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20875 MEETING

5.00 p.m., Wednesday, 7th June 1978, in the
” N Leader's Room at the House of Commons.

ACENDA

1. Future Business.
2. Forthcoming Events.
3. CGeneral political discussion,

4. Any other business.
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LEADER'S CONSUITATIVE COMMITTEF

Rinuteg of the Z08th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m, on
Wedresday, 7th June, 1878, ir the Leader's Room at
the Houge of Commons.

Frogent: Mrs. Thatcher (In the Chair)

Sir Keith Joseph, lord Carrinpton
lord Thorneycroft, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
Mr. Pym, Sir lan Gilmovr, Mr. Jenkin,
¥r. Davies, Mr. Neave, Mr, Heseltine,
Mr. St. John Stevas, Mr. Maude ,

Mr. Edwards, Mr, Nott

Mr. Atkins
In attendance: Sir Michael Mavers, lord Derham,

Mr. Jopling, WNr, Stanley, Mr. Patten,
Mr. Wolfgon, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Nichonlson

Apologles: Mr. Wnitelaw, lord Hallsham, Mr. Prior,
Mr. Feyten, Mre.. Oppenheim, Mr. ¥ing,
¥r. Taylor

1. Froposed Businenss for the Week 15th-19th June
—Looomst £O5-NCAS 1or the Weelr 12th-19th June

0n Monday, 12th June, there would be a Supply Day. Thie
would be devoted to  a debate on the Firet Report from the
Exnenditure Committee, Semeion 1876=77, on Preventive Medicipe,
and con the Covernment Observations.

Or Tuesdsy, 13th June, Mp. A. Bennett would seek leave to
introduce his Water Services Charges (Rebates) B1ll under the
10 Minute Rule. Thiz would ke rollowed by the remaining stages
of the State Immunity Bill (Sir Michae) Havere) ‘and of the
Community Service by Offerders (Scetland) Bill {¥r. Taylor}.
Thege would be followed by proceedings on the Tuvalu Bil) and
on the Export Cuarantees and Overzcas Trvestment B111 and the
Oathe Bi71, and by a Motich on EEC Documents R/85/76 and
R/467/78 on Hon=Life Assurance.

Or Wednesday, 14th June, Mr. M, Worris would seek leave to
introduce his Direct Labour (Bestriction of WVerks} Bill,

This would be followed ty a Supply Day, with subject to be
decided,

On Thursday, 15th June, there would be a Supply Day:
the Roval Navy, on a Motion for the AdJournment (Mr, wall,
Mr. Pattie),

On Friday, 16th Jure, there would be a debate on the First
Bepoart from the Select Committes on Violemce in the Family and
the Covernment Observations,

On Monday, 13th Jjune, there would be & further Supply Day.
The fellowing day a chanpe of busiresc was anrouncer,

following the decision to have a Debate on the Economy on
Wednesday, 14%h June,



2. Bubjeetn for the Supply Deye

There wae a discusslon and 1t was' agreed to debate
fieheries on the firet half of the supply day on idth June.
In the second half, there would be a debate on the Official
Secrete Act, We would not vote on either of thess subjects.

Mr. Jopling reported Mr, Peyton's views on fipheries
Piven to the Backbench Committee. . He had arpued that we should
in thie debete insist that Mr, Silkin should threaten that, ir
no agreement,were reached with our EEC partners, the Government
should take-npilateral conservation measures in British waters.
This was a%reed, and 1t was also arreed that 1t was desirable
to have a fupther debato on firheries after Mr., Silkin'a viasit
to Brussels, when we should vote, and seek to obtain the support
of all the minority partics. ¥r. Peyton would open the
Tigheries debate.

3. Future Sunply Dayas

. There was a discussion and the following points were
ﬂg read;—

{1) If the mortgage interest rate were inoressed this
Friday, 1t would be desirable te have a debate on housing
ap Monday, 19th June, A fire)l declsion or this would
be taken at fthe next meeting,

{11} It war suggested that the other subjects for debate
might be: - Quangos (the Research Department were asked

£o inveatigate what work had already been dene, apart

from Mr. Holland's series of questione); the derelict
lard 4n inner citiee owned by publie authorities; the
work of the Redundarcy Feymenta Act; the role of

private enterprise in job creation: ard naticralisatior of
banka and lnsurence companies (which it would be deniraple
to preface with-a letter to the Frime Minister asking him
what sectlons of Jebourig Programme ard which Labour
Conference resclutions he supported).

A, Scotland and Wales Bills -

There was a short digcussior and +the frllowing points
wWere sgreedi-

{1) The Lords! amendment Yimiting the voting rights of
Scottish members on gubjecte of exclugively Fnglish concern
wan satiefactory.

{i1). There should he a further discussion on the lipe
to be taker on the lords' amendmerts in Feneral.

G Folicy Work

Lire. Thatcher reported that 1t would be desirable for the
Shedow Cabinet to clear a draft of the Manifesto before the
Summer Recesap. There wag a discussion and the following pairts
were agreed:-

(1) In view or recernt leaks, the security arrangements
for all such documente should be tightened.



(11} The remazining policy Eroups should be wound wp
ag scon af poepeible - and certainly by the Summer
Recees — and all papere held by ocutside members
should be located and returned.

(111) Membere were requested, in the interests of
security, to "shred" earlier or interim policy group
Teporte. The Chairman of each policy group would he
responsible for remindine members to do this.

(iv) There should he an early meeting of the Ieader!'s
Steerirg Commifttee to diccuss Mr. Heseltine's paper on
rates, and meetings were also required to discuss
repional polley, short-term bencfits, sale of couneil
houses end other outstanding subjects.

8. The Folitical Situation

There was g dizscussion and the following points were
agreed:—

(i) The ecoromy was cxpected to show sipns of
deterioration in the coming weeks and 1t was vital for
us to take every cpportunity to bring this to the
attentlon of the public.

(i1} Displays of dibunity were damaging. It was vital
to reiterate the policies on which we were agreed and
not %o refer in public to points on which 1t was
accepted that there might be differences of view. In
particular, it was important for all members to attack
the Cebinet's esconomic Torecasts and to emphasise that
the Govermment's temporary expedients were wholly
inadequate: a totally new spproach was required,

(111) Mo member nf the Shadow Cabinet was to appear on
televizion or engage in public debate apainst another
Conservative MP., Mr. Atkins would ensure that this
rvle wag observed.

7. Worlring Dinner at ¥o,10

Mra. Thatcher reported thet members of the Shadow Cabinet
had recelved, or were likely to receive, an invitation -~
from the Prime Minister's office to a working dinner on
10th July to meet representatives of the NEB and the Scottish
and Welsh Development Agencles. It wan agreed that all members
of *the Shadow Cabinet and front-bench spokesmen would refuse
such ar invitation.

8. Foreign Affairs

There was a short discussion. Members were invited to read
Mr. Devies's speech in the ferelgn affairs debate. It was agreed
that Mr. Davlies would circulate s background paper on Southern
Africa at an early date, in preparatior for a full discussior of
thir guestion.

The meeting closed at 6.10 p.m.
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