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PRTME MINISTER

POLICE COMPIATNTS AUTHORITY REPORT: WAPPING

As you may remember, a copy of this report was leaked a few weeks
ago. The summary is to be officially released tomerrow at noon.

The report concentrates on operational aspects of the incident

and makes the following points: -

= —

there were shortcomings in police command and control: but

neither police nor organisers expected such a large number
— e e —

of demonstrators;

thera were deliberate troublemakers in the crowd:

- T——

threa tonnes of bricks and other misziles were thrown at the

P —

police. —

1

ANDREW TURNBULL
13 February 1990

h:\PPS\WAPPING.DAS




FETME MIHNISTER

WAFPPING

Following the riot at Wapplng on 24 January 1987 officers of the
Northamptonshire Constabulary were asked to prepare a
cenfidential report into the conduct of the police. This was
made available last autumn to the Police Complaints Authority,
the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police (whom you will be
seeing this evening) and to the DPP. It was on the basis of the
information in the report that the DPP brought criminal charges
against some of the police involved. Charges against six of them
were dismissed by the Bow Street magistrate a few weeks ago and a
further 15 appear before the magistrate tomorrow.

A copy of this report has been leaked and reported on the BBC
news (the timing in the light of the case tomorrow is probably
not a coincidence). The report criticiaes the "viclent and
undisciplined" conduct of some policemen and criticises the

supervision of sowme of the =enior officers.

The line the Met and the Home Office are taking is that the
report is being studied and the Commissioner will report to the
Home Secretary on any remedial measures.

A note will come over from the Home Office tomorrow in time for
Questions.

g

ANDREW TURNBULL
24 January 1390

PPE\WAPPTING




CABINET OFFICE,
WHITEHALL, LONDON SW1A 2AS

Chancelior of the Duchy of Lanczster

Tel No: 270 0020
270 0296

16 Fehruary 1987

Chris Capella Esg

Principal Private Secretary to the
Paymaster Genaral

Paymaster General's Office
Department of Employment

Caxton House

Tothill Straest

LORDON

SW1H 4Y9HF

NN
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NEWS INTERMATIOMAL DISPUTE AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS LAW
A
a + " A
Thank you for the copy of your letter of lO-¥F&bruary to David
Norgrove.

The Chancellor of the Duchy shares the Paymaster-General's concern
that it should be kept clear in mind that, inscfar as News
International took advantage of the law to dismiss those who went
on strike, they did so under provisions of long standing;
similarly, where News Internaticonal obtained injunctions against
the pickets, this was under common law, not under recent
legislation.

There is, however, the suggestion, particularly in the background
note attached to your letter, that the relevance of the
Government's legislation in governing such disputes should be
played down, The Chancellor would not welcome this. He believes
that it is important to recognise that the inability of trades
unions to win industrial disputes by means of intimidatory
behaviour or secondary action is widely welcomed by the publie, and
iz firmly attributed to this Government's legislation. It would be
unhelpful to distance the effects of that legislation upon the
climate for industrial relations too far from its applicatien in
this particular dispute.

Indeed, the Chancellor notes that it is incerrect to suggest any
lack of relavance of the Government's legislation to the dispute,




ince the actions brought under common law would have baan
ineffective, but for the 1982 Act which opened trades union funds
to the Courts.

I am sending a copy of this letter to the private secretaries to
membears of the Cabinet, Michael Stark (PE/Minister of S5tate,
Privy Council Office), Murdo Maclean (PS5/Chief Whip) and to
Trevor Woolley (P3/8ir Robert Armstrong).

ANDREW LANSLEY H

Private Secratary




CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWEA IAA
From the Private Secreiary 2 'February 1987

WAPPING

Thank you for your letter pf 29 January
explaining why the Home Secretary proposgs
toostick with the dater-of 1 April Iof the
implementation of the Public Order Act. The
Prime Mirnister has noted this.

P.A. BEARPARK

Stephen Boys Smith, Esqg.,
Home Office.

CONFIDENTIAL




DUEEN AMNE'S GATE LONDON SWIH 9AT

29 Jamuary 1987

fi?nw '(E'J'I.H{'h-' 2

“"——__h__H1
OMWJ’ Eé,.;..;ua,&.

flf: ﬂ....ﬂ..f 1,,:||-.-|--|I ..‘t.p M‘I& -""'l

WAPPING
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Thank you for your letter of 27 January.

The Home Secretary Immediately considered the possibllity of
accelerating the implementation of the Public Order Act in the light of
last 3Saturday's demonstration at Wapping. He declded against bringing the
date forward, and in press {nterviews mfter his state@ent*sald that the
relevant provisions would be introduced on 1 April, which was the date
which we have been planning to meet.

The reasoning behind this decision iz as follows., %o far asg Wapping
ls concerned, the Commissioner already has power, under the Public Order Act
1936, to impose conditions on a public processien if he reazongbly believes
that it will occasion serious public disorder. With the conszent of the Home
Secretary, he may also ban such a procesalon if, in hia view, the imposition
of conditions will not be sufficlent to prevent such disorder. The
Metropolitan Police have not so far used these powera at Wapping becausa
the marches to the plant have not themselves been the occasion for serious
disorder (euch disorder had only broken out after the march Ras reached its
destination). Moreover, it is easier to pelice a relatively orderly march
whose route is known rather than to attempt to police various scattered
groups seeking to reach the plant independently.

Sections 12 and 13 of the Public Order Act 1986 gubstantially
re-enact the powera in the 1936 Act where a procession 1s expected to lead
to serious publie disorder, In addition the police may impose conditicna
(but not ban) a procession where they¥ reasonably belleve that it may result
In_serious damage to property, serious disruption to the life of the
dommunlity or I the organisers 1s Intimidatory (including
serioug public disorder these are known as "the four teats"j]. Seetion 14
of the 1986 Act creates new povers to Impose conditians on (but not ban)
public assemblies. These powers are exercisable WRETE one of the four tests
is met. In such a situwation, the police may impose conditiona relating to
place, duration or numbers. It is important to bear in mind that only such
conditions may be imposed aa appear to the senior police officer necessary
to prevent such disorder, damage, disruptien or intimidation. It is also
important to bear in mind that conditions are challengeaple in the courts
by way of an applicatien for Jjudicial review. It 1= an offence Ffor
erganisers or participants knowingly to fail to comply with conditions, but
it I8 a defence to prove that the failure arose from clircumstsances heyand
the defendant's control. In such proceedings the defence could also
challenge the lawfulnesa of the conditions,.

R s e —
1 2
I CONTHIENTIAL
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S50 the new powers over both processions and statlec assemblies add
gquite substantially to the range of options open to the police when one or
more of "the four tests" appliea, These clauses in the Act were not of
course drafted with Wapping in mind. It will be for the police, not the
Home Secretary, to decide whether, and if so0 how and when, these powers
might usefully be applied te Wapping. (They would of course be applied only
to the organisers of the procession or assembly, and would not add to the
exlsting range of powers available against individuals who commit acts of
violence during processions or assemblies). The Metropolitan Police will
want to consider this carefully, and may well be wary of the early use of
new pewers subject te Judicial review in the highly charged atmosphers of
Wapping. This is something on which the Home Secretary will want to kesp
in informal touch with the police, But he 1is anxious not to arcuss
expectation of the Immediate uwse of the new powers at Wapping, which would
certainly be the result of bringing forward the date of implementation.
The police would them be put into a very awakward position.

The date of 1 April was chosen bhecause the poliece have strongly
urged that this was the earliest posaible date beceuse of the need far

preparation and training.
———

|

S W BOYS SMITH

Mazk Addisom, Esg.,







CUNELUENTLAL

10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWIA ZAA

From the Private Secretary 27 January 1987

| v el

— e Palcmeso b

WAPPING

: Youn will remember we spoke this morning about the
timetable for bringing into effect the relevant provisicns of
the Publie Order Rct., The intention at present is to do so on
1 April. The Prime Minister continues to believe that there
iz a good case for bringing that date forward, and that
supporters of the Government will find it hard to undarstand
why 1f this is not done. She remains unconvinced that the
powers would not have been helpful in the context of last
Saturday's demonstration at Wapping.

I should be grateful for an urgent note on this: I hope

it will be possible to let us have something by close of play
on Thursday.

Him._f-._r'.:, ELFH-T._}J_.F—!.,_LH
;

M S rers

I oy, Tl
Mark aéﬂiﬁﬂﬂ
e

William Fittall, Esqg.,
Homa Office.
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WAPPING: HOME SECRETARY'ES STATEMENT: 26 JANUARY 1987 P

Wwith permission, Mr Speaker, 1 will make & gtatement about the

disorder at Wapping on Saturday gvening.

1 understand from the commissioner of police of the Metropolis
that the disorder followed a march from central London marking
the snniversary nf the Hews international dispute. The police
estimate that 12,500 people took part. When the march reached
Wapping at 2.15, disorder broke -out almost jmmediately.
cordens of police nfficers in ordimary uniform came under
attack with missiles. At about 7.40 a lorry being used DY the
demonstrators Was overturned, and an attempt was made to set
jt on Eire. pisorder then continued for some hours. Missiles
were thrown at the police, including rocks. bottles, ball
hearings, G8ILE. railings., scaffolding poles and pieces of
paving stone. The peolice used mounted officers, and foot
cfficers im protective eguipment, to restore order. I

understand that calm returned by about midnight.

in all, 162 police sfficers Were injured. The fnjuries
included a broken bone in the hand, injuries to the face and
legs and concussion, Two pfficers were detained in hospital
pvarnight. 1 am glad to say that they have both now been
discharged. The police know of 40 members of the public who
were injured; there will have been others whose injuries did
not come to police attention. I understand that 7 people
ware arrested of whom &5 have now been charged with public

order and other offences. 15 of these @re print WoOrkers.




This is= the latest in 2 series of disturbances connected with
demonstrations at Wapping. Over the last year, including last
Baturday, 572 police officers have been injured, 1,462 people
have been arrested, and over 1.2 million police man-hours have
been spent. The total additional policing cost up to the end

of 1986 is estimated at £5.3 million.

It is clear that scme of those attending Saturday's

demonstration armed themselves with ferocicus weapons intent
on violent attacks against the police. No serious attempt was
made to stop the lorries leaving the plant, and they were able

to do so0 without significant difficulty.

It also seems clear that the organisers of these demonstrations
are unable to prevent viclence or to control the activities of
a@ll their supporters. They must now find some other way of
making their point, without providing occasions for viclence

and disorder.

I have conveyed to the Commissioner my full support for the
action taken by the Metropolitan Police to deal with this
disgraceful incident, and my sympathy for the police officers
who have been injured., The vicious attack on Saturday evening
had nothing to do with peaceful protest or the peaceful
furtherance of & dispute within the law. I trust that it will

be condemned unreservedly by both sides of the House.




MINISTER

David Norgrove 'phoned at midnight last night
about Wapping. He said there were between
10 and 12,000 demonstrators; 40 police were
injured, 20 of them taken to hospital but
none sericus: 10 demonstrators were injured;
48 arremsts. The crowd was beginning to

disperse at that time.

Barbara
25 January 1987




CONFIDENTIAL

Ref. AOBG6/1495

MR WICKS

‘—l':"'l"‘ﬂ' Thank you for your note of 15 May~ahout
[AG(E6) 9,
2. 'he three people mentioned in paragraph

of that report are known to the police. One of

them, Fi111 Hicks, has been charpged with a
specific act of violence at Wapping. The
eévidence about the other two is not, in the police

view, sufficient for any charge to be brought.

RtA

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

B

20 My 1950

CONFIDENTLAL







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

S5IR ROBERT ARMSTRONG

IAG{B6)9

The Prime Minister has read with interest the industrial

assessment prepared by the group of officials on Wednesday
14 May. She has asked, in connection with the statements in

paragraph 2 about the organisers of the attack on the
Wapping main gate, whether this information is being used to

bring the relevant people to court.

H L Wicks

15 May 1986
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EDDIE SHAH'S NEWSPAPER
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enhancem il e | scaling Graphi design will

1A FaE] - B ! o, wWitl I L8 1S uresE and d1lagrans

Distribution i bypass the I ancl unions altogether.

Prridntcling  wi L1 : 3Lk : 15 30 pm Lhianks Lo the: loc
based presses and copigs will bhe delivered by road

chisees each d t 1 { O newsagent s .

Borrowings of 55 thi ) raised From Friends such as

l &= Forte ; al i ; were unwilling to
because They were Drightened ?  ‘unions, but no pari
ogperation will] be vulnerable to union action. and the
hage and overheard will s=nsure Chat axi sl il|é-_ propri
-

will s unable te undercut Shah'se operati 4 yWEevar

ek Al l e i iel AT ythRer new star .-i i :||1'| LW
I

Politice will depend on Che indisvidaal & Ehe papel will not.

-
others do; declars itselr for a particular party and toe the

¥4 Y I - 1 . i
line reFgardlass. I I 3aue will | Lreated o its merlibhs.

i¥e Desn some suggestions that ! ew paper will Lbake
e
S0P line. shanh s5avs tThis will not be the case. He puts
M b

rumours down t the Fact that Johno Harrdis is on his board.

appointed Harris nobt for political reasons but hecause Harris
e
1

e of a very small handful of people who helped him duping

dispute with the uoanions at ti Stockport Messenger.,

apparently used contacts among Chief Constables to ensure

that Shah's building was ;ll'r-|:|l-.|'§1- et npdad raipst unlon mobh=a.
e
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Mikil 4 arw
ors bGnaag Joke ik

lato the big time with
the guy from the sticks

John Torode

THE. WAY Eddy Shah ‘tells
t I;hu;g:a slarted to go wrong
& print unions  ower
the snoual Christmas party.
“The Nationel Grapkicsl
Asgocintion  chapel came up
and said ihoy wanted over-
time to attend the party be-
cagse iF was -on @ day off,
They &lsa wenied | transpore.
1 thought that was a bit un-
fair because 'we were a smell
company  aod it waa cogting
g L1500 e give wway TV
Bels and lings - a8 prices—
and there they wers asking
to be paid fa come," he Eays.
Shah sbakes his head in
mock amnzement, It ioeok
about two-and-i-hal! daws of
negotistion - befors we  had
ihe perve to gay o, Aod it
was a mafor decizion Wa'd
heard  mboui tho ]'-.ILTA. and
what they could da*

Very slmilar gtories
bouand Ino the posslp shops
of | Fleet  Birecl. —- except
thist they usnaily end with a
fape'saver and a swesipner.
Eddy &hah. a provinedal pub-
ligher of freesnests and rela-
tively mew o the business of
living * wlth  some af ihe
toughest unkons in the land,
did not compromise,

* The row spilled  ower - Info
A complex - squabble - about
E::"mﬂlm&]ﬁﬁy. dnselltlamp

gue ary ' pleketing
pod the first major vest of

Conservative Incustrisl rels- |

tiona legisletion. It poded En
nightly scemes of  tolovised
rlots, arrests, legal Loycotis
and the NGA E1 million out
of pocket. It also ‘demaon-
sirated that the Government
would usa the palles power
neceianry to uphold the new
low while the TUC was a
buasted flagh  for’ thase who
wanted iodustrial sctiomn to
smash Tebhit's Law,

It wis a bloody and uwn
pleaesnt battle precigely be-
chuse It owas B test case,
Sheh's wile was damgerously
il duplng “the dlspubs, - 1é
recalls union activists with
loud hallers giving ks hn'n-a

3141 R

were horn in England, smd ba
is mefried 6 &n  English-
wamnin, Bul Bl gremd{ather's
griging were in a dsswned
brancty of the Aga Ehan's
family.

Bhzh won, and in dolng so
hetame a  hefa to hosdoeds
ol hansi .rﬂ:'ln‘ nnd enterpris-
IER small - businessmen, o
thoe Imstitete of Direclocs a1
and — il ghould be sald —
fo thoss  who degp  down

ik ath nd. i
sunboaidns, sl ‘ﬁiﬂ
Hr: ﬂ_ulﬁ{

A nlmiieme

all
hecame 1The' pan-

af unien -l.ll.l‘n'IE-‘I.E. Like =
sharacter il of & Bateman
cirtoon he I'J::-:arr!z The Man
Who Tesed Tehbit's Law,

Today he inslsts that ha
was pol oo & oreEades, He
ned  mever  thought  much
aboul uniona Just & VAEUD
feeling " like moat peaple un-
noyed by the winter of dis
caplent and the three-dsy
werk Lhal those trade union
leadnrs are welling . o whak
to d¢ again™

Far from looking to take
on the unions, Shah |nsists
that kis m'l]iunr wad in a
glite of “hblind panic® In
the early deya of the dis
pute, It was, he geys. only

Az well ag the unionas,
he resents the eivil
servants, the hanks,
the hig institutions
which don't have to
take risks

when  his  secTelary  came
acroae A lepdiet from the De-
partment of Employment =x
staicing {he new Iights Ehat
|-..~. thought - " Chelst,  that
coalld fust apply fo us.” In-
deed, it did.

The next thaptar -hag Mr
Ehab, " 1he ‘puy- from  the
slicks,” putting himssif shoot
to raigs the capital to launch
ibhie mast mmoderd Aatbosal
nEFSPARET EVEr,  Bypassing
Fiest =treet and the  estab-
fished print unicns. Tao tha
fury of those lefl wing bpd-
fes, - the fungiran - Eete
bank came up with crudal
invagtmont  and  FUATHEIREE
and, Shah “insists, “the Hud-
girrians have inored union
sells to pames]l the deak,

Shah's Mews [UTH} Ltd me-
goiiated flself one of those
controverstald iingle-union,
nealrike, pendulum  arbdira-

tion deals with the .elscteis |

ciaps® unlomg. ¢ There's na
drabt  abaut it 5 peopla . at
work do mesd & prodective
device, If thoy want one. The
EEFTU can be a tough
wnion & llm"l! BE. (0 h-hu'!
Y el Wl m but

A
Mwill be based, ton, on

to thoussmds

work out the dotails becmase
I wank sverybody to be zble
to buy in for peanuts and T
don't want them elobbersd
for tax."

Recently . tha twa  priot
unlong, the NGA aad BOGAT
B2 wrote to Ghah sceking
talks abeout recagnition,
There have been  rumou
that Shah, heviog flexed hi
muselés, 1§ naw prephted fa
it them in. He denies il

Ehlh b J!.l.'it mﬂﬂ

Tsath unbons
m
mo polnd (0 balie®, IIF-

'W?ﬂu done our deal wif
the EETPU—we've gob 'a
single unlon sgresment”.

S0GAT Bﬂ asked whethsr
that app led 7 o ' contract
iprlnurlg andd to dEstrination.
'Tﬂit reelly i3 pet up o
me", aceording to Shsh. If
Eﬂf‘r.&']‘ B2 wants fo talk tn
those who print for him
under eontract, or the B0
tiny  family concerns which
he will frapchise fs distrib-
ute foar him, then that is fing
by him. Bul, ha sdds omi-
moiagly, " IF the vunlons by o
barricade us in again, | em 1
don't think anybody s .El:-l:n:g
to want to falk to them®.

Shah may incist be 18 I!I.-I]
oruzader. Bt be 18 certalnly
Bl ducking amofher £ght,

Crasader or not, Shah doss
have 3 way of letiing his
hesrt dictate 10 his tongue,
e 13 the Arst employer o
my expetienca prepared Lo
suy openly that & split Lo Ehe
TUC is inevitable and the

sonnkr it comes the hetter. In
iz not the sort of reactien Lo
endesr him even ta modernie
uninn epinion.

Asked why he | jumped
from & emall prowineinl poand
i the Flesat Sireel big [ime,
Bhah tepds to answer that it
peemied like a good ides at
the time, or that it iz lka
climbing Everest-—you doft

Robind thst Iz a Bellcf
that *{e  spirlt ' of adven-
ture ™ has gone ont of Brit-
aip and much of the  faull
can be laid &t the union
door.’ " They don't want
poapla 6 da beiter, they just
want 1e 10 be-pgual ™

But bltternsss  Tuns
hroader, As well a5 the
unicng ‘hKe resents the eivil
servanis, the banks, the hig
:I:IJEI;II:I.IT.EI}:IJ.E 'wl:l-ch dan't
have to jaks ricks'

Mafther 15 bhe happy w'_|1_1|
the performancs’ of ' Mrs
Thapehey, "If | have ona
criticiem of this government
= &nd it Tuns desp — thay
have ot for all the thelerie,
}':Iclp:li small  buginesses.

verybady  mays Mzgpie
Thateher * gsve  Eddy Shah
tho opportunity, bul people
are gt} wrangled by red
tape, by the Inabdlity of
thass in safe secure job3 H-T

& |Hetime 1o =es that, u

iheciuse it i85 there.

_ﬂJt:.r give : the mh-n.'hﬂ.l".l

theip ance,
really secure.”

.i
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'J&m Torode

THE WaY Eddy Shah teils
it, things started te g0 wrongd
with “the print unlons over
the annual Christoss parcy

“The Mational Geaphizal
Aszspefation chapel ame up
amd aaid they wapled over-
time to attend the party be
cEuca it was on oa day oil.
They alio: wanted transporl,
1 {hioogbt that wis a bit uee
fair hecacss wea wore & gmall
campany and it was cosling
us E1,5060 — we glve gway TV
geld dnd Things 88 pPrieee—
and tleere they WeId ZELing
10 ba puid do come,'” hie sEya.

Ghab shakess his hesd i
mock  mmazement. Tt ook
about two-and-a-hall dags of
negotlation befors we  had
the nerve to sy moo And i
was B major decision, 'We'd
neacd woogii the MGA  aod
whit they could da.™

Vory similar orlis
shound in'the gosalp shaps
of Fleet  Sireal. —  excepl
that they usuelly end with a
fags’saver and & sweetomer,
Eddy ghah, & provincial pube
lgher of froeshests and rels.
tively new 10 the business of
living with = some of the
teughest unlons in the land,
did oot compromise,

The ruw  apilled ever into
&' complek  squabble  about
new techoology, closed shop
deals. - secongary - picksting
gnd the A, major test af

Conpervative "Indastrinl ‘rela-

tlons legisdation, 1 ended In
mightly s=epes of televised
rlois, arcests, legal hayeolts
and the NEA E1 milllon aul
af pockel, R, 8lso “dpmans
gtrated that the Govarnment
would use the pallce power
necessary to uphold the new
law  while  tha TUC wii @
busted flash for those wlo
wanted industrisl aetion io
amash Teohit's Law.

I woa ‘s Hloedy ead umn-
ploasant battle precisely be-
exuse it was & lesl case
Shgh's wile was dangerously
Il during | the - dispuie;  He
recalls unlen ' metivists  with
loud haileps giving hils homa
addross to the mob { Pleket
ing-a man's home kag been a
crimingl  offepee ot mero
than & esphiry.) He recoles
the“bricky through the affice
windows, He pgles with diss
teEle the paintat which 2
anions and the.  Commirist
Morning Star ‘staried to play
up ‘his Telumie name,  Selim,
Both Sheb epd, Bls fether

Wi agted TaRICY SANES

Taday he Insiets” thet™He
wis nol on & crusads, e
had - mever . thought - much
aboul unlong. Just & FAEUA
fesling " ko must SOE ZR
noyed by ‘dhe winter of dis
content and the threeday
week thal those trude unlon
leadera nre {=lling us what
o do apaint

Fer from lopking to Lake
on the unlons, Bhaty insisis
that hiz company Was 10 A
gtate of “blind panic" in
the early diys of the dis
pule, T4 was he pays, only

As well as the unions,
he resents the civil
servants, the banks,
the big institutions
which don't have to
take risks

whea his secTetary  cime
gerass & leaflet from the De.
pirtment. of Employment ex-
1eining the new rights that
‘I'-l.l.' thought .. * Christ . that
could just gpply to wa In-
dizaid, it did.

