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Prime Minister

INDUSTRIAL ACTION AT DVLC

The situation today at Swansea, where the unions . hew
have remained adamant with extremely strong backing from the «A ta.

majority of the 4,000 staff, has changed only in that the work A IS

has now virtually run out. I intend therefore that units Jo& A,
—ﬁ.—_\—_\
without work should be sent home on Monday. The scope for .
l

obstruction on the site will be much reduced bx this and should -
open the way for the air condltlonlng plant on which the computers

depend to be put back in order. PSA have a team ready to do Q?
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this if the obstruction can be removed. But a large picket
may congregate at the gate.

I am therefore obtaining the advice of the Chief
Constable on how this situation can best be controlled and
the mail be successfully brought in. It is a question of
judging the police strength required, which in some circumstances
could run to hundreds, with a co-ordinated plan for transporting
the mail under their protection.

1 am also exploring the possibility of disciplinary
action against anyone who obstructs the performance of official
duties by colleagues on site.

I am sending copies to the Lord President, the
Secretary of State for the Environment, the Secretary of State
for Employment and Sir Robert Armstrong.
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NORMAN FOWLER
8 May 1981
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