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From the Private Secretary 	 7 May 1979 

C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t ' s V i s i t , 10/11 May 1979 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r has now been a b l e t o c o n s i d e r t h e 

arrangements f o r C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t ' s v i s i t t o London on 

10/11 May f o r t h e next i n t h e s e r i e s o f s i x - m o n t h l y A n g l o / 

German c o n s u l t a t i o n s a t Head o f Government l e v e l . The 

f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s r e q u i r e a c t i o n : 


( i )	 The Prime M i n i s t e r would l i k e t h e S e c r e t a r y 

o f S t a t e f o r Defence and h i s German c o u n t e r ­

p a r t , H e r r Aped, t o t a k e p a r t i n t h e d i s c u s ­

s i o n s . I have a l r e a d y i n f o r m e d C h a n c e l l o r 

S c h m i d t ' s o f f i c e o f t h i s but you may w i s h t o 

a l e r t H.M. Embassy i n Bonn as w e l l . I s h o u l d 

be g r a t e f u l i f you and t h eM.O.D. would con­

s i d e r u r g e n t l y whether a.ny e x p a n s i o n o f t h e 

b r i e f w h i c h has been g i v e n t o the Prime 

M i n i s t e r on d e f e n c e m a t t e r s ( b r i e f no. 5) 

i s c a l l e d f o r i n view o f t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

o f Defence M i n i s t e r s i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n . 


( i i )	 The Prime M i n i s t e r has approved the o u t l i n e 

programme wh i c h I e n c l o s e w i t h t h i s l e t t e r . 

You w i l l see t h a t t h e programme on 10 May 

now b e g i n s one hour e a r l i e r than e n v i s a g e d i n 

the d i s c u s s i o n s w h i c h have t a k e n p l a c e on t h e 

arrangements f o r t h e v i s i t ; t h i s i s t o a l l o w 

time between t h e end o f t h e f i r s t s e s s i o n o f 

t a l k s and t h e d i n n e r at No. 10 f o r t h o s e a t t e n d ­

i n g t h e d i n ne r t o change. 


( i i i )	 The Prime M i n i s t e r would be g r a t e f u l i f t h e 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y c o u l d meet 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt and h i s p a r t y a t N o r t h o l t 

on 10 May and e s c o r t him t o No. 10. 


( i v )	 The Prime M i n i s t e r would l i k e t o h o l d a b r i e f ­
i n g m e e t i n g f o r t h e v i s i t , a t 1730 on Wednesday, 


9
/ i  i  ̂  "  "  "  !  May, I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l f o r a d v i c e from 

vl>7 I the C a b i n e t O f f i c e on a t t e n d a n c e . f 


/ ( v ) 




( v )	 The Prime M i n i s t e r has a g r e e d t o make a s h o r t 

speech a t her d i n n e r f o r C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt on 

10 May wh i c h would s e t t h e tone and s t y l e f o r the 

Government's app r o a c h t o E.E.C. m a t t e r s . 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a d r a f t on t h e s e l i n e s i s 

a l r e a d y i n p r e p a r a t i o n . At t h e l u n c h f o r t h e 

two d e l e g a t i o n s a t No. 10 on 11 May, t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r w i l l w i s h t o make a s h o r t e r s p e e c h , 

c o n c e n t r a t i n g on Anglo/German r e l a t i o n s ; 

I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f s p e a k i n g n o t e s c o u l d ! 

be p r o v i d e d f o r t h i s as w e l l . 


( v i )	 The Prime M i n i s t e r would be g r a t e f u l i f t h e 

M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e , Mr. Do u g l a s Hurd, w o u l d 

e s c o r t C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt t o O x f o r d on t h e 

a f t e r n o o n o f F r i d a y , 11 May, remain w i t h t h e 

C h a n c e l l o r ' s p a r t y d u r i n g t h e H o n o r a r y Degree 

ceremony and b i d him f a r e w e l l t h e r e a f t e r a t 

N o r t h o l t . I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f you would 

c o n f i r m t h a t t h i s w i l l be p o s s i b l e . 


( v i i )	 So f a r as t h e s u b s t a n c e o f her d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt i s c o n c e r n e d , t h e Pr i m e 

M i n i s t e r would l i k e t o d e v o t e p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n ­

t i o n at her b r i e f i n g m e e t i n g on 9 May t o t h e 

f o l l o w i n g s u b j e c t s : 


-	 S t r a t e g i c m a t t e r s , i n c l u d i n g SALT 

and n u c l e a r d e t e r r e n t p o l i c y ; 


-	 E.M.S. (on w h i c h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r would 

l i k e t h e Government t o have formed at 

l e a s t a p r e l i m i n a r y p o s i t i o n b e f o r e h e r 

m e e t i n g w i t h C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t ) ; 


- The	 s i t u a t i o n i n T u r k e j 7 and t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f a s s i s t a n c e t c t h e T u r k i s h Government. 


I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f t h o s e a t t e n d i n g t h e 

b r i e f i n g m e e t i n g from t h e Departments c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h t h e s e s u b j e c t s would come t o i  t p r e p a r e d 

t o b r i e f the Pr i m e M i n i s t e r more f u l l y about 

them. 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n H a l l 

(H.M. T r e a s u r y ) , Roger F a c e r ( M i n i s t r y o f D e f e n c e ) and 

M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


P a u l L e v e r , E s q . , 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