Ths mext chapler has M7
Shah,’ ®the guy from  tho
sticks” puiting himself ahout
4o ralse the copital @ laanch
ile - most  modarn I5r|.:.lI|:|I:|BJ
IEWEpRDET  @ver,  Bypessing
Fieet i':':Fl|:r-:4¢l'. snd the estab-
lished F'pr.nl: uniong. To thae
fury o
fes, - the Hungerlsm @ stale
bank came ap with eroetal
fnvestiment . andl  guariniees
and, Shab Iosists, the Huo-
parians have gnared  wnkop
calls 10 cagee]l the deal.

Shahs Mews (UK)Y Lid me-
gotisted itself ope of those
contrayersinl gingle-union,
noatrike, pendulum  Arhitres

ST deals” with the electms

cians' union. * There's Do
doubt  abput It peopls &L
work do need & profective
device, If ihey want oné, The
EEPTU can bha & tough
unlan and T'm polii. to :I'Ii-\':

he beaed, tos, &n
idea. of the ‘single

A
“hah's |
status eampany, Hes has' pri-
vite  medigsl insuranee So

will &ll employees. - Uniil
recenfly he did pet have @
cuUmpdaly peosian becasse 05
coutd not ke extonded o
evervone on tho hooks 1o
intends to lnirodece ® o prafe
|L&relalad ENAME ppucn
pehome, “ It fakisg tlme tg

noea left wing bod-

| The TIve
meii chance,

T lwn

HERgg woelhz
fhotl * & ’ 'm“'gnnh_'ni
printing and to distribaticn.
EiPhat reslly i@ pot ap ‘|1-:|
me”, according to Shah. 1f
SOGAT 82 wants to talk io
thoss whe prlat’ for  Lina
under contracs, or {ha 2
tiny  family  concerns which
he will framchise to disiris-
uie for him, then thal s hoo
by klm. But, he adds aemi
nousty, ® If the unions T Ll
parricade us In again, then I
don't think anybedy 1 going
to wani to talk to them®, Mr
Shah miy inslst he 14 8o
crusader. But he |5 cartainly
not ducking analber Gght.

Crusader oF not, Shah doss
have 8 way of lettiog LS
hoart diciate 1o his tongue.
He s the firat empleyer in
my. ExpeTiente ]:'r;far_-:ﬂ to
exy openly that & aplit i £he
TUS i3 ipevitable and. the
soomer it comes the Beiter. It
is not the sort of resction lo
endear him even to moderate
urnion aplnlon.

A why he jumped
from a amall provincial pond
to the Fleet Sireet big tme,
Shah tends to answer that it
seaped Lke 3 good idea at
the fima, or that it is ke
climblng Everest — you dodl

(ecause it 18 thare,

Rehind ‘that is & Dbellsf
thet *the spirit of adven-
fura ™ has gone oul of Brit-
epin and wmuch of the  faull
can be laid @i the union
door,’ ®They dan't wirk
people to do betler, they just
wani le to ko spual"

But a - blttermesz  TURE
broadar. A8 well a8 e
unloni he resents ‘the eyl
servanta, the banks, the bl
institettons " which  don't
heve 16 1ake risks.'

Nekther 18 he happy wiih
the performanee’ of " Mrs
Thateher- "If 1 hewe  ong
criticism of this government
— and 1f Tuns deep’ — thoy
have naot, for afl tha rheforie,
helped ° small - businesies,
Everybody  says Maggia
Thatcher  gave Eddy  Shah
ths opporfumily. but peaple
are still, strangled by -red
tape; - by the  Inebdlity  od
those in safe securs jobs for
& lifetme to ses that, unless
the risk-takers
mothing s
really pecure,”

And- that, says Shab, 15
why his editor, Brisn Kac-
Arthur, has been given only
ingtructions: = To sup
part our democratio  gyEtlem
amd all the freedoms il es
tails, and to reflect whal o
dinary peopla fesl 38 that
thoy epan Intuence WH.PQEHEJ-
clens and fha big boys
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® The Newspaper Publishers Association Ltd.

6. BOUVERIE STREET. LONDON EC4Y 8AY

From the Chairman The Ft. Hon The Lord Marsh TELEFHONE - 01 -BE3 8153

I. Murray Esg., Tth September 1984
Press Office

10 Downing Street
Westminster, S5.W.1

Dear Mr. Murray,

Herewith & copy of the Obszerver letter, which is self-
explanatory.

Despite the decision of the Observer, a special meeting
of the N.F.A, Council sgreed this morning to continue with
the action against the National Graphical Asscciation without
the Observer.

Yours sindere

Admcecistad Ravapicen Group Umiied  Express Meespapers Limites  hesws inemuationsl Limned T Dadly Telsgraph | imiesd
Tha Obssresd Linised  The Finsnclal Times Limited  The Gusrdies snd Muschesnsr Evening Wiws Lisited  Tha Moming Ak rissr
T Hwasapsn Umisd  Miror Group Mewspagsen Lisied
Raginesd o BB Ergland




THE OBSERVER

REGISTEREL-OFRICE BST ANDAEAS HiLL [ Ondl0n ECAV EIA TELEPHOME.Ln- 236 0200
TELEGRAMS OESERVER | OnDON ECE TELEY BERGET
THE OE5ERVER IWITED REGISTERED NUMBER 146482 ENGLANKD

FROK THE JOINT ManNaGING DIRECTOR

5 SBeptember, 1884

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Marsh,
Newspaper Publishers Associstion Ltd.,
& Bouverie Street,

London, E.C.4.

do D

re:; Legal Action against N.G.A.

The management of The Obserwver has given full

re-consideration toc the pending legal action by the members
of the NPA for substantial damages ageinst the National
Graphicel Association. We hawve decided that in the interest
of gobd industrisal relations in the national newspaper
indugstry it would not be beneficial to proceed with the
action. The Cbeerver has, therefore, decided to withdraw.

I am gending & copy of this letter to Mr Wade at the
N.G.A. for their information.

Tours sincerely,

- dous -

Boger Harrison
Joint Managing Director.

DIRECTORS R AW ROWLAND ICHAIRIAR | BOBERT [ AMDEREDN WICE S AsmAN ) (U4
WILLUAM CUARK . BIR GECERREY CON sk CEZWFOAD KENGETH =A38 (5 BOGER HARSSO
EAR DAVID HLINT SR DEREK RETCHEL L DA ROSEMERY MUBRAY BRIAN MISHDLEON Wl DIEAAR pIELSERN (LISA
TEOEY AOEE0N LORADSHAWEADES FRANS STANTO AUES | &= BOEENT T2V 0% DONELD TR (CSRA [ OA0 WHDLESHA
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EXTRACT FROM A SPEECH BY THE RT HON LEON BRITTAN, QC., MP., HOME SECRETARY,

TO 4 MEETING OF BUSINESSMEN AT POTTO HALL, POTTO, NORTHALLERTON, ON FRIDAY,
16 DECEMBER 1983

RELEASE TIME: 8 P.M., FRIDAY, 16 DECEMEER 1983

ENDING THE CLOSED SHOP

We must all wermly welcome the way in which the TUS has refused to gupport
unlawful action by member unicns. In a lawless state there would be no
trade uniora. S0 no-one has more to lose than trade unionists if the rule

of law ultimately doe= not prevail.

But the Warrington dispute arcse about socmething other than the rule of law
and something which should equally precccupy responsible trade unfonists:

the cloaed shop., I do not today intend to comment on the details of what is
disputad between Mr Shah anc the NGA. But there are important lesacna mbout

what i3 at stake there which sll concerned should reflect upon.

For the closed shop i=s itsell, however enforced, a Flagrant and Dundamental
denial of indlvidual Iiberties. Our employment legislation has rightly been

aimed at curbing the worat abuses which the closed shop brings with it. But
while trade unionists go on believing that they can rightfully insist on the
unionisation of their fellow workers this issue will sontinue to poison
industrial relations. No-one should have any doubt that, however temporarily
camfortable for those who benefit for their enforcement. the suppression of
intividual workers' rights which closed shop agreements involve is not anly
morally wrong but deeply damaging to the econcmy end jobs.

wherever the closed shep has Flourished over the years it has killed existing
Jobs and aborted new onea. It is no coincidence that the most heavily

unicnised sectors of our economy, and particularly those where the closed shop
prevalls, are generally sectors where old jobs have died and new ones are not
coming into existence. The printing industry is a classie and topicel example,

The closed shop is seen by the unisns which enforce it as a means of foreing
up their mesbers' wages and determining their conditions of employment at the
expense of profits. But it is no less at the expense of jobs., By reatricting
the supply of available labour, they try like any monopoly would, to raise

its price. Yet becausenot even a Governmen: which abdicated all financial




discipline could finance ever higher wage inflation imdefinitely, the cost

af higher real wages unmatched by higher profits and producClivity must in

the end be fewer jobs. Those who use the closed shop to impase thell own
price on their own labour do sc at the expense of the profits needed for
tomoreow's investmant and tomorrow's jobs. And they do 3o, too, at the
expensze of all those who might otherwise be emploved if the rigid wage
structures and -restrictive practices winich such undone enforce did not apply.

That iz why there fs nothing fraternal in the closed sheop,

But the slosed shop 12 not only wrong and selfish - it is alao foolish, not
least for those within it. Por, lixe syeapy rigid menopoly, 1t contalns the
zeeds of 1ts own destruction. [mmunity from the forces of competition
within the labour market, as within any othet market, can only be secured
temporarily and at an ever increasing and ultimately intolerable cost.

Chanege there has to be, unless whole induslries are Lo die. fd 1P and when
tkey do the final cost of the closed shop i3 economically and soclially
di=sastrous.

It is all foo easy Lo see how Lhose who have Few qualms sbout infringing Che
rights of their fellow workers within a firm, should have even less about
Eoying. through blacking or other Kinds of accondary action to enforce their
will &t the expense of Gthousands of workers cutside 1t. Our Emplovment Acts
have provided recourse bo the courts against those who behave In that way.

But it is only when the members and leasders of every trade union recognise

that the clozed shop itzelfl stands in the way of freedom and of jobs that we

shall see and end of iL. Thiz iz the lesson from Werrington which every

responsible trade unionist should lesrn and remember.
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The Prime Minister will be aware of the leak to the Guardian
{30 November) of Mr Quinlan's note of a conversation which he had
with S5ir John ﬂcnﬂm-]‘r‘.he Master af the Rolls, hefore he
(Mr Quinlan) took up his appointment as Perminent sectretary to
the Department of Employment. The Lerd Chancellor sent the

Prime Minister a8 copy of his letter of 30 November to the Foreign
—

and Commonwealth Secretary about this.
—

2. The Prime Minister will wish to know that the civil servant

who leaked the note has been identified and interviewed, has
—— e e S

confessed that he sent the document to Time OQut, and has been

dismissed.
————
2. ¥ No steps have been taken to publicise this dismissal. If,

however, the press find out about it and seek confirmation, that

confirmation will be given.

4. I am sending copies of this minute to the Private Secretaries
to the Lord Chancellor and the Foreign and Commonwealth }

secretary.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

153 DNacemher 1983
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Andrew Turnbull Eag

Private Secretary

10 Downing Street

LONDON SW1 ™ pecember 1983
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STOCKPORT MESSENGER DISPUTE
This note records the latest developments in the dlspute.

The negotiations between Mr Shah of the Stockport Mesaenger
Group of Newspapers and the NGA, which have been taking place
singe Monday under ACAS Chairmanship, broke down without
agreement in the early hours of this morning (Friday). The
sticking point was the NGA demand for a peost entry closed
shop, which Mr Shah refused to concede.

On the issue of the six dismissed strikers at the Stockport
plant there was the prospect of an agreed solution on the
basis that the Stockport plant passed out of Mr Shah's
ownershnip either by being sold off or by being turned into a
co-gperative. However, the NGA were unwilling Lo reach
agreement on this lssue unless Mr Shah also agreed to a closed
shop at Warrington and Bury.

Following the breakdown of negotlations, the contempt
proceedings in the High Court in Manchester, which were

ad journed last Friday at the regueat of both Mr Shah and the
NGA, were resumed this morning. The Court fined the NGA a
total of £525,000 (£150,000 for the unlawful pleketing which
cecurrad batween 22 and 24 Novembaer and £375,000 for the
unlawful picketing between 29 November and 1 December,
including the night of violence of 29/30 November). This
brings the total fines to E675,000 since the dispute began.

Because all the unien's funds have been sequestrated the fines
can be (and have been) extracted without the possibility of
union obstruction. At thiz morning's hearing the Court
ordered the NGA, at the sequeatrators' request, not to move
any money into or out of the NGA account with the Bank of
Ireland in Dublin. The High Court is to deal next Wednesday
with the union's request that a limit be put on the extent of




the funds which are sequestrated (so as to allow the union to
meet 1ts commitments to pay salaries ete) and also with
various reguests from the Saquestrators for orders to compel
the NGA to reveal the whereabouts of share certificates and
property deeds,

The National Council of the NGA is meeting tomorrow. The
General Secretary has threatenesd that the Council may well
decide to extend industrial action lneluding poasibly to Fleet
Jtreet and provincial newspapera. oSuch acstion, or any further
picketing at Warrington, would be unlawful.

My Secretary of State does not propose to comment on these
developments this weekend. There is no prospect of an early
return to negotiations between Mr Shah and the NGA. It iz now
for the NGA to decide what course it should adopt in the light
of its failure to secure an agresment with Mr Shah and of the
injunctions whioch lie against it both at Warrington and in
Fleet Streat,

I am copying thia letter to the private secretaries to all
Cabinet Membera.

Ltp-uv-ﬂ d-.;u.adijj

L
Defen
J B SHAW
Principal Private

dJecretary
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Over a period of some ten years Mr, "Eddie! Shah has boilt wp a small
emplre of five free newspapers in the North West., Hls papers have a
total clrculation of some 7 million and hds anmial fturnover is around
£5 m per year.

In 1980 he opened his own typesetting company in Stockport, for which

he employed 2 members of the National Graphical Association and signed

a closed shop agreement. Total hours per week amounted to 37%, but
included one arducus shift of 15 hours; the pay took account of this,
In 1982 3 revised agreement was negotiated with the NGA Chapel, who

led Mr. Shah to understand that the NGA branch would simply rubber-stamp
the agreement,

Mr. Shah now started up a newspaper and typesetting company in Bury,
in connection with which he zsisned a provisional closed shop agreement
with the ¥NGA, Although the hours at Bury were less arducus than at
stockport, the NGA now inzslisted that the Bury employees should be

paid the same rate as the people at Stoclport, and disowned the wages
agreement reached with the Stockport Chapel.

In Mr, Shah's own wordzs Vit was the first time I had seen the union
behave like that; I was very frightened', and he ™voked the closed
shop agreement at his Bury works "solely as a defensive move! (Sunday
Times, 4th December 1083),

Relations went from bad to worse, and, expecting a strike to be called
at any moment; Mr., Shah started trainping his non-union typists to
gperate tyvpesetting equipment: 'as negotiations dragged on and the
NGA kept threatening to close us down, we decided we had to protect
ourselves. We wanted to be in a position where we could produce

pur newspapers if the NGA threatened a stoppage! (ibid.).

At this stage Mr, Shah set up a printing works at Warrington - the
scene of recent mass picketing., He (allegedly) intended to work

with the ¥GA at Warrington, but changed his mind when it became clear
that he would have to employ 15 men to do the work of six, It was
apparent that '"bleoated manning levels, an NGA monopoly of the type-
setting keyboard, union control of who he employs and the technology
he uses - the litany of Fleet Street's absurd practices - were being
wished on him' (ibdd.). He therefore decided to employ non-union
staff at both Bary and Warrington, but granted the NGA access to his
employees for the purpoze of discussing the question of a elosed shop,

Finally, in June 1983, a secret ballot was held among Mr, Shah's

staff to determine their views, The rejection of a closed shop

was unanimous. In the recollection of employees, 'the staff werenlt
interested in joining the union because we work for such a good
company', and the NGA 'kept talking about democracy, but all it seemed
to mean was that we wo uld be fined if we broke their rules! (ibid,.).

At the beginning of July the NGA reszponded to its failure to win over
the workforce by ordering its eight members at Stockport to withdraw
their labour, Initially all eight came out on strike; the 'Stockport
SEix' who remained out were sacked after three weeks by Mr, 3hah,




&

issue of the closed shop is particularly important to the NGA
its defence against the advance of new technology:

it Fears that without stronz union organiszation it will be

wiped out by new technology ... there are three main areas
where the union's traditionmal role is threatened, First and most
dramatically, direct imput by journalists and tele-ad personnel
on national and provincial papers could simply bypass thousands
of NGA jobs,

Second, new technology has led already to the growth of an
alternative printing industry of instant print shops and in-plant
printing operations in local government, banks, insurance companies,

Third, the computer typesetting systems now common throughout
the industry make the long craft apprenticeships for typesetting
oonecessary.

The latter point is well illustrated by the Stockport Messenger,
The company has orthodox computer typesetting eguipment which
is now being operated by four young women and one man straight
put of secretarial collepge.

Mr, Steve Hart, a Messenger director, said they achieved a competent
level of skill after just two weelks, The standard NG\ apprenticeship
is four years and during much of that time the apprentice is only
semi-productive! (Financial Times, 5th December 10H3).

The closed shop is considered vital in giving the NGA complete control
over manning levels, the union rule number 43 specifically lays down
that '"a member shall not perform any work that has either been

received from.or is going to an unrecognised officel, As Section 14

of the 1922 Employment Act removes imminity from being sued Trom

anyone who organises industrial action on the grounds that work has been
'gr is likely to be done by non-union members' or that the supplier
'does not recognise, negotiate or conmult with trade unions or
officials', a collision between the NGA and the law over the Stockport
Messenger Group of newspapers was wvirtually inevitable.

It is inconvenient to the NGA that "™Mr, Shah does not fit the
Dickensian identikic employer, He pays decent wages, provides good
conditions and has created 120 jobs from scratch in a part of Britain
where the dole.queues are among the longest' (Sunday Times, 4th
December 1983), He also runs 3 profit-sharing scheme for his
employees, To the NGA all this smacks of paternalism and can only
undermine the union's status among the workforce.

The NGATs next ‘move was to persuade the NUJ to instruct its members
to refuse to handle copy processed by non-NGA labour,

Mr, "Eddie' Shah, owner of the Stoclkport Messenger Group, was granted
an interim injunction by the Hgh Court in Manchester against this
gecondary action. Although the injunction was ignored by the NUJ,
Mr., Shah persuaded journalists to cross the plcket lines; and work

at the Stockport Messenger continued,

The NGA then attempted to persuade suppliers and advertisers to
baycott the Stockport Messenger Group of newspapers.
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Friday, October 1ldth, Manchester High Court granted two injunctions
to Mr. 3hah ordering the NGA to cease interfering with the SMG!'s
tusiness, in accordance with the terms of the 1930 gnd 1932 Employment
ACTS.

Thursday; November 17th, Manchester High Court ordered the NGA to
pay a fine of £50,000 for its failure to comply with the injunctions
of October l4th.

Pussday, Novembar 22nd, The NGA executive decided not to pay: -the fiae,

Friday, November 25th, The High Court in Manchester ordered the
seimre of the NGA's assets in order to meet the original £350,000 fine,
and a further £100,000 fine imposed now for contempt of court in
refusing to pay the £50,000 fine.

At the Court of Appeal in London later that day, the Master of the
Rolls (Sir John Donaldson) refused the union's applicvation for a stay
of the High Court order when the NGA declined to give undertalkings
that:
{a) it would pay the two fines if they were upheld at a
Further appeal hearing: and

{(b) the union would not dissipate its assets before the appeal was
heard,

The Court took steps to confiscate £150,000 of the union's funds,
plus an additionmal £25,000 to cover-its costs, This has been achieved.

Sequestration of the NGA's total assets was suspended pending the
expected appeal on Wednesday 30th,

Fleet Street members of the 3G wallked out in response to these two
rulings, stopping production of national newspapers for two days,

Sunday, November 27th, All national daily and Sunday newspapers
issued writs for damages against the NGA for the loss of their
Saturday and Sunday editions, The total revemle loss caused by
the weekend's disruption has been put at £10m.

NGA printers employed by the Daily Express, Daily Mirror, Daily Star,
The Sun, The Times and the Sporting Life were dismissed for breaching
their contracts of employment and subsequently failing to give
assurances of normal working,

Monday, November 22th. Fleet Street members of the Newspapar
Publishers Assgciation were unable to mention their unity. After an
acrimonious NPA session, several of the major newspapers decided to
withdraw the notices of dismissal issued by KGA staff.

Tuesda v, November 29th Tha TUCY's Employment Policy and Organisation
ommittee met to determine its position on the escalation of the NGA
dispute, The Committee affirmed its opposition to the Employvment

legiszlation enacted by this Government and lent its support to the

NGA short of condoning the breaking of the law.

Heavy and sometimes violent picketing invelving 4,000 people tool
place oputside the Stockport Messenger's Warrington plant . 72 people
were arrested, nine of whom were printers. Work at the Stockport
Messenger was not halted,




Friday, December Ind. Further contempt proceedings, brought

against the NGA by Mr. Shah were suspended for one week when the NGATs
application for an adjournment was backed by a promi 2e to ceasc
unlawful picketing at the Messenger's Warrington printing works for

a week. On this basis, the adjournment was not opposed by Mr. 3Shah,
and the way was thus cpened for negotiations through ACAS. Mr, Shah
had previously refused to negotiate with the NGA while under the
Tduress! of illegal secondary picketing,.

Talks will cover the issue of the closed shop and the relinstatement
of the "Stoeckport Six!', Several ideas are likely to be proposed
to enable the Six to be re-=employed without the Company having to
accept the closed shop.

Monday. jth December., Twelve Fleet Street daily and Sunday papers
fssued writs, each tor £250,000 against the NGA Cor losses caused
by the two-day stoppage on November 26727,

Friday, 9th December. Twa allegations of contempt are to be heard
at the adjourned Court proceedings, both refer to the illegal
picketings of the Warrington works,

G8/JLS
3th December 1083
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MR TURNBULL

As [ told you on the telephone, | was contacted earlier in

the evening by Mr Robert Maxwell (im S5ir Robert Armstrong's

absence abroad) about the Messenger dispute.

FA7 Mr Maxwell first established his eredentials as the 'largest
emplover in the industry' with 'l.’!II][III nrinters and who had
succeeded in persuading their union (SOGAT) to accept the
Government's legislation after a costly industrial dispute. He
was, however, concerned at the way the Messenger dispute was
developing.

i Mr Maxwell said that he had recently spoken to Mr Shah,

Mr Coldsmith of the Institute of Directors, and Mr Dubbins of

- F____
the NGA. It was clear that Mr Shah would never dgree to a closed

# ] e [ - I ¥
shop and also that he intended to go ahead with his court actipn.

In the latter event, the NGA would call an indefinite mational

strike and had alre¢ady made the necessary preliminary arrangements

to do so. This would cause severe, perhaps irreparable, damape
# - - - . .

to the printing industry: major customers were already layving

plans to transfer work abroad and it would be difficult to win

such work back after a strike, some at least would be lost for good.

4

' 51 While Mr Maxwell fully endorsed the need for the Covernment's

legi=slation to be obeved, he was worried that there was a danger

that the dispute was being seen by some (he implied that he
included Mr Shah) as an opportunity 'to smash the NGA' which would
also 'smash the industry'. He felt that the NGA could be brought
to accept the legislation without such an extreme confrontation
and urged the need for arbitration. He said that Mr Goldsmith

had said that the Institute of Directors would be waTTEE—;E_.
co-operate iIn such an exercise. Mr Shah was '"thinking about it'.

o Mr Maxwell concluded by saying that he understood and agreed
with the Prime Minister's statement that the Government was not

involved 1n the dispute but he wanted the Government to be aware

CONFIDENTIAL
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that the printing industry was incapable of withstanding even a

short national strike and to impress his view that arbitratlion
could bring the NGA (like SOGAT) to obey the law without such

disastrous consequences.

