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It was not clear why he made this assumption since it was
clear that China would not automatically come to the help
of the West if the Soviet Union attacked us. She had told
him that, in her view, the Soviet Union, faced with NATO
firm in the West and with China in the East, were probing
the soft underbelly which ran through Afghanistan, Iran
and other Middle Eastern countries into the African

continent.

Chancellor Schmidt said that he agreed with the Prime

Minister's assessment of Premier Hua's qualities. He had
found him clever and wise, with the outlook of a much big-
ger man than he had expected. He had been deeply impressed
Premier Hua. China had come a very long way since the
h of Mao. It had been noticeable that Premier Hua had
not mentioned Mao's name once in his speeches in the
Federal nepublic. He had given his German hosts an assured
and detalled assessment * Sino/Soviet relations, which
he had said was not his personal analysis alone, but the
eciation of the Chinese leadership as a whole.
as the Chinese view that there would not be a war with
the Soviet Union in the 1980s. They were confident in
-ement that the Soviet Union would never dare to
war on two fronts. Fremier Hua had said that
’hina could separate Eastern Siberia from the rest of Russia
by cutting their railways. The Soviet Union knew that they
not destroy all of China's missile forces and so the
retaliatory strike against Soviet cities
deterred them from attacking China. In making this fresh
appraisal of the strategic relationship between China and
the Soviet Union the Chinese were in effect abandoning
their own propaganda. FPremier Hua had also told him that
the Chinese had thoroughly analysed the Soviet strategic™
position before they undertook what they had termed the
self-defence operation in Vietnam. They had been confident
hat the Soviet Union would not intervene in response to

China's involvement, and their assassment had been proved
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richt in the event.
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The Prime liinister said that she had found Prenmier

tiua rather uncertain about the present situation in South
East Asia. She had told him that the United Kingdom regar-
ded Fol Pot as a cruel and barbsrous dictator. She had
not, however, msntioned to Premier Hua that the United
{ingdom would hava to raconsider before very long whether
we should continus to recognise Pol Pot. 1His regime was

no longer in control of the whole of Kampuchea, and there

might be a ca for recoznising neither him nor the regime
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of Heng Samrin for thz time bsing. Chancellor Schmidt

added that in deciding what to do about recognition, it

would be important to take account of the views of the

ASEAN countries.




