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P. Il'lE r~INISTER'S OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE USA, 16-113 DECE: ER

1. THERE IS NO NEED FOR TIME OR REFLECTION TO DESCRIB!=. TPoE EFFECT

OF TI1~ PRI~IE /1INISTER'S VISIT UPIJII OFFICIAL AND PUBLIC OPI:,ION HERE.

2. A r,~E BER OF THE WHIT HOUSE SAID PRIVATELY AFTER\o!ARDS THAT TH::

DI~CUSSION THERE HAD BE N THE BEST HE HAD EVER ATTENDE. THIS

R~FlECTS WHAT I KNOW, FROM OTHER CONVERSATIO S I HAVE HAD, AE ur
T!'lE FAV URABlE VIEVI ON THE MEflIC,H SIDE SO FAR S THE OFFiCIAL

B: :JINES WAS CONCERllED. THE PRI.: 111, ISTER'S U. EQU vocn P OMISE

OF SUPPORT ON IRA UNDER CHAPTER VIi, GIVE.' T THC OUT'"ET OF Tli

W:ETING, WAS LIKE f TRUMPET-BlA. T OF CHEER TO A GOVER :/,ENT Al'm
PfOPLE BADLY I N !~EE OF REASSURM'CE FR ,il THE I R ALL: ES.

3. THE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME OF TrlE RHODESI ~ CO 'FE EIICE ERI -'iTEr'ED

T>JE sr:nillG, THE IE' YORK TI1'!E.3 DESCRIBED YOUR "E~OTI;\TI.

nCT! c;, ~\S UOTE RTFUL UNQUOTE, A wORD IIHE OED AS A CC:iPLI i"ENT

!!'l -1I[ A,'!ER j C 1'1 L' NGU' GE. PRA I E WAS BE/I.-ED UPOU YOU eN ALL

GCC~SIOlv, PUBLIC AND ~RIVATE.

4. I ,: ULD RATE HIGH~Y THE PlCllC LiPACT (;"" THE PR',·::: i,j' ISTER'S

P"£SE..CC HERE. THERE WAS GRc: T Ii TE:-:-ST I;j HER ,':F~K':H",r D AI,l.

F!..Et,TY OF GOODillLL PILI.~G UP It: .,OVM:CE. I .1:·) S r.: TH T ,ilE

R>:~UL ,;) CI SAPPO Inco NCO IE. 01iE S"I! I OR SE~IATOR "',0 f-:AD [EElI Pi1::JEtn-

F')R THE ',EETIt G Of! TH£. H LL " I!) T A sec II (.; TH,r: I rii I '" TTEfJDi:D

L~~T ~!GH, ANU HE 'AID IT THRE- TIME" ;JC7E : OJ ~OT ~cCALL

IllY If! ~I TOR TO THE U~A ,IHG H" :,,:JE SUCH Ail !NP.;;:;' UN [;0T":. I

,ILr,;..u mETHcR HE ,,\' REFE ~I'l~ Tv VISiTOR TO CO'.:RE:3.(·'"\TE

:.,) , r, [jOTE H'- REPLIED, UuTC I ;·E~ Ii Y "1~iTOP >\r;y\~(l-," TJ Tli'::

U"j I TED "T: Td UNQUOTE. HE W,,'lT l,I: fa Exr ,\ i. TO THE ,:; " ~'IY T::.H
H" '>/ S I vT SPEAKI~Ir- ,LY FOR HI~S[LF, f;EC, Uc;[ HE }JAD JI ")'S,D

T"iE r-lhE "INISTCfI ~ITH: '.Y OTHER .E,'i\; ,~,:;, ,,'Q TIIAT """','1 "AD

.3T- Ie. Tlitl; I;:'S QUOTC PE Ci,:.D ~", TH:: DI RECT Sl/'ji-L! v:lY OF

j _ L;\ ,GUI\(;~ t-:lJ Tr;<;. P OCCSS OF T"YCHT t~1PN\TE;\ '11TH :E t.rDE:,L! ,IE:~

C':- SI..LDIERS IN TrlC LI,;r: U~;G!UOTr..
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5 THERE WAS NO MISTAKING THE ENTHUSIASN GENERATED BY THE PRII·E• E
MINISTER'S PU=LIC APPEARANCES IN NEW YORKI HER VISIT TO THE

R;:S~ARCH EST i3L I SHI·IENT, DOGGED BY A BUS-LOAD OF JOURIIALI STS I

HtR SPEECH TO THE FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION LUNCH, THE BIGGEST

