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and Tobago (the only Commonwealth party to the Treaty) ap
abStaine
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The meeting is to take place on 26 April.
een

This vote has b,
seen as a serious diplomatic set-back for Britain If th
i e

Argentinians succeed at the Foreign Ministers meeting j
in "
a two-thirds majority in favour of economic and other p getting
anctippg

and in getting a resolution supporting their position and
n

denouncing the threat to peace imposed by the Fleet
'

inevitably have an impact on Third World opinion.
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Mexico is likely to be helpful, and L -
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for a balanced resolution but she is not certain to vote
against

are very concerned at this unhelpful development,

hard on our behalf.

Argentina.
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Argentina has requested the meetina of the Agency for the Prohil
Y Prohi

ition of Nuclear Weamons in Latin America (OPANAL) in "“ashinaton this
weekend, to consider application of the Treaty of Tlatelolcov
(banning nuclear weapons in Latin America) to the Task Force.

The Argentinian contention is that Protocol I to the treaty
prohibits the use of nuclear propelled submarines in hemispheric
waters. The majority of countries represented - Peru, Honduras,
Uruguay and Mexico - are relatively well-disposed to us. The
Argentinians have sent trade union leaders and politicians to
other Latin American States, and in an effort to woo Mexico have
promised the release of a long-term refugee, presently housed in

the Mexican Embassy in Buenos Aires.

t;npliz:m:it?zinnmerican countries (Panama and Venezuela) have
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!'1e continues to be privately sympathetic.

(hi
the hardening of Latin American opinion has been echoed in
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rid on 19 April to express Spanish support for Argentina over

and mustered a reasonable crowd. It is clear that
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yith her future European partners and allies on this issue, but

spanish popular feeling is very pro-Argentine.

¢, The European Parliament has condemned the invasion and strong

mblic support continues to be given by Chancellor Schmidt and

the French. The French Foreign Minister has, however, said in

private that should force be used to settle the dispute, the
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oerriding concern to stop a greater conflict.
proposal for a series of

shom reluctance to support Britain's
The
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The Italian government may be
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factor may be that there is a large Italian community in Argentd

Third countries.
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A Argentine Dalegation was listened to with interest in Rome
fecent 1y, Additional support for the British position hasA:o::tina.
from Norway, who on 19 April publicly banned imports fr:mswe:en -
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was not used by Argentina to circumvent measures taken by

Othey
countries.

e There has been little change in Commonwealth Opiniop, The
Canadians have decided that their Ambassador should return tq

Buenos Aires and the Australians appear to be on the point of
doing the same. There are signs that New Zealang domestic opinioy
may be less than wholehearted in its support for the Government g
actions taken so far. Malta and Cyprus, hitherto Silent, haye
both indicated that support from them will not 9o beyond the

favourable Council of Europe resolution.

8. The United States have continued to Support us strongly, as
has the American press and opinion in Congress. Mr Haig has
given us a private assurance that if the Argentinians were wholly
intransigent, the US would apply economic sanctions against them.
Senator Moynihan has introduced into the Senate a "sense of the
house" resolution pProposing economic sanctions against Argentina
until she complies with SCR 502. The Americans, like the Germans,
are showing increasing signs of nervousness at Soviet involvement
in the dispute. The Japanese are still sitting on the fence.
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