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When S i r K e i t h Joseph c a l l e d on t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t h i s 

a f t e r n o o n , they d i s c u s s e d t h e d r a f t answer on B r i t i s h L eyland 

which he had sent under cover o f h i s l e t t e r t o t h e C h a n c e l l o r 

o f 26 October. The Prime M i n i s t e r r e p e a t e d her comments on 

t h e d r a f t , which were r e c o r d e d i n my e a r l i e r l e t t e r o f today's 

date. S i r K e i t h , i n r e p l y , s a i d t h a t he would accept t h a t 

t h e r e s h o u l d be no s t a t e m e n t on the q u e s t i o n o f t h e 1977 assurance 

a t l e a s t u n t i l a f t e r the announcement o f t h e b a l l o t , and t h e n 

o n l y i  f t h e v o t e went a g a i n s t and t h e r e was p r e s s u r e f r o m BL 

s u p p l i e r s and c r e d i t o r s i n g e n e r a l f o r such a s t a t e m e n t . But 

he would s t i l  l l i k e t o put o u t a s t a t e m e n t on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 

Government f u n d i n g i n t h e event o f I he b a l l o t , g o i n g i n f a v o u r 

o f t h e Edwardes' p l a n . I t was most i m p o r t a n t , i n h i s view, 

t h a t t h e Government s h o u l d make c l e a r t h a t a "yes" v o t e would 

not a u t o m a t i c a l l y l e a d t o t h e e x t r a f u n d i n g which BL were l i k e l y 

t o ask f o r . The f i n a l p aragraph o f t h e d r a f t was i n t e n d e d t o 

convey t h a t t h o u g h t , a l t h o u g h he accepted t h a t i  t might be 

improved. S i r K e i t h s a i d t h a t he hoped t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

would agree t o a much s h o r t e r answer s p e l l i n g out t h i s p o i n t ; 

he would p u t a new d r a f t t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s h o r t l y . 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o I a n F a i r (Department 
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