T~EY HAVE EVER ORGANISED, THOUGH THEY ARE REGULARLY ADDRESSED BY

H~ADS OF GOVERN lENTS, WITH WELL OVER 2000 PEOPLE PRESENT: A~D THE

DINIER ARRANGED BY MR D4VID ROCKEFELLER ATTENDED BY THE HEADS OF

13;) MAJOR US F I RNS WHO, THOUGH THEY H D EXPECTED TO HEAR SEnTI :·\ENTS

OF '.1n I CH TIlEY APPROVED, :ERE Ef\L I VEf:ED BY THE cmlF I DENT A D FORTH­

riGHT lolA Y II I,H ICH THEY WERE EXPRESSED.

6. PRESS, R DIO AND TELEVISION COVERAGE HAS BEEN INTENSE. THE

P~IME MINISTER'S SUPPORT OVER IRA HAS BEEN THE LEADII;G TOPIC. AFTER

T',0 OF THE THREE NAJOR TELEV I SI orl NEnv0RKS HAD BOO"ED I NTERV I E'ilS,

TH~ TIRO INSISTED ON E UAL ACCESS WITH THE RESULT THAT THE PRIME

;'1.: i STER APPEARED ON ALL THREE MORN I tlG PROGRAMMES AT PEAK VI HII NG

TI,...£. RADIO ItITERVIEWS ERE USED ay ALL THE R 010 NETWORKS THROUGH-

O'JT THE COUllTRY COVERIIlG 6000 STATIONS. RESTON'S VIIDELY SYNDIC,TED

GOll:';i'l, YiHllE ACK"lOVILEDGI G THE Ecoiwr·llC DIFFICULTIES IN THE UK, IS .

Ul TII-<T D IN PRA1SE OF MRS THATCHER'S QUOTE ABILITY TO USE THE

- GLiSH lArIGU GE TO REDUCE THE DIVERSITY AND COl PLEXITY OF

C·1NTEMPCRARY PROBLEMS '" i\ JD TO CO:·:MAND THE ATTENT ION AND RESPECT

0t HER AUD I Er'CE. UNQUOTE

-,. YOUR Ol'l~ 30 t·, I NUTE TV I NTERV I EW ON THE MAC I IL/LEHRER PROGRM,~lE

1..,,0 HAD EXTENSIVE A~D REPEATED COVERAGE, WITH HIPHASi S ON

(')UR fiE ?::;, ~ I!! III TY FOR THE SUCCESSFUL RHODES I A SETTlEtIENT. I

TriC' C~T TH\T YOUR SEP'R TE i'IEElING ;/lTll VAt;CE lAS USEFUL, REVEALING

A'l iT I D U S ccr;c RN Til, T OUR RESPONSE ON VOlU T RY F I NANC I AL

",...SURES AGA IlIST I RA"l ~1A Y BE LESS FORTHCOM I NG THAN THOSE OF THE FRG

O~ F ~NCE. THEY FULLY RECOGNISE THAT WE ARE MORE INVOLVED -ECAUSE

Lli .. DuN IS 11UCH 'ORE II-:PORTAiH AS A FillA 'C I AL CEt:TRE BUT THEY LEFT

T'iE ! ~:PRES$I ON TH T THEY BEL I EVED TH T SC, '£Ttl lUG MORE COULD BC ]) • E

iTfJ'::UT JEOPARD1Slf'G BRI71SH INTERESTS. I I~IG:IT :,DD THAT THIS

p,jl'lT HAS ~EEt! ~iAU TO I',E SUB~EQUE lTLY, ,'iIT THE SUeGESTIO TH T

IT ,GUU Erol U~:FA IR IF FRAI:CE AI10 GEF' iANY GOT t·,ORE DIPLONA,l C
C~!:DIT rH~': ·.:E DID.

:J. I HI\lL t;OT DUPLI C TE HERE THE RECORDS THAT i ILL BE PRODUCED

C I THE PRII·iF ,II 'I STER';) TALK ~JI TH THE PRES I DEtH AND \oJ I TH THE

w"'ETARY cF DEFENSE. ON THE LATTER I AOULD PICK OUT HAROLD

'.0 ..11'" I\';r. 'Q~'LEDGH;f:I:T OF THE POLITICAL HELP AND ADVICE THE U S

'\~' GET 1"[<01. U Oil SE~::; I T I;E SPOTS CUTS I DE THE l~ f, TO AREA, FOR

.\.. "' . ....... - ..
,
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EXA~PLE OMAN AND THE CARIBBEAN. HE ALSO HINTED AT U S INTEREST IN
,'D I NG THE I RUSE 0F DI EGO GARC I A BEYOND THE AREAS AND FUNCT IONS

~.t- ,,'ED IN THE PRESENT AGREE~1ENT. THE PRIME MINISTER PUT DO'II:l FIR~I

i 1~R~ERS ABOUT AV8B, RAPIER, GIANT VIPER AND THE 81 MM MORTARs AND

SHE UNDERLINED THE NEED TO OFF-SET THE GREAT IMBALANCE IN UK/US

DEFENCE TRADE.

