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Overseas V i s i t s by t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 


Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 11 May a s k i n g f o r t h e views o f 

t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y on t h e p l a c e s t h e Prime 

M i n i s t e r might v i s i t a f t e r t h e Tokyo Summit. 


L o r d C a r r i n g t o n t h i n k s t h a t , r a t h e r than g o i n g t o S i n g a p o r e 

and M a l a y s i a , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r s h o u l d c o n s i d e r a b r i e f v i s i t t o 

A . u s l r a l i a . The r e a s o n s are as f o l l o w s : 


(a)	 No B r i t i s h P r i m e M i n i s t e r has _made^ a v i s i t o f 

sl!rJs~fraTi'ce~" t o ̂ u^TFaTTa~s"in"ce Mr M a c m i l l a n f " 


(b) 	 The i m p o r t a n c e of t h e U K / A u s t r a l i a c o n n e c t i o n and o f 

o u r p o l i t i c a l and c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s ; 


( c ) 	 The g r o w i n g i m p o r t a n c e and i n f l u e n c e o f A j u s t r a l i a , 

not j u s t i n A s i a and the P a c i f i c , but a l s o more 

w i d e l y : A u s t r a l i a ' s C h a i r m a n s h i p o f the R e g i o n a l 

Commonwealth Heads of Government m e e t i n g i n Sydney 

l a s t y e a r was a n o t a b l e s u c c e s s ; 


(d) 	 The A u s t r a l i a n P r i m e M i n i s t e r had hoped f o r a s e a t 
at t h e Tokyo Summit, and t h e Japanese w?5N17i~lTave g i v e n 
i t "to h i m i i i r i l t h e o t h e r s had agreed. I f t h e P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r ' s f i r s t a c t i o n a f t e r t h e summit i s t o go t o 
C a n b e r r a t o t e l  l Mr F r a s e j - about i t  , t h i s w o u l d do 
more t h a n any otn"e"r^ge*sture t o show th e A u s t r a l i a n s 
t h e v a l u e we put on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p . I t m i g h t a l s o 
f o r e s t a l l t h e J a p a n e s e . 

There w o u l d be no need f o r Mrs T h a t c h e r t o go a l s o t o New 

Z e a l a n d , because t h e New Z e a l a n d Prime M i n i s t e r , Mr Muldoon, w i l l 

be i n London n e x t month (10 t o 12 J u n e ) ; and t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

w i l l be e n t e r t a i n i n g him t o l u n c h . 


The a t t a c h e d o u t l i n e t r a v e l s c h e d u l e shows t h a t t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r c o u l d spend two days (and n i g h t s ) i n C a n b e r r a and s t i l  l 

get back t o London i n good t i m e b e f o r e h e r p r o p o s e d m e e t i n g w i t h 

P r e s i d e n t Turbay o f C o l o m b i a , about w h i c h I am w r i t i n g t o you 

s e p a r a t e l y . 


/ I f 


B r y a n C a r t l e d g e Esq 
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I f t h e Pr i m e M i n i s t e r would s t i l l p r e f e r t o v i s i t S o u t h - E a s t 

A s i a , L o r d C a r r i n g t o n t h i n k s t h e r e would be no need t o v i s i t 

S i n g a p o r e because Mr Lee Kuan Yew, t h e Pr i m e M i n i s t e r , w i l l a l s o 

be i n London i n June and Mrs T h a t c h e r c o u l d see him t h e n . In t h i s 

case a v i s i t t o K u a l a Lumpur c o u l d be combined w i t h one t o D e l h i , 

where t h e r e w o u l d be much v a l u e i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p w i t h Mr D e s a i w e l l i n advance o f Lu s a k a . The o u t l i n e t r a v e l 

s c h e d u l e c o v e r s t h i s as w e l l . 


L o r d C a r r i n g t o n w i l l a l s o a r r a n g e t o v i s i t one o r two 

c o u n t r i e s a f t e r Tokyo, once he knows the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s p l a n s . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


J S W a l l 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 
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From the Private Secretary 1 June 1979 

OVERSEAS VISITS BY THE PRIME MINISTER 


Thank you f o r your l e t t e r o f 21 May, i n whi c h you conveyed 

t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y ' s a d v i c e t h a t t h e Pri m e 

