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From the Private Secretary 28 August 1979 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


T h i s l e t t e r r e c o r d s the main p o i n t s which a r o s e from a m e e t i n g 

c a l l e d by the P r ime M i n i s t e r at 1800 today at No.10, which was 

a t t e n d e d by the Home S e c r e t a r y , Defence S e c r e t a r y , t h e S e c r e t a r y 

o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , the L o r d P r i v y S e a l , the C h i e f 

o f the G e n e r a l S t a f f and Mr. K.R. Stowe, t o d i s c u s s the 

i m p l i c a t i o n s of Monday's t r a g i c e v e n t s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

and i n t h e I r i s h R e p u b l i c and t h e Government's next moves. 


D e c i s i o n s 


.  i I t was agreed t h a t t h e Defence S e c r e t a r y and t h e S e c r e t a r y 

o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d would p r e p a r e a j o i n t p aper 

f o r C a b i n e t on 30 August (wh i c h i s not t o be c i r c u l a t e d 

i n advance) c o v e r i n g b o t h the o b j e c t i v e s which the 

Government s h o u l d p u r s u e i n any f u t u r e d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h 

t h e I r i s h Government, i n o r d e r t o improve c r o s s - b o r d e r 

s e c u r i t y and t o s t i f f e n t he I r i s h Government's p o l i c i e s 

towards the t e r r o r i s t s ; and p o s s i b l e ways o f i m p r o v i n g 

t h e B r i t i s h Government's own s e c u r i t y e f f o r t i n N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d , i n c l u d i n g the improvement o f c o - o p e r a t i o n between 

t h e Army and t h e RUC i n i n t e l l i g e n c e and o p e r a t i o n a l m a t t e r s . 


i i I t was agreed t h a t t h e FCO would pu r s u e u r g e n t l y t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f e n s u r i n g t h a t the T a o i s e a c h i s i n v i t e d t o 

a t t e n d t h e c e r e m o n i a l f u n e r a l o f L o r d Mountbatten i n 

W e s t m i n s t e r Abbey n e x t week; and t h a t the i n v i t a t i o n , 

when extended, would be accompanied by a message from 

t h e P r ime M i n i s t e r i n v i t i n g Mr. Lynch t o meet her d u r i n g 


D i s c

h i s

u s s i o n 

 v i s i t t o London f o r t a l k s on t h e I r i s h problem. 

i The

Mr.

 e v e n t s o f 27 August 

 A t k i n s gave h i s c o l l e a g u e s a r e p o r t on h i s v i s i t t o 
W a r r e n p o i n t e a r l i e r i n the day and on h i s d i s c u s s i o n s 

w i t h t h e s e c u r i t y a u t h o r i t i e s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 
He s a i d t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e r e were v e r y s t r o n g i n d i c a t i o n s 
t h a t the bombs w h i c h ambushed t h e B r i t i s h convoy a t 
W a r r e n p o i n t had been ate^F from s o u t h o f the b o r d e r , 
t h e r e was as y e t no f i r m e v i d e n c e o f t h i s ; and t h a t , 
s i m i l a r l y , i t had not y e t been e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t any s m a l l 
arms f i r e had cone from s o u t h of the b o r d e r . The Garda 
had a l r e a d y d e t a i n e d two s u s p e c t s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 
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W a r r e n p o i n t e x p l o s i o n s , and two more i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 

the murder o f L o r d Mountbatten and h i s companions i n 

I r i s h w a t e r s . 


i i F u t u r e r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e I r i s h R e p u b l i c 


There was g e n e r a l agreement t h a t t h e key t o the s i t u a t i o n 

in N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d l a y i n D u b l i n , and a l s o t o some 

e x t e n t w i t h t h e Pope. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t 

the Government had t o t a k e d e c i s i o n s on the f u t u r e 

approach t o the I r i s h Government and on what the UK 

r e q u i r e d o f the R e p u b l i c . I t was p o i n t e d out t h a t , 

f o r so l o n g as I r e l a n d h e l d t h e EEC P r e s i d e n c y , t h e 

I r i s h had c a r d s which they c o u l d p l a y a g a i n s t t h e UK. 

