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M{PTs RHODESIA,

1, TEXT OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S PERSONAL MESSAGE TO MR LEE KUAN YEW
13 AS FOLLOWSH

| AM GLAD WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO KEEP N CLOSE TOUCH ABOUT THE
CONMMONWEALTH MEETING AND THE RHODES!A PRORBLEM, OUR TALK ABOUT THIS
WHEN YOU WERE HERE IN JUNE WAS PARTICULARLY USEFUL. JCHN HENHINGS
WiLL HAVE GIVEN YOU A COPY OF MY SPEZECH O SOUTHERW AFRICA OF 25
JULY. 1T MAY BE HELPFUL IF | LET YOU KNCW BRIEFLY HOW WE lhrEND TO
PAROCEED AT LUSAKA. ; : ' 5.
WE HAVE MADE CLEAR OQUR INTENTION TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF COV”rVVEA TH
u,HG ON RHODESIA., IN RETURN WE LOOK TO THE COMMONWEALTH TO SHOY
YERSTAMDING THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM 1S SEEKING A FAIR AND
OPRATQP SETTLEMENT. A SETTLEMENT WHICH ALLOWED THOSE WHO RELY ON
FORCE TO ACHIEVE THEIR ENDS RATHER THAN THOSE WHO SEEZK TO ADVANCE
THEIR CAU3SE BY DEMOCRATIC AND CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS WOULD BE
MANTFESTLY UNJUST,

AT LUSAKA WE SHALL SHOY THAT WE WISH TO DEAL WITH THE UWNDER JT%““
-ALLE CONCERN OF THE COMMONWEALTH, FOR EXAMPLE ABOUT THE BXTENT
THE PROTECTION GIVEN TO THE WHITE MINORITY IN THE PRESENT R“OQTS‘AN
C”\uTlIUT]ON. W JHA‘L CONTINUE TO EMPHASISE THAT WE SHALL BE GUIDZD
oY TAL S51X PRINCIPLES ACCEPTED BY SUCCESSIVE BRITISH GOVERNMENTS?®
THAT WE ARE AIMING TO MAKE PROPOSALS COMPARABLE TO THZ BASIS ON
WAICH INDEPENDENCE WAS GRANTED TO OTHER FORMER ERITISH TLPR‘T““%CS
|3 AFRICA: AND THAT WE ARE SEEKING TO INVCOLVE THE PATRIOTIC FRONT,’
We SHALL NOT TRY TO NEGOTIATE SPECIFIC PRCPOSALS FOR A SETTLEME? T
AT LUSAKA: 1 AiM CONVINCED ”Wlé WILL ONLY MAKE A SETTLEMENT HARDER T0O
AGHIEVE, WE SHALL DE“BF°‘TL Y REFRAIN FROM PUTTING FORWARD
PROPOSALS URTIL WE HAVE HAD A CHA”CP TO TAKE ACCOUMT OF THE D|SCUSS
~-{CNS AT LUSAKA.
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| AM LOOKING FORWARD VERY MUCH TO SEEING YOU THERE. | HOPE VE
SHALL HAVE A CHANCE TO DISCUSS RHODEZSIA PRIVATELY BEFORE THE PLENARY
SzSSION. 1 UNDERSTAND THAT SONNY RAMPHAL HOPES THAT THE D} SCUSSION
O RHODESIA WILL START ON THE AFTERNOON OF FRIDAY 3 AUGUST, | THINK

- THIS MAKES GOOD SENSE AND WILL ENABLE US TO TALK ABOUT OTHER

SUBJECTS BEFORE THENe. IT IS IMPORTANT TO ACHIEVE A GOCD RESULT ON
RHODESIA AND TO AVOID THE ENTIRE MEETING BEING DOMINATED BY SOUTHERN
AFRICAN [SSUES, BUT | KNOW | AM PREACHING TO THE CONVERTED ON THAT
SCORE,

WITH BEST WISHES,

YOURS SINCERELY,
MARGARET THATCHER,

CARRINGTON
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