B, Mr Maxwell subsegquently phoned to say that Mr Shah had

rejected the offer of talks at the Institute of DirTectors and

willd hreak off discussions at ACAS if the NGA again suggested
4 post-entry claosed shcp.__THTE-;EE likely to happen later thils
evening, leading to the strike and consequences he had already
described. He added that he had also been told that a 'mini-TUC!

o ———
had been formed to back the NGA 'through thick and thin'.

o,

R P HATFIELD

£ December 1983
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PRIME MINISTER

STOCKPORT MESSENGER DISPUTE

A 1 have ta sttend the Social Affairs Council and Wwill bBe
unable to-attend Cabinet 1 am writing to advise you of the
current situation in the talks on the Stockport Messenger

dispute.

e After two full days of discussions at ACAS, the Messenger

Group and the HGA remain far from agreement. The discussions
= 2.

were adjourned Last night and resume in Manchester at 5pm today.

It is possible that they will continue tomOrrowWw.

3 The Group has made two suggestions for the employment of
thee & NGA members who HEFE-E?ENiEEEﬂ, either by helping to
gstablish a workers' co-operative or by selling the Stockport
company with the condition that the 6 are employed by the new
awner. [ understand that approaches have been made by possible
purchasers. The NGA has not rejected these poassibilities but
m to find efither acceptable. Its priority has become to

secure agreement on Tuture arrangements for recqghitiﬁﬂ.

i

- -
[ As for the original igzue in theﬂdispute, the Group 75 now
adamant that its offer of 20 November tk concede a modi fied

o o T — L 4
post—-entry closed shop (with full protection for existing

| e

employees) at the Bury and Warrington plants mﬂﬁ_hggﬂ_gixhﬁraun,

although it is prepared to afford the NGA individual represent-

ational riHhcs for any of the Group's employees who remain in
——

membership and, possiblyy~to discuss terms and conditions of

emplovment. ACAS has ensured that Mr Shah fully appreciates
that the parlier offer could have put the Group at risk to future
claims of unfair dicaiszal if new recruits subseguently Left the

LT .
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5 It 15 clear that the MGA wants to continue the discussions
so Long as there remains any possibility at all of agreement and,
in the event that does net prove possible, no doubt sees advantage
in nevertheless demonstrating its readiness to seek an end to the
dispute through conciliation. The HGA Council 73 to meet - an
Friday to determine its position. The lLikelihood is that it will
be Taced with @ choice of three broad courses of action. First,
it may yet find it possible to accept the Group's proposals.
Secondly, it may comclude that agreement i% not possible on one

or both issues and formally remain in dispute Without again taking
fndustrial action. Thirdlv. there is the possibility that it will
decide to reimpose and exisnd industrial action and there are those
in thea un{EF_EFE elzevhere ready to advocate this course. My own
judgement 45 that the reimposition of unlawful mass picketing 1s
unlikely, but there 98 talk about action to halt the production
of all national @nd provincial newspapers. This would of course,
g0 far as Fleet Street i3 concerned, be in breach of injunctions
already obtained. The publishers might also be expected to make

further claims for damages.

& Also on Friday, the High Court will hear t#e further contempt
proceedings adjourned from 2 December. ACAS has made it very clear
te the GBroup and the NGA that it will not in any way become

involved in any guestion relating to legal proceedings.

T I am sure that for the present it is right for colleagues

to continue to seek to avoid commenting on the specific issues

of detail of this disputer WMTIS: continu¥ng = as appropriate -
to denounce unlawful picketing and any breach of the Law. 1

- T e s e T R e S S s I — b~
will continue to keep colleagues informed but do not judge that

there will be any major development before Friday. &

8 I am copying this minute te all members of Cabinet and to

E1r Robert Armstrong.

(Approved by Secretary of State
and signed in his absence)

?LD-LM (143




HOTE FOR THE RECORD

The Home Office provided me with the following advice
on the way in which union officials could find themselves
being charged under the criminal law for offences in relation
to picketing (as opposed to individuals who are arrested by
the police during the course of the picket). They warned
that this is a particularly sensitive area.

Incitement to commit & criminal offence is itself a criminal
offence. Incitement to commit a summary offence is punishable
by the zame penalties as the summary coffence itself and incitement
to commit a&n incitement offence is a common law misdemeanour,
where punishment is "at larpge™ i.e. at the discretion of the
Judge.

There 1s a precedent dating from 1964 of someone called

Clark who was convieted for whipping up pecple to demonstrate

outside Claridges. Though the conviction was guashed an =
technieality this does net invalidate the precedent.

The Home Office advised that in bringing charges. the police
would first have to establish a reasonable standard of evidence
which is not easily achieved. More abuse against the police
would probably be unsufficlent. If the Chief Constable obtained
such evidence he would almost certainly put it to the DPP who
would apply two tests. First, is the evidence sufficient that
there is a good chance of conviction? Secondly, is prosscution
in the public interest? In a case of this kind the DPP would
almost certainly consult the Attorney General.

2 December 1283
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Andrew Turnbull Esaqg

Frivate Secretary

10 Downing Street
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STOCKPORT MESSENGER DISPUTE

In Manchester this morning, the High Court adjourned the
hearing of further contempi proceedings for a week at the
request of both the Mezsanger Group and the HGA in return
an undertking that the NGA would suspend its unlawful
picketing for the same pericd. Both sides have agreed to
to resume negotiations under the ausapices of ACAS at nocn
Monday. My Becretary of State iz making the attached
atatement this mornlng.

In view of these developments my Secretary of State has asked
that his colleagues should Ery to avocid being drawpn into
commenting on the dispute other than in the sort of terms used
in the attached statement. My Secretary of State is
particularly concerned that no statements should be made which
might expose the Government to the criticism that 1t was
prejudicing the resumed negotiationa.

1l am copying this to the Private Secretaries of all members of
Cablpet.

St ey

-‘_z;amfnr S/LVL-*

J B SHAW
Principal Private
Secratary
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similar situation in the futur
counter-prodaciive and damagirig

ST

been not only to the chances of endin

the whole credibility and standing of the Trade Union movement

it=ell.

I understand that now tfthat Ehe picketing bhas been litted it
hoped that discussions will be resumed on Monday in London

under the chalrmanship of ACAS.

There are long established means for the peaceful resolution

of disputes in this country. The eventa of Tuesday and

Waednesday night have no part in them whatsoever. The
proposals now o return bto orderly disfugslon are The rignt

way to go.
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uEEn
that the coun Fas gn on telsvisia
fortnight have contributed precisely nothing the solution
of what is in any case a complicated and difriculE dispute. 1
hope that ocut of the events of Tuesds 5rd s day aib least
one good thing may flow. That is that anyone concerned ln any
mimilar situation in the future will not forget how totally
counter-productive and damaging this illegal pickeltling nas
been not only te the chances of ending a dispute but slso to
the whole credibility and stending of Lhe Trade Unlion movement
itselfl.

I understand that now that the picketing has been lifted it is
hoped that discussions will be resumed on Monday in London

under the chairmanship of ACAS.

There are long established means for the peaceful resolutbtlon
of disputes in this country.| The events of Tuesday and
Wednesday night hsve no pert in them whatscever. The

proposals now to return to orderly diseussion are the right

way ko EC,
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URGENT

NGA HAS AGREED TO SEVEN-DAY SUSPENSION OF WARRINGTON PICKETING
FOR TALKS AT ACAS TD TRKE PLACE.

#i2016 DEC 83
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Stockport Messze

Rt Hon John 3Smith to ask the Secretary of State for Emplovment

Lo make & statement on the NGA Dispute

Before reporting on the current situation of the diaspute
between the Stockport Messenger Group and the National
Graphical Asscciation about the establishment of clbsed shap
arrangements at the firm's subsidiaries at Warrington & Bury,
I should advise the House of the further developments that
nave occocurred since 1 spoke in the House last Wedneaday in the
connecition with the High Court actions. The Court on Friday
imposed a further L£100,000 fine, following the failure of the
National Graphical Association te pay the fine of £50,000
previocusly lmposed and to obey the injunction to refralin from

erganising unlawful industrial action.

The Court also ordered the sequestration of the unions!
assets. On the same day thea NGA appealed to the Court of
Appeal for a stay of the High Court's orders, pending a
substantive appeal againat the orders which is due to be heard

tomorrou .

I understand that the Court of Appeal asked the union for an

undertaking that it would pay the fines. No such undertaking




waa glven and the Court of Appeal accordingly refused Lo stay

& @ :ic crders of the High Court, but did limit the sequestration

ko £175,000. I understand the Commissioners have now secured

Lhia amount.

I also advised the House last Wednesday that the Advisory,
concgiliation Arbltration Service was seeking Lo arrange =
further meeting between the parties to resolve the dispute.
Following certaln preliminary discussions over successive days
a meabing took place between the parties under the
Chalrmanship of ACAS on Sunday in Mancheater, and a further

one yesterday. Regrettably agreemenl did nol prove possible.

Nevertheless, ACAS continued until late last night and agailn
thiz morning to explors whether an ascceptable basis could be

Found for a Turther meetling today.

The NCA made c¢lear that they were willing to travel to
Manchester for a meating with Mr S3hah and his fellow
directora. Mr Shah confirmed his willingness to attend
provided he could have asaurance that the mass plckebing
proposed for Warrington this evening did not occecur. The NGA
were not aﬁle to give such an aasurance; and Mr shah therefore
it necessary to remain with his workforce at Warrington.
[ much regret therefore that it now seems clear that it will
not be poasible for a meeting to take place today. This is
particulaply regrettable, az 1t iz clear that the earliest way
Lo this dispubte would be LF agreement could be reached at a
meeting of the partlies. I conflirm ACAS will contlnue the
efforta that they have been making throughout the dispute to
Find an agreed solution, but it is clearly not helped by the

further threats of maas pickekbing which have been made.
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""HOME SECRETARY'S STATEMENT: 30 NOVEMBER 1983
WARRINGTON (PUBLIC DISORDER)

With permission, Mr Speaker, I should like to make o
stotement about the picketing outside the premises of
the Messenger Group of Newspopers in Warrington, last
night and In the early hours of thls morning,

I understand from the Chief Constable of Cheshire that
between 9 p.m, and 11 p.m. last night the number of
pickets incregsed ropidly from 500 to about 4,000
people. Thelir purpose wos clear, It wos not to
communicate information, It was not persuasion, It
wos not even demonstrotion. It wgs to prevent by
physical force ond weight of numbers newspapers being
token out of the premises,

Many of the pickets had travelled from for aofield; many
came prepared for, and used, violence ogainst the police.
A number were armed with offensive wegpons, such as 1ron
bars.

At the helght of the operotion, the Chief Constable deployed
over twelve hundred men, from his own force and those of
Greater Manchester, Merseyside, and Lancashire,

As a result the vehicle carrying the newspapers was able to
leave the premises ot the time planned at 5 a.m. this '
morning and did so, The pickets began to disperse from
obout 6 a.m,




During the course of the disturbonces, police officers
were ottocked and missiles were thrown at them.

Twenty three officers were injured ond three hove been
detained in hospital. 1 om glod to inform the House
thot ot present none appears to have been serlously
injured, Thirteen pickets are recorded as having been
injured, one qf whom remains in hospital. Agaln I
understand his condition Is not serlous.

A total of 93 people were arrested for a range of public
order offences and offences of ossoult and obstruction,

I have conveyed to the Chlef Constable my great appreclation
of the police operation, and the way in which his officers
ond those of the other forces deolt with on lmmensely
difficult situation., It 1s @ greot tribute to them thot
the lawful right to move the newspapers was upheld. I

hove asked thot my concern and sympathy should be possed

on to the injured officers, as 1 did in the case of those
who incurred Injuries lost week.

I understaond thot the number of pickets has now declined to
gbout 150. But there are threats that lorge numbers will
try tonight to repeat the events of lost night.ond this
morning.




The Chief Constable hos responsibility for maintaining

the rule of low ond devising and executing the appropriacte
plons for doing so, I have mode 1t crystol clear to him
thot If there Is ony ossistance he requires from me, it
will be reodily avollable, and he will have my complete
support for the exercise of his very considerable powers
to the full extent thot is required to deal with the
situation,

Mr Specker, there 1s and con be no excuse for violence
and the attempt by Intimidoting welght of numbers to
negate the lawful rights of other people.  Irrespective
of the merits of the industriol dispute, what has
happened here amounts to breaches of whot has always

been the criminal law, The ploce and pretext for 1ts
breoch mokes no difference whatsoever. Violence ot the
picket 1ine 1s as Indefensible as violence ot a football
match or anywhere else,

Action of the kind we sow last night connot and will not be
toleroted., I hope that the House os o whole will Join me
In condemning what occurred, and the mass picketing which
was 1ts couse, and glving every support to the police In
preventing or dealing with o recurrence.




PRIME MINISTER

HOME SECRETARY'S STATEMENT

Attached is a copy of the Statement made by the Home Secretary

n
today. This proved to be & SLOTIY acceasion and one which the

Opposition found deeply embarrassing. Mr, Kaufman from the front
bench deplored viclence in peneral terms but implied that the
police had used vinlence and was taken to task by Dawvid Steel who
said that general prondemnations of violence werc not gufficient;

a specific denunclation of the NGA's incitement to violence wWas
necessary. Government backbenchers supported the Home Secretary's
Statement entirely and repeatedly invited Mr. Kinnock to condemn

the violence on the picket line.

The difficulties of the Upposition wWere incereased further by
the fact that the only gquestioners on their gide were from the left
whose principle theme was a charge of police brutality. They alleged
in particular that the police had destroyed the NGA's comminications
van which they piously clalmed was being used to maintaln order
amongst the pickets, We are obtaining the facts on this polnt.
The only point on which the Government was seriously vulnerable was
the report in today's Guardian of conversations between Michael
Quinlan and Sir John Donaldson, The problem is not so much political
allepations against S8ir John as the comment recorded in Quinlan's
leaked note of the meeting to the effect that Sir John felt that the
employment legislation was biased against trade unions. I1f Mr, Kinnock
feels that hehas to lead on the NGA dispute TomOrrow, he may choose

thig rather narrow point.

30 November 1883




National Graphical Association
(Dvispute)

331 pm

The Sceretary of State for the Home Department
(Mr. Leon Brittam); With permission, Mr. Speakes, |
shanild like to makea stpement nbont the picketing cutiide
the premises of the Messenper group of newspapers in
Warrington last night and in the early hours of this
MOETEING,

I understand from (he chicf constable of Cheshire Bt
between 9 pm oand 11 pm last night te sumber of pickets
increased rapidly from 5000w about 4,000 people. Their
purpoess wis clear, [rwas nol 1o communicate information
It was oot perscasion. U was mod éven demonsmation. Ji
wos o prevent, by physical force and weight of marmbers,
newspapcrs Belng raken oul of the premiszes. Many of the
pickets had travelled from far afield; many came prépared
for, and weed, vinlence against the police. A number were
armed with offénsive weapons such a5 iron hars.

Ar the beight of the operation, the chiel consiable
depboyed over 1,200 men, from his own force and those
of Cireater Manchester, Mersevside, and Lancashire. As
& reaudn, the vehicle camyving the newsspapers was shie
Mave dhe premuses af the fime planred w5 am this
morming, ard did so. The plekets began bo disperse from
alboit 6 qm,

During the course of the dismrbances, police officers
were attacked und missiles were thrown at them. Twenty
ihree oikcers were injured and three have been detained
inbospital, T am glad to inform the House that at present
nome appears 0 have besn o serously injored. Thineen
pickets aré recorded i having been Injured, one of whom
remaing in hospital. Again, | wedesstand that his condition
ig nol serious, A il of B6 people were arrested for a
range of public order offences and offences of gssault and
ahatmiction,

I have conveyed e the chiel consable my great
uppreciation of the police opension, and the way i which
his officers and those of the cther forces dealt with an
mmmenssly difficult siuation. It is & great miboee 1o them
that the lawful right 10 move the pewspapers was opheld,
I have asked that my concern and sympathy should be
passed on to the injured officers. as 1 did in the chse of
infse who mcurmed injuries [ast week.

I understand that the nomber of pickets has. now
decliped o sbout 150, bur there are (hreats that Iarge
ngmbers will my tonight o repéat the events of last nighs
and this spoecing, The chiel constable has  the
responsibility for maintaining the rule of law and devising
and executing the appropriate plans for doing so. [ have
made it crystal clear o him that if theére is any assistance
b revpuires from me it will be readaly nvaitable, and he will
hove my complete support for the exercise of his very
considerable powers [0 the full extent that is required o
diewl wath e situalnon

There is and can be no excuse for violerce and the
amempl by intimidating weight of numbers o0 negae the
lawful rights of other people. Irrespective of the merits of
the Industrinl dispute, what has happened here amounts to
breaches of whot hos slways been the criminal Inw, The
place and pretext for its breach maks po differsnce
whatsoever. Violence at the picket line i as indefensible
85 viokance ‘al u football mach or anyvwhere else.

Ax
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Action of the kmd wre sew last night cannoe zind will no
be iderted. | bope that the Houwse a5 a whole wdll Joit me
in condemping whal ocoumed, snd the mass picketing
which was ifs cause, and giving every suppor iothe police
in preventing or dealing with & récurrenee

Mr. Gerald Kanfman (Manpchester, SGomon): T wamt
w make it absoleely plain tht  the Opposition
caregoneally condemn oll viclence, in all circurnstances,
in whatever place, and for whatever parposs it is used, We
enciorse the view of the TUC policy and orpanization
commibses that tede umions should be suppoded in
carmying out their lewful functions on behall of ther
members. T ask the Home Secretury, for his par, to
coatfivim thal any possible bredch of the low by pickets
cannol justily any counter-breach of the Taw by asyoas
else,

In wigw of allegations that bave been made, can the
right bon, and eamed Gentleman s&y what reporns b2 has
meeeived about the methods of policing ar Warringion,
I."-‘Ell'i'?:.'tlliu’.:-' in rebation 1o the commpnicalions vin of (he
Mational Graphical Association which bas been parked oi
the. Warrington works. for four weeks with polics
permiszion, and which the police themselves hove used
during thar period? Ard nod the deplomble scenes of
violenos the direct outeome of the folly of the Government
in dragging indusirinl relations into the lew courts and
a]fllwirl;.:- Il'.l'.lr.l.rr'f'r.-lr.!rr'.-:.n-r_|'

Mr. SFHJ'IEL': Order. This i5-8 so70Es maites, | g
that the Hoose will listen in silence.

Mr. Ravfman: The Govermmenl ste allowing moy
wavward employes 1o use the courts of law as & weapon
0 win & ¥wiofy in an industisl dispare: - Camnot the
Ciovernment get it {nto their head that the ke o improving
mndusiril pelations lies in conciliation, par confrontatkon?

What sction will the Home Secretary now ke, as a
member of the Cabinet to get the parties to this dispute
roumndd the table to sor oul their differences by the time-
honoured peocess of pegoliation und conciliation? How
many more lameniable episodes such as this will we have
to go through befops the Government leam that vital
leggapnT

Mr. Brittan: [ welcoms the right hon, Gentleman's
condemmnation of wviolenee. He meferred 10 counters
breaches of the law In a cather veibed form. 1F he has any
specific allegations to make, T should be gruteful if be
would do so specifically and they will be investigated: in
the proper way, He asked about methods of policing, |
shill look mio anv specific allegation thas he wishes 1w
Itk

The rght hon. Cenfleman then refemred o what had
been sgid by the TUC, | should be grateful if he and
Labour Members would express their full suppon fior what
the TUC smd in its gonidelines in Pebroary 1979 whei
e

I s lewful fof persossoscting o conlemplsion o
marherams of & e dispuse to picket a0 or near & workplics or
any ther place . . . provided they do po more thon peacefatly
alALn of commmnicabe information o peocefully | persuade
withiars o ahstakn from work™.

[T anyone believes that 4,00 people are needed 1o do tar,
who does he think he is kidding?

Mr. Norman S0 Joho-5tevans (Chelomsford): | hank
my nght hon, and lesrmed Friend for his forthoght
dlatemnent. which makes it quite clear that what s mwvolved
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rein o fish anywb®e o Scotland, Howeverfas the hon,
CGentleman will #ow, this 15 progerly o maglr for my right
hon: Friend Secretary of Stute for S
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5 given to prociarators fiscal
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dizvi sithgrawn from wse!

sral for Scolland: [ im iol@ertiin
about the 20 casg® where there might be error bl | know
that, In u-:mnilﬁwu with the midapce given my nirhla
Friend the Advecate, both befione devices nre
used and @fier these must be a check to #rsure that they
have beghl operating properly and wuth‘g-ﬁ: interference. IE

5 been imerfererce prosecutighs will mor follow,

‘I thait 1
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£

rihe I||.-.1|Ih and '-!-ﬂ.h.l". d"l:'i'ul:'l. ] Tl
At 1974 :u_n's.in[: i i the '~»:r'|1|‘|hn.-:.|l.|:‘|,E| 1|.'||:|-|:~r:|.-:I|.‘|I'|S ol
Cairnryan. Inone'case fines totalling L1, 500 were imposed
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""'{.'r.u' Annwers 886
1 Dops nof the Solicaor-Cenceal for
it disgraceful that two people hayve besn
* shiphreaking of the Ark Royal? lgdie awire
63 o prohibition notices have beepferved, one
has mome 1o the procurator fiscal, .ﬂirl_'fll: wirlig
5 have been lssoed frome the J.-ltallb and  Safely
xecuve? Does Usat nol show thedoory state of private
enterprise operations st Caimryg®? [s it pot the case that
the Health and Safeiv Execgite does noe have cnough
men properly 1o police thpgfmmtier v ensase an adequate
oversight of it? What mnsibility will his Depamines

taie for this somy st of pliirs?

Eilled in
thal i

eneral for Scotland: My
fe (Mr. Lang)
ated ook this
., Deparment of
ember for Sofiodk,
& mondhs agoe, One of
15 5iill pending before the
v s court &t Stranmer r good reasons thal the hon
Llewtlensan will underspnd, 1 con maks w0 farther
comment on that, Wigeregard to my own responsibihities
iy this mamer, | cagdtll the hon. Geotléman that in svery
case Uhat has beesrefened to the procorator fiscal by the
Healily - amd ery: Execuiive arising ouwt of these

perations there has been g prosecution

garrie: My howos amd learmsd Fl:jl:l:l.,!-.-‘h&.b sdid

of £1.560 had Been ||:|1F|||.~\.|.'|.!. 11 '.l.».ﬂ. impsed
constituent, Mr. Miles of NohegfShipboeakees

it loway ] L Ppet M III.*-

titwency  Cairmyan s

with ihe Minister of &
went, my bon Priemst Uy

1 iMr. Gummer) Tour or
dieaths to which be refe

in whose
matter o

any, which was responsible for (e breaking-up of
Ark Rowal. Will he secept, howe e, that tht cave has

nt of Employment is
of the Health snd Setety
Exscotive oflfiers and e tietiors on the Ark R-.'l_'|:|J

prior to the breakmg up.

il for Scotlund: The operations
fiery Exeeutive and the ingquirieghat
has made of the Depir ]
not within my provines, I
sch cases have been reporied
eiy thewie reports have besn o
avs resaled,

. I PECERCRLNIN
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af Warringion ks nothing to do with the Employment Act
bt is o do with the breach of the likermics and rights of
the subject as muaranteed by the common law. Will he
inwite the Leader of the Oppasition o associae himself
with that condemiion without the qualihu.ull-::ur'.a and
wease] wiords that we have just beard from tee cight bodi,
Member for Manchester, Goron (Mr. Kaufran}?

