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29 APETL 1084 AT 12.30 ¥ 1B & STORMOET CAS!

Fothar Hogoee explained that he crme us the persosal,
not the diplosetic, vepresentative ¢f the Pope:. Hs Lrovght a

mogsage €O the Bacretary of State ixos the Popa. This wes that
ho_. cEnG o & migslon of pemce, goodvill snd eomeern desply felt
by the Fope Lor strih enywhere, end erpecially vhore life was

in dasger. he Pope hed spoken out very clearly egainst violence,
for exsmple ot Droghedn, and hisonimagionor viclanse included
those sughped in violente wgained thasselven. The Pope mte&
t0 offex help im oy vy he conld 40 sveid the loas el life which
vas now in prospect. He hed ssnt Peatner Megse not as o

regotiotor but ae & peratmel representetive to see whether there
was &y wdy of atopplug this sndovas.

2. Pethor FMagee oxprosassd gratituds for the kimdly and helprul

Xesponses ha had hed eince the beginnize of hig viglit., BRe had

hed & valuedle conversation with o Bleker snd Mr Aligon ot
Iondoe Alrport (though he was verturbed thet mmn of hin visit
bad pumshow beccme public « thet night have made Bands unwilling
to sso him). r

' %. Fatbexr Hsgoee pave ¢ dotailed scodmmt of his wieit to Sande.
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r;'fj’ Hs was garpriesingly well, end saked Father Hageo to thank the
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Pope for sending & representative, TFather Magee expleined to
Hr Bende st length the Pope's condemaetion of violence, to which
Bsnde responded by explaining his stund, In response to Pather
Hegeo's plea to end the hunger striks, Sands responded “de not
eak :e that®™, Father Magee oxphasissd to Bands that this wasn

a personnl plea from the Pope, to which Bamnds »esponded that

tha Fope wonld understand that the poople of Eorthsran Ireland

are & dowmtyrodden people.

&, Patber Keges paid he had asked Sands to provide time for
poseibilities to be quxplomd by ending hie hunger striis if

oaly temporerily - say for three days. Sands sald thet he would
end it immedistely for fLive doys provided that cextain conditions

‘were satisfisd. The Bacratery of Btate intervened to ecuphagise

¢that vhille he was willing to hesx what Pather Magee hed undertaken
¢0 pass cn, he most re-emphasiss that hie meeting with Father

Mages was taking plece on the basis that thers was no question

of =ny forwm of negotiation., Fathsr Negee racogrised that.

5. Bards' conditions were:

8) In officiel from the HIO would visit hiu to diseuss
“the whole guestion®

w0 priestis should bve present ss gusrentors

hree other pﬂnanara (not the hm:.ger strikeras, bub presuxstly
the "0Cs® witdim the prisea) should be presend

fands empbasieed that he was not demanding politicel atatus,
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but svught satisfection on ths five domande. Ii’ thﬁ were
achieved, he would mot bdagin his hunger strike agein at the
end of the five days.

6. Bunds sadd he reslissd that to setf conditions for ending
the atrike wvas not the answer Father Mages wanted.

But it would
ssxve no ussful purpose for Father Hagee €0 coms back agein
without & represantative from the EIO.

-

7. Father Fageo agked whether there was sny hope of movement
Oh these well-inown lssues. KHa thought there was nag sny greas
guostion of prisciple invelved,

8. She Becreotary of Btate emphasised his respsct for the Pupn's
nepssge anxd hig personsl respect for the Pope. It wag guite
cloay, however, that Bsnds wes getting conditvione. He had expluined

that there could be no nsgotiation: that was what fsndes wes

trying to initiate, The Govermment hal no ixmation of conceding
politioal statose but the excollance of the fecilitles at the Husze

Frigon end the Govanunent's record of improving them {(whiok thay

would continue even if fends died) showed that ¢hey had acted

compepglonately.
bomanely and

to xeupiasible criticien including the guggastiommeds by the

- BGHE, Isprovemsnt in conditions in the prigon had lexgsly overw

tekon thtwe of the five dsmends. 4he regspopss of the prisonexs
kad Loon to sntenzify thelr demonds., The Governmsnt would not
grent Gemands made im this way, the oaffect of which would be to

greatke -apecinl ghatus to rpeciel people, geite Lnconslialent with
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ie perticular, the Govermmsnt bad respondet.
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7 the Fope's moessage at Divoghedn. The effect of giving in to the

demends world ba to sroate a rogine within the prison in which
a parfdcular group msde theiyr own decisions ag to whaty they

wore, the nature of their work &nd whether they worked, and

ukich of their fellow prisonsrs they would associate with. To
conoeds thst would be wrong -~ and would also provoke &
violent reaction within the Province which winld threaten
innecent iivens

9. Father HMogee ssid bhe fhought that the prischeyrs would not
be inflaxible: they wantsd ¢vidency of goodwlll becsuse promise:!
had boen made 0 thom wt the ond of the lust hunger strike snd

bod ret been kept.

10.

fhe Becretary of Glabe emphasiced to Father Magee that no

pronices hed been nods at the end of the last huager strike,

el fack wan wlll ronown to Sande. The Seoretary of Stale hendad
¢o ¥obhey Mogee docussnts including notices issusd 0 the prisonsrs
at the end of the last hunger sirike which would state the

pogdition guite clewrly.

11. Yather Magee expressed the hope at the end of the meotling
that ¢there wonld bes eome resction o the Papela plea., He thought
it likaly thet he would leave NHorthemrn Ireland om the following
day unlegs thoxe were developments which reguired him to stay.

Heo thought &¢ likely that he would meet Ssnds' fomily later in
the dsy; and he had 22060 ssked Coxdinel OFiaich Co see whether

prréngemsats oould be wade for Fathor Mageo o wipit familiesn
of  pembers of the Sscurity Porces who had besn kllled by

tarrordstes. This muggestion had been made by ths Fope himsgelfd.




the Fope’s plea t0 end their fest decsuss the resgage spplied
Just as much to them es to Sands,
no ohjection to his doing so.

e Becretery of State ratced

: 12. Lt the-emd -of the meoting the Becretsry of State expleinsd,
: end Fether msmh sccepted, that the Sacretary of Stste counld not

8600 Yothor Mageo mgain becanse 0do £0 would risy cresting
i tho msaian that some form of nsgotiation wae going on.

here was no qneatim of nopgotiation and the SBscretary of State
wonld need to contivus Yo meke thed quite clear,
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