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RHODESIA CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE

1. PLEASE PASS THE  FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

TO  PRESIDENT TOLBERT.

EIEG I NS

I  KNOW HOW CLOSELY  YOU ARE FOLLO\';  I NG  DEVELOPMENTS AT THE RHODESIA

CONS T I ̀ f UTI OVAL CONFERENCE. I HAVE SEEN VIR TDOUDLE')AY' S  ACCOUNT OF

YOUR TALKS WITH HIM ON 11 OCTOBER. I WOULD THEREFORE LIKE YOU

TO KNOWIlly  ASSESSMENT OF THE  POSITION WE HAVE NOW REACNED.

THE INDEPENDENCE CONS'I" l TUTI ON  WHICH  WE HAVE PUT FORWARD HAS  111; OUR

VIEW GO =  A  VERY LONG WAY TO M T THE PATRIOT IC  FRONT'S

REQU s r'F"LNTS. !'I" HA J  THEREFORE T,EEN  NO  EASY  TA K TO SECURE TH,-

SAL I OD UiRY DELEGAT I03'S ACCEPTANCE 0 F IT. THAT CONSTITUT 1Lei': PRC'VIDES

INDISPUTABLY,, FOR 'SrNU i C':L. MAJORITY RULE'*

IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS=  BOTI°! SIDES HAVE SHOWN A W I LL I  NGN!. SS
TO

GOMP 1;a:  It ̀1E, AND WE ARE APPREC i A i ; ̀ rE OF THAT.  BUT ti•+E HAVw NOW BEEN
IiUTiUlttENGAGED I N FI VE  WEEKS OF } N NEGOTIATION ~EENSI Y GSII THE  -C , -,t.l:i L

WE HAVE THOROUGHLY EXI\M I N4 D ALL T ISSUES  AN;) WE HAVE ('140. DOUBT

THAT TH CONSTITUTION E HAVE PUT FOR WARD 13  THE ONLY B S 1 S ON WH 1 CH
AGREEI' ENT  IS  POSS I I.c-, WE CA:Jiv'`  MAKE FURTHER CHANGES AT THIS STAG`

WE HAVE TRIED TO HELP THE PATRIOTIC FRONT OVER THE  QUESTI 0-',1 OFF

LAND.  WE RECOGN ISE THE  VERY t EAT IMPORTANCE OF  THIS  PRO`-LEH  TO
BOTH SIDES.  THE  ; NDE`r END NCE  004'13 -1 CONSTITUTION  MAKES FULLY AD QUATE

PROVISION FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT TO ACQUIRE LAND FOR SETTLE Eid T . BUT,

AS  YOU  RECOGN i SE, T HERE MUST  ALCO BE  PROVISION  FOR  ADEQUATE

COMPE .+SA T I ON.  LORD CARRI I GTON  MADE  A  STATEMENT I N THE  CONFERENCE

ON 11 OCTOBER PRO,N I S I NG THAT 1JE WOULD HELP: WITHIN T 1.1E OF

OUR  F I N NC IAL  RESOURCES  WITH  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE FOR !lei D

SETTLEMENT SCHEMES AND  :slit  i TAL  A I D FOR AGRICULTURAL D v l  LO  EN I".

.WE SHALL ALSO BE READ"!  TO HELP  THE NEVI GOVERNMENT OBTAIN  1 NTER--

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE  FOR  THESE AND  OTHER PURFOSES.

"S 1T T
.-1 RE  IS
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IF THERE IS AGREEMENT ON THE INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUTION, WE SHALL BE

ABLE TO MOVE ON TO DISCUSS WITH BOTH DELEGATIONS THE ARRANGEr1ENTS

FOR THE INTERIM PERIOD BEFORE INDEPENDENCE, INCLUDING ELECTIONS

SUPERVISED UNDER OUR AUTHORITY -- AS WAS AGREED AT LUSAKA - AND THE

ARRANGEMENTS FOR A CEASE-FIRE. THIS WILL OFFER FURTHER HOPE TO THE

PEOPLE  OF  RHODESIA AND OF THE NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES THAT THE

NEGOTIATIONS ARE MAKING PROGRESS, THAT RHODESIA WILL COME TO

INDEPENDENCE  ON  THE  BASIS OF  GENUINE  MAJORITY RULE AND THAT THE
PARTIES WILL BE PREPARED TO COMPETE FOR POWER BY POLITICAL MEANS.

THE SALISBURY DELEGATION HAVE AS YOU KNOW ACCEPTED THE CONSTITUTION.

THEY HAVE ALSO STATED THEIR READ I NNNE_SS TO ACCEPT  ELECTIONS SUrf_,lERVl2oE_",)

UNDER OUR AUTHORITY. (BISHOP NUZOREWA ALSO MADE CLEAR AT THE

BEGINNING OF THE CONFERENCE HIS READINESS TO AGREE TO A CEASE- IRE).

WE STILL AWAIT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT'S ACCEPTANCE.

I VERY E.IUS;Hi HOPE THAT WE CAIN COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT I N BRINGING
THESE NEGOTIATIONS TO A  SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION,

ENDS

2. YOU SHOULD i iv °ORM YOUR AMERICAN COLLEAGUE OF THE ACTION WHICH

YOU HAVE TAKEN. SIMILAR, THOUGH NOT IDENTICAL, MESSAGES  ARE  BEING

SENT TO NYERERE,, MACHEL, SERETSE IKHAMA AND SHAGAR I .
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