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CHINA: VISIT BY PREMIER HUA GUOFENG 

I enclose a d r a f t o u t l i n e programme f o r Hua Guofeng's 


v i s i t from 30 October to 3 November. We should be g r a t e f u l 

f o r the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s approval. We have had no i n d i c a t i o n 

yet of Premier Hua's own wishes. I f the Prime M i n i s t e r i s 

content i n p r i n c i p l e with the attached d r a f t , we s h a l l put 

i t to the Chinese as a basis f o r discussion. 


Premier Hua w i l l be the h i g h e s t - l e v e l v i s i t o r ever to 

come to B r i t a i n i n the t h i r t y years of the People's Republic 

of China. He i s e f f e c t i v e l y Head of State, as w e l l as Head 

of Government and, although i t i s impossible to pr e d i c t the 

future course of Chinese p o l i t i c s , he i s young (58) by Chinese 

standards and could w e l l continue to hold these two p o s i t i o n s 

f o r many years. He w i l l probably be accompanied by the most 

senior Vice Premier ever to v i s i t t h i s country, Mr Yu Q i u l i , 

who i s i n charge of economic planning, and by the Foreign 

M i n i s t e r , Mr Huang Hua. A v i s i t on t h i s l e v e l represents 

a unique opportunity to influence Chinese p o l i t i c a l , economic 

and commercial t h i n k i n g at the highest l e v e l . The d r a f t pro­

gramme has therefore been designed to give Hua and h i s party 

the best p o s s i b l e impression of B r i t i s h i n t e r e s t i n China, 

and of B r i t a i n ' s p o l i t i c a l l i f e and i n d u s t r i a l and commercial 

capacity. 


Premier Hua w i l l have been the guest of the President of 

France, and we understand that the West Germans w i l l also give 

a reception appropriate to a Head of State. The Foreign and 

Commonwealth Secretary recommends that Hua's reception i n t h i s 

country should not appear to the Chinese or to anyone else to 

compare unfavourably with h i s reception i n the FRG and France, 

and considers that the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s personal involvement 

i n the v i s i t w i l l be of c e n t r a l importance. Lord Carrington 

hopes that Mrs Thatcher can o f f e r Premier Hua two sessions of 

t a l k s , which i s what he w i l l expect, (probably one to cover 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s , and the other b i l a t e r a l i s s u e s ) ; and 

that as w e l l as hosting a welcoming dinner, she should meet 

him and, i f p o s s i b l e , see him o f f (at the h e l i c o p t e r landing 

s i t e i n Kensington Palace Gardens): i t i s Premier Hua's normal 

p r a c t i c e to go i n person to greet v i s i t i n g Prime M i n i s t e r s at 

the a i r p o r t on a r r i v a l . It would also create a p a r t i c u l a r l y 

favourable impression i f the Prime M i n i s t e r were prepared to 

host a reception f o r Premier Hua at Lancaster House, p r o v i s i o n ­

a l l y scheduled f o r the evening of Hua's a r r i v a l . 


We may be able to ask the Chinese to hold t h e i r return 

dinner on Friday 2 November, i f t h i s would s u i t the Prime 

M i n i s t e r better than the Saturday. The disadvantage would 

be that the l a s t day of the o f f i c i a l v i s i t (Saturday 3 November) 
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would then peter out, whereas under the present programme the 

dinner on the Saturday provides the high point. However, 

t h i s disadvantage would be o f f s e t i f the Prime M i n i s t e r were 

able to say goodbye to Hua Guofeng on the Monday. 


Lord Carrington r e a l i s e s that the d r a f t programme imposes 

a heavy burden on the Prime M i n i s t e r . However, he believes 

that the importance of the v i s i t makes the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

close involvement p a r t i c u l a r l y d e s i r a b l e . 


I am copying t h i s l e t t e r to the P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r i e s to 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the S e c r e t a r i e s of State f o r 

Defence, Trade, Industry, Education and Science, Energy,the M i n i s t e r of 

A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s and Food, and to the Lord President of 

the Council and S i r John Hunt. 