M i n i s t e r s h o u l d pay a b r i e f v i s i t t o A u s t r a l i a i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 

t h e Economic Summit i n Tokyo on 28/29 June. 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r has now been a b l e t o c o n s i d e r y o u r 

l e t t e r and a c c e p t s L o r d C a r r i n g t o n ' s recommendation. I s h o u l d 

t h e r e f o r e be g r a t e f u l i f you would a r r a n g e f o r an a p p r o a c h t o 

be made t o t h e A u s t r a l i a n Government t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r might f l y t o C a n b e r r a from Tokyo o v e r n i g h t on 29/30 

June and have t a l k s w i t h Mr. E r a s e r on 30 June/1 J u l y . The 

t i m i n g o f t h e Pri m e M i n i s t e r ' s d e p a r t u r e from C a n b e r r a t o 

London s h o u l d be l e f t open f o r t h e time b e i n g : t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r may w i s h t o r e a c h London by t h e e v e n i n g o f 2 J u l y r a t h e r 

t h a n e a r l y i n the morning o f 3 J u l y as s u g g e s t e d i n t h e annex 

t o y o u r l e t t e r - I s h a l l l e t you have t h e Pri m e M i n i s t e r ' s f i n a l 

d e c i s i o n on t h i s as soon as p o s s i b l e . 


The main p u r p o s e of t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s v i s i t t o A u s t r a l i a 

w i l l , o f c o u r s e , be t o g i v e Mr. E r a s e r a f i r s t - h a n d a c c o u n t o f 

t h e Tokyo Summit m e e t i n g . B r i e f i n g on o t h e r s u b j e c t s w i l l , 

however, o f c o u r s e be r e q u i r e d and I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f t h i s 

c o u l d r e a c h me not l a t e r t h a n 1700 on Thursday, 20 June. 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e i n t h e 

C a b i n e t O f f i c e . 


J.S. W a l l , E s q . , 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 




C O N F I D E N T I A L 

D E S K B Y 0 2 1 0 0 0 Z 

FM C A N B E R R A 0 2 0 6 0 O Z J U N 7 9 

TO I M M E D I A T E F C O 

T E L E G R A M N U M B E R 2 7 0 O F 2 J U N E 

INFO W A S H I N G T O N , T O K Y O . • > 

YOUR T E L E G R A M N U M B E R 1 9 7 ( O F 1 J U N E ) y 

V I S I T B Y T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R M/̂  

1. MR F R A S E R A ' I L L B E D E L I G H T E D T O R E C E I V E A V I S I T B Y T H E P R I M E 

M I N I S T E R ON T H E D A T E S P R O P O S E D . H E HAD B E E N ON T H E P O I N T O F 

S U G G E S T I N G I T H I M S E L F . ME H A S A S T A T E P R E M I E R S ' C O N F E R E N C E IN 

C A N B E R R A ON 2 9 J U N E B U T T H A T ' I S NO O B S T A C L E T O T A L K S ON 3 3 J U N E 

AND 1 J U L Y . 

2 . MR F R A S E R W O U L D L I K E T O KNOW WHEN YOU P R O P O S E T O MA'•'E AN 

A N N O U N C E M E N T . S O F A R A S T H E A U S T R A L I A N S A R E C O N C E R N E D , T H E S O O N E R 

T H E B E T T E R , P R O V I D E D T H E Y H A V E E N O U G H N O T I C E T O P U T S O M E T H I N G 

OUT H E R E AT T H E S A M E T I M E . 

3 . I W I L L F O R W A R D A S U G G E S T E D O U T L I N E P R O G R A M M E AS SOON AS P O S S I B L E . 

IT W O U L D B E H E L P F U L T O KNOW W H E T H E R T H E PR I " E M I N I S T E R W I L L B E 

T R A V E L L I N G B Y R A F A I R C R A F T OR C O M M E R C I A L L Y AND L A T E S T T I ' - ' E OF 

D E P A R T U R E F R O M C A N B E R R A WHEN K N O W N . • 

4 . N E E D L E S S T O S A Y I AM D E L I G H T E D T H A T T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R I S 

M A K I N G T H I S V I S I T . I T W I L L B E S E E N B Y T H E A U S T R A L I A N S A S A G R E A T 

C O M P L I M E N T A N D L A N D M A R K IN OUR R E L A T I O N S A F T E R S U C H A L O N G G A P 

S I N C E T H E L A S T V I S I T B Y A B R I T I S H P R I M E M I N I S T E R IN O F F I C E . 

5. NO M E N T I O N WAS M A D E O F MR V A N C E ON E I T H E R S I D E . 

T E B B I T 

PS MA ftUM'S 


PS /M/S A/ UAA& 



