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l. Thank you for your letter of 12 September about a
request from Antenne 2 for interview with the Prime Minister.

2. I wish I thought that this proposal might prosper but

I must say at once that the prospects are not good. As you
know - and indeed as you told Elkabbach (your para 4) - the
Prime Minister has declined absolutely to give interviews

to either British or foreign journalists since she took office.
The Press Secretary at No 10 thinks that there is no chance of
persuading her to agree to be interviewed by Antenne 2 at this
stage.

3. It has occured to me, however, that the Prime Minister just
might entertain the idea of such an interview immediately before
the Anglo/French summit in November. You will no doubt receive
a number of requests from the French media to interview the
Prime Minister before the summit. If the Antenne 2 interview
remains the first priority, and they would still be interested,
we could resubmit their request at the beginning of November.

4. I am sorry to give you such a disappointing response. If
it is any consalation Antenne 2 are in good company. Similar
replies have gone to numerous requests from othér journalists
and organisations including BBC Panorama (on several occasions)
and all the major American television networks. :

N M Fenn
Head of News Department
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Mr Eergusson
Anson (No 10)
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oo I had a v1svt yesterday from Mon81eur Jean—Plerre
Elkabbacn, the Directeur de 1l'Information at Antenne—Z
which is the second French television network.

Monsieur Elkabbach is one of the few television and
radio journalists who seems to engoy the full confldence
of President Giscard. ; ok

29 l kabbach said that be and Alaln Duhamel who 1s one
of his colleagues on Antenne-2, would like to interview
Mrs Thatcher for their regular programme "Cartes sur table”.
This is a good public affairs programme which goes out at
a peak t1me of =850 pmi Interviews on it last up to 50
minutes, but could last a few minutes longer if necessary.
Chancellor Schmidt has appeared on it with Elkabbach.

So also have Presidents Sadat and Assad and many other

prominent personalities.

e Elkabbach said he and Duhamel would willingly come over
to London if Mrs.Thatcher consented to be interviewed.: .
The broadcast could be made live from London or could be
recorded. Elkabbach would want to have a planning meeting
with someone in order to discuss the themes which would be
raised and to prepare a proper shape for the programme.

4, I told Elkabbach that I knew that the Prime Minister
had avoided committing herself to interviews with foreign TV
and radio networks ‘“rlng her first few months in office.

T did not know whether she was still reluctant to give
interviews or would now be prepared to consider Elkabbach's
approach. I could not promise any results. I would put
his proposals to London and see what the reaction from
Number 10 Downing Street was.
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b Elkabbach : ed me if I personally would be in favour of -
such an interview. I said that as Ambassador in France I

was of course entirely in favour of the leaders of each
country speaking to the other,but this was not the decisive
consideration. The Prime Minister, like the President of
France, had to take all sorts of commitments and interests.
into account in deciding whether to grant a particular
interview. I would pursue the matter and let him know.

6. Tt would of course be an excellent thing from the point
of view of relations with France if the Prime Minister were
to agree to give the interview suggested. : The interviewing
team is in the first rank of French interviewers and the
programme and timing are as good as could be obtained. As
you no doubt know the next Anglo French Summit Meeting between
the Prime Minister and the President will be taking place

in London on 19/20 November. It would be excellent from my
point of view 1n Paris if an interview of this sort could be
put out a few days before that. I realise, of course, that.
ideal situations of this sort are rarely achieved.
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Vi Could you please let me know what sort of reply to return
to Elkabbach. Tt would be helpful if I could have something
fairly soon. T enclose an extra copy of this letter in case
you want to send it across to the Prime Minister's press
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Reginald Hibbert
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A J Fergusson, FCO

Western European Department, FCO




