
I. 


.PRIME MINISTER 


L o r d Mountbatten's F u n e r a l 


The s e n i o r M i n i s t e r s f o r whom s e a t s are t o be r e s e r v e d have been 


i n f o r m e d and I have been i n touc h w i t h t h e Labour and L i b e r a l p a r t i e s 


about t h e i r s e a t s . 


You minuted t h a t s e a t s s h o u l d be o f f e r e d t o the l e a d e r of t h e 


U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s and t h e S c o t t i s h N a t i o n a l P a r t y . The Deputy C h i e f 


Whip spoke t o me today about arrangements f o r t h e f u n e r a l , and he 


wondered about s e a t i n g t h e SNP (2 members o n l y ) i n p r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 


o t h e r s m a l l m i n o r i t y p a r t i e s . 


Would you be c o n t e n t , p l e a s e , t o c o n f i n e the m i n o r i t y p a r t i e s 


t o a s e a t f o r Mr Molyneaux? 


A Wreath from the Government? 


The L o r d C h a m b e r l a i n ' s O f f i c e say t h a t Wreaths are t o be s e n t 


t o Romsey Abbey. Would you w i s h t o send one f o r t h e Government? 


The f i l e shows t h a t the Government has not always se n t f l o w e r s f o r 


the f u n e r a l s of members of t h e R o y a l F a m i l y , but d i d so f o r t h e 


f u n e r a l s of Queen Mary and t h e Duke of W indsor. 


I f you do w i s h a Wreath t o be s e n t , i t might be a s u b s t a n t i a l 


one (cream and w h i t e f l o w e r s ? ) accompanied by a c a r d s i g n e d by you, 


w i t h a s u i t a b l e i n s c r i p t i o n . That f o r t h e Duke o f Windsor i n 1972 r e a d 


"With p^aJaunel l'lLopocl!,, and i n g r a t e f u l rememberance 

of H i s R o y a l H i g h n e s s * s s e r v i c e s t o H i s C o u n t r y and 


t o t h e B r i t i s h Empire, from Her M a j e s t y ' s M i n i s t e r s . " 


We would submit a draft» 
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