Mr. Brittan: My right hon. Foend is sbsolately rnght
Mo changes in the stptute law on émploviment have made
any difference aboot what happened last night. Violence
cansed by mass picketng woald have been just as unlawful
before tsse changes as it is today, My ciahd hodt. Friend
15 right to refer 1o the smpofance of the force of informed
opiidien.  We  in this House have a  tremendous
respansibility. We do nod wanl i fepelifion of those scénes;
pnd ore of the wavs of ensuring that is for all of os b
condemn violence.

Hen. Members: The dght hon, Gentlemun shoukd
AESWET

Mpr. Speaker: Order, If the right hon. Gentleman secks
o catch my eve, ke will he able to answer at the end,

Mr. Dovid Steel (Tweeddsle, Euenck and
Looderdale}: [ would give way 1o the Lebder of the
Oipposition if be chose 1o catch your eye, Mr. Gpeaker,

I5 the Home Secretary aware of the siwbememt ot
lumchtimee by the national secretary of the MNGA thet
tonight's phoketing will be an even larper force? Dhoes mot
that give the lie to the idea that this is some kind of
gpontaneous outburst? Docs the mght hon. and leamed
Ciertleman accem thar politeal partes in this Houase
should ot jost pepadiare violence in seneral terms but
wlpiled \|}':Li|5ll..';l||_'|l repudiaie those wiho in s Howse _|{il.-|:
aid and comfort to o

Mr. Brittan: | entirely. endorse what the night hon.
Cieleman has said, [t is difficoll wosquene any kind of
plleged spontanelty with the document | have In my hansd;
which invikes peoglde W join the pickel ling in retuen loe £25
to cower their Lost time

Mr. Maurice Macmillan (Surey, South-Waest): Will
my right hone snd leamied Friend confirm that quile apan
from violence of the behaviour of the plckets, the mers
presenie ol %0 mkny al e asin the pasl been held 1o
be intimidstion erd that m the past that view has been
pccepted by better Leaders of the Labour party than we
now. have !

Mr. Brittam: The first pofm is most cenainly so. In the
case of Piddingion v. Bates, exactly that proposition was
I.]Fl'll.:ll:l. h.‘-" the o,

Mr. Willie Hrmilton {Fife, Central): As the dght hon
and learmed Gentlemen must be fair in these matters, what
evidonce ogher than ther from the chéel consmble of
Chesture did e meceive!

Mr, Brittan: [f the hon, Gentleman challenges my

acfoant of what occurmed, he muost have failed to read any
nEwspapers. of 0o waich any elevision,

Sir Edward Gardner (Fylde i Does not my right hon.
aned learned Proemd apree ihal thouwsands of pickets,
strangers 1o any industrial dispetes and without a wond of
waring  or discouragement from the Leader of rhe
Opposition, are loying siege nol just hoa pritting plant in
Warringion but to the barmises of w? Therefore, mll of uz
pre the ultimate protection pgainst anarchy,
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Mr. Brittan: | totally ngree. [n considering the breadth
and cxiont of the action that has deken place, the House
muight like to know thet on the evidence of the Gecupating
given by some of those who have been armested we lind
that some were sindents, & teacher and a social warker amd
thad thiey come [ruositi |.l|uL"H'_'.~| fig far aficld- as London,
Seotlnd, Biomingham, Middicshsough, Salford and
BEssex. That s ot & spontapecas action or action in
defeice of ampone's livelihood; it s organised anarchy

Mr. Rox Jenkims (Glasgow, Hillhzad): 15 it not clear
thut mass picketing on this scale, is; by s very narure,
desigred 1o intimicdate rather than 0 persuade”™ Was & oot
clearly unlowful onder the laws of he last Labour
Government” I the NGA desires o avoid vislende, surely
it should call off n repetition of the picketing tonight and
ghould be urged to do so by the official Opposition
spokesmin?

Mr. Brittan: | entinely sgree with the right boa,
Crentleman. Interestingly enough, what he said ig today
echoed ina guotation in Nhe Stonderd from one of the six
peopls on whose behalf this whitle apesation ks supposed
i be conducied. That person is quoled G5 Sa¥ing:

“Theaps i= i way el [condane wioleree of AT SN, ‘:’l.ﬂ arc
aere [or ouir jobs, bul same ol thess afher penpee oome st 0
e o puenib-ugwiil e puliceinen, Wi din ') wane o see thst”.

Mr. Ferpus Montgomery (Alirincham and Sake): In
view of the claims that the pickets ore pol responsible Tor
viodence, will my right hon. @nd letmed Friend eapliomn
wliy &0 omany policemen have been Injured? Hawve they
been hilting sach other, or were these self-inficted
wounds? Wht 15 happening outside the printing works: at
Warrington is diszraceful and is 2 breach of the law. When
the Labour pamy mmkes allegations of palice brutality,
ahoald not it be mminded thil i€ thess peopls were pot
breaking the law and illegully pickating the polive wimild
iixel feedd Lo Be |.1|:H_'I:|l'.'

V. Martin Flannery {Sheffcld, Hillsboroughl: The
oy, Grentleman said that veszerday.

Mr. Mpntgomery: And [ sav it again today,
Mr, Brittan: 1 share my hon, Friend's ssntrments,

Mr. Ron Leiphton (MNewham, MNorh-Badh Mgl
there not be a design fadle io the pew and Comroversial
legislstlom which has produced o legal jugpermaul thil @
pivw ol of controd? Has not it transformed o relatively
mwivial and obacirs mdustial dispote, which could be
seitled Immedstely by e relnstatement of six men, Mo
a mujer confrotation that has stripped a major voion of
all i property. and assets by o form of bureducratic
mugeing? While that muy be possible in a soamry such
as Poland, here it will only dour-amd worsen industral
relaticis,

M, Brlitan: [ do not shase the hon Genileman”’s view
of the legiskation, he will nor be surprised o bear, but 1
share the view of the deputy Leader of the Laboor pary,
who said:

“Thiso of 1 who belicve the w to e wrong have o change
il rdlwer than brosk 0"

Sir Willlam Clark (Croyvdon, Southl: [s ool it
disgraceful that when the Leader af the Opposition is
encouraged by Government supporbers 1o condemn the
vialence nll that he does is grin broadly? Woald my right
hon. and lenrmed Freend igres 1Haal i 18 rErher |:||:¢I.1[L:|.r that
Oppositon Membens tulk abour pepceiul peketing wien




B9l Nofioeal Graphical Arsoctarion (Dispare) O NOVEMBER 1923 National Graphical Association (Dispate) "

T5ir William Cilark]

botties, siones and fron bars are osed on the picket linc?
Is not this complete and chier sourchy that must be pat
down at once? Would he agree, further, that if there are
people inothe country who do not like whatever laws we
buve (o openele under the only way to change those laws
14 through ihe ballog box?

Mr. Brittan: [ agree with my hon. Friend.

Om-the guestson of the Leader of the Opposition
speaking on maters of that kind, | do not teke the view
that all of us have o speak up on every issue and that if
we do nod speak up we must be construed by our silence
boo SRk 06 0 pactcular sense. But in the particoiay
circumsiances of this dispute, when the mamer s not an an
end ‘and when viobence is threamsned, all of us have (o
search our conscicrces and ask whether we can mokes o
cortribation o preventing viokence by speaking aguinat it
That &5 & matier for each of us, from the top 1o the bomom.

Mr. J. D. Concanmon (Mansfieldy While nom
condoning the vidlence or the scenes Lot night, may [ ask
the Home Secretary whether be is aware that any decent
industrial relations officer or any fnr-minded manage
winald probably have ssttled this argument in an hour in
an office on & Friday? I he awape that if i1 were oot for
the Ciovemment's legisiotion — and they must take
responsibility for this— the dispute would never have
got bevomid the [nctory Line?

Myr. Brittan: 1 &0 not share that view

Mr. George Gardiner [Reigata): Despite the fact that
a van containing newspapers was eventually abie o leave
this plant, it would seem from the reports of last night's
riod that the police forces were not sufficicns to control the
mab assembled. Can my right hon. and learmed Frend
give the House 4 double assurance that if any forther
occumences of this kind srse the police fosces will be
adeguare toe enable our citdzens w go abogl their sl
businesgs?

Mr. Brittan: The extent of the forces required sl any
given place must be a marer for the chiel constable, bt
I can assuwre the House, a8 | have already done, hat ol
aszistance. that the chief constable on the duy and uf the
place thinks is oecessary will b provided, and that, of
course, includes Mull mutual assistance from neighbouring
forces o the necessary exfent,

Mr. Dennis Skinner (Bolsover): The Home Secretary
argues Inat the police, out of necedsilty, bad o charge the
picker lines leng before the delivery wan was ready for
dispatch at 5 o'clock. Can he =zay why they had 10
dismande the radio equipment in the NOA van ool
manhandle the MGA officials out of the van five hours
beofore it was due to go out of the yart? Why did the Saton
charges take place for severnl hours before the dispatch of
that ¥an? Serely this wns provocation, Surely the righe
hon,-and learmed Gentleman shoold agres that the purposs
of the police activity was merely 10 enable the van o gel
out of the yvard, but the police were provaking the incidents
for many hours befane that? The police have had an official
complaint abouat thar van with which | hope they will be
aibie o deal

i)

Is nut the truth of the matier that (his Tory Government
have sen oan oo smazh e rade uiion movernent and gt
ihey use the Tory judges in onder o cripple the trude
univns’ fioancial—/fmermpyion. |

The Speaker: Crnder, [ think thet is endugh,
Mr. Skinoer rose——o

The Spesker: Cirder. 1 coder the hon, Member fior
Bolwver (Mr. Skinner) o resume his seat.

Mr. Brittun: [f the hon, Gentleman had heard me
rght, be would know that the specific allegations against
the police, if any, will be considered in the proper way

The hon. Gentleman talks shour the plang of ihe
Cumsermment o smash the wade anion movemssat, [ kave
o say, although this goes beyond [ast mght's events, thal
| cannat think of any better way of damaging the trade
union movement thun by condoning what huppened Jas
neght.

Mr. Tony Fayvell {Stockport): 15 the Home Secretary
able to confirm that it is within the powers of the chael
constable o mrn bock the hordes of lawbreakers now
heading for Warrngwn before they mesh  their
destination]

Mr. Brittan: [f be suspects that their ailendance &1 the
apol Wil lead 1002 breach of the pence, he has-full powers
b v s0

Mr. Mariin J, O°Neill (Clockmannoan): Can the Home
Secmetany confirm that the reports be has received from the
potce have contiined references (o the destmction of the
MGA van, or is he giving a5 o partial view of the siaation
as he hag received it

Mr. Brittan: [ have glvan the e o the House that
secan o e o b nelevanl

Mr. Anthony Besumont-Dark (Bimingham, Selly
Ok )r Does my right hon, ond leamed Friend agree that
it has o be 8 causes of considernble zadness thar we have
a rent-z-mob of 4,000 people being comed round the
country - paid for by the tmade unéons mml deliberiely
supponied by the Opposition Front Beoch? Is not the
violence cansed bécause o section of the commuinity feel
that ar beart the Labour panty believes in smashing kawes
and noe SEPpOrting tham’’

Mr. Brittan: My hon. Frend milks of sadoess and there
i%, indeed, cause [or sadoess in yesterday's events, but
there 15 also couse for satistaction, and it is that the mle
of Inw is being maintained and tha: the overwbelming
mujority of people want that to continuoe.

Mr. James Lamond (Oldham, Cemral and Royvion);
Since the Home Secretury has told us today tha the
simatian i3 s far owt of hand that be canoot control i
isnless fe has the full suppor of the Chpposition Froot
Bench—a view thai siems o be strongly sapporied by
hizs Back Benchers—does he realise thar be will ge the
support of people like owsell only when he applies
conclliaion and nol confrontation o the situation?

Mr. Hritlen: 'We con mansge quile well withour the
hon, Gentleman. The question 18 the price thot has o be
pranl. Some people think that the prce the police e being
askad fo pay s too high and we have a responsibilfity o
reduce it

Mr. Alistalr Burt (Bury, Noeth): Does my right hon.
and leammed Friend agres that the reil problem in this
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dispute is cansed by the attitude of those who belicve that
they can pick ond choose the Inws they obey bacauss of
politizal reasons and ihat this disrespect for the ruke of law
is compoonded by the imesponsible attitude of those
Opposition Members who refuse w0 grasp the nettle and
condemn those who defiantly break the law and picked
illegably? Daoes b not ageee. forther, that this spineless
and craven atiode of giving in 1o the bully boy ond the
militant throughout the Labour movement is responsibis
for Labour Members dfing on the Opposition Benches
amd ook o the Ciovemment Benches?

Mr, Brittan: | take note'of what my hon. Friemsd hes
gald. My sk ixto dnowhat 1 can to assist those responsible
for rr|i-|i11:|.||i'|1.i|15 the pule of law, asd thar T shall continue
1o o,

Mr. Davbkd Winnlck (Watsafl. Norh): Is it not of
imleres) thal the Mastes of the Eolls is quoted in ong
newspaper ws sayimg today bl be legal sysem favonrs
the emplovers at the expense of the unions? Lesving aside
how those talks took plice between the Master of the Rolls
gnd a semior civil servont im the Department of
Ermployment, is not that remark of great relevaniz?

Why does not the Cabiinet leam from the sxperience ol
the [nduscrial Relations Act? Since that Act showed itseil
1o be & peclpe for confroniatbon, |5 it pot obvioos thet all
wis1=irade laws will lzad to this: kind of
com moniation?

LELILHT

Mr. Brittan: 1 do not agres with the bhon. CGertleman
for one moment. It is & complete illesion to think that the
law can keep oot of industrial relations or has ever done
50. The only difference betoresn the hon., Gentlemsn il
my right b, amd hon. Friends 5 where the ling should
he draam.

Mr. Andrew MacKay {Beckshire, East): Has my right
hone and learned Friend noticed that beconse the British
public, unlike the Lezader of the Opposition, todally
condemn s of thuggeny on the |!'i|.‘h|.'! lime. and hecause
they believe possiopately in upholding the faw, there has
never been on ccoasion when they have w0 tomlly opposed
induastrial action?

Mr. Brittun: I think that thal 35 right,

br. Andrew F. Bennett (Denwon and Reddishy: Can
the Home Secretary conflom thai it [s the Governmment's
duty fo prodisce condiions conducive i public arder? Will
he reflect that for 16 weeks there was pocketing ar the
dispute in Stockport perfectly peacefully until the courts
were resorted 1o and that thai is where the difficulties have
come from? Will the right hon. and leamed (entleman
give further thooght w the facl that mamy of my
¢onstients  In Stockpon do pot want copies of the
Messenger pushed through their frond doors il they are
produced in these circumstances! Will he ensure that they
do ot have them?

Mr. Brittan: I do oot think that i 15 very difficule 1
advisc those who do not want copies of the Messenger
what o dio with them. 1 do not believe that that s the
cieriral issoe b this dispute. However! it is quie didiculoos
[ suggest thet the Government are ab fault because
problems have adsen s o mesult of people doliberstely
flouting o oot onder

Mr. James Coochman (Gillingham): My cight hon.
amnel learmed Preend no doubs Beard on “The World ag Ope”
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teday the lengthy interview with Mr, Joe Wade, the
gemeral secretary of the NGA. Did my right hon. and
learned Friend find his posture any more convincing thamn
that of the Opposition Froni Bench?

Mr. Brittan: My hono. Frieod mviles me 10 make &
eonnperison which would not necessarily be helpful in the
comtexl of this dispute,

Mr. Lowurie Pavitt {Brent. South}: Like my right hom,
Friemd the Lesder of the Opposition and the Home
Secretary, | am ope of the lasl W support or condone
violence, but muy 1 remimd the sight bon. and, eamed
Gentlernan that this is o r=-ran of what bappensd in my
constitugney a2 & firn  enlled Onimwick ahers,
unfortenaialy, T witnessed viokencs by both police and
picksts.? | gzk the Home Secretary to recall that all these
vears later, when we sought 1o establish the rights.of 2n
individual to join or not o join a trade union, oot one rade
anion member is permitied to work for Grunwick. This is
directly contrary 1o the rights of people to join a union. It
1% @ nea-union company. Any emploves who joins @ unwn
1% e ked

Mr. Brittan: Whether or nost thar 1530, 1 oaall nod
comment. | respect the bon. Gentleman's gendine belisf
that wholence iz 1o be deplored. Howewver, [ ask him o
agree thatl peneralised condemnations of violence are no
sulficient. We have o face the fuct thot if there 1 mass
picketing on the scale that we have seen in these recent
eventd i i almost bound to b=ad to wviolence, It is that
which has o be condemned and not just violeoce in
generil (Erms,

Mr. Ivan Lawrence (Burton): Does my right bon. and
learred Friend recall any other issue in this Parlioment
opon which the Leader of the Opposition has remained so
silemt?

Mr. Brittan: | follrsy the utterances of the noght hon,
Member for Isbwyn (Mr. Kinnock) less closely than my
hon. nd Jearned Frieod does,

Mr. Bob Clay (Sunderland, Morthl: Will the Home
Secretury nocept that i was a guite frightening experience
b witness  personally, on the inviaton of one's
constifsents. who previously had been arrested, what
happened last might unsd then 1w bear the braving hysteria
of Government supporiers? Is oot il thime that the Home
Secretary commented specifically op the fact that the
police broke into a van owned by the NGA that was legally
pierked and broke its radio telephone links, smashed s PA
system and broke s wallde-talkic communications and
that they did it befone there were any disturbances? 1s nog
it & fectthot, as o result of NGA officlals not being able
to use that communications equipment, Il was made far
mare difficalt for them o organize the demonstraticon?

Whatever elsc, if, befome there has besn any
disturbance or uny violencs, rank after rank of police with
rior shiglds and riet helmets procesd with baton charges on
demanstrators who pre simply stnding there several hours
before any attempe o drive the delivery van out of the
wiorks. s it not inevitable that viokence [ollows?

Wil the right bon, and leamed Gentleman accepd that
whatever retalistory violence occurned—yviolence which
has been condemnad by the Opposition as much as by
Government supporters— it s also the case thet 1 amd
other hon, Members witnesed the most appalling brutality
by some members of the police force, in some cases where
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IT was guie unwarranied and o ool Be se2n that the
demonstrators had oot prowoked i in ooy way? Will the
|jg||l It apd learmed Genilesnan condemn

Mr. Speaker: Order. T mast ask the hon. Gemleman
and other hon. Members to keep their guestiong shor.

Mr. Brittan: If the hon. Gentleman wishes to pursue
complainls againsl the police, there i o proper avenue for
kim0,

The hen., Gentleman: sakd thot 8 wies o frightening
experience to be there. I have nd doubt that he s nght in
saying that. But what be has to bear in mind is that the
purpose of lawful picketing as enuncisgied by the TUC
imelf in 1979 does not require &, 00— Frterrupidon | 1
the hon. Gentleman—;Taterruprion |

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Home Secretary was
answering & questbon, If we capnet have onder tn the
Homse, how can we expect il anywhene alse?

Mr. Brittan: [T the hon. Gentleman had told me that
it was the imtention of the union o wse that method of
commumnication to reduce the number of pickets o the
nnmber required for pemuipely Tawiiol picketing. | slwouwld
have very much more sympathy with what he savs.

Mr. MNeil Hamilton [Tatton): Simee my rdght hon. and
leamoed Freend mentioned the TUC, does he agree that one
of the best ways o de-fuse the present sitaarion and end
the violence will be for the TUC tw stand op for the
maintenance of the mbs of law aod o discipline the NGAT
I8 not the apparent Jack of authoriey and will of the TUC
in this respect deplorable?

Mr. Brittan: My hom. Friend has & valid point,

Mr. Martin Flannery (Sheffield, Hillsborowgh): 15 no
it m fect that a Tory Pany member, Sir John Dopaldson,
failed totally as chaieman of the oowniows  Indestnal
Relations court and, ‘as a result of that failure, evenbually
the Comservitive Punly mdmitie that it Inw was o bad
b and should hove been withdrawn? Is not the same
mian, now Master of the Rolls, engaged in a sbimilar task?

Mr, Speaker: Onler. Before we go wo lor down this
paith, the homn. Clenflemein s not seeking to criticise the
Master of the Rolls?

Mr. Flanmery: My question will be bricf compared
with some that have been allowed.

Is it not & fact that the Hooee Secretary 18 only
selectvely and parially answering the guestions put o
him by Opposition Members, thai he has only taken
evidence from the chief constable of Cheshire, and that he
seemed not 1o know about the brutal violence of the police
tast mght! Does he expect British trade onions which are
imder full scale assault from the Conscreative party 1o &
quiet while they are disgmmantled? [ that what ihe
Conservative parmy is after? 118 the Conservativés who ans
ENCOUmMEng mass picketing more than goy Opposition
Member. We are all appalled at violence, and we are
especially appalled af police violepce. 1 have never boen
vipdent in my life.

Mr. Brittan: All that T am asking Opposition Members
o do i3 not o condene breaches of what was the criminal
tnw long belore. any of the legislation toowhich the hon,
Member for Shefficld, Hillshorough (Mr. Flannery)

il

whpects came oo elfect. What would be bhelpful from as
iy peaple as pestible is the simple endorsement of the
T guetance on the conduet of picketing, which was
andorsed by the last Laboar Government,

Mr, Richard Alexunder (Newark): Does my oghr
hon, enpd leamed Friend acoept that the vast majority of
people listening totheir mdees this morning were disgpusted
and frighteped by the moises that they heard of the
activities of the pickets at Warmington? Does be accept that
they will not be reassured by the noise that they have heard
fmom Cipposition Members? Will he mhke time wodoy o
disabuse the country of the disgroceful smears that we hawe
beard from some Opposition Members aboat the eondoct
of the police? The police did noe arrive anned with bottles,
stheks and stpes and, |In ope case, a g,

Mr. Brittan: My hon, Friend is rght, If [ appear to be
inhibvited , wr any extend in commenting on the allegations
made agamst the police, the rason, as 1am sure that the
Hease will understand , is that 1 heave responsibilitics inthe
myestigation of complrinis and police discipline. These
matiers mast be considered nthe proper way. On the other
hand, hon, Members who have made complaints have not
besimied w© clothe themselves with the privilege of the
Hoamse jn making such allegalions.

Several Hon. Members rare——

Mr. Speaker: Order. | must protect the busingss of the
Hoogse. 1 shall call the hon. Members who have besn
aanding and then [ shall call the rhght hon. Member for
Mlunchester, Guorton (Mr, Kawlman) should he wish to
speak ngain.

Mr. Robert Litherland (Manchester, Central):
Beiring in min the report in The Gerdian ] this moming,
dies the Home Secretary agree that it woold be unjust and
unfuir fior the Masier of the Rolls o give 8 judzmes on
the NGA when he is alsh a prime adviser o e 'I'l.:ln.'
Chowernment?

Mr. Brittan: The hon. Gentleman has digtoriad the
Tects eompleely. Inany evenl, they do e nnse out of the
events lasi nighi

Mr. John Townend (Bridlington): Does my right hon.
nnd lewmned Friend sgree that the vost mujority of the
pieblic expect the coars o dend most severely with those
who pairfake in mob violence, sspecially when policemen
are imjumad?

Mer. Brittan: The courns most centainly have the full
powers necessary to deal with the offences that come
before them,

Mr. Doug Hoyle (Warrington, Monh): The Labour
pary, does mol condong violence and nor does the irade
niog imovernent. Was nol the picket last night peacelil
until the communications van wid iouched and was not it
only after the communications van was destroved that
violencs bepan? Will the Home Secretary examine that
factT WLl the right bon. and leamed Gemleman alio pot
Iy iy escmpe Iros e Tact that i is the Giovernment s Tanlt,
because of thelr swepid legislation, thar we are in this
paesition” Wall be use his authority in Cabinet to persunde
the Secretary of Sate for Employment to intervene to
bring the dispute speedily to a halke?