It was ag r e e d t h a t t h e B r i t i s h Government c o u l d , i f 

n e c e s s a r y , t a k e s t e p s t o make t h e r e s t o f the w o r l d more 

aware o f the s h o r t c o m i n g s o f the I r i s h Government's p o l i c i e s 

towards the t e r r o r i s t s and o f t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n s . T h i s 

might h e l p t o change the I r i s h Government's a t t i t u d e on 

the e x t r a d i t i o n i s s u e . The UK might be a b l e t o e x e r t . 

some l e v e r a g e a g a i n s t t h e R e p u b l i c i n the c o n t e x t o f 

the UK N a t i o n a l i t y A c t , a l t h o u g h any moves i n t h i s 

d i r e c t i o n would be c o m p l i c a t e d by t h e f a c t t h a t b o t h 

c o u n t r i e s were members o f t h e EEC. I t might a l s o be 

p o s s i b l e t o s t e p up a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i o n a g a i n s t I r i s h 

i m m i g r a n t s t o the UK, on the l i n e s o f the s t e p s a l r e a d y 

b e i n g taken a t UK c h a n n e l p o r t s a g a i n s t A l g e r i a n s and T u r k s . 

It was, however, agreed t h a t b e f o r e a more c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l 

p o l i c y w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e I r i s h R e p u b l i c was c o n s i d e r e d , 

a f u r t h e r attempt s h o u l d be made - a t a m e e t i n g between 

the Prime M i n i s t e r and Mr. Lynch - t o e n l i s t t h e I r i s h 

Government's e f f e c t i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e 

i n t e l l i g e n c e f i e l d . I f no p r o g r e s s r e s u l t e d , o t h e r 

measures would have t o be c o n s i d e r e d . 


i i i P o s s i b l e measures w i t h i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


Mr. A t k i n s i n f o r m e d h i s c o l l e a g u e s o f p o s s i b l e new measures 

which c o u l d be adopted w i t h i n t h e P r o v i n c e , a l l o f w h i c h 

c a r r i e d b o t h advantages and d i s a d v a n t a g e s . These 

i n c l u d e d : the r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n o f e x e c u t i v e d e t e n t i o n ; 

the h i g h p r o f i l e f o r s e c u r i t y o p e r a t i o n s ; i n c r e a s e d use 

of UDR; more v i g o r o u s use o f t h e SAS; changes i n the law, 

e.g. making i t p o s s i b l e t o a c c e p t as e v i d e n c e i n c o u r t t h e 

t e s t i m o n y o f p o l i c e o f f i c e r s o f t h e rank o f s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

or above c o n c e r n i n g membership o f p r o s c r i b e d o r g a n i s a t i o n s ; 

the p r o s c r i p t i o n of the P r o v i s i o n a l S i n n F e i n ; 

the c l o s i n g of b o r d e r r o a d s ; t h e w i t h d r a w a l of p o l i c e 

from b o r d e r a r e a s , thus r e l i e v i n g t h e Army from t h e duty 

of p r o t e c t i n g the p o l i c e ; and t h e d i s p a t c h o f more t r o o p s 

to N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ( t h e r e was g e n e r a l agreement t h a t t h i s 

l a s t o p t i o n s h o u l d not be p u r s u e d f u r t h e r ) . 


There was a l s o some d i s c u s s i o n o f how c o - o p e r a t i o n between 

the RUC and the Army, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e i n t e l l i g e n c e 

f i e l d , c o u l d be improved, p o s s i b l y by the appointment o f 

one D i r e c t o r o f O p e r a t i o n s who c o u l d e x e r c i s e o v e r a l l 

d ay-to-day c o n t r o l o f o p e r a t i o n s b o t h by t h e p o l i c e and 

by the Army. I t was ag r e e d t h a t t h i s and o t h e r p o s s i b l e 

measures s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d i n t h e j o i n t paper which the 
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N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e and M i n i s t r y o f Defence a r e t o 

p r e p a r e f o r C a b i n e t on 30 August. 


P o s s i b l e ways o f i m p r o v i n g our i n t e l l i g e n c e c o n c e r n i n g 

t e r r o r i s t a c t i v i t i e s s o u t h o f the b o r d e r were a l s o d i s c u s s e d . 

I t was agreed t h a t an arrangement w i t h the I r i s h Government 

whereby B r i t i s h h e l i c o p t e r s c o u l d c r o s s t h e b o r d e r f r e e l y and 

conduct s u r v e i l l a n c e w i t h i n an a r e a o f , say, f i v e k i l o m e t r e s 

s o u t h i n t o I r i s h t e r r i t o r y , would be o f v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e 

a s s i s t a n c e t o b o r d e r s e c u r i t y o p e r a t i o n s . 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o John C h i l c o t (Home 

O f f i c e ) , Roger F a c e r ( M i n i s t r y o f D e f e n c e ) , M i c h a e l R i c h a r d s o n 

( O f f i c e o f the L o r d P r i v y S e a l ) , George V/alden ( F o r e i g n and 

Commonwealth O f f i c e ) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


J.G. P i l l i n g , E s q . , 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e . 



