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My TELNC 113 : SOUTH GEORGIA

1.  COSTA MENDEZ TELEPHONED ME YESTERDAY EVENING TO SAY THAT HIS
MESSAGE TO YOU WOULD BE READY AT $93¢ (123pZ) TODAY AND | HAVE JUST
COLLECTED IT. OUR TRANSLATION OF FULL TEXT IS IN MY IFT. IN
ESSENCE 1T SAYS THAT WE ARE MAKING TOO MUCH FUSS QVER A MATTER

IN ADMITTEDLY DISPUTED TERRITORY SEMI COLON THAT THE ARGENTINE
GOVERNMENT CANNOT BUT TAKE THE PRECAUTICNS REQUIRED BY

PRUDENCE AND ITS RIGHTS AND THAT THE WORKMEN SHOULD CONTINUE

ON SOUTH GECRGIA SINCE THEY HAVE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION.

2. IN CONVERSATION COSTA MENDEZ AND ROCS EXPLAINED THAT THZ LAST
PHRASE MZANT THAT, IN THEIR VIEW (AND ROS WAS ONE OF THE NEGCTI[ A=
TORS) SOUTH GEORGIA 1S (REPEAT 18) INCLUDED IN THE WHITE CARD

REGIME BY THE 1971 AGRZEMENT. IN THE SAME CONVERSATION COSTA

MENDEZ TRIED RATHER LAMELY TO RECONCILE HIS CONFLICTING STATEMINTS
ASQUT THE BAHIA PARAISO BUT STILL PROFESSED IGNCRANCE ABQUT THE
PRESENCE ON BOARD OF ARGENTINE MARINES AND CAP{TAN TROMBETTA.

SINCE TODAY’S PRESS 1S FULL OF STATEMENTS THAT A BRITISH WARSHIP,
JOHN BISCOE, IS ON ITS WAY TO THE AREA | TOLD COSTA MENDEZ IN
CONFIDENCE WHAT BISCCE 1S AND THAT THE MARINES ON BOARD HER

ARZ NOT REINFORCEMENTS BY ROULEMENT IN CIVYVIES AND UNARMED. |
JUDGED THIS BETTER THAN ALLOWING HIM TO GET A GARBLED ACCOUNT ELSE-
WHERE. '

3. | TOLD COSTA MENDEZ THAT | WOULD, OF COQURSE, TRANSMIT HIS
MESSAGE AND WOULD NOT ANTICIPATE YOUR REACTICN, | COULD NOT,

HOWEVER, FAIL TO NOTE THAT IT DID NOT SUGGEST ANY CONSTRUCTIVE WAY
OF OROCSZDING AND, IF FACT, WITHDREW THE PROPOSAL HE HAD PUT TO ME
ON WEONESDAY. HE INTERJSCTED THAT T HAD NOT BEEN A PROPGSAL BUT

OME OF SEVERAL IDEAS. | RECALLED THAT YOUR RESPONSE TO IT,

PROPOSAL OR IDEA, HAD BEEN TO COFFER CONSIDERABLE CONCESSIOR TO BUILD
A GOLDEN BRIDGE. HE SEEMED NOW TO HAVE KNOCKED AWAY HIS END CF
THIS AND | URGED HIM TO LOSE NO TIME IN DEVISING ANCTHER. IT WAS,
| SAID, NOW AGAIN HIS TURN, :

4, | HAVS MACE NO STATEMENT TO THE PREISS 3
CHECK PUBLISHED DATA ON THE NATURE CF THE 31
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THE EVENTS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE ON STLREIER’S ISLAND 14 ITHE

SOUTH GEORGIAS ARE BEING FOLLOWED BY MY GOVERNMENT WITH CLUSE
ATTENTICN. | AM CONVINCED THAT BOTH THE BRITISH GRIVERINAENT Anl YSUR
EXCELLENCY SHARE OUR CONCERN AND THIS IS WHY [ AM SENDINSG THiS
MZSSAGE WITH THE OBJECT COF OESPSLLING ANY MISUNDERSTAMDING ARCUT