Mr. Brittani The hon. Gentlerman is zeeking 10 enact
almost the weakest exciase that 1 could imagine, There s
oo point in sondemning viclence without recognising the
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fact that il 4,000 people come fogether in siech & plece,
having been invited and offercd money W0 come one s
creating vicdetce and there are no encoses afterwands,

Sir Nicholas Bonsor (Upminstery: With reference o
iy right hon. and leamed Friend”s reply o my hon. Friend
the"Member for Bridlingeon (Mr. Townend), is he sware
that many Conservative Members are desply concemed
that offemces of violence &re nof Being - adequately
prnished By the courta? Will miy fght hon. and lcarmed
Friend monitor ¢losely the senences that ane passed by the
cowrls dgmins (e who ame found gy of bavieg caused
the disturbances and consider whether any hirther action
By him is called for?

Me. Brittan: [ shall seek to encore that the House has
a2 much information as possible abour the owicome of any
proceadings arising from last nighn’s incident,

Mr. Eric Deakins (Walthamsiow): How can trade
umions, trade unionists and, indeed, the public hive any
confidence in the operation of industrial relations law m
relotion to the present dispute and in the impartiol
adminisiration of justice, beanng in mind the politicnl
edvice given by a senior member of the fpdicinry Iast vear
fo 2 senior civil servant? Wae not that n bresch of a
fundamental constitutional convention? Will the fight hog,
and |earped Genfleman unreservedly coademn that sction?

Mr. Brittan: 1 certabnly will sot do so. I the hon.
Centleman reads the stolen document o which be refers,
he will realise that it dees nol bear the construction that
he his pad wpan i

M, Harry Greenway (Baling, Noh): [5 my right
hon. . and fearned Friend owore thut most tude unionists
realise that the atimdes of the Labour pariy in this matier
are mischicvous, directed spainst their best interests and
positively malevolent and that iz why many more rade
unionists vised Conservarive than Labour at the peneral
election and why the trend will combinue’

Mr. Brittan: [t is certuinly correct thaf the majority of
irade umionists do oot fevoar violence or mass picketing
and are embyrrassed and ashamed by what occuorred
vestepday

Mre. Dennls Cansvan (Falkerk, 'Westl: How can the
Crowernment  seriously  cluim  that thaie  emplovement
legislntion sirikes an squitizle balince between the nghrs
of emplovers and emplovess when the tade umion
movement, which Tepresents employees, is apparently
banned from bringing other wade union comeades o the
picket line 1o support the rights of the employees, yet the
emplover in this instance 35 allowed 10 hire 8 private army,
wild dogs and apparently the police to defend hus so-called
rightsT

Mr. Brittan: The hon, Gentlensan's description of the
four securky men employed by the employer shows that
he bms pever leit the world of fantasy

Mr. Roger Gale (Thunet, Norih): Does my dphi hon,
and learmed Friend agree that the conse of the dispute is
the result of & minority seeking to impose s will on 3
majority that has alresdy expressed jts view by secrel
balld? Does he agree also thol, despite his penerous
construction on the silence of the Leader of  the
Opposition, the British public are likely to view his silence
slighily less fuwvourably?
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Mr, Brlttan: | sull beliewe in the Gght to silence, but
in this context, i nat in the couns, there ig also & reht 0o
Ccomimeni,

Mr. Ron Bruwn (Edinburgh, Leith): Is not the Home
Secretary avware thal his statement abool the rule of law is
o cover for legalised Fascism? [s'he also pware that the
emible duoty created by the Government is such that
pickets will contnoe 1o fight for their rights for 2 ok and
d decent standard of living, and that the Labour gy will
be with them foir squane?

NMir: Brittan: | do oor think thet T ar any ather hon
Member need fnks any lessons from the hon, Gentietman
aboaor Fascism.

Mr. Patrick Nicholls (Teignbridae [s it oot obvious
that if the NGA were ever & responsible frade wnion il 5
pow nothing Bt & conspiracy against the public intersst)
Ia nod v a great shame thar Mr. Shah's resolve 1o stand up
dgainst Last nighls violepce and odious behaviour wad oot
miakched '!-«._:,. o somfar  resalution h:.- the Hi:"-!'.-“i;.':lp{'r
Proprigtiors  Associabon?

Mr. Hrittan: No doubt he NPA will have heard that
COMmment

Mr. Norman Atkinson | Totenham): Will the Home
Secrerary meconsider the cane blanche avihenily grven o
the chief constable in view of the evidence of the bussing
i of 1,400 policemen? D4d pot the Home Secretary moke
un  unprecedented  stafement by saying o the chief
conztable that, whether he was sight or wmoag, he woald
gel e st 4l 1he Haomme ‘il:"i':..‘l.'.lil.'_"r:'

Mr. Brittan: That is nof what T acteially said, 1ssld vhat
if the chief constable uses his lawful powers 1o the Tull, 'be
will have my complete support.

M. Michokes Falirbaien (Pecih and Kisross): Does my
nght hon, and kearned Friend appreciate that the Britsh
people, whichever pamy they support and whether or not
lh':}' e tradle unaonists, will agres T whar they saw an
television last might and what we are wid will happen
tonight is the most ebhorment coneepl of meby rule? Thiey
will judge for themselves a the ballot box those who did
it, those who supparted it-and those whoe will not speak
agatnsl it

M. Brittan: [ think that my hon. and learned Friend
is mght. 1 pm corcemed ot the mament not with the ballot
box but with avoiding furthes viokenee. | hope tha the
clear expression, by the overwhelming mujorifly, of hon,
Members, by sound or -silence, of their abhomence of
volence did |]'h:'ir:l'l.'L'-l_It!l.‘l1|il::ll'- thiat inass p.dkl:'ti ng is lIJ-.l:tr
to lead 1o violence will lead & de escalation of what
occurred and the saving of injury 1o life, liberty and
proparny,

Mr. Robert Parry [Liverpool, Riversede): | mentiomad
Bl week the fnjurles v pickes and the police. Since then,
one of my constiuents bas sustaiped o badly broken leg
and he was kept in a prison cell for an hour Belfose an
armbulance was called.

In view of that and of the presence of the thugs, beavies
and minders of Mr. Shah, will the Hamse Sccretary call for
an urgent inguiry into-ll aspects of this case? Will he
infiorm the Houss whether the (hovernment intznd o bring
in the Anny o support the police against the Workers, a8
they did againsg the Welsh workers in the 159207
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Mr. Brittan: | have received o letter oday from the
bon. Gerntleman about the matter to which he has refered.
I ‘shall be looking fneo it apd replving 10 the hoa,
Gemlemn.

With regand 1o the otfier mater that be raised. Tde no
believe that a public service is done by making remarks
of that kind, Our task joinedy shoold be o oy @0 persuade
those whe are invelved not to risk further danger ta [ife and
limb. That 15 what [ have been seeking to do by lllusirating
amd explining the mopnitude of what occurred “and
seeking (o enlist the suppont of a8 many people as podaible
on both sides of the House for the condemuation of
violence and the mking of stion © prevent it from
TECUITInE,

Mr. Harry Ewing (Falkirk, East); s the Home
secratary aware thel when, in calmer moments, the House
arsd e Couintry have an opportemity to raflect om the malier
both will be greatdy concemed ahour ks lysiecdel and
provocative approach? The Home: Secresery said thot be
hind given the chicf constable of Cheshire an indication that
ke would give him all the aid end ssasince that he
required. As arrangements exise for forces o imnsfer
officers 10 |'|I'|.'|'l.'i|'J|! agspstance o pnodther force. what
assistance does the Home Secretiry have in mind? Surely
he sgrees that the Howss should hove full knowledge of his
thinking on this matler, Whist nssistance does the Home
Secretary have in mind o offer the chief constable of
Cheshire if he asks for additional help?

Mr. Brittan: The hon, Geotleman is right. In practice,
chigl constnbles normathy make satisfacioey amangements
o obimin support from each oher when theic own
respimees are insufficient. 11 s obviously very much better
theat that ks how if shoald work, However, section 14 of the
Police Act 1964 provides me with a further power 1o
secure assismnee from ome force o another. I it &
ecessary for that o be used, and if the chiel constable
#ives me an indication that it is necessary, | will certainly
respond,

Mr. Kaofman: The Hoeme Secretury hns  usked
whether the Opposition endorse the guidelines of the TUC.
On behalf of the Oppositian, [ say that we readily do so.
Sinpce the TUC i s0 wise in the eyes of the Home
Secretary, will he join the TUC -in condemning the
emiployer in the Messenper pevwspaper groap for s
iniransigence? Since the Home Secretary says that the
TUC s sowise, will he agree with e TUC. aboul the
domeiging amnd disruptive effects of the Covernment's
Employvment Acts of 1980 and 19827

aimce the Home Secretary has twice this aftemoom
come o the defence of the Masicr of the Rodls, wdill e
agree with the Master of the Rolls that the lagal system {5
not, in practice. cven-handed g between emplovers and
unicons and that crent functons pat the cowds almos
entirely in the bosiness: of resiricting or penalising jthe
latter and pot of remedying 1heir goevances!

Will the Home Secretary agree with his nght kon.
Friend the Meémber for Cambridgeshire, South-East [Mr.
Pym), the sacked Porgign Sccretary, who hos- said this
afternaon that what we are witnessing in this country today
is g gradowl withholding of consent from the Government,
the start of o relecton of civilised values, an increase in
wrime and lawiessness and one or two viobent naibreaks of
anger and frustration and thai the consequences are o very
dangerous threal W natiopal anity and social cohesion? Is
nat the sacked Foreign Secretary might? Is it because he
wis right that he has besn sacked?

When will the Tory Party méturn (o comcibiation !

Mr. Briftan: [ understand that the rght hoa.
Gentleman, given the difficalties that he Goes, should
seek 10 epoct 2 smoke kersen which has nothing o with
matters that we have been ;|r|1:|1|ng | SIFppaOss that it was
unreasonable o expect the nght hen, Gentleman to riss o
the occasion aml o seek o prevent violenoe mni|_1_'h_|__

Huwever, in spite of thet, T welcome the fact thar the
right hon. Gentieman has endorsed the TUC guidelines,
thimgh if he Believes that may bivitsioo o him e doosa
implicd that [ agree with evesything else that the TUC
says, he cannot be serious. | remind the House again,
because we have & responsibility in this matter, of what the
guidelines 23y, thal picketing is permissible only to
“do no moee than peacefully obldin o commiznicate information
of pesnlully persusde workers 1o abstain from work."

I make no apology for repeating that there cannot be any
pogkible need (o have 4.0 people to do that.

Larer—

Mr. Deakins: Cw o pomt of order, Mr. Spenker. In the
Home Secretary's answer to @ question that [ posed a fow
momenis ago on his smierment, b refemed toon document
and zaid thal |5 would not bedr the construction that T
placed oa it Ts there mol an obligntion on the Home
Socrefary, in sceordance with the coovention of the
House, to lay the document on the Table?

Mr. Speaker: | did not bear the Home Secretary
quoting from-the documgnt, in which case it might have
boen necessary (o do so, bui [ do not think thar he did.
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I think that vou would wish to he aware of

late this morning with the Editor of the Sunday

[imes. I attach a copy of the note that I made
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of the conversation.
L. | have already passed the gist of the
conversation, over & scrambler, to
e e ——— -
5ir Brian Cubbon who undertook to tell the
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Home Secretary who was making a statement in

The House this afternoon.
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Ref. AD83/3357
NOTE FOR RECORD
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The Editor of the Sunday Times spoke to me on the telephone
at 12.50 today about the Warrington dispute.

Za He said that he had been in constant contact with Mr Shah
throughout the night and it had been 'a VETY clqse_zﬁing‘ in'
Warrington. At one point Mr Shah thmugﬂ; that those outside were
about to break through police lines and into the factory. 1If that
ﬁibpened, someone could get killed. Mr Shah had been "very shaken’

by the night's events and was 'elose to panicking" but would not

give in.

1 Thé Editor went on to say that Mr Shah had nc contacts amongst
influential peuple (apart from himself) and he had therefore wanted
to Sptak to mﬂ, in Sir Robert Armstrong's absence, te make sure that
the grafitf.uf the situation was known. While the Cheshire police
had been doing an admlrablf job he was worried that the

Chief Constable might not have sufficient resources available to cope
with the mass demonstration expected tonight (including & contingent
of Welsh miners). The Editor said that in his view it was

essential that "the Government win this d:spute“ - although he
understﬁaa_that the Government was not dlrectl} 1n?nlvtd, it was
essential that their leglslatlnn should not be undermined.

4. The Editurthnughtit might be helpful if he nutiin¢ﬂ

Mr Shah's plans. Apparently there were very few pickets outside
the %aEEEfy at present and Mr Shah intended to get some papers out
at 1.00 pm and some more at_3.00 pm. He would be printing again
this evening until about midnight but, unless advised to the
contrary by the Chief Constable, intended not to try to take these
out until ?.Dg_gm tomorrow. His reasoning was that_aga§"hickets

might have left by the morning and those that were there would be
tired and off-guard after & night in the open.

5. The Editor stressed the confidentiality of the call and of the
fact that he was in touch with Mr Shah although Rupert Murdoch

was in the picture and supported his approach to me. (I gathered he
had spoken to the Home Secretary in the nighrt.)

1
SECRET AND PERSONAL




SECRET AND PERSONAL

6. I undertook to make sure that the information he had given

me was passed on to where it might be most helpful and to do
anything I could to protect its source.

R P HATFIELD

30 November 1983
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By Dravid Hose

The Maitér of ke Holls Sir Jahn
Daruldson, the Jedgr 81 the ceaine of
The PG A Einpulre, hai secedlly i vlied
the Gorrrnieenl Bos 1o enscd foegher
mnli-unknn less.

Im n movr which c2lls ke Quession
the comitiugiona! principle of an inde.
pondent judsciary, Sa Jodn 1ok pren in
diarusiaien dunng THEY wilk the fcemner
Chancellos of the Cachega, Sir Geal-
Yiey Hovwe, Sir Groofrcy inod this come
bRy 0 el wp keored mirhings boiwosh
Doealdeon amd the Fermanom Sacre-
Lary ki the Depiriminl & Emplaymeil,
Michac] Quirdan,

Drupnlan’s confidenval racond of these
mioclngs. chizined exclushvely by Time
Char, pevenls that S Johm Donaldaans
Frorerals includeag:

# Thir posdbdity of remnving thr righi
fo mrikr in coriain ey Inderires

# Leglshaiian o permll empdoyers B0
mck Brikes sehectively.

“m A msch gresier robe Tor fhe cours fin
indusirinl relintions georrsfly, with
Judges inking on the rmér onw played by
the mrhliretmop srrvicr AUAS, Thr cru-
cal diflerenecs would be thal Ihedr dec-
soms woukd be kpally biodsng, snd
rowdl be enforoed by onben lo e
enlen fumds — an hir Jobe Dosaldann
ruded la werk kn the s ol the NGA,

Eir Jobin's e dovend meatly with
the knoesm views of Greollrey Howe. &
micmoeandum drawn ep by the former
Chancellew, which wai publiithed in
Time O las Jume, alis called for
porecs M0 prohabil sirikey and allow
el eveens Le dramis (oEbers selmsively.

The ennizsr of Doradson's pro-
peoeals is mod perhags entinely serprioang
A Fresident of the Marional Indunima!
Relatiomd Cowrl, s @ onde Edward
Heath by the 1971 ladweiingl Relatwoms
A he was the wubyeet of fiovee ansro-
wergy and allegatons of polivical bias, In
July 1971, he sent fiwe docken be prison
T diobeyimg the order of b coun
Lhal theey Miop "blacking” cerain gosods.

| Feclra idr The Mrornger,

| With Donaldson clasmang that the ease
threaiened “owr whole way of Efe' gnd
thr ‘accepiance of the ne: of bw', a
Eeno! sinke wai narrowly averiad. In
Bk book published in 1975, Dosaldwon
sxid thal the courts should docd: “who
i mpht® = induennal dispoics, and s
‘thowe who sullered njusite would
1hen be supponed by the oouns®.
Bat i the Mavior of the Raolls' paa
varwt Rie already kmown, e exvem ol
Hils meencwtsin will mmisien and the

The AMavier of dhe Halls, S Jaikea _?Enu_l'n_'s_qn.

vl senvice i nol. Himancally, jodpes
have ol advised povermments an the
practicalitics of draling legislaion, Bu
wide-ranging dicissain of podey would
seon 1o mark & new depanure
Tnomically, Machiesd Crainfan, the De-
pamimen of  Employnste Pomaners
Secretary inwolved in the diseustion,
wilh Dhsnaldson, was himsedl ik gl
1o of eonuoversy whem he way ap-
proansed Lest wear, I wis allzped thal he
had been selened w5 @ Cpoliical zp
prointee’, chosen (or his pympathy wik
the poficies of Ih-:p.rﬁr'limrr'mm._
The Qeankan notes mow in the poass-
shan o] Time Owr wnalc dear how his
Serweriatsing’ wilh Donaldion came
about, In & confidencial menerand om
1o ety enllespunes dared Jancary £ 1983,
ke wroie: *The Chancellor of the Fiche.
quet, , 551 up eneacis fon me with ke
haner of the Rolls. ¥ ou may like 1o see
the notes | made of the recalting eonver

| sxtiore. {We should, ] think, wrear vsern

in some oonfidence, as bemg not guile
ordinary file materal )’

Ir-his record ol the mesting:, daied
Ocaober 1E 19EF, Crointan repeas that
they cume aboul *lfolowing & conlas
made by the Chanoellor of the Ex-
oo’ . S John, Qaindan wmid, weuld
"= anchned” te cngrreer the oourts ‘o
terkls &lmost any Gssises which pave
troubile g between emiploys end work
Toree®, T was wrong keoriheg o S
Jotin, that imdusinal relations shoold be
delermined *‘primarily by the *~balence
of power'™ wherever struck” — & belef
which would appear 1o theeates the
poreer of stromg mmions. The yardsiick
Tar deiermining 1k oulcome of dispotes
wiould be "reasonatloncss”, & vardsiack
Ehaat wosald be sel by the judisary.

LUinder “lurher poanis’. Dainlan sia-
e ke implications of 1Ry widened bep2l
mrend Sif John had said dhan “the dgh
1w mrke Pl nod io be asalable in the

Elternative Chrlstmas

Ukid fash abxuit sewm and orpanoso of
thee Alletralsve Was World, Sodeew
Liopan this werl wnerils 8 murming,
larger tham life-size, singing, almos
walling smolpcore- ol Zandrs Hhodes
Endiiled "Rajay Zendra® and scamered
wll symbols of the spniual, mival,
religimais @nd coninstently colaorul
aspects of Indian life, i epitomisng the
sculpiar's selflevanleved ohamumm wuh
all things faniasiac, lund and nchly
unisthibmed. It fooms just @ small par
of Coddesses”, @ sprawling. - sensial
chyplay af "smple joy and visual nich-
mess” imspired by Logan®s month-kong
LA 1o Iradis Fass e,

The mizad modia show — everyibing
from plase, water, holoprams asnd
esellery — ponadty ol more than A
lazge pimers prouped iopether in one un-
pEniipmed, wiry galiery in Kensinglon®s
Cosnmanweshh Insthiote. "] hale ihe
nnrmad @ pallery symem, ' ssys Logan,
‘the Hawyward, fer insanee, 18 Bke a
basson o an &2 cppeesd 1008 living
place. Bunt chin place i just shoul the
mor brautifud galiery in Lordon — "
Jirtt af mafural Light.”

Indiordd, the aviary-Ebe space has en-
crsirapecd Logan's plans Tor & couple of
krechirds 1 msade the Minvering “na-
taral” sneend effems, and o few oUher
noae]l mramions would seem oo make
this the ideal Chrimmss bids' owamng

relcvond subjers weeas', Eflaugh whr |
Jutipr pecopnied ihan it was "sneadinig |
15 e pecit Al J

Buit, BPiaaldson had added, i mlrhl
b pensasble, in such & eew wciong. 10
hawe Liphieir lawy ahout f&0rd oy icE.
pormuiing sekstive dimivall, @&nd B
would nod be bepitimare 16 gusar by
FEFLE ®CHOR & grisvaiee on wkoch the
epuns hadd already ruled”.

The possibily of the cowns encine
ﬂ'lil‘lg on the Lermilory nos pairalivd by
ACAS ded nen weirry 51 Joha Crainken
wrote: "Sir Johe eleathy iepardod the
distincrine s of np great imponance ©

On the other hand, some of Sar
Jobm's ideay weve [ea inimical 1o uriom
nghly. Liniony showold mlso be ohle io
serl redres from employen through
the it he @i, He was comorrnendt
that the coums @ prescni were pal
‘mven-handed” bereees rnplpers and
umians, bring "Elmos emisely i the
baisints of rosrioing o penalivng the
1§LI-E' — {7 EAEll ar micresting sdahi
L 7]

Thie recoed of Sie Jokn Doralkdsan’s
con+orations with 5o Ueollny Howe
e unforiosately wnavailable Bur o
wouid scom feasoreblc bo asgime that
IhE!.I touched AR wmdar preas givem
their commaon inetest i limating sirike
and Sir Geoffrey's introsduson ol tke
cvil servang 1o the judge,

Hackinp the decmioa of the High
Coun 1o Tine tbhe WGA foe o relasal 1o
whudre by tbe 1950 and 19E3 Emplos-
ierl Adis, S bobin Domaldson b Fn:
I:|i:| mrdezed the ammedisie [T ]
tion of £175.000 of the @nion’s muris.

A prepasicroas, §1-Ipal “nosmic egg”
&l ehoppnd mirror, oripirafy made Tor 2
GLC peace parade, squats on thr edee
of Keasinptor High Soren 2 & sparl-
lemg., cmlscing adwer for the thow,
Schoolkids sorm 1o understand i, Cab
f:;l;q.'l. Eail by boodaing suftably bhead
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Goddene ' oo thr Commonsoeink
trariiir from Deoemiber 3230
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HEWSHEADER::

Meanwhile its been revealed that Britain's top judpe has

told the Governmenl that the legal system is biased sgainst
the uniens. The statement comes from the Masber of the Reolls,
Lord Denaldson and is disclosed in a confidential Department
ol Employment memo, a copy of which was leaked to the London
magazine Time Out, and is now in the possession of TV-am.

Our political correspondent, Andy Webb, reports.

ANDY WEBEB:

The memo written by the Department of Employment's chief

civil servant, Michael Quinlan, was Tirst lesked to Time

But., It's elassified 'confidential' and circulated in January

following a meeting between Lord Dunaldson and Mr Quinlan.

In 1t Lerd Donaldson, who pregided over Ted Heath's ill-Tated
Industrial Relations Court, is reported z= saying, 'The legal
system's not in practice even-handed between employers and
unions.' Current funetions put the Courls almost entirely
in the business of restricting, or penalising the unions

and not of remedving their grievances. And he recommends
that unions should be given the right to seek damages from
emp2 UYETS.




Not al1 hic comments Tavour the unicons. He seys the Ceurts
should have a bigger role in industrisl relations and tae

right to strike should be curtailled whereé grievance; ere

dealt with by the Courts, But Labour leaders see these views

24 & direcet attsck on the Covernment's Trade Union Laws,

JOHN SMITH MP (Shadow Employmenl Secretary):

They do deliberately give certain advantages Lo empl O¥ETS
as apgainst the trade unions and they give the employers & legal
right to enforce them; and the trouble is once the thing
nobody seems to be able t it te have a pavse
ceoncilliation. And I think that design fault in fthe
nrecent strocture of employment legislation has been accurately

detected by him.




/Master ¢
of Rolls

gave
strikes
advice

By Tairlkck Wimtour, Eabour
Sial

THE MASTEK of the Holls,
Bir Jolim Domaldson, has
Fdit=ed ‘the CGoverpasenl an
Inglasisdal Felatlons iaw  re-
Torms, including the intre-
duction ef legal restriclions
on the rizht do sirike.

