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et ) Minubes of the 18%0d Meetiil Keld '2€75.00 p.m, !

on Wedneeday, L1Eh May 1877, in the Teader's' =o'
Room &t the anuq.gg:Qpnmqnq.d

Present: : . .Mre. Thatcher -“'.?.t,l_',‘ﬁ Chair)

[

Tme, Whitelal; $i¥ Keith'doseph,. .. !
Lord Thorneycroft, Bir- Geoffrcy Howe;
Mr. Prior, Mr, Pym, Sir lamn Cilmour,

Mr. Jenkin, Mz, Davies, Mr. Heave,

Mr. Heseltine, Mr. St. John Stevas,

.. ) Mr. Maude, Mpr.. Edwardd, Mri Nott, -
: L .7 MpE.. Oppenheim. M- King, Mr, Taylor.

: : - Tand .

N 1In atteddance: - SirHichael Havers,, M Butler, .. i
9 Nr. Stanley, Mr. Patten, Mr. Ridke
¥r. Hoosen, Mpr, Nicholson.

Apblogiest Lord Carrington, Lord Hailehmm, . .
ST My Peytan. [REREI . i

1. Proposed Businces for the Week 16th-23rd May (PP
g U . g
on Monday, 16th May, there would be private Members'
Motions: those of Mr. M. Mates, Mr. F. Burden and-Mr, C. Morrison.
These would be followed by the Second Reading of the Post Office
Bill {Mr. Lamont) and by Prayers relating tc Police Disgipline
and Complaints Regulations {Mr, alisen}.

an Tuesday, 17th May, Mp. B. Grocott. would seek, leave to

introduce his deneral Elections (Limitation of Expenses} Bill
under the 10 Mirute Rule. This would be followed by the Second
Reading of the” Local Authorities (Restoration of Works Fowers)

. Bi1l {Mr. Speed); and by the Sccond Rleading of the Centrol of
office Development Bill -(Mr. Rosei).  This would he followed by a
Motion on EEC Documerts R/75/77 ard R/477, R/478 and R/479/77 on
Epergy Policy (Wr. H. tray).

on Wedpesday, 13th May, Mr. J. Watkinson would secek ledve to
introduce his Cguncil House Tenants (Security of Tenure) Bill
wnder thé 10 MinGté Bule. This weuld be. followed by a Supply day,
and by a Metion on EEC Documents R/00/76 and R/540/76 con Sulphur
in Fuel Gil. . .

Or Thursday, 19th May,-there would be.a Supply Day. This
would be fcllowed by a debate on the Second Report from the Select
Committee on Overseas Development in Session 1975/6 on Relations
with Develeping Countries, and the First Special Report in 1976-77.
This would be folleowed by the Remaining stages of the Rent
(Agricuiture) Amendment Bill (Mr. Rossi) «

or Fridiy, 20th May, there woulda be the Frivate Members' Dills
of Mr, D. Hunt, Mr. F. Evana, Mr. P. Cormack, Mr. K. Leomus, and
Mr. E. darshall,

On Monday, 23rd May, there would be 8 debate on the Report of
the Annan Committae ot the Future of Broadcasting (Mr. Whitelaw).
This would be followed by a Motion on Immigration Rules.




2z, Matters Arising on Businees
There was a discussion and the followling points were agreed:
(1} We woirkd -engqul e-fiurther into. the purposs of Mr. Watkinson's
Council House fenants (Security of Tenure) Bill on 18th May, and
we ghould not vote on the Motion ofi immigration rulsé on 23rd Hay.

(11} We should aek fdr a debdte on youth ‘unemployment in
Gavernment time.

R I sl et
{£41) Mr. Hmniah)‘}z'-ay would speak in theidebate on Energy
Policy,on i7th; May, Mr. Sgénnbury in that on Sulphur in Fuel Qil

on. 1&th May and Mp. Critth whi 1d F"wind-up" in that on Breadcasting
on23rd Hay. . tL o

L L W
3. Subjgct,for,Supply Ms ) R
1 Thers wabi &' ditcussichiand: it was agreed to debate the *
fortheoning Belgrade Conference on the Helsinki mgreements on
either 18th or 19th May, with Mr. Davies and Mr. Blaker speaking,
and that we should eeek to debate the mavy on the other day,
instead of :reldticnd with -developing countrisp, as originally

proposed. ¢
B T

It was also Agreed that debates on the folleowing subjects
would be desirable -in the near fukure: youth unemployment, when
the working party's report was published {if the Government failed
to provide time for a debate); bank naticnaligaticn {(half a day)
to coinclde with the opening of the banks!' canpaign (on Monday ,
16th May) against the threat of -naticnalisation; the role of
trade unions, possibly relating to the mile of “law; or individual
.righte or the proposed Fress Chartér: and the NEB and British
Tanners' products . (half a day).

4. Follow-up to the Local Goveroment Elections
Therc was A discussion and the following polints were agreed:

{1) It was important to give sericus attention to the tone
of what our representatives on the Conservative~cofitrolled local
authorities did and said over the next few months, as the Party
as a whele would be judged in this light. ’

(1i) 0Qur policy in Local Government could be summed up in
_the sliogan "'cut out waste", which was preferable to the expression
igut public epending. It was important for members of the Shadew
Cabinet to use their influence to see that this was the tone set
by our council]:o'rs and to maintain contact with them.

{iii) We should megk teo persuade Congervative councils not
to cut their grants to local voluntary bodies; the encouragement
of such bedies provided an economic way of uslng scarce rescurces.

(1v) We should cobtain exsmples from our local autherities
of puccesas in getting value for money.

(v) We should encourage Conservative local authorities to
ensure that the local authority assoclations took a lese
deferential attitude towards Government pressures than they had
in the past.’ . o .



6.

Develution

Mr. Pym reported on the line he would tmke in his speech to
the Scottish Party Conference, as agreed at the meeting of the
Shadow Cabinet on 27th April (Bee Minutes, item 4). Tt was noted
that Mr. Taylor and Mr. Edwards had read and approved Mr. Fym's
speech. The following points were further agreed:

(i} We did not propese sither to retract our cominitment to
a directly elected assembly or to re-emphasise it. Our line was
that every Partywould enter any further constitutional discussions,
making use of the work they had dene in the paet, but without
stipulating conditicens for the future.

{i1) ¥e should emphssise the cost of the proposals in the
recent Government Bill.

{i11) We should exmmine what further administrative devalution
Qﬂ‘.ght take place.

Dipect Elections

Mr, Atkins reported on the legislation that the Government
were believed to be preparing. It was agreed that we should need
mare definite information before discussing the matter further.

The Washingten Appointment .
Mrs. Thatcher reported that infermation had Just been received

that Mr. Feter Jay, the Prime Minister's son-in-law, had been

appointed to succeed Sir Peter Ramsbotham as British Ambassader

in Washington., It was agreed that members of the Shadow Cabinet

should tpy to aveid commenting, although if pressed, we might

indicate our surprise at this appointment.

Preparations for Stage Three

Mr. Prior reported on the sort of agreements he understood
the Government would seek to obtain and how he believed trade union
jeaders would react. There was a discussion and the following
points were agreed:

(i) It was important to give full consideration to the public
relations aspects of our response to the Stage Three proposals)
whether to wern in advance of the dangers of allowing pey claims
to soar, and if so, when.

{ii) We should, however, at nc point seek to undermine the
Covernment®s position while talks with the union leaders were
continuing.

(1i1) A continuing rise in unemployment would make thie a
mach mere ssnsitive political issue.

The meeting closed at €.10 p.m.



