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0D(SA)(82) 4th Meeting

CABINET
DEFENCE AND OVERSEA POLICY COMMITTEE

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AND
THE FALKTLAND ISLANDS

MINUTES of a Meeting held at
10 Downing Street on
SUNDAY 11 APRIL 1982 at 7.00 pm

PRESENT

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP
Prime Minister

The Rt Hon William Whitelaw MP The Rt Hon Francis Pym MP
Secretary of State for the Secretary of State for
Home Department Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

The Rt Hon John Nott MP The Rt Hon Cecil Parkinson MP
Secretary of State for Defence Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster and Paymaster General
THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Terence Lewin Sir Antony Acland
Chief of the Defence Staff Foreign and Commonwealth Office

SECRETARTAT
Sir Robert Armstrong
Mr R L Wade-Gery
Brigadier J A C G Eyre
SUBJECT

SITUATION IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC
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Je Agreed that no arrangements should be made at the present
juncture for the Governor of the Falkland Islands to join the
British Task Group.

kL, Invited the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary to circulate
memoranda on the legal implications of a possible declaration of
war by Argentina, and on the legal bases for Britain's title to
sovereignty over the Falkland Islands, over South Georgia and over
the South Sandwich Islands.

-—

5) Agreed to resume their discussion at 10,30 am on 12 April,
in order to consider any proposals which Mr Haig might by then
have put forward.

6. Invited the Secretary of State for Defence to arrange for them
be given a full military briefing by the Chiefs of Staff at 11 am
on 13 April.

7o Took note that the Prime Minister would arrange for Parliament to
be recalled on 14 April.

8. Invited the Secretary of State for Defence to bring proposals
before them on the Rules of Engagement for the British Task Group
in good time before these were required.

Cabinet Office

12 April 1982
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