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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 70

Our latest Gallup 'tracking' study conducted from 16th to
22nd June found for the eighth week running almost no change
in the level of unprompted support for the Social Democrats.
There is no signs of an upsurge in support for them.

must be stressed that this survey is a national survey

It
and the findings cannot be generalised to the unique
situation in Warrington.




PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 70

(produced 26th June 1981)

Introduction

The interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study was conducted from

16th to 22nd June and for the eighth week running Gallup found
the Social Democrats

the Wavel of unprompted support for th
stabl ; per cent of the electo
reMWAd about the existance of

the level for them also shows no

trend. Supporu for a Liberal-Social Democrati

fall and now stands at 28% compared to 38%

the Liberals has also in recent months remained stable.
Labour has not shown any change whilst our support has increased
htly. The next effect of these changes has been to decrease
our's lead on the standard Gallup basis (excluding don't knows)
8% in the poll published in the Daily Telegraph on 18th
(conducted 9/15 June) to 5% in our latest unpublished study.
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Standard Voting Intention

The table below shows on the basis used to present Gallup figures
in the Daily Telegraph (excluding don't knows) the level of support

for the main parties.
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approval for the record of the Government
in the - 155 to be hoped this marks the start of an
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Popularity of Political Leaders

ange in the popularity of the leaders of the three main
ur latest study. Details are given below.
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Published Polls

M.O.R.I. (Sunday Times 28th June 1981)
ot
Sunday Times on 28th June 1981 included a report on an
.R.I. survey conducted in Northern Ireland from June 18th to
id. The key findings are:-

john Grimwa¢

a-» »—\.gv—'"'b, mﬁ g, Lo =

“Opinion

Which of these suggestwns for sohnng the problem
in Northern Ireland is acceptable to you personally?

Northern Ireland to be fully T Acceptable
integrated with the United Kingdom- Unacceptable

1 NIto remain part of the UK but with its own Acceptabie
i~ assembly with-guarantees for Catholics - Unacceptable

N1 to-be an mdependent state = . Acceptable
- . Unacceptable

NI to be repartitioned with'some of it~ - - -*) - Acceptable
becoming part of the Republic S ; - Unacceptable

| NI to be part of a federal Irish state but with Acceptable
1 - -its own assembly- with guarantees for Protestants Unacceptable

NI to. be fully integrated- wnh the - Acceptabie
Republic of Ireland i L - Un-acceptable

=] .- How strongly do you approve of d:sappmo Strongly approve
.o _power-sharing 7 ) . Tend to approve
N oo e Wt i i el Ne:therappruve nor disapprove

: c ol . Tend to disapprove

Sfrong!y disapprove

thh of these stztements best descnbes your :tbtnde to
the. British Army’s futore in Northern Ireland 7 :

¥ - The Brifish Army should stay in Northern Ireland
“atits present numerical strength

F - The British Army should stay at a-reduced numerical strength

The British Army should be withdrawn from Northern Ireland

N it has been suggested that the British government Agree
. could encourage 2 political settlement by announcing Disagree
& _dm for withdrawing the army. Do you agree?

Don’t know/neither

1%

97

Do you think Catholic and Protestant 75% | 66%:| 72%
childrea should go to the same schoois? 116 Faszl1s-

Soms percenciges do not 1dd up to 100% becauvse Don't Knows have been exciuded
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