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We s h a l l be d i s c u s s i n g i n C a b i n e t on 20th December the 


minute by K e i t h Joseph o f 28th November about S t r i k e r s and 

Supplementary B e n e f i t . I n your comments on t h a t minute you 


r a i s e d a p o i n t about the payment o f t a x r e f u n d s , and i t 

might be h e l p f u l t o c o l l e a g u e s i  f I c l a r i f y the l e g a l 


p o s i t i o n . 


2. An employer i s r e q u i r e d t o make a t a x r e f u n d i  f one i s 


due, t o h i s employee on each o f the l a t t e r ' s o r d i n a r y pay 


days d u r i n g a s t r i k e , t h a t i s t o say at weekly or monthly 


i n t e r v a l s (depending on whether the employee i s weekly or 


monthly p a i d ) . I f the employer e i t h e r cannot or p r e f e r s 


not t o make the r e f u n d , he may r e l i e v e h i m s e l f o f the 
o b l i g a t i o n t o do so by p r o v i d i n g t h e I n s p e c t o r o f Taxes 
concerned w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n about the s t r i k i n g employee 
s u f f i c i e n t t o c a l c u l a t e the l e v e l o f r e f u n d s due. In t h a t 


case the Tax O f f i c e i s l e g a l l y o b l i g e d t o make the repayments 


and w h i l e i n p r a c t i c e some d e l a y might o c c u r , i t i s not 


l e g a l l y p o s s i b l e d e l i b e r a t e l y t o d e l a y payment. To change 


the p o s i t i o n would r e q u i r e p r i m a r y l e g i s l a t i o n . 


3. I am c o p y i n g t h i s t o a l l C a b i n e t c o l l e a g u e s , Norman 


F o w l e r , M i c h a e l J o p l i n g , and S i r Robert Armstrong. 


(G.H.) 
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