( J S Wall) 
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V I S I T TO THE UK BY P R E M I E R HUA GUOFENG: 29 OCTOBER - 5 NOVEMBER 1 9 7 9 


32BBAX_29_0CTQBER 
a.m. 


p.m. 

1 7 3 0 - 1 9 0 0 


i y E S D A Y _ 3 Q _ 0 C T 0 B E R 


0 8 5 0 - 0 9 1 5 


0 9 1 5 - 1 1 0 0 


1 100 


1 1 3 0 - 1 2 1 5 


1 3 0 0 


U 3 0 - 1 5 0 0 


1 6 0 0 - 1 8 0 0 


1 8 1 5 - 1 3 4 5 


2 0 0 0 


A r r i v a l f r o m P a r i s by a i r . H e l i c o p t e r t o 


K e n s i n g t o n P a l a c e a n d G u a r d o f H o n o u r , i f t h i s 


c a n be a r r a n g e d ; g r e e t e d by t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 


F r e e b y r e q u e s t , e x c e p t f o r : 


R e c e p t i o n h o s t e d by t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r o r 


L o r d C a r r i n g t o n a t L a n c a s t e r H o u s e 


H o v e r c r a f t f r o m W e s t m i n s t e r t o R o c h e s t e r 


( a c c o m p a n i e d by Mr N o t t ) 


V i s i t L u c a s CAV d i e s e l e n g i n e c o m p o n e n t f a c t o r y , 


a n d ( i f t i m e p e r m i t s ) R o y a l N a v a l C o l l e g e a t . 

G r e e n w i c h 


R e t u r n t o W e s t m i n s t e r P i e r , a n d d r i v e t o h o t e l 


C a l l b y Mr N o t t , a c c o m p a n i e d b y 6 t o 8 b u s i n e s s m e 


L u n c h a t B u c k i n g h a m P a l a c e . I n s p e c t i o n o f 


G u a r d o f H o n o u r o n a r r i v a l . 


T o u r o f S t a t e R o o m s , e s c o r t e d b y H e r M a j e s t y 


( a n d p o s s i b l y m e e t i n g w i t h P r i n c e C h a r l e s , i f 

HRH i s a v a i l a b l e a n d a g r e e s ) . 


F i r s t P l e n a r y S e s s i o n a t No 10 ( L o r d C a r r i n g t o n 


a n d p o s s i b l y o t h e r C a b i n e t M i n i s t e r s t o a t t e n d ) 


H u a n g Hua a n d L o r d C a r r i n g t o n s i g n A i r S e r v i c e s / 

C u l t u r a l A g r e e m e n t i n B a n q u e t i n g — H a l 1? 

D i n n e r a t No 10 ( B l a c k t i e 1 * 
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y E 2 N | S D A Y _ 3 1 OCTOBER 


0 9 0 0 - 1 0 3 0 
 H i g h s p e e d t r a i n t o D e r b y ( p o s s i b l y a c c o m p a n i e d 


by S i r K e i t h J o s e p h f o r p a r t o r a l l o f 

p r o v i n c i a l t o u r ) 


1 0 3 0 	 A r r i v e D e r b y , r e c e i v e d by M a y o r 


( ? F r e e d o m o f D e r b y ) 


1 1 0 0 - 1 4 1 5 V i s i t a n d l u n c h a t GEC P o w e r S t a t i o n ( W e s t 


B u r t o n ) , P a r k r a y A u t o m a t e d F o u n d r y ( D e r b y ) , 


o r B o o t s P h a r m a c e u t i c a l F a c t o r y ( N o t t i n g h a m ) 


1 4 4 5 - 1 5 1 5 	 V i s i t R o l l s R o y c e b r i e f l y 


1 5 1 5 - 1 7 0 0 
 V i s i t B r i t i s h R a i l ' s	 R a i l w a y T e c h n i c a l C e n t 
r e 


e v e n i n g 
 D i n n e r a n d o v e r n i g h t	 w i t h R o l l s R o y c e 


THURSDAY 1 NOVEMBER 


(] 8 3 0 ( S u b j e c t t o w e a t h e r )	 L e a v e D e r b y f o r B e d f o r d by 


a i r 


0 9 0 0 - 1 1 1 5 
 V i s i t N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f A g r i c u l t u r a l 


E n g i n e e r i n g , a n d / o r M o d e r n E x p e r i m e n t a l H u s b a n d r y 


F a r m , a n d / o r s e e s h o r t H a r r i e r d e m o n s t r a t i o n . 


