his
predecessor. Nonethelesz, his freedom of actlion will
necessarily be limited because of the strong Soviet influence
in the "PORY.

The Secretary of State considers that it would be appropriate
to mark thisa promising development in the PDRY by sending & mescage
from the Prime Minister. We understand that the Freanch and
Italian Heads of State intend to send formal messages. 1 attach
a telegram containing a sugpested text.

Yousk Gt

=
N\l

fP Lever)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esg
10 Downing Streeti
LONDON
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BBEE | Zalanl DD.683F041 (00K B/78 Gwa LTD. GF. a0
o R e e el e ’m _
ECLm P LISSHIIAG e
ouTW 1
o T G 1 . CONFIDENT IAL

Llrajfred by TELEGRAM Frecedence
{iieede Eml e e ' IHMMEDIATE

FOR

COMMS. DEFT, _
: Degpalched PORTER Ll GG s e R
MR i SR

PREAMBLE

T o O e v 8 (G.MLT.Y FRestricrive PrefBe).. .o

_ CERE TR RED T & fﬂfi"l-'ﬁ!‘,-'
(Securify (lats | | e CONFIDENTIAL iy R

IMMEDIATE
7+ B gt el LA S R b S e
{precadence)

AND TO (precedence/post) ..

L e e L b b e ey oty s o L

AND SAVING TO ..o i i et

REPEATED TO {for info) . FRICEITY JEDDA MUSCAT WASHINGTON

SAVING TO (for Info) ... 2ANA'A .

[TEXT]

Flease convery the following neasgpe to Ali fssscer hoheamed Erom
the P'rime Minister once nois appointment as Chairman of the Presidium
of the: Gupreme People's Council is confirmed. Beginsi

Flease sccept my consratulations sand pood wishos o vour
| F A B J

=

g Chairman of the Fresidi

divm of the.Supreme People’s

MEHD
cabhimet Office
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CONF I DENT] AL CC?J:E:NTIAL

FM ADEN 2210797 4PSIL 80

™ PRICRITY F C O

TELEGRAM NUMBER 131 OF 22 ARR|L -

AND TO PRICRITY SANA'A, JEDDA, MUSCAT AND WASH|NGTON

PORY: INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS

1. MIN|ISTER SENT TO THE QJBP, ANNOBAN, EDUCATIONR, 15 NOT &
POLITICAL FIGURE. HE CHEERFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE MAay

SE MANY QUESTIONMS TO 3E ASKED, BUT SAID- HE WAS MOT.THE
PERSON TO AMSWER THEM, THIS CERTAINLY SUGGESTS THAT TMERE |3
MORE TO THE HAND OVER THWAN |5 APPARENT, DEPUTY MINISTER
(EMIGRANT AFFAIRS) WAS PRESENT 3UT ALSQ DECLINED T2

COMMENT. CTHER QFFICIALS WERE SIMILARLY D] SCREET.

2 ALL SOCIALIST AMBASSADORS FAILED TO ATTEND Q8P EXCEPT THE
HUNGAR| AN, THE CUBAN ONLY HAD REGRETTED BEFORE THE EVENTS

OF 20/81 APRIL. MOST SENT APOLOGIES WITH THEIR DEPUTIES,

THE RUSSIAN DID NOT. THE EAST GEAMAN WHO 1S FRIENDLY uqn
POLITE, 3AI0 HE HOPED TO COME LATE 3UT DID NOT. IT |3
TEMPTING TD ASSUME THEY WERE [N CONCLAVE,

—

3. 30CIALIST HEADS OF PQST WERE DETAINED AFTER THE Care 5!
BRIEFING ON 21 APRIL = THE ROMANM | AN CHARGE D'AFFA|BES W5
JRNUSHT BACK FROM HIS CAR. HE SAID S4LEH SALH MOHAMMED 3A[D
LITTLE NEW BUT STRESSED THAT CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE
SOCTALIST COUMTRIES WOULD STILL BE THE MAIN POINT IN PORY*S
FOREIGN POLICY. MOHAMMED 3410 THAT A& HigH LEVEL DELEGATION

<< WOULD SHORTLY VISIT THEIR CAPITALS TO EMPHASISE THIS POINT.

4. ACCORDING TO THE ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR, THE ARABS DID NOT
RECEIVE FURTHER [NFORMATICN OF INTEREST, HE S5AYS HE was
NOT 'WARNED IN AOVANCE OF THE CHANGE, HE S5AID ABDEL FATTAH
HAD RECENTLY SEEMED QUOTE TIRED UNQUATE, 3UT WAS NOT
CONVINCING IN THIS. HE FELT THAT A TOO CLOSE ALL[ANCE WiTH
MOSCOW MARXISM WAS NOT 0400 FoR PORY CR, IN THE LONS EUH
FOR THE USSR EITHER SINCE IT WAS DISTASTEFUL To MOST AHAEE.
HE AGREED THIS EXTENDED TO THE FLAUNTING OF SUPPORT FOR adas
COMMUNIST PARTIES, HE SAYS FURTMER GOVERNMENT CHANSES ARS
EXPECTED AND SUPPOZED THAT MUTIE WOULD BECOME FRIME WINISTER,
THE 3CMANIAN ALSO HOPED FOR MUTIE'S ELECTION AND SA1D THERE
HAD 3EEN A SERIOUS DIFFERENCE OF QP INTER OVER THE EVENTUAL
MONM=ATTEMDA NCE OF EEET AT THE FEE&ElE CONFERENCE N
ISLAMABAD, HE CLAIMED ANOTHER ISLAMIC CONFERENCE wOULD 3f
HELD IN ABOUT A MONTH IN EITHER ISLAMABAD OR XaguL
(EXTRAQRDINARY CHOICE) AND THAT PORY WOULD ATTEND,

S
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5. MEANWHILE MESSAGES HAVE BEEN SENT TO VARIOUS ARA3
A0VERMMENTS,. USHAISH, MINISTER GF COMMUN|CATICNS HAS GONE TO
SANA’A, THE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS HAS GINE TO
KUWAIT, UAE AND SAUD| ARABIA AND ANOTHER EMISSARY TD SYRIA,
LEBANON AND THE PLP.

FCo PLEASE PASS PRIORITY 3ANATA JEOOA MUSCAT AND
WASHIHGTCN .

MC KERM AN

DR T T L B r s e T
e

Al 3

sy -]

o COPIEE SEMT TO

P i s S
iy Mo, 9 DOvNING 31 RCET
a2
e
P L

Fang o pe ot e

(REPEATED AS REQUESTED)
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