Ti=s diselosure of JiF
Johe'r woyalvement with dls-
russtpr Ol bexislative - poope-
guls  walncides wilth I:‘[I:
appesranes o the  Appeal
Court  today  teohear the
Mentional fGrophiesd  Associa-
ks Hppeal AV thie
sequesiration of the wnion's
axgely

In diseussions In 1582, el
up by Sir Gesllrey Howe, the
then  ehanecllar, Sir Jobn
Fave the permaneat seerelary
desizpate at the Depariment
of Emplevment, Mr Michael
ainlan, his yviews on how
the juwiliciary eounld play #
greater roble im imdlusgeinl re-
lations.

Sir fleolrey alza arranged
for bim o see Mr Anthony
Lester Q0 o former adviser
in ¥ir Roy Jenkins and a
leading SDF lawver

In his mecting with MHr
inlan, Sir- John soggesied
ile establishment ol
= reneral porpess loeal
lahaur “courls ™, Bir Jobn
armaed for Lz removal of the
rizhl o sirike ovee o gricy-
amee  onee Lhe eourts had
ruicd on the izssue. He alan
=aid that i ever such courts
were kel up,  emplavers
should be gziven the rizhi to
diemibkss  sirlkers  selectivelr.

Lurrenily nll warkhers

L B im Imduestelsl i

Tils Aacked P the dlismes
sals are'ta be lawhal.

lh & wiiipmiant lasd mi 11l
LT Meparbmiend  wl R TETHET
ment sl v ar fakin
ciliedl [oflrmally o Jiilsm
IMmehlien @ peormeeneel e
rriary  desigmale ol the T
partmenl of Empivvinenl, on
the sugpesilon of Sir Geallrey
Fonwe. Mo gueestion wliarever
Brose, or ocould hove arisen,
ol speclfic  peliey  proposals
being made or disrussed on
rither side.

*The note al Oelober 1R s
a flelen copy of Mr Gilolan’s
idfermal privaie neie senl o
ElIr '“Hlﬂrl';l.. amil lsier wircg-
lsied]l within the Depariment
i Emplyvmenlt. The discus-
#lin  cenlred on Sif  Johe
Domaldson's leclure givem In

1375, and later puklished on |

the rale of labeer eourls,™

Blr ofilnlan's ceaBdeatin)
grvwnnl of his  discacsiong
with Sir Johm, published n
Tima Ol Aoday, sod diled
Cctoher 18, 10&2, 1g bound tn
ridse dqpucslions  abioal (he i
dopendence of (he Judiciary
fram ihe sweenlive, Under
Hritish ecowsdiiulion costom
the jodiciary @5 enlirely
separaie  frem  govermiment,
and dees oot involve iscil in
eiving detailed policy advies.

Im liis disenssions, Si= John
arpned that [ was " ynaiicoe-
tive " that se many indostrisl
relatims seiflemenis were de-
termined * by the balanes of
Power * belwern  employer
and  emplavee. He elabmed
that an * sdeguate alternative
rimedy * would be o widen
the role of ihe eourls —
" empaweriog Lhem lo tackie
almesl any lsswes which pave
tronble as helween employer
and workferce.™

Agcofding in Mr Qwinlan's
minutadEir John said * he
Torm te btk page, esl. B

NGA-
Jjudge
gave
strikes
advice

Conlinaed from page ane

wis nol greally concerned 1|:i-'
suggestions thol some typleal
favups of dispuie esuld Bot
casily be made Justiable; in
his view the poneepl el ® peas
sanphbeness " was  powerful
and widely wsalile, and couris
WETs 1‘.:I.'Jl|.'l'4|lif1 well oxpd Lo
apelving L™

BiF Jolifi propaced thatl cur-
Feni imfuslrial tribumala
could be expanded to * bhe
come in elfect genersl pur-
pose  Ineal lsboar eonrs
There wanald nepd (o e =
sdperior  court {embracing
Emplaymsent Appeal Tribunat
Tancilons]), niscl  like  the
Matlensl Industrial Relatbons
Canrt, though, for diplumatie
repsnns, wilh a  diferent
titke™ Bir John supgesis that
ihe cowurts should lake on
some of the arhitretlan roles
of hodies such wy the conel-
latlam service Acihs, &8 well as
af' arhitration bodiss et 151
for partlcalar [ndustries.

Under * further polnis™
Mr Quinlan  Fplerpreds  Sir
dabn s gialing "l #iriet
logic, Wl wider arranzenents

woere mide Ter parswlng gries

NVagces (hroupgh the &

the Fighil Lo sirike ough "

t be made avallable in the
Felevanl sulject areas.

Lige it cpeal bl 15wl g
! bt possHie o sech b

nelrEriline 1o have Eohierg

i} Jzbosl sirikee 002, por-
nlmlu': et live o Isinissal ) ;
el iU vwumbl Bel be eElil-
male L parsar by siFLe
g-lion a prievonce on which
the coiifls  had miled™  Sir
John saw “no basic thooreti
cal regson why courls could
ool codinlder  Isawes of  pay
and ather  asperis  of  re-
muneration,®  pithoush he
recognised  that  Im practiee
ihis wonld * fol be Neasihie.™

Bir Johm did mot see s
praposcd  expansion 'onf ihe
fdiclary's enie in Indusiriod
relations an H] cruile
mechanlan 1o (i dewn 1he
iaeiofs. e tild NEF Chislilan
in his eenverdation that he
had brereme very  conscinas
fiiring Wi perded #35 presi-
dent af the NIRE. s¢1 up by
thee ileath GGoversmenl Trodus
irisl Helations AP Chsl * the
legal svebesn was @l dn pric-
tlor cvepdianded @8 belween
empkovers Gnd @RfMEE U
rent funetions pag 1hd eouris
zlmnsl enlirely in 1lir
bsisiness  of  redtricling  OF
penalising {he latier, amd mot
of  remedying  thoir  gric-
vamees”

He added that = ihere. was
al presend Lt nwizela
emphasis an remedics for o
dividuals, and wof ennugh oo
remedics Tof unions.’”

Eir Jokn I;.llp;:l'ﬁrll'lﬂ thal &
union shoeuld be pheen  1lae
rizht 13 seck demages Trom
an emplover who kg dis-
mitssed a shop stevard | om
grnunds  which were eseen-
tially smif-anismn"

In 2 mole doted Janmary 0
12381 o Mr J. H. Galkraich,
unilerseerctary o the Indus-
trial relatiaons divicbon af the
Depariment of Emplayment,
Mr Guinian makes cléar how
hie Enlk wih Sir Jokio came

He explaing how the
Secretary of Blale lor
E menl.  Mr - Norman
Tl had been Interested

| In reviewlny the Isdusirial

tribunal syslen.

e s “the. Exehequer
- ellar &l the Exene
pr 3 comlacts for me with
m‘aslrr al 1the Tells You
may like (o ses Lbe notes. |
maide of the vesolling eenver-
sniions. W shoald, 1 think,
ireal them in some  conli-
dence, ns  being nal o oguile
srdinary file nimierial”

Sir Gealfrey Mowe played a

| kv pole as Solicitor {rEneral

hi Me eath's Gavernmsend In
puslring fhrouzh the Indpes
trial Relations Aet of I9TESE
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PETME MINISTER

EVENTS LEADING TO THE CIVIL ACTIONS

1. The He"ﬂengar Newspeper Group operates through companies
at atﬂc&pnrt (Fineward Ltd), Bury, and Warrington (Print
Bervices 3 At Btockport there 15 a closed Shﬂp

for both the NGA and the NUJ: the other two Bites are not
uriuﬂiﬁéﬁj Fuﬂ_égie time the NGA has sought the extension

of the closed shop to Eury and Harrinmtmn but the employees

at these locations havﬂ'nﬂt been in lavour. The Group
has apparently told the EGA that it is not opposed to

extending recognition but that it will not impose it on its
employees without their consent, On &4 July the HGA instruected

its members at Stockport to strike and six of the eight did =o.
e —

= ——

: ——— :
The six strikers were dismissed by the Group on 13 July.
On 29 August the Group's 20 or g0 journalists at Btockport were
instructed by their NUJ KNational Executive to tske supportive

industrial action and stop supplying copy to the production
workers. They did so, spparently with some reluctance.

The Civil Actions.

Injunction against the NIJ

2. The Group took out an injunction against the EEE to stop
them inducing their members to take industrial action. 1
understand thé_arﬂup‘s case to have been that tﬁ;;;-uas no
statutory trade dispute which, under the 1974 Act, there must be
for immunity to apply. Following the 1982 Act, trade disputes

must be between "workers and their ggplﬂgpr". The Group
argued that each éf_ats_ﬁnnntitu&nt companies were separate
employers; there was no dispute between the workers whom

the HGzA wanted to Pepr&sent and their Emplﬂye-, nﬁf‘betwﬁeu

the NUJ members and their E:upl-::!lj'r;lr.r " nor - since the 1982 Act -
‘could there be a trade digpute between the union it:=al1” and enm

employer.
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- An injunction was granted. The union refused to cbey
it but after the Group had begun eontempt proceedinges the
Journalists themselves decided, ageinst union instruetions,
to return to work. On & Ogtober the trade union members held

a ﬁaéiing with their national officers st which it was agreed
that industrial asction should centinua. Substantial picketing
of the Stockport offices took place and 4 of the NUJ members
took strike mction. I understand that the company is not at

present proposing to resurrect the original injunction against
the NUJ.

Proceedings against the NGA.

4. The Gruun have also prﬂr&#dﬂd againah the HGA iteself on two

counts.

logal advertisers asking them 1ut.tﬂlg_ye their :usinaqﬁ to the

—

Group. The Group's case wss based on the following grounds:

~ (a) that section 14(1) of the 1982 Aet removes immunity
from a trade union which organises or threatens industrial
gaction to put pressure on a person to terminate or not to
enter into a contract on the grounds that it ie being, or
would be, performed by non-union semployees,

(b) that sections 14(2) and 14(3) of the 1982 Act removes
immunity {(other than in certain very limited cirscumstances)
from trade unions which organise 'blacking'to put pressure
on non-union firma or on firms which do not recognise a
trade union.

The letters would have been held to be threatening since they
could be read as meaning that the NGA would instruct its members
in other firms to black the business of those advertisers who
did not co-operate. At least one advertiser, the Co-operative
Society; withdrew its advertising from the Group, resulting in

a claimed loss of revenue of £1,300 per week. The proceedings

ﬁmj also sought to end the unlawful picketing at the Group's offices.
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o B The Court hearing took place on 14 October and an
injunction was granted sgainst the NGA on both grounds:

Bes Anmex A, Thae Order stated that the union should refrain
from organising industrial action to put pressure on advertigers
to stop using the newspeper on the grounds that the processing
of their sdvertisments was being done by non-union labour; and

secondly that the unlawful picketing should cease.

Enforcement of the Injunction.

Ga On 17 November Mr. Justice Eastham found that the union wae
in breach of that injunction in respect of (a) further letters
to advertisers and customers (b) continuing unlawful picketing
organised by the union. He féngal the union £50,000.

i On 25 November the High Court in Menchester found that the
anion had been guilty of & further breach of the Order of

14 Oetober by reason of ites picketing sction of 22 November.

It also found that the union was in contempt for failure to pay
the fine of £50,000 imposed on 17 November (in respect of which
failure the Court had of its own motion sought m explanation from
the union). The Court therefore made a further Order imposing
an additional fine of £100,000 on the union; and granting leave
to Mr. Shah to issue a Writ of Bequestration agasinst the union.

8. The HGA applied immediately to the Court of Appeal seeking

a stay of this Order until the Court of Appeal had hesrd the union's
appeal. CGounsel for the union made it clear that "the appeal '
wonld ' against sentence rather than convietion". The Court refused
the stay of execution and confirmed sequestration. The seguestrators
were, however, given two specific instructions: they were to pay
£175,000 into a special account in their own name and, subject to
that having been done, to sllow the union to use its funds and
property for carrying out its every-dey sctivities. The figure of
£175,000 was taken as being the probabl@ maximum liability of the
union on the basis that the fines of £50,000 and £100,000 stood and

Fa
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that the union was liable for an additional sum by way of

costa.

8 On 30 November the union went before the Court and

withdrew its appeal. The Court of Appeal stated that in thoge
gircumstances the Order it had made on 25 November, in effect
limiting the sequestraters, would expire. The union is

therefore again subject to the total eequestration of its assets,
although it has leave to apply to the Manchester High Court

for inastructions to be given to the sequestratorz amelicrating
the effect of the sequestration.

10. The Flaintiffg will, I understand, himself be applying

to the Court complaining of a further hreach of the Court's
original Order of 15 October, which occurred on the night of 29
November.

Sequestration.

11. GSequestration is a process of contempt. The Court

gives leave to the Plaintiff in the proceedings that have led

to the contempt (in this case Mr Shah) to issue a writ naming
four individuals (in this case partners of Price Waterhouse)
ag sequestrators. The writ is addressed to those four persons,
who are officers of the Court and have the responaibility of
geizing all real and personal property belonging to the party

in contempt. Property held in sequestration is not confiscated but
tit  contemner is deprivei of the use of his funds and property.
Once it has been issued the writ of sequestration cannot be
withdrawn without the lesve of the Court and this will not be
given until the contempt has been purged. Any fines which may
heve been imposed on the contemnér will of course be mat from
the sequestrated property,sssd The Court can authorise the
sequestrators to sell personal property although not, it seems,
freshold propertry.
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MESSERGER NEWSPAPERS GROUP LIMITED
]’Jr_tirlllll
=g
NATIONAL GRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION [19E2)

Sued a3 Nationgl Graphieal Assoeialion
Defendant

Counzel [ar the Plaintiff and Counsel for the

Defendant

AnD UPOR READING the aifidavits of Michael Jehn Franklang
sworn on the Jrd Oetober 1983 and of Joha Anthony lbbolson sworn
on the 7ith Oectober 1983 both of which were filed in the actlon
between the parties hereta  jssued out ol Lthe Manchester District
Heglstry of this Court  and rumbered 1883 oM Koo 7333 gnd 1lhe
Alhwdavils of Selim Jeham Shab sworn on the Tih Oetober 1983 and

ol dJdohn Anthony Ibbotson sworn on the 14th Uetober 1083

ANU UPON the Plaintifl wndertaking by its Counsel to pay any

damages suffered by the Delendant as a resull of this order if the
Court be of the opinion that the Defendant has sustamned any

camages which the Plaintiff ought to pay

IT IS ORDERED that:-

tie Delendant whether by ftselfl its servanis o agents or

oclnerwise be restrained from induersy o Bilempiinz 1o indoee

-
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breaking their contracts with the Plaintiff or otherwise

Lo
1=

determining not to enter into a contrset for the supply of

goods or serviced with the Plaimtifi:

the Defendant whether by itself its servants or azents or
olherwise be restrained from inducing or attempling to induece
any of its members or any other person other than those
employed by the Plaintiff o ils sassociated compenies to
refuse to do or disrupt wark in connection with goods or

services to be supplied to or by the Plaintiff or locming part

*

_— TEF 1)
:'r':;ﬂ [Nty

of the process whereby newspapers published by the Plaintiff
gre c¢reated printed and published; save in conmection with
lawful picketing.

Until the hearing of this setion or further apder,

Costs in the Cause

Liberty to apply.

Dated 14th day of Oectobor 1983

Ebirk el

ik by | I b e
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National Graphical Association
{Dispute)

A3 pm

Mr. John Smith (Menklands, East) fby privare noilce)
asked the Secretary of Sfae for Employmear w make &
staternent on the National Grephical Associntion dispule

The Secreiary of State for Employment (Mr. Toan
King}: Before reporting on the current situarion of the
dispute between the Stockpon Messesger Girougy amd the
National Graphical Associstion about the establishment of
closed shop arrangements at the frm's subsiliaries ng
Warington snd Bury, [shoold wdvise the House of the
further developments that kave occurned since | spoke in
the House lest Wednesday in the connection with the High
Courts #dtions. The count on Friday imposed & ferther
L100.000 fne, following the failare of the MNatianal
Graphical Association to pav the: fpe of L£50,000
previously imposed and to obey the Infunction o refrain
from ocganising unlawlul industrial action,

The coun glso ondered the seguestration of the unlon's
nssels, Lader the sume day, the umion aspealed t the Coun
ol Appeal for & stay. of the High Coan's orders, pending
o subetantive appes] against e ofders which s dies o be
hezard tomoreow.

1 understaind that the Court of Appeal esked the union
for an undertaking that it would pay the finos, Mo such
nmlertaking wis piven and the Court of Appeal
mecordingly refussd to stay the orders of the High Coor
buat did limit the sequesiration to £173,000, | understand
that the commissioners ave now secumsd this armomni.

[ alse advised the House last Wednesday that the
Achvisory, Conciliation and  Arhiraton  Service  was
secking to amange a funher meeling between the puiries
b resolve the dispure.. Following certain preliminary
discussions over suceessive days, & meeting took place
hetween the parties under the chiirmanship of ACAS o
Sunday in Muochester, und & funther one ok place
yestorday. Regrettably, agreement did not prove possible.

Mevertheless, ACAS continoed until late last night and
again thiz morning to explore whether an scceptable basis
could be found for a further meeting today.

The union made it clear that it was willing to truvel 10
Manchester fora meeting with Mr. Shah and his Tellow
directors. Mr. Shah confirmed his willingoess o attend
provided that be could have assumnee thet the mass
picketing threatened for Warrington this evening did not
ocedr, The union was oot able o give such an assurance.
I much regrei therefore that it now seems clear thar jt will
ned be peessible Lor o meseting 1o take: place today.

I confirm that ACAS will comtinue the effors that it has
been making throughoot the dispute to find an agreed
sobution, but it is cleary not helped by the ferther threais
of mass picketing which have beén made, Mass picketing
hns B0 plase in indesrial relations in Dritain. Morzover,
in this dispule, moss picketing has  nleeady  been
determined by the couns to be unlawfol and it 15 now
positively frostrating the chance of a settlement

Mr. Smith; Is the Secretary of Stste aware that a local
dispute which was essentially about the reinstatement of
six workers hes been escalated into o serious national
dispute because of the effects of using the Government's
emplbayenl legslaton? Is it oota seripos fault of that

"

waisintion that o legal process 15 set in motion wiich, at
each turn, makss concilistion more- diffcult? Has he
Secreaary of Staee read the anicle which appearsed in
vesterday's Financfel Fimeys which sad:

"It is a weaknsis that spriogs fiom the enhanced power of
management b0 we the ordinary couns of low, nod with o wisw
o produciog = seitlement of an indusirial dispote, ta e Bring
u trade umion o heel™?

Would it nof be appropriate for the Secrstary of State o
figsie that the thrent of more begal action also inhibits useful
diseussons? Weald it oot be sppropriate far the Secretary
of state, m the national inferes:, (o make & special appeal
e both parties to hove further discussions st his mstance?
As his legislation signally fails o recognise the national
milerest, will he make up for that dedect by replacing it with
i persomnsl inifative, which the Dppositiog would support?

Mr. King: The right hon, am! lewrped Geotlemsn said
that the dispite is essentially about reinstatement. In fact,
it ceiginated in the union’s desire © enforee a closed shop
in fwo plants that were pot closed shops. The dismissal of
the six workers was a comsequence of a dispate which
orgingted in o Eifferent way. [1 8 importan) o remember
thai

When the rght hoa. and learised Gentleman inviled me,
a5 he did vesterday on “The World at Cme”, o ensare that
v good offites of ACAS would be nvailable, he spoke,
I believe Bim o hove saicd, with the Full suthority of the
lLeader of the Opposition. He will now be aware that,
while e was inviting me to do that, such talks were taking
place. As | have aleeady made clear, ACAS hes boen
closelv imvolved, That is its proper ke

It will be m maotter of great vegret to nuany fght bon, and
hon, Membess that the right lon, and learmed Gentleman
gsked & private notice question and rexpondesd w my reply
without explaining s aniode o the intimidation nmd
obsrroction thar will oocur 65 3 esull of the NGA's
ievitalion W mass picketing at the Warringion plane. 'Will
he respond on behalf of the Oppositon—I| lope with
the full suthoricy of the Leader of the Cppositiot—and
endorse the staiement of his right hon, Friend the daputy
Leader of the Opposition, who said that industrial disputes
have o be condactad withou! viodencs ancd within the law?

Mr. Smiih;: Is the Secretary of State aware that the
Opposition bave repeitedly made it clear that we deplore
violence in all circomstances? Ts he also awaie that we
have made i clear thei, if the Government expected
unbalznced, divisive and discriminarory legislation o be
accepted without difficulty. teey must have bad a coricus
polion of how that legislation would be applied fo
indusirial dispoies in the real worlds,

I= the Secretary of Stake aware thit, although it is clear
that the courts’ decisions must be obeyed, it i3 worth
bearing it in mind that the decisions which emanate from
discriminatory legislation are, not surprisingly, seen as
stacking the cards en one side? Should be el miow
conciligte rather than score political points?

Mr. King: Perbops 1 might tell the right hon. and
learned Gentflemsn and the Hoose something of which be
and the House were o awane vesterday.  Yesterday,
ACAS was trying 10 achieve o settlement, as it had been
throughout the weekend. It is with the agreement of the
House that that role 5 properly discharged by s
independent service, mot by Ministers imervening,

[ bstened varefully o what the deght bon, and leamed
Gentleman =aid aboot what e calléd observance of the
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tal hallistic missiles, =
arheads have doubled nnd

er has increased by an untold
Frime Minisier eonfronr honesty
orrech the statemient thar she made for
ases ot the G

intermediane weapons that bave bee
amd consader only the fnferconti
il oot frue that the number g#
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en: &g the borden of the hon. Geng n's

Hmenls

08 Dr. Mel askeéd the Prime Mimster i she
will lisl her officinl engagemends for 29 Movember

Mr. Biffen: | hove been asked to-reply
[ redfer the hon, Member o the reply |.1.,!Fl e
TS ALE A8,

Dir. MeDonald: 15 e righit bon, C‘-:ﬂtl-mar' aware thit
figures soon o be publisked by the Health and Safety
Executive show i mse in factory and construction work
deaths during the past bwve years? Despite that fact, are no
the Governmens planminge (o eul the s1afT of 1the Heslth and
Safety Executive? What will the fight hon Gentleman do
aboud hat?

I NOYEMEER 1982

el Adswers

Mr. Biffen: [ do not believe that the position 1% as the
hon. Lady states [[u-.:. gvier, [ shall refer the matier to my
right . Fri ptary of Stwie for Empleyment.

elbow, which 15 why [ thoow

Mr. Latham: Will ny rght hon, Friend confirm tha
industrial relaions legislation iy an aren of the bw on
which the Oovemmnemt bave overahalming and recent
elecioral suppart?

rea i which the

o will stand up and say that the

whether they bedhe Leader of the
amvone elze—und whodwill siay silent.

Mir. Biffem: Absolutely
|1|.:|I:-!|i-: will wing o s
low shatl be o

r. Nelllst: Dioes the Losd Provy Seol dgree thil Lhe
insed mufore of the courts amd the Acts of Parlisment that
(he Conservatives have inmtroduced, when ssed in the
ponlers” dispute in Warinmon  demonstrate that  the
Ciovermment ' s -aim is1o cmascalan: the powoer of tride
uniong o defend théir members" How does he answer the
charge of hypoe j&v in relarion to the'closed shops opermted
by dogliors, @liciors and Je¥yers when be deals with
guestions

;:Iing 1o geiriers in the NGA?

Mr. Bilfen: [.J o nul aecept that ihe courts are partia

in this area.




