
KB/:30/1 CCNSIDENTIAL

Public Opinion Back round Note 230
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Introduction

Gallup conducted the interviewing for our latest 'tracking s_udy from :st to 5th

September - the interviewing was completed largely before the start of the T.U.C.

Congress. The sharp drop in Conservative support we found in our previous

'tracking' study conducted from 25th to SOth August was not confirmed by our

latest study. The 25/30 August study found 40% claiming they would vote
Conservative - a drop of 5% percentage points when compared with the previous

study. Our latest study found an increase in support to 43%%. Support for

Labour has fallen back to the level it reached before the sharp increase we found

in cur previous study. Our latest study found 28%% claiming they would vote

Labour - this compares with 32% in our previous study. Although our latest study

found a slight increase in Social Democrat and a slight fall in Liberal support

the combined level of Liberal and Social Democrat support remained almost unchanged.

Liberal support fell from 1174% to 8% and Social Democrat support increased from

15% to 17%. The combined level of Liberal and Social Democrat support fell from

26*X.%70 26%.

The table on the following page shows the level of support for the main parties,

when those respondents who did not give an answer to the standard voting intention

questions are excluded.
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VOTING INTENTION

(unprompted question, excluding
:don't know)
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 LTBERAL & SOC)AT
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Con over

Lab

May(GE)43.936.913.8




5.5 + 7.0 13.8
13/16 June*42.043.513.0




5.0 -9.0 13.0

1982





6/11 jan25.530.017.0 25.0 2 .5 -4.5 42.0

13/18 jan27.529.513.0 26.5 3.5 _3.5** 39.5

20/25 jan30.027.014.0 26.E 2 .5 +3.0 40.5
27 Jan/1 Feb29.029.015.0 24.0 3.0 0.0 39.0-

Aft3/8 Feb29.029.01E.0 26.0 1 .0 0.0 41.0
mp1o/15 Feb27.534.014.5 21 .5 2 .5 - 6.5** 35.0

17/22 Feb26.533.514.0 22.0 4.0 -7.0 36.0
24 Feb/1 March21.032.511.0 22 .5 3.0 -1.5 33.5
3/8 March30.033.511.5 21.0+ 4.0 -3.5 32.5
1 1/1E,M2rch31.532.011.5 21.5+ 2 .5 -1.5** 33.0
17/22 March34.030.011.0 21.0+ 4.0 + 4.0 37.0

24/29 March32.028.011.0 27.5+ 1.5 + 4.0 38.5

31 March/5 April34.027.010.0 26.0+ 3.0 + 7.0 26.0
7/12 April31.529.011.0 26.0+ 2 .5 +2.5** 27.0
13/19 April31.020.010.0 2 6.0+ 3.0 +1.0 36.0
31/26 April31.533.010.5 24.5+ 0.5 -1.5 35.0
28 Arri1/3 May37.030.511.0 20.0+ i +6.5 31.0
5/10 May41.528.09.5 19.5+ 1.5 +13.5** 2 9.0
12/17 May42.031.010.0 15.0+ 1.0 +11.5 26.0
19/24 May45.027.011.0 15.0+ 2 .0 +18.0 25.0
26/31 May45.527.09.5 16.0+ 2.2 +13.5 25.5
2/7 June48.523.511.5 1 4.5+ 2.0 +25.0 26.0
9/14 june45.025.010.0 18.5+ 1.5 +20.9 *4 22.5

Aft16/21 Sune49.024.010.0 15.5+ 2.0 +25.0 25.5
lop23/28 June45.529.010.0 13.2+ 2 .5 +16.5 23.0

30 June/5 July45.025.512.5 15.0÷ 2.0 19.5 27.5
7/12 July46.527.57.5 16.5- 2.0 19.0** 24.0
14/19 July44.027.53.5 18.0+ 2 .2




25.5

21/26 Suly39.020.710.0 17.5+ 3.0 +8.5 27.5
28 July/2 AU2 43.530.08.E 16.0+ 2.0 +13.5 24.5

