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BACKGROUND BR I E F I N G ON THE BUDGET 


You s p o k e t o me y e s t e r d a y a b o u t t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s w i s h t h a t

MPs s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d w i t h " b a c k g r o u n d J b r i e f i n g " on t h e B u d g e t a t 

l e a s t as f u l l as t h a t r e c e i v e d b y t h e p r e s s . 


We i n t h e T r e a s u r y - t h a t i s , IDT, EB and P a r l i a m e n t a r y S e c t i o n ­
s u p p l y no b a c k g r o u n d b r i e f i n g o n t h e B u d g e t t o t h e p r e s s  i n a d v a n c e o f 

t h e e v e n t . N o r does t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l O f f i c e . 


I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e C h a n c e l l o r h as made h i s B u d g e t S t a t e m e n t , 

MPs and t h e p r e s s a l i k e r e c e i v e t h e s t a n d a r d d o c u m e n t s , n n m p l v t h e 

Red Book ( F S B R ) , W h i t e P a p e r m a t e r i a l and I p r e s s n o t i c e s j A l l t h a t t h e 

p r e s s g e t s b u t MPs d o n ' t i s a summary o f t h e B u d g e t s p e e c h , t h e 

' s n a p s h o t ' ( a summary o f t h e Summary) and t h e f u l l t e x t o f t h e s p e e c h . 

We c o u l d n o t u n d e r t a k e t o p r o v i d e Members w i t h t h e s p e e c h  i n f u l l 

b e c a u s e t h i s w o u l d s t r a i n o u r f a c i l i t i e s b e y o n d b r e a k i n g p o i n t : b u t , 

i f t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r w i s h e d , we c o u l d a r r a n g e f o r 700 c o p i e s o f 

t h e summary o r t h e s n a p s h o t t o be p l a c e d  i n t h e V o t e O f f i c e a l o n g w i t h 

t h e d o c u m e nts " a l r e a d y p r o v i d e d . 
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lO DOWNING STREET 


From the Private Secretary 6 June 1979 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of 5 June about 

background b r i e f i n g on the Budget, which 

c o u l d be made a v a i l a b l e t o MPs. 


I have shown t h i s t o the Prime M i n i s t e r , 

and she has c o n f i r m e d t h a t she would l i k e t h e 

"snap-shot" made a v a i l a b l e t o a l l MPs w i t h the 

n e c e s s a r y number of c o p i e s p l a c e d i n the Vote 

O f f i c e , and a copy i n the L i b r a r y of the 

House as w e l l . She has a l s o commented t h a t 

i t i s most i m p o r t a n t t h a t c o p i e s of the p r e s s 

n o t i c e s a r e a v a i l a b l e t o MPs; but I und e r s t a n d 

from your l e t t e r t h a t they would be i n any case. 


I am se n d i n g a copy of t h i s l e t t e r t o 

M a r t i n H a l l (HM T r e a s u r y ) and R i c h a r d P r e s c o t t 

(Paymaster G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e ) . 


T. P. LANKESTER 


P.G. D a v i e s , Esq., 

H.M. T r e a s u r y . 