1 2 4 5 - 1 4 1 5 
 L u n c h by HMG, h o s t e d by Duke o f K e n t , V i c e 


C h a i r m a n o f O v e r s e a s T r a d e B o a r d 


1 4 3 0 	 L i s t e n t o P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s Q u e s t i o n s i n t h e H o u s e 


o f Commons 


1 6 0 0 - 1 7 3 0 
 S e c o n d P l e n a r y S e s s i o n ( p o s s i b l y i n t h e H o u s e 


o f Commons) 


1 7 3 0 - 1 8 1 5 
 S p e a k e r ' s R e c e p t i o n 


2 0 0 0 
 D i n n e r a t M a n s i o n H o u s e 
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f B I P^Y_2_NOVEMBER 

0 9 3 0 - 1 0 4 5 V i s i t t o BP E x h i b i t i o n a t B r i t a n n i c H o u s e 

1 0 4 5 - 1 2 4 5 I n t h e C i t y o f L o n d o n : p r e s e n t a t i o n b y t h e 
G o v e r n o r o f t h e B a n k o f E n g l a n d a n d v i s i t s

C o m m o d i t y m a r k e t s 

 t o 

1 3 0 0 L u n c h w i t h G o v e r n o r o f B a n k o f E n g l a n d 

pm F r e e f o r c a l l s ( e g by L e a d e r o f t h e O p p o s i t i o n ) 

1 7 3 0 P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e 

2 0 0 0 Romeo a n d J u l i e t a t t h e R o y a l O p e r a H o u s e 

SATURDAY 3 NOVEMBER 

V i s i t t o O x f o r d :

Mr M a r k C a r l i s l e . 

 p r o b a b l y a c c o m p a n i e d b y 

L u n c h w i t h t h e V i c e C h a n c e l l o r ; a n d t e a w i t h 
Mr H a r o l d M a c m i l l a n ; a n d p o s s i b l y a w a r d o f 
h o n o r a r y d e g r e e 

pm R e t u r n t o L o n d o n 

2 0 0 0 R e t u r n D i n n e r g i v e n b y t h e C h i n e s e 

SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

F r e e b y r e q u e s t 

MONDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

L e a v e f o r P e k i n g ( s e e n o f f by P r i m e
o r L o r d C a r r i n g t o n ) f r o m K e n s i n g t o n
t h i s c a n be a r r a n g e d . 

 M i n i s t e r 
 P a l a c e , i  f 



A i t e r n a t i v e _ D e g a r t r 2 e n t _ o f _ I n d y 


W e d n e s d a ̂  _ 31 _ 0 c t o b e r 


0900 - 0930 F l y to M a n c h e s t e r 


0 9 3 0 - 1 3 3 0 I n d u s t r i a l V i s i t s i n M a n c h e s t e r , p r o b a b l y 


S k e I m e r s d a I e New Town a n d C h l o r i d e I n d u s t r i a l 


B a t t e r i e s F a c t o r y 


L u n c h a t f a c t o r y 


1 3 3 0 - 1 4 0 0 D r i v e t o a i r p o r t 


1 4 0 0 - 1 4 3 0 F l y t o D e r b y 


1 4 3 0 - 1 4 4 5 D r i v e t o H o l l s R o y c e 


pm As i n m a i n P r o g r a m m e 


N.B. N u m b e r s may n o t p e r m i t a l  l P r e m i e r H u a ' s p a r t y t o a c c o m p a n y 


h i m a l l t h e t i m e ( e g on h o v e r c r a f t t r i p s ) . 
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