4/9 Aug46.023.09.0 13.5+ 3.5 -.13.0 22.E

11/16Aug44.526.510.7E 17.0+




1.E L.E

18/22Au345.527.39.2 16.5+





2E/30Au20.032.011.5 15..0 1.5




26.5

1/6Sect4).E28.58.0




3.1




*First Gallup. pcs=-Election s=:ey
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-Includes those saying they woulO vote fi:r77,
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3. Fccularitv of Folitical Leaders

Tne drop in Mrs Thatcher's bcouLarity in our previous'irachin.,-2 •.ras not =firmed
inour latest study. 2ur latest stJdy fcJnd =9% claiming tc te satisfied Wf_17.h
Mrs Tnatcher as Frime Minister .:=5% dissat4.-e.77ed). This compares 'ili7h
claiming to be satisfied in the brevicus study 00% dissatisfied.

M- Foot's popularity remains lcw and there was almost no change in Mr Steel's
popularity.

Details 3f the trends in popularity of the three main leaders are shown belcw:-

POPl7AR:TY 2F FOL:T:2.AL
7177'7C

Mrs Thatcher
Sat,. '

sat.Know

Mr Foot 

is

Not

Mr Eteel
non't :s:s Don't
nnowMot Know

1952








5/11 January 30 65 , 20 eE 1= 52 20 13
13/18 january 32 55 ., 1 67 le 59 7'7__  19
20/25 January 32 5=




,-_, 68 15 59 22
—




_--.27._;anil:eo 33 5 2 5 19 ;---,-,1 7,..., =‘,2 18 22
3,8 Feb 3' 55 ' 20 53 ,- el ---_....,7 3
1D/15Feb 29 55 e IQ--
 56 1= 59 2-.7.__-_,
 17
17/22 Feb 29 65 , 20 134 15 58 20 21
2= Febil March 32 63 5 71 54 15 55 22 22
3ZE Marcn 30 56 ' 20 54 15 58 72. 1E
11, 10 March 3= e2 J 21 55 14 58 22 12
'7/2= Yerch 33 e2




e






ill2,29March 35 59 e 79


20




7,7




7,11 A.pril 35 e2 = 23 el 1c 6:3 16 19
1319 April 36 62 7 2=3 =9 ,-_- e3 13 e
21:le April 37 e9 ' 26 e0





15,31 May 52 J3 7 177 7= _.. ^:..- -_"" la

5 ; ..• ''.:77-

,5 ,._.-

-7.-1

2.0
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Published Foils

(a) :/laran (7,dardian 7th Sentember 2982)

The Guardian on 7th September 1982 included details of a Mar_em survey on
attitudes to trade unionism conducted on Friday 3rd September. The survey was
limited tc trade unionists only.

Marplan asked trade unionists 'Do you support or oppose the motion tc be debated
at Brighton this week calling for total opposition to the Government's priviti-
sation policy. 46% claimed to be in favour, 44% against and 10% did not have a
view.

The Marplan sur7ey also asked trade unionists 'The 1980 Employment Act and the198?
Employment Bill place legal restraints on trade union freedom of action. Do you
think this legislation goes too far, not far enough, or is it about right'?' 42%
thought the legislation goes 'too far', 15% 'not far enough', 35% 'about right'
and 8% did not have a view. 411
When Marplan asked 'The TUG is committed to opposing this legislation. Tnions
may 'De asked at the conference to defy the 2982 Bill by refusing to attend court
proceedings and to pay fines and by withdrawing labour if any trade unionist is
gaoled. Would you be in favour or against such a motion? 42% claimed to be in
favour of such a motion, 50% against and 8% did not have a view.

Marplan asked also 'Health service unions have asked other unions to take sympa-
thetic strike action which could be unlawful, making individuals and unions
liable .70 fines,dama2es and imprisonment. Would you be prepared 70 take such
action" 40% claimed they would be prepared to take strike action in support of
the health workers, 52% they would not be prepared to take strike action and 3%
did not have a view.