Tot i {rrapimicm Assoctation {Lispate)|

nw, Will he confirm thit industrial disputes should be
conducted without violence and within the w? Wonld
such & stapemont be made with the full asthority of the
Leader of the Oppositbon?

ht‘eml Hiadi. ﬂr‘lrnlh&l“i Fraie

Mr. Speaker: Order. | remind the House that a privaie
notice guestion i an extension of Queston Timea. 1
propose toallow questions an this statememt until 3.50 pm,

Mr, Fergus Montgomery | Alfoincham and Salel Will
my right hon. Friend ke this opporunity 1o wefl the
hotheods in the Labour pany and the NGA that the way
0 change ||:;.:ih|;.1|i-.:-|| [T [hl.‘l.'&-.l._llh. the ballor Wox and nod
through vinlence and imHmiiatan® Theme arc ulh‘:ad'r-.' i
basloads of people in the Warrington area. Would my right
hon. Friend reiterate that the employers offered o binding
arbifration mod that chis was pefised by the uninn® That
should be  underfined, becaose the Opposition o
apparently nod prepared o sccept that fece.

Is oy vlghe Ty, Frignd aware that the dispute acoumred
because the union was irying o force other momnbers of the
fimm 1 join w wnben agaist their wishes? Will he ask the
Dpposition o ws2 their influence with the umion tohave
the lllegal picketing withdrawn, and then perhaps an
agresment can be meached!

Mr. King: 1 do not wish joday to discuss the individual
merits of the dispute, although [ believe—il is common
knowledge in the press — that an offer of binding
arbitration was put forweand by Mr. Shah, [ am anxious that
this dispute shoubd be settled. [ hope that the ssitlemem
will rake place within the law. T oiso hope that befiore we
izl these exchiroes 2 clear ond unequivocal statememns
weill be muacle on beladl of the Llppos iLpiany Lhat I!hl‘:_'r Belleve
in the mubs of law, thal they deplore vioden and
intimidatory  picketing, and thiot the rule of Iaw s
recognized by all bon. Members

AMr. Robert Litherland (Manchester, Centmmll; Wall
thie Secretary of State o)l Conservative Back Benchers thal
the violence iz nig coming from the NGA pickets but tha
1 caused by he Cioviemiment's |¢Ei5]ﬁtiﬁ|!l? Is it mot ek
time that they repealed the Act and, in the sho wem, ook
non ioitiative o this matter? To zepd the mater w0
arbitration would be o give the blacklegs, the pamsites
and the scabs a say in it Mo made omon in its oght mmsd
woukd accept that.

Mr. King: As the hon. Gentleman will kpow, mass
pi_q_'kl.:1;i|1;q s never besn dccepted ||3.' Hny Gowerneneist of
whatever party, and when it ovolves intimidation or
phstroction it is o criminal offence. I should bove theegh
thai, with his "Manchesicr connections, the hon,
Gientlersnan wousd be apxiows o discourage the problems
that wre hound o anse for the workers &t the plant, the
plekets o the police,

Mr. Tony Favell (Stockpori): Woeuld the Minister
remind Labour Members thot the legislotion which covers
sscondary picketing wos passed in the 1980 Asi? That Act
has already been tested ot the ballet box and was given the
people’s overwhalming appeovel w0 the lasi gepernl
clection.

[ have spoken 1o employees of the Stockporr Messenger
this aftermoon, They are my constituents, They tell me that
hey have an overwhelming desine o have the dispute
settled, But they will not give way to the bullving which

iwd
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has been going on. Up o a thousand pickets nme o
convergmg on Warrington o picket 5 plant where thers ans
never more thin 10 employeess ar any one thme .

Mr. Kilng: Soch mass picketing, ws the code on
picketing made clear, only exacerbates disputes and sours
relmticms e only Between manopement and employees
bui beiween the pickets and their fellow employees. If
people wonder why this proflein has asisen; and other
problems that are difficull o solve, thar is where the
answer may lie

Ax my hon. Frieod confimmed, it is absoluely clear
that, as the requirements of the Taw relnie ooly w pickenng
it or pear the plece of work. the ype of picketing in
question—as - has already been detennined by the court
—is unlawful,

Mr. Doug Hoyle (Warrington, Nomh): Does the
Minister accept that an agreement was teached with Mr.
Shah on the question of the cksed shop and that he reneged
on it. Does that not muks Wi Shal a devious person o
deal with” In the light of this experience, does the Minister
agree that the courts have oo pole o play in Indostrial
relations? Will he now act Tike o stafesman aixd bring the
rwo parties together onder his auspices in order (0 reach
an agresment and Sring this dumiging dispate to an end?

Mr. King: [ do not think that be hon, Gentlemon's
remearks are helpful, He should be sseking o find 2 way
to cnd this damaging dispule.

Il i difficelt to see bow [ could Bring the parmies
tagether when ane of the parties finds it difficelt o jeave
his plant. His workers are facing the threat of thousands
of pickers outside, and it is onderstandable that be
therefore finds i extremely difficull o leave the plant. Far
from heing belpiul, the mass picketing I8 positively
impeding the setilement of the dispute,

Hir Kenneth Lew s (Stamiosd and Spalding): Does my
right hon. Friend agres that the mass picketing would have
taken place arywoy, whether or pot the Goverfment had
passed the Jegislstion, ms it dud before the hegislation
caisied? The only difference is that the Giovernment hawe
made mass picketing tllegal, as the peoplie wished, wisl e
urthon las oo right 1o use it

Mr. King: It has always been illegal to obstract the
highway or to intimidate people when going to their place
of woek. T am plad to have the eodorsement of the
chairmien &f the Labous party on this poing, because he
pppeared fo seggest that there was a call in the Labour
party o support the umion in encouraging breaches of the
law. [ am refemring to encournging and paying peopds o
come from other pers of the couniry o suppiot (e
pickels. [mierriepinm. | The bhon, Member savs thit that 18
untue, bat [ have the evidence here feom one bramch
offering funds to union members to come from other pars
of the country to support the pickets o Warrington,

Mr. Martin J, O'Nelll (Clackmannan): This dispute
iz clearly u prodect of the unworkiable legisianon amd the
untrustworthiness of the employer who has reneged
repeatedly on  undenskings, and  has  Bigteared
concilingion,

Mr. King: The hon. Member has o conpection with the
printing industry, He may have worked in i, as 1 did for
a number of years. We both know that mass picketing by
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people unconnedted with the finm has never been par of
proper British industrisl relarions and {5 exiremely
daimaging; not least vo the rade anions thenselves.

Mr. Tan Wrigglesworth (Stockion, Soumh): Some
peopie are secking to vse this dispute as a battering ram
1o defeat by unconstituiionnl means the legistation 1o ake
the matter before the courts. My right hon. and hon
Friends and [ deplore the action being taken owtside the
luw wef stronaly support the commnent by the depary leader
of the Labour parmy that the NGA should obiey the Law,

Mr. Ring: I would be epcowmging if the hoa
Cienlleman™ forthright condemnation wers echoed by
ather Members on the Opposition Beaches, Thee s oo
great enthusiasem feoon some right hon, amd bon, Members
an the Opposition Front Bench o nse (o their feel, The
House will deaw s own conelusions from thas:

Mr. Richard Hickmet (Glanford and Scunthorpe):
[ o=y the Secretry of State nocepl that the presenn dispube
hus pothing (o &0 with employment legislation bat s an
enample of the anarchy pressncdy muling in Fleer siree?
What is the fotore for Fleet strest when menshers of the
NOA are apparcatly currently carming up 1o £700 a week
and new machinery cannod be ftroduced?

Mr. King: | should not like 1o speculate on the futare
of Flegt stréet, but it will be plain to anyvons that the actions
of certiin workers in walking out and striking, as they did,
conmot improve Flest street™s prospects and can only sarve
o demage their prospects and those of other workers in
Fleet strest

Mr. Ron Leiphton (Néwham. Northi-East): The Hoase
will know that 1T nm a member of Sopar "8E2. Wil the
secretury of State confirm that the substapee of this
dispute is the re-emplovment of six men? Will he funther
confiom that after Mr. Shah reneged on his first agreement,
a5 the Secretary of Stawe spid, further negotiations ook
place last Sunday when Mr. Dubbing speat the wheole day
with the company and Mr, Shah agreed to 261 Up a separite

gnterprise bo re-employ those six men? Sioce then M
Shinh bas repeged ngain. In those circumsiantces, does the
Secretury of State sgree that, imstosd of wheelng oul
judges who hand o fines of E30,000, £100, 006,
£250,000 and £10 million, it woeld be far benar for him
tor use his offices of conciliation to seak the re-empglovment
of those sic men and settbe this dispun:?

Mr, King: May [ start by correcting what the hon
Crentlemen said” It is 2 fallacy 1o say fhar this dispae
originated in and is abowt the seinstatemant of six mea.
B abour the esinblishment of closed shops al the
Warrington and Bury plants. The workers at Siockyon
wore subsequently called oul by their union a1 ancther
plant in sapport of the action in the two other plants. Thst
is Mow the dispule onginated, The question of
reimdnlemend arose when those six emplovees: went on
sirike and were subsequently dismissed. The origin af this
disgpute iz the estahlishment of closed shops §6 the twa
other plants.

Poscible ways of pesulving this mailer baive been
discussed. ACAS represenmbives have been actively
involved in wying to find some way of resolving it. One
of the ideas weas the one mention=d l‘l}' the hon, Gentleman
[tere 8 ool the shighlest prospect of such idess ‘being
camed [orwand (owards the settlement tha most be
achiaved unless there can be p mesting of the people
ivolved, That meeting will not be possible if one of the
parties t0 the mesting 5 bamcaded in hiz plant by
thowsands of people demonsirating.

Mr. Dennis Skinner {Bolsever): On a point of crder,
Mr. Speaker. | wonder whether, if yoo hawe time during
the course of the day, you will be able to carry out research
into the nomber of occasions that the House las baen
discussing 4 Bill when Ministers have prgued that the law
15 the Taw and reast be obeyed and such lnows subsequently
hive been dropped by the Govermment? Yoo might find
Hmie i 197 1 the Govemmen| were urguing that the law was
the low but that before we hod reached the end of tha
Parlinment they had dropped the legislation.

Mr. Speaker: It mighi be an interesting piece of
ressarch but I do not think that it s a matber for me.
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Andrew Turnbull

Private Secretary

Prime Minister's Dffice

10 Downing Street

LONDON 5SW1 November 1983
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STOCKPORT MESSENGER DISPUTE

I enclose a note about this dispute which my Secretary of S5tate
has approved. As you asked, we have gone into some detail
dbout the history and legal implications of the dispute to

give the Prime Minister the full picture. My Secretary of State
Will keep the Prime Miniszter informed as matters develop. He is
in touch particularly with the Home Secretary over the policing
jssues raised by the dispute.

1 am copying this to Bob Whalley (Lord President's Office),
Tony Rawsthorne (Home DOffice), David Heyhoe (Lord Privy 5eal's

Office) and Callum MecCarthy (Department of Trade and Industry).

frr reet
-

4 B SHAW
Principal Private Secretary
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@LRITS OF DISPUTE

GOVERNHENT SHOULD
IRTERVERE

{1GHT TO PICKET

POLICL ROUeH TACTICS

HﬁiTEHSLLTﬁHEFFER
LLOTES

WGA DISPUTE

THE DISPUTE IS A LONG AND COMPLEX ONE AND
EFFORTS ARE STILL REING MADE BY THE PARTIES
INVOLVED TO RESOLVE 1T. OQUTSIDE ASSISTANCE
IS MUCH BETTER PROVIDED BY ACAS THAN BY WORDS
IN THiS House,

RECEMT EVENTS DEMONSTRATE PRECISELY THE
OPPOSITE. HAD 1T NOT BEEN FOR THE 1980 anp 1982
hcots, THE MESSENGER GROUP WOULD HAVE HAD NO
RECOURSE AGAINST THE SECONDARY PICKETING THAT
TOOK PLACE,

F]NES HAVE NOT BEEN IMPOSED FOR ACTIONS DIRECTLY
RELATED TO THE DISPUTE, BUT WERE IMPOSED BY THE
COURT EOR CONTEMPT, CLEARLY no UnION caM PUT
ITSELF ABOVE THE Law,

THE ORIGINAL DISPUTE 15 FOR THE PARTIES TO
RESOLVE WITH THE HELP OF ACAS. THE FINE AND
SEQUESTRATION WERE IMPOSED BY THE COURTS AND THE
LOVERNMENT HAS NO SCOPE TO INTERVEKNE.

LAW DOES NOT, AND NEVER DID, GIVE PICKETS
IMMUNITY FROM THE CRIMINAL LAW IF THEY USE
VIOLENCE, INTIMIDATION AMD OBSTRUCTION. ATTEMPT
BY SHEER WEIGHT OF MEMBERS TO OQBSTRUCT DO NOT
CONSTITUTE PEACEFUL, LAWFUL PICKETING,

POLICE ARE COPING RESPONSIELY WITH A VERY
DIFFICULT TASK PRESENTED BY SEVERAL ﬁﬁHﬁEﬂ#ﬁﬁ:Eu
PICKETS,

HATTERSLEY "THOSE OF US WHO BELIEVE THE LAW TO
BE WRONG HAVE TO CHANGE 1T RATHER THAN BREAK IT,
Herrer "THE NGA AwD 17S" MEMBERS MUST BE FULLY
SUPPORTED .., NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL LABOUR

FarTy MEMBERS TO GIVE E,VERY PRACTICAL SUFFORT
CAN INSIDE AND OUTSIDE PARLIAMENT




&

" @ CURRENT LEGAL PROCELDINGS

THE FDILLOWING CASES ARE STILL SUB JUDICE;:

(1)

[HE WGA 15 APPEALIMG BOTH AGAINST THE INJUNCTIONS

[0 STOP PUTTING PRESSURE ON ADVERTISERS NOT TO USE

MESSENGER BROUP NEWSPAPERS AND TO CEASE ORGANISING

UNLAWFUL PICKETING, AND AGAINST THE FINES IMFOSED FOR

FAILING TO OBSERVE THE INJUNCTION ON PICKETING,

THE BESSENGER GROUP HAS ERDUGHT AN ACTION FOR DAMAGES
achaINsT THE NOGA RELATING TO A DECISION BY REED
INTERNATIONAL UNDER HOT TO InJECT EAC,000 INTO THE

GROUP, ALLEGEDLY UNDER PRESSURE FrROM THE NGA.

CRIMINAL CHARGES HAVE BEEN EROUGHT AGAINST A

MUMBER OF THE PICKETS,

FLEET STREET HKEWSPAPERS MAVE THREATENED TO I1SSUE WRITS

FOR DAMAGES BUT THIS HAS NOT YET BEEN CONF IRMED,




THE STOCKPORT MESSENGER DISPUTE

Tha Messenger Group of Newspapers comprises separate

gompanies operating at Stockport, Warrington and Bury
employing 120 people. It produces free newspapers. The
National Graphical Society (NGA) had a closed shop agreement
covering printers in the Stockport company and last year it
tried to HE%ETE.EiFilaF agreements covering employees at_fﬁe

new nﬂmﬁ;nies then Eeing set up at Bury and HEEriﬁEtdh+ The
union alleges that the Group initially agreed to this but
later broke the agreement. The employees at Bury and
Warrington, however, are reported to have voted unanimously
during the summer against unionisatlion in secret ballots

organizsed by the managements.

2 The NGA called ita Stockport members out on strike in
July and they were subsequently diamissed by the company.
Industrial action then intensified involving at one time or
another unlawful action by members of the National Union of
Journalists (NUJ), unlawful picketing (including maas

pleketing) and unlawful presaure on advertisers not to use the

Group .

Legal proceedings by the Group

3. The Group invoked the provisions of the 1980 and 1982
Employment Acts in four separate cagses:-

(1) An injunaotion ordering the NUJ to stop its
membera blacking work being done by workers recruited to
replace the dismissed NGA membera. The NUJ members
obeyed (againat their union's advice), though some have
sinoce refused to cross picket lines and have gone on
strike. :




(ii) in injunction ordering the HGA to stop putting
pressure on advertisers not to use the Messenger Group

newspapers,

(1i%) A further injunction ordered the NGA to cease

organising unlawful picketing.

(iv) An action for damages againat the NGA, relating
to a decislon by Reed International not to inject
£30,000 inoto the Group, has yet to ba heard.

L. The provisions of the 1980 and 1982 Acts on which the
group's ocasez rested were:

Cases (i) and (iv): Section 18 of the 1982 Act narrowed
the definition of "trade dispute" to disputes between
employees and their employers {(ie nol between employees

and other employers or between frade unions and

employers).

Case (fi): Section 14 of the 1982 Act remcved immunity
from actions whioch induca firma to terminate or not to

enter into contracta with non-union firma in
contravention of section 13 of the Act.

Case (iii): Section 16 of the 1980 Act restricted the
immunity for acts committed during plcketing, which
would otherwise be in breach of the civil law, to aots
done by pickets at their own place of work (for the

purpose of peaceful persuasion). A note on the law
relating to picketing is at Annex 1.

o The NGA's policy is to oppose the ¢paﬂatinn of the Acts

and not tu cﬂnfurm with Euurt urders made under them+ Dﬂ




17 November the High Court, on the appliecation of the
employer, fined the union £50,000 for contempt in failing to
obay the injunctions relating to the picketing and to the
pressure on advertisers. On 25 November the Court impossd a
further £100,000 fine because unlawful picketing was
continuing at the Warrington company and ordered segquestration
of all the union'a assats.

appealed_gp the Court of Appeal fur_a stay of the High Court's
é;EE;;. pending a possible substantive appeal (alsoc to the
Court of Appeal) against the orders. Having heard from the
HNGA's Counsel that the union would not give an undertaking to
pay the fines {f the subsatantive appeal proved unsuccessful,
the Court of Appeal refused to grant a stay but limited
Saguestration to £175,000 (ie £150,000 in fines plus £25,000
for costs which have also been awarded against the NGA). Four
partners iln Price Waterhouse have been appointed as
sagquestratorse and can be axpected to act as soon as they have
assessed the most appropriate assetz to saize, irrespective of
whather the union proceeda with its substantive appeal. !t is
not yet clear whether it will do so, but this Wednesday

{Eﬂ November) would be the likely date for a hearing.

Legal action by Fleet Street employers

6. NGA members employed by national newspapers in London
and Manchester went on atrike over the weekend Iin support of
the Stockport Measenger action which resulted in the loss of
Saturday and Sunday's national newspapers. It is being
alleged that thia was spontaneous action and not under
inatruotiona from the NGA. The NGA inatructed its members to
return to work on Sunday afternoon and five national
newspapers have resumed production today (Monday). These are
the Financial Times, Daily Telegraph, Mail, Morning Star and
Guardian. The six newapapers which have not restarted
production sacked their NGA employees for being in breach of




their employment contracts on Sunday on not receliving an

asaurance from the NGA that further action In support of the
Meszenger dlzspute would not be taken. A Ffurther demand for
such an assurance has been made today with the threat that
theszse six newspapers will stop all publications and start
dismissing other employeas if thia is not forthecoming. All
the national newspapers are reported tec be issuing writs for
damages against the NGA. These cases however are unlikely to
be heard for some time.

The picketing and police action

T. In recent weeks the unlon has concentrated picketing on
the Group's Warrington company. Picketing has been
concentrated on the days when the newspapers are actually
produced. Secondary pickets have been brought in from various
parts of the country. At its height the picketing has
involved several hundred people.

8. While peaceful picketing has some limited civil law
protection (s3ee Annex 1), thias does not apply to the criminal
law and the police are free to take action to maintain the
peace and prevent the commission of offences. The principal
tactic of the pickets in this case has not been to use
violence but to try to obstruct acecess by weight of numbers,
Production has not been halted and the police have maintained
access. There have been a few minor injuries. The most
serious injury to a police oficer, one whose leg was broken,
was not the result of violence, but of a wall collapsing on
him. Since 8 November there have been 37 arrests, most for
minor publie order offences and cbstruction, although a few
for assault including a kick at a female officer. Some of the

cases remain sub judice.




lne TUC

9. Thus far the TUC has adopted an equivecal attitude. At
the meeting of the General Council on 23 November, Mr Murray
urged that the NGA should be advisad to abide by the Court's
orders and not reaist the payment of fines. He was not
Successful. The General Council's decision was to broadly
Support the NGA's case against the employer, to urge a
conciliated settlement by ACAS and to accept that under the
TUC's poliey that the NGA had a claim for its assistance. It
nevertheleas stopped short of any pledge of financial or
industrial asaistance and did not explicitly support the NGA's
refusal to obey the Court's orders and to pay fines. Mr Murray
stressed publicly that the TUC did not aupport violent
picketing. A number of individual union leaders have said
publicly that the NGA should obey the law, on the other hand
some have been ready to pledge full and unqualified support
for the NGA's stance.

Parliamentary interest

10. Andrew Bennett MP, (Labour) unsuccessfully sought an

early day motiog on 3 November (econdemning the Messenger Group
for bréiﬁlng"“}reely agreed contracts™ with the NGA).

Fergus Montgomery MP, condemned the NGA tactics in an

ad journment debate on 8 November., Last Wednesday {23 November)
Mr Montgomery asked a private pnotice question: the relevant
extract from Hansard is at Annex 2. PNQ= from

Mr Ian Wrigglesworth (SDP) and John Smith (Offiecial Opposition
Spokesman on employment) for today were disallowed by the
Speaker's office (presumably becausze of the aspects of the
dispute which are sub judice). Lord Harris has put down an
unstarred question for Thuraday (1 December). It ia highly
probable that a PNQ will be allowed tomorrow and theres could
we2ll be pressure for a debats,




11. Throughout the dispute ACAS has endeavoured te assist the
pParties and on 20 November an agreement fin principle was reached
in which the NGA was granted recognitien in respect of the Bury
and Warrington plants but no longer insisted on full closed shops.
However, the emplayer refused to re-instate the six NGA members
who had been dismissed and the NGA insisted on re=jnstatement.
Additionally the NGA sought the continuance of & full closed shep
8t Stockpert.

12. With ACAS's assistance, talks between the parties were
resumed over the weekend. This led to the Messenger Group
agreeing to draft terms for a settlement which were censidered
8t a3 joint meeting today. It had become apparent that the MNGA
Wwas anxious to settie the dispute if possible. Agreement
however did not prove possible. At present there are no firm

proposals for further negotiations.

13. The TUC's Employment Committee 1is meeting this evening te
consider the position, but unless there is an unexpected
development the Likelihood is that untawful picketing will be
resumed tomorrow and the Messenger Group had said that they would
then return te the High Court with évidence of continuing
contempt. Further, Larger fines might then be expected,

14. There is no scope for direct interventien by the Government,
The Court orders must be enforced and the fines paid. The
Government cannot intervene directly to seek to secure a
settlement of the industrial issues in dispute, such possibilities
45 may now arise can only be explored by ACAS. The Government's
position must be to continue to make clear that the Law must be
observed, to emphasize that the dispute argose on an attempt to

enforce closed shops by industrial actien on unwilling employees

and to condemn mass and violent picketing.




ANNEX 1

Picketing and the law

Where pickets induce a breach of contract, or threaten
to do so, they have immunity from actiens in tort if - and
enly if = they are attending at or near their own place of
work for the purpose (Section 16 of the Employment Act 1980)

of peacefully persuading someone not to work.

r The Code of Practice on picketing issued by the Secretary

of State for Employment must = by wvirtue of section T of the

1980 Act - be taken into account by the courts where they
consider its provisions to be relevant to any proceedings.
The Code recommends, against other things, & maximum of =six
pickets at each factory entrance and this may be relevant.
for example in establishing whether picketing has gone beyond

peagceful persuasion.

135 Pickets have no immunity from criminal offences. These
may result for example from intimidation, obstruction of the
entrance to a workplace or breaches of the peace. It 3= far
the police to decide when criminal offences have arisen or are
Likely to arise and to take any action which they consider

NECESSAry,
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3.3Z pm

Mr, Speaker: Before calling the hon. Member for
Alrincham and Sale (Mr. Monigomeny) o ask & private
nodice gquestion, I must tell the House that 1 understand that
the trade union in dispuie with the Messenger Group
Newspapers has been ondered by the High Coun 1o appear
before it on Friday regarding pon-pavment of a fine. The
Messenger Group bas issved 2 wnt for sequesiration,
which will be heard ar the same time. | must, therefone,
disallow any reference in QuEsIons [0 these matters before
the coun as being sub judice.