9. FRO~I THE ~jEETI PIG AT THE WH I TE HOUSE I WOULD ELECT FOR MENTION

H~RE THE PRESIDENT'S REL4TIVE OPTIMI&1 ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST AND

HIS STATE ENT TH T HE ~IOULD NCT ~11 ND IF EUROPEM: COUHR I ES GOT

CLOSER TO THE PLO. AS R!:CARDS ARf4S FOR THE Rue THE PRESIDENT

P·iS5ED THE RESPOtlSIBILITY F R AtIERICi\fl FAILURE TO SUPPLY TO SPEAKER

O'NEILL SAYI~G THAT H HAD ENOUGH SUPPORT IN CO GRESS TO PREVENT

TH IS. ~lR C<\~TER SA I D TH T /'lRS THII TCHER HAD CO IV I .CED HIf,; ON THE

SUBJECT AND HE AD ISED HER QUOTE TO SPEAK TO TIP O'NEILL ABOUT IT

U~~UOTE. (~E HAVE HEARD SUBSEQUEHTLY TH T THE PRESIDENT HAS TRIED

Tl) PUT PRESSURE ON THE SPEAKER SI ~.CE HE SAW THE P?I'~E NI NI STER

!JIJT \O/ITHOUT SUCCESS - ALTHOUGH C'l EILL HAS BEEt! 1.0 LESS Ei'THU~IASTI J

TriAt OTHER ~ E~\BERS OF CONGRESS ABOUT THE Pi'I' S PERFORr~ANCE ON THE

HILL AND ~AS PLE SED BY ~IHAT SHE HAD TO SAY ABOUT NORTHERN IRELAND

"J GENERAL).
1'. I I CO~: LUS I ON, YOU I'll LL \-IANT TO KNO\' WHAT THE EFFECTS OF HIS

VISIT ARE GOI G TO BE. iRA'I, OF COURSE, DOtiINATE~ ALL Af,:ERICAN

S::!(fll.'IENT AAD \'IE \lILL BE JUDGED BY HOI ~\UCH WE LIVE UP TO OUR WORD.

B'H, \-11TH TH, T li,lP0RT t T PROVISO HII-lIim, I Art COiIFI",E,lT THAT, EVE I

ALLO~ING FOR HUMAN F~AILTY AND POLITICAL VOLATILITY, THE EFF:C S

Ot- TrlE VI 5 I T SHOULD SF. TO HELP US TO GET OUR l'IA Y II TH THE US

f,'Jr·lll ISTRATION AND TO EtmAliCE OUR I.lTERESTS SO FAR AS CONGR~SSiO, .\L

, 'ID U S FUELI C OP I NI 0'/ ARt;. CO~ICER"ED. Ofl:CE THE RH(·DES I A PROBLEM

15 OUT OF THE ~IA Y OTHEi< ISSUES IN THE hi DnLE EA"T ArID EUROPE II LL

G· I. 110RE ATTENT ION FRO l U BUT TH IS SHOULD NOT LEAD TO A IY

'''It'AIRnE/'T THE Fli~i'l::: vl-'Y. IN \HICH ViE ":ORI'i \~ITH \o/ASHI'lGTOJ. t
_\ It! NO DOUBT THI T THE ,J ESiDENT'S INNER ':C,NICTlorl THIIT !lRITAIN,

THROUGH IT P 1~1E ~lI~:ISTER, I HIS SOU/EkST INTEiWATIONAL PARTNER

h'lS FORTI F I ED BY THE ON,l-TO-EA, TH UilP OLEi11 CAL ;) I SCUS31 Oil HE HAD

,ITH HER A'D THAT THE IMPACT SHE ~ DE DIRECTLY UPO CO~GRESS AND

TriROUGH THE !'lEDIA UPO 1 M'1ERICAN OPI!IIO~ '.:IILL E;i,I,,~leE OUR WORI\I ~G

3~SE IN THIS COUNTRY.

HE DEf<SOrl
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