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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 78

The results from our latest Gallup 'tracking' study are the same as
those published in the Daily Telegraph on 20th August 1981. Compared
with the previous unpublished Gallup poll (conducted 8/13 July)

this latest study found a substantial jump (7%) in the level of
support for the Social Democrats. Compared with the results of

our previous unpublished tracking study, the increase in support

for the Social Democrats was fairly small (1%).

Looking back at the level of support for the Social Democrats since
the Warrington by-election, it would appear they have managed to
improve their overall level of support from around 12% to the
18/19% mark. ——
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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 78

1. Introduction

The results from our latest Gallup 'tracking' study are the same as those published

in the Daily Telegraph on 20th August based on a survey conducted from 12th to

17th August. This published poll found a 7% increase in the level of support

for the Social Democrats when compared with the results of the previous published
Gallup poll - conducted before the Warrington by-election in the period 8/13 July 1981.
Comparison of this latest study with the previous published Gallup poll shows a slight
fall in support for the Labour, Conservative and Liberal parties. The net effect

of these changes in the level of support for the parties was no change in Labour's
lead over the Conservatives. It should be noted that this comparison is based

on voting intention figures that have been recalculated to exclude 'don't knows'.

Comparison with the results of our unpublished tracking study conducted during

the previous week (5/10 August) does not show such . changes. Comparison
with the latest survey found a very slight increase in support for the Conservatives
and Social Democrats (1% in each case), a 2%% increase in support for Labour, a 2%
fall in Liberal support and a 1% increase in Social Democrat support. The net
effect of these changes was to increase Labour's support over the Conservatives
from 9% (5/10 August) to 10%% (12/17 August).

Full details of the level of support for the main parties in response to our
three voting intention questions which differ slightly from the results in the
Daily Telegraph - these tables include 'don't knows' as a separate category - are

shown below.
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VOTING INTENTION IF SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE
(including don't knows)
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. 2. Standard Voting Intention

The table below shows on the same basis as used for the presentation of Gallup
figures in the Daily Telegraph, the level of support for the main parties.

For a consideration of trends in these figures please see the introduction

to this note.

VOTING INTENTION
(excluding don't knows)

CON LAB LIB SOCIAL OTHER
ey DEMOCRAT

1979 % % % %

May (GE) 43.9 36.9 ) ”
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* First Gallup Post-Election Survey
** Published Polls

Government Record

Slight increase in the level of disapproval for the record of the Government
in this latest study when compared with the results of our previous
unpublished survey.




GOVERNMENT RECORD
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4, Popularity of Political Leaders

When compared with the results of our previous unpublished study this latest survey
found a drop in the popularity of all three main political leaders. Details below.

POPULARITY OF POLITICAL LEADERS
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