MY GOVERKMENT'S MOTIVES,

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUFicf WORKERS DISEMBARXED AT LIITH 7EZ
OF A PRIVATE AND PEACEFUL CHARACTZIR ZASED O THE UNDISPUTED FACT
THAT THEY WERE KNOWN IN ADVANCE BY HER BRITAKNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERKMINT
ALD 1% ANY CASE CN THE FACT THAT THEY ARE BEING CARRIED CUT 0%
TERRITORY SUBJECT TO THE SPETIAL REGIME AGREED IN 1971 BETWEEN
THE ARGENTINE AND GREAT BRITAIN. |IT 1S MOREQVER 9WITHIN YCUR
EXCELLENCY'S KNC¥LEOGE THAT THESZ TERRITORIES ARE CONSIDERED BY
THE ARGENTINE REPUSLIC AS HER COWX AND THAT THE SQVEREIGNTY DISPUTE
AECUT THEM HAS BEEZN RECCGNISED BY THE UNITED NATIONS 1K ITS
RELZVANT RESCLUTIONS., YOUR EXCELLENCY'S GOVERNMENT HAS
ACCERTED THE EXISTENCE OF THE SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE.

HOWEVER THE BRITISH GOVERKMENT HAS REACTED IN TERMS wHICH
CINSTITUTE A VIRTUAL ULTIMATUM BACKED BY THE THREAT COF MILITARY
ACTICN I8 THE FCRM OF THE DESPATCH CF THE NAYAL #ARSHIP ENDURANCE

 AND A REGUJRMENT FOR THE PSREMPTORILY |MMEDIATE ZVACUATION OF THE

ARGENTINE WCAKERS FROM THE SLAND, THESEZ ACTIONS HAVE 383N TAKEN
WwITHSUT A REAGARD T THE SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS MINTICMED A3CVE.
£ RZACTCN TO WHICH | REFZR THUS CONSTITUTES A “ISPD“D“QTiJﬁATE
ND PROVCCATIVE RESPONSE AGCRAVATED FOR MAVING RECEIYED Wil
FFUSICN N THE PAZSS wHICH HAS HAD A NESATIVE EFFECT 2V
HMEMTS AND WHICH 13 MNCT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARGINTIND 20V
N
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IN THIS COXNECTION | CANNGCT 3UT REZFER TC THE COMMENTS PUBLISHIZ H
THE BRITISH PRESS MANY OF WHICH HAVE HAD AN AGHRAVATING &FFICT

AND 1M ANY CASE 350 MCT COMTRIBUTE TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE
DESIRABLE CLIMATE FOR THE CONDUCT COF NEGCTIATICONS,
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(6 T4Z LIGHT 2F THIS ATTITUDE 'Y  GOVEANVENT CAN ONLY ASOPT
;imgz WIASURSS WHICH FIUCSKET ANC ITS RIGHTS OZXMAND, 1N THIS

a0 TIXT THZ ARGERTINE «CRXERS K SOUTH FSORGIA MUST REMALN THIRE
AinCE TASY HAVE 3ZEN GIVEIN THZ NICZSSARY OOCUMEXTATION TO 2T SCT.

| FEEL | MUST POINT OUT T9 YQUR EX
SITUATISYH 13 THE DIRECT RESULT OF THE
3y THE UNITED XIMGDSH CF THE TITLES T3
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SAUNTRY 4AS CYER THE MALVINAS, SCUTH GZIRG JA AND STUTH SAXDWICH
ISLANOS. THIS 1S CONFIRMID BY THE NZGATIVE ATTITUSE JF YUUR EXCELL-
2,015 GOVERNMENT THROUGHCUT MARY YZARS .OF KEGOTIATIONS [N wHICH
ARGERTINA HAS GIVEN ADECUATE EVIDENCE OF }TS w134 TC RIZTLVE
THE D1SPUTE BY PEACEFUL MEANS WITH PMAGINATION AHD 2ATIZHCE
£41CH TODAY HAYE LASTED FOR QVER FIFTIIN YEARS,

T4 RTSOLVE THE PRESSHT SITUATION | CONSIDER T MECEISARY THAT
YOUR SXCSLLENCY'S COVERNMENT SHOULD DISPLAY, AS BCZ3 THE &RTTIZ
AOVERNMINT, THE POLITICAL wWiILL TC AEG2 TIATE XOT CuLY THE CuaITYT

PQATLEY WHICH CIONCERN US BUT ALSO THE SOVEREIGNTY COISPU
STARING IN ¥IND THAT SO LONG AS THIS CONTIRNUES CUR RZLA
az osSN To SIMILAR CISTURBANCES AMD CRISES.
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YOUR EXCELLENCY CAN BE SURE CF COUNTING UPCH VTQ; COZPERATICHN
AMD GOODWILL §F MY GOVEARNMENT TC ACHIEVE A SATISFACTZAY ”“LUT!CN .
CourTESY ENDING,
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