Mr. Fergus Montgomery (Alrincham and Sabe) by
privare . notice) asked the Secretary of Swmwe for
Employvment whether be would make a statement about the
industrizl dispute with Messenger Group Newspapers.

The Secretary of State for Employment (Mr. Tom
King): As the House will know, there haz been a dispute
over the past year between the Stockpon Messenger Group
Mewspapers and the Mational Graphical Association in
connection with the eswablishmenl of closed shop
agreements at the fimm's swhsidianes at Warringron and
Bury. As a result of action waken by the union during the
dispate, the Messenger Group sought an injunction against
the union in the High Court. The injunciion was gramed
reguiring the union to desist from organising unlawlul
industrial action. The ¢oun subseguently found that the
injunction was nol being observed and imposed a8 fine of
£30,000 on the National Graphical Association for breach
of that injunction. The fine bas not been paid, and |
understund that the High Coun has now directed that it
wishes to deal with the nop-payment of the fine on Friday
of this week

As the Howse will also konow, there have been
intermittant incidents of intmidetory picketing #1 different
plants culminating in the mass picket ot Wamingion los:
night, One policeman was seriously injured. 1 understand
that @ number of ammests have been made. Criminal charges
have almeady been brooghn sgaine thoge involved in earlier
incidents and further charpes may be made against those
arrested last night

In connection with the substance of the dispue, the
Advisory, Concilistion and Arbirarion Service has
already been involved in seeking w assis the parties o 8
resolution of this dispute. | understand that the conciliation
service is seeking o armnge a further meeting of the
parties very shortly.

Whatever the arguments in relation to the dispute, |
bope that both sides of the House will join with me in
deploring the disgraceful behaviour that occomred ar
Warringion last night and to reaffirm that such conduct has
oo placs in industrial relstbons in this covntry, and that the
law must be observed,

Mr. Montgomery: Is my dght bon. Friend aware thar
the workers wene olfered the choice of joining the National
Graphical Association, that the union had a chance w pul
5 case, and afer & pecnel ballor the workers decided thas
they did not want 1o kin the union? Ls my right hon. Friend
turther aware that the union has accepted that point?

On Sunday there wit a 13-hour meeting between the
two parties and ACAS. The point of difficulty seems o be
the re-empioyment of the six people who withdrew their

1T
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labour, Thal difficulty bas arisep becguse the other
employees in the erganisation are nod happy to have those
people back — [Interrupiion. | — because for 20 weeks
people have suffered haressment and intimidaion fom
those people and the cther union bullyboys. Why did we
enach the Emploviment Act 19E2 if i1 is 1o be :Enm‘ed by
such peopie’ | bope that the Government will make their
position clear, becaose & small firm is being intimidated
by & union

Mr. King: Had it n been [or the 1980 and 1982 Acts,
the Messenger Group would have had no recourse agains
the secondary picketing thar fook place, and the amempls
o breach other contracts, which were pan of the substance
of the complaimt to the count in respect of which the
injunction was granted.

[ know that my hon. Frced will also accepr thai.
whatever be the system of Jaw, it has been accepted by
every parly 1o the House and by successive parmes when
in govermment that picketing s Jawfel only when 51 52
peaceful, Intimidation and obstruchon are  criminal
offences, and the law must be observed

Mr. John Smith (Monkinds, Eastk Does the
Secretary of State agree that & politically-inspired private
nodice guestion does oot belp the solutkon of 8 sensitive
fndustrial dispue? Tnferruption. ] Hon, Gemilemen who
prociaim the rule of law should listen w0 erticism in
reasanable silence. Is the Secretary of State aware that the
Dpposition deplore violence and extend their svmpathy o
anyone affected by jit? Will he egually recognise thar the
Mational Graphical Association issued a leaflet 1o those
invilved in the dispule? 1 gquote from i

“Cmn behalf of the Orgerising Committes it Is roguested tha
the demomsirabon remains peaceful med vou st asked oot B
anack the building or be provoled o using vielencs ™
Deoes the Secretary of Stale accept. if he can bear me above
the interruption: from behind him, thai the oade union
myolved acted responsibly in giving that advice o s
members? fInterruption. ] May 1 say in the presance of the
Sccretary of Swawe that the conduot of Conservative
Members is oot consistent with the type of order that they
proclaim to those involved in industirial disputes?

The sibstance of the dispute is the serions mater with
which all those involved in senthing it are concerned. Diose
the Secretary of Stae accept that it is an extremely serious
dispute with the podential for spreading rapidly throwghoot
this sector of British industry? Ts fod the dispute within the
area of seitlement a5 what 18 now at stake is no more than
the jobs of the six NGA members who were dismissed by
Mr. Shah?

15 not the most imporiant part of the Secretary of S’y
statement his reference o the ACAS mestung™ Should he
nod now pevive the old Mimstry of Lsbour tradition of
punng the Government’s weighi behind conciliation and
the resolution of the dispure as early a5 possible?

Mr. King: I am sure that the whole House will hope
ihat the further mesting that ACAS is seeking 10 amange
will be helpful in resolving the core of the dispuie, While
the cnpginal substance of the dispue is important apd jes
resolution will help to remove this problem, | cannot walk
away as readily as the right hom, and learmed Gentleran
from the evenis of last night and the tvpe of behaviour that
tock place.

The nght hon. and bearmed Gentleman accused my hon
Friend the Mamber for Alrinchzsm and Sale (37
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Monigomerv) of akking a politcally-motivated. question,
as though he iz supposed o ignore the incidents that touk
place last night and on earlier occasions affecting his
constinvensy and constitwents. The right hon, and learned
Gentlerman knows that T referred fo0 the intermmitent
dispures al the variowes slanis and o the serinusness af this
matter. 1 hope that the right hon, and learned Gentleman
was 0 equivocating in any way on what [ wok o be s
categonc demal of violence in picketing. 1 am pleased to
gy that | undersiand that the TUC has also 1ssued ‘8
statement condemning the use of vielence. [ hope that the
right hon, and leamed Gentlemon and his right hon.
Friends will lend their pood offices to ensure thal every
effon s made w prevént any recurrence of this ype of
action

Severnl Hon. Members rose

Mr. Spesker: Order. Before [ call another hon
Member 10 speak. 1 should say that a privie notice
question s an extension of Cuestion Time. T propose o
allow guestions op this statement o continue ungil 3,55
pm. We have a further statement and an Opposition day
debate thereafier,

Mr. Tim Rathbope (Lewes): Does my right bon.
Friend accept that the forces of law must be sulficient o
moeel the peeds of the law? Is e reassured that the [aw as
it stands is sufficient in @15 scope to meel episodes such as
this and that the forces of law, pasticularly the police force
complement, are large enough ard well emough trained o
meet incidents such as that which occurred the other
evening?

Mr. King: Thar is not a matter for me. It is first the
responsibility of the chief constable concerned. My hon.
Friend will wish 10 pay trabute o the fact that, after the firse
problems the police encountersd, they ook the necessary
steps to ensure that the mass picketing and the obsmuction
and intimidation did por prevent the progress of the
business,

Mr. Doug Hoyle (Wamrington, Morh): First, does the
Secretary of State accept that the constituency involved is
not that of the hon. Member for Altrincham and Sale (Mr.
Montgomery) but 15 my coastituency and that his bon
Fricnd is interfering in my consfituency without even
having the decency to tell me that he proposed o able this
guestioa? Is pot the bully boy in this case ihe employer,
because he brought i paramilitary thugs with dogs, which
inflamed passions? Is not that the reason why violence
oogurmed !

Secondly, does the rght hon. Gentleman accepd that
there could be an agreement? The right hon. Gentleman
has admitted that the union has been flexible and that the
TUC is backing the union in this dispute. Is he aware that
if only the employer would stop victimising the six
members and reinstate them the dispute could be owver
T

Mr. King: | recognise, and | sought to make it ¢lear
~—I think the hon. Gentleman heard me say it—that the
company 15 affecied af three plants in three constiiuencies.,
A pumber of hon, Members are affected, and, indeed, my
hon. Friend the Member for Alrincham and Sale has
already raken the trouble to mise the matter on the
Adjournment. [do oot know whether the hon. Member for
Warringion, Morth {Mr. Hoylke) tock pant in that debate.
[ shall not enter today into the merits of the dispute, which

m
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| b £ Can ha discussed ar ACAS and resslved. However,
it distresses me that the hon Member [or W ATINEIOn
“omh can speak but witer nol o siogde word of cribism or
depreciation abow the scenes of violence, which have no
part in proper industral relations ko this country.

Sir Kenneth Lewls (5tamford and Spalding): Does my
right hon. Friend -agree that many of the pickets at the
factory gates came from other pams of the country and, in
fairmess io the NOGA, wene probably members of othe
wmions™ Is it not againss the principles of picketiong and an
abuse of the law that they should do thai?

Mr. King: As the company involved employs only 120
people it i clear that a picker of 1,000 or mose must be
a breach of the law. Tt & well known and bas been acoepiad
by Covernments of both paries that intimudation and
phstrzction are criminal offepzes that have no place in
peaceful picketing.

Mr. Ron Leighton (Mewham, Nosh-Easth As =
member of a separate print tmade vrdon, Sogat "82, [ should
Like toask the Secretary of Sate whether he recopnises thal
we arc dealing with an emplover who rencges on
agreements. Secondly, does he appreciate that the NGA
has bent over backwards to reach agreement 1o thes case
to the =xienl thar it has resched & provisional sgreement,
a copv of which | have with me, that all emplovees at Bury
and Warrington will stay in their jobs and only new
emplovees will be members of ihe union? Thirdly, 15 he
gware that the séeven members of the NU] who took
industrial action have been taken back by the employer bui
that ke is refosing 1o take back six members of the NGA?
That is the sole issue in dispute. | urpe the right bon
(eatleman 1o ose his offices of conciliaton o per an
agresment (o Eake those six men back. Would it oot be a
pity to have industrial Armageddon over six men?

If those principally concerned go down the road of
stealing the property of the union and secking to destroy
it, mot only will that be bad for industrial relations—do
ol expect any more copies of Hanyargd op peWspapers
— by the sare will be biting off more than i can chew

Mr. King: 1 know enough ohout the background of the
dispute o know that every one of the statements that the
hon, Genfleman has made (o the Howse is itself the sabject
af bimer argurment in this controversy. That reinforces my
judgment that | de not propose at the Dhspatch Box 10
comment on any of his memarks.

Mr. Tooy Speller (Devon, Nonh): May | remind my
right bon. Friend that there are victims well bavond this
intermecine war? The public will be deprived of the
newspapers: and Gtles thar they are used o, retzil
distributors and newsagents will suffer finoncial boss, and,
a5 usaal, the public will suffer. On seeking to resolve the
dispute, will my right hon. Friend remember the public
interest, which s paramount in all things?

Mr. King: There are procedures and ways in which
disputes of this type can be resolved and should be
resolved without industrial action but, if it 1akes place, it
should at least be conducted within the law, What is
unacceptable to the people of this coumry is that people
shoold refuse to observe the law,

Mr. Andrew F. Bennett (Denton and Reddish): Is the
Minister aware that there is mounting anger in Stockport
uver the fact thal this dispuie could have been setled by
agreement at the beginning of the week had Mr. Shah not
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refused o take back the six workers in Stockpor, in my
constituency, who throughoo this peried have observed
the law and picketed in the most respectable way? Will the
Governmen! pow vse their good offices 1o persusde Mr.
Sheh o rernstate the six people and thereby have the whole
dispitte settled” Wil the right hon. Gentleman rermember
that the reasen why these people are nod being allowed to
go back are the blacklegs who have been recruited since
and who object to them returmning 1o work?

Mr. King: The House will have heard my hon. Friend
the Member for Alrincham and Sale (Mr. Monotgomery]
refer 1o allegations about the condect of some of the
memeers of the firm who were sffected in that way, and
the question of thelr reinsatement obviously amuses
cosiderable controversy. 1 shall nod emter imto that
because that mamer is. | endersiand, now ml the hean of
the resolution &f the |1n.'b||.'m ALOAS 1= givj_‘.g the maner
is close anention and is seeking to arrange a meeting, and
I ghall oot enter into the pros ahd cons of i at this stape.
1 say unequivocally that, whatever be the pros and cons in
terms of the original dispute, illegel and intimidatory
action of the kind we have seen and erimingl behaviour are
intoizrable.

Sir [l‘l-lﬂl:_'r Smith Warwick and ]..nud:n.-wjl,_:q:ll.
However big or small the case, will my rght hon. Friend
corfirm that in a orue democracy the law, and the will of
Parliamem which passes the law of the country, must in
the end prevail?

Mr. King: That & what I bave been secking
reinforee 10 the House today. The wade urnions enjoy
certain mghts and privileges—whatever tifle ope gives
them—of immunity onader the law and are protected by
the law, and 1f is o= much in their interest in the long run
that the law should be observed by sthers; they should
insisl that their members also abserve the law . 1 trust that
the TUC, having condemned violent behaviour, will take
every posiible sep 1o ensure thar o such events occur
REEID.

Mr. Norman Atkinson (Totienham): On a pomi of
order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: 1 would rather oot take a point of onder
B This moment.

Mr. Atkinson: Omn @ point of order, Mr. Speaker, T
wish 1 refer e vour ruling——

Mr. Speaker: Order
Mr. Atkinson: —when you reled——
Hon. Members: Sit down

Mr. Speaker: Opder. Isaid thar this was an extention
of Question Time. I will take time out of thar if 1 take
points of onder at this stage. If the hon. Genleman wishes
1o raise & point of order, 1 will wke 1 sfiervands.

Mr. Atkinson: On & point of order,——

Mr. Speaker: Very well, bt 1 must ell the hon
Member that taking his point of arder now is taking dme
oul of the privale nolice question

Mr. Atklosen; 1 bope thar you will allow the tme, Mr
speaker, becanse my point of order relates to an mmportan
matter on which you heve ruled. You said that #t was sub

e
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judice w refer 1o charges which are to come before the
onurt. However, that did not prevent the Miniswes from out
of hand condemmning workers in relation o charges on
which they have nov yel appeared before any court. The
Minisier said thal those workers were already guilty —
Hrderruption.] and he ssked Opposition Members io
condemn their behavioor as though they had atready been
found guilty of those offences. Should you nol prevent the
Minister from refernog to that issue, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: The Miniszer bas not talked abown the
guilt of individwals in this case. When | granted this prvate
notice guestion, information about the maner going before
the courts was not known, and that is why | made the
statemend that | did,

Mr. Robert Parry (Liverpool. Riversidei: Is the
Secretary of State aware that | had & long meeting last
Satusday with the full-time secretary and oficials of the
NGA a1 which strong allegations were made of police
brutality againsd pickers? [Hox. MeEMeeERS; “Shame. "] Is
be further avware that 8 number of pickets suffered head nnd
leg injuries and coocussion aod that one of my
consttuents, Mr. Peter Stanton, whose height ix less than
3 It and who weighs less than eighn stone, bas o factured
shoulder bone? Will the right hon. Geptleman urge the
Home Secretary (o have words with the Cheshire police for
& coolmyg down of tempers” The NG A members regres the
imjuries to 8 police officer in the early hours of thas
morning. Iv he aware tht i acton is not token to conl
down the situation this will fam out 10 be the Gruswick
of the north?

Mr. King: Thers is a proper procedure for charges or
complaints of that kind and that censinly should be
observed because nobody condones that sort of behaviour.
The hon. Gentleman calls for & cooling down of the
situation. I sugpes that anything he can do to discoarnge
such an sisembly of pickes be should do; the assembly
of, | understand, nezrly 1,000 people outside the
Warringion plant eould hardly be a comtribution to a
cooling down of the sifustion,

Mr. Alistair Burt (Bury, Morth): Is my right hon.
Friend aware that my constieents working on the
Messenger newspaper voted on the closed shop issue some
weeks ago, wvoied onanimously o Aagainst and, as &
consequence of that, now have pickens af their door? Does
he agree that the Nationel Graphical Association shoukd
call off is threat 10 my constinnents lvelibood, look after
the business of those who have chosen 10 represent them
and leave my constituents alooe?

Mr. King: ] am aware of reports of the ballots that were
taken and | undersiand that, according to those reports in
both plants concemed there was & majorry  against
membership of the NGA, the decision having been
epanimous o one plant. That is pant of the background 1o
the dispute, My interest in the matier is w see that the
dispute about recognition or the closed shop i resolved in
8 proper way, and peither | nor the Government are
prepared o condone the sort of illegel and intimudatory
picketing that has been taking place.

Several Hon. Members rose

Mr. Speaker; Crder. In view of the poim of order that
was raised, I proposs to take one more quesiion,

Mr. Martin J. O'Nefll (Clackmanpan): Is the nght
hom, Cienileman  aware that my umipn, the Mational
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been injured in the dispute but recognises thar this mOrTng
the TUC came out in suppont of the NGA on the core af
the issue—ithe victimisation of s1x former members of
#ir. Shah's staff whoen he hios refused 10 reinstae? [s he
further aware thar |t would be gremly appreciated by the
trade unkon movement if be ensered that his olfcals acted
a5 constructively ns possible 1o secare conclliation beozse
the only issue now ar stake 4 that of the 4ix members, and
the wnion is |{'Il.'IL:I.'IE o the ]'.Eh! homn. Geidleman for
supgart on thal isswe?

Mr. King: As [ said jn my statement, ACAS. which
is independent, is sesking to achieve a settlement of the
dispute. I hope that the bon. Gentlemnan will lend his good
olffices 1o ensuring that the NGA, in wishing to prosscute
an industrial dispute—which it is entitled vnder the law
of the land to do—will ensure that it conducts it within
the lawr,

Mr. Dennis Skinner (Bolsover); On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker. A foew davs ago you were asked, as the resulr
of a newspaper afticke, about the SDP and Libersls in
particular mot getting a fair crack of the whip in relation
W speaking opporunities in the House. [l may be
remiarkable to peopls outside Parlisment— though it is
not to most hon. Members—that when we get into the
sharp epd of politics, as we have just been doing-—with
the Torles supporting the bosses and the Labour pamy
supporting  the  workers S0P and Liberal hon
Members are not 10 be found.

Mr. Speaker: That is not a point of order for me

Intermediate Nuclear Force Talks

.58 pm

Ihe Minbister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (Mr. Richard Tuce): With permission, Mr.
5,':!.‘.1.I'.-:r. I should ke @ make o sm@Eemenl abaat the INF
(p IR

As bon. Members may be aware, the Soviet delepats
o the Creneva INF ralks has made it Clear this msarming 1hat
the Soviel Union does nol imtend o costinue the present
round and has given no date for the resu mption of the talks.

The Government regrel us Sovier decision and can see
o justification [or . As recently as 15 November the
Linited States tabled & further constructive proposal in the
negotiationg, which was rejected out of hand by the Soviel
Union. The Russiona may seek o justify their intermuption
of the talks by the final preparations for initial Wedem
[NF deplovment. But the House will recall that the West
has remained ot the conference table while the Sovier
Union has increased its own deplovments of 55205 by over
4 per cent.

The NATO Alliance has mude its first prionty the
achievement of a balanced and verifiable agreement to
reduce and if possible o climinse these weapons
workdwide. Ar the same time, we have made it clear thae
until such an agréement can be anained the Allisnce will
procesd m accordance with By decision in 1979 o work
wwards @ balance which would safeguard Western
securiy. We will not be deflected from achieving the firs
stage of this vhjective by the end of this vear,

I wish 1o emphasise that the Alliance remains ready to
halt o reverse at any fime the deployment of the missiles
il oply we can secure an sgreement with the Soviet Union
that would allow us to do so. The achicvement of such an
agreemen!  remains our unshakeahle objective. The
Aliiance will spare no effon to secure it. We remain
convinced Bl a0 agreement is possible and that it femains
in the interests of East and West that the nepotistions
siculd resume at ihe earliest possible dare. We therefore
urge the Soviet Union to demonstrate an equally sincere
commilment 10 amms confrol by remming ©  the
negodiating table.

Mr. Denis Healey | Le=ds, East): Is the Minisicr aware
that he has made a serious and disturbing stmernent,
although ithe news was not unexpected? Does ke racall that
Her Majesty's Government have been arguing for four
years that the moment the West began to deploy crujse and
Pershing missiles agreement would be reached at ihe
disarmament talks? [5 it not clear that that could not have
been more wrong? As the Sovier Union has freguently
wamed. it has prodoced a breakdown in the ks

The Minister suggested that the responsibility for the
breakdown lay exclesively with the Soviet Government,
Is he aware that Her Majesty's Government's refusal 1o
allow their Polaris force 1o be included in the balance has
been a major obstacle to the ks unrfl last week?

¥r. Churchill {Davyvholme): Whose side is the right
hon. Gentleman on?

Mr. Healey: 1 am on the side of pesce and
disarmament. {s the Minisier aware that, only last week,
the Sovie! Government, at the last moment, offered not to
include British and French suclear forces in the balance
and to reduce the number of their 85205 to hall those
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H:h Action

Patrick Iuffy of the AEWU has urged the NCAto reverse their
decigion not to pay the fine. Duffy said that unilateral actiom
wzg disastrous. Page of the NP4 (the Natiomal Publishers Associstion)
has sald that Fleet Stireet ia far removed from the Stockport
gituation. The NPA are meeting today to decide, we think, on
posgible action. The TUC are meeting on Monday probably to arge
the NGA ©To cool it down., The NCA does not have the support of
other uniona., The NGA Executive is meeting on Tuesday and they
will probably decide to challenge the Court's revised fine of
£150,000. Jobn Smith, MP, Opposition spokesman on unemployment,

is uging Government action.

Iom King has received & number of invitations for television
and radio interviews but has been advised against acceptance and

1s doing nothing.

DAVID BARCIATY
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. KhOTE FROW THE DEPARTMERT OF EMPLOYMENT

G Dispute

HGA have been taking industrial action (Eecondary picleting)
in an attempt to enforce a closed shop at two eatablishments of the
Stockpori Messenger Group. These are separate companies, The
companies gecured an injuncition from the High Court. Action
continued, and the union was fined early last week £50,000 for
contempt. Mass picketing continued and yesterday the High Court
imposed a further fine of £100,000 and granted a writ of sequestration
allowing Commissioners to take over all the union's assets 50 as
to recover the fime and costs. The main action for damages will

take place gome months ahegd.

Tater yesterday, the union went to the Court of Appeal to
nave the writ lifted wntil they could make an appeal againat the
size of the fine. The Court ruled that the writ must stand, but
limited it to gssets of £175,000. The Court will heazr the appeal om
the =ize of the fine on Wednesday. The unicn continues To refiuse

to pay the fine wolumtazrlly.

So=-called "spontaneous actiom" by NGA members inm Fleet Street
and Manchoater stopped publiestion of all netional newapapers today,
and will do sz¢ again tomorrow (Sunday). It iz expected that
publication will resume on Monday.

The TUC is meeting the NGA on Monday - outcome unknown.

In confidence; Mr, Len Murray is reportedly very concerned about
HGA's msction, ACAS has a meeting for 3 pm today between company
and union, the main outatanding issue being the reinstatement of
8ilx NGA members employed by the company who were sacked for taking
industrial attin¥£7

Line Toc Take

i}tu Eing has decided that Ministers should say nothing over
the weekend. Much is still sub judicq;F

- no role for Government snd Govermment will not Intervenej

- the issue of the fine and segquestration is between Court and

unien and the High Court judge said that the NGA was not
above the law.

ACAS has been agsisting the parties in the search for a
Aett ement, and is continuing to do s0.







