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From the Secretary for Appointments 3 Q August 1 9 7 9 

I am w r i t i n g t o c o n f i r m o ur t a l k s so f a r about s e a t i n g f o r 

5 September. 


( i ) The L o r d C h a n c e l l o r . i s u n a b l e t o a t t e n d , and L o r d Soames 

as L o r d P r e s i d e n t w i l l be i n h i s p l a c e . He w i l l be accompanied by 

Lady Soames. 


I e x p e c t t h a t you w i l l be i n t o u c h d i r e c t w i t h t h e S p e a k e r , 

b u t I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t he p l a n s t o a t t e n d , 


( i i ) The l i s t o f C a b i n e t M i n i s t e r s ( i n o r d e r o f s e n i o r i t y ) 

e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d i s as f o l l o w s : -


P r i m e M i n i s t e r and Mr T h a t c h e r 

Home S e c r e t a r y and Mrs W h i t e l a w 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y and Lady C a r r i n g t o n 

C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e Exchequer and Lady Howe 

S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r I n d u s t r y 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r Defence and Mrs Pym 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r S c o t l a n d and Mrs Younger 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and Mrs A t k i n s 

C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e Duchy o f L a n c a s t e r 


(16 S e a t s ) 
( i i i ) I w i l l l e t you know i f t h e r e a re any changes t o t h i s l i s t 

and w i l l l e t you know as soon as p o s s i b l e t h e names o f t h e l e a d i n g 
members o f t h e o t h e r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s who w i l l be u s i n g t h e b a l a n c e 
o f ( 1 4 ) s e a t s w i t h i n t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f 30 w h i c h you k i n d l y a g r e e d . 
But I can say now t h a t one of t h e s e s e a t s w i l l be o c c u p i e d by 
Mr James Molyneaux MP ( t i c k e t t o be s e n t , p l e a s e , t o t h e House o f 
Commons), 

( i v ) We had a word about s e a t i n g f o r m e r P r i m e M i n i s t e r s , and 

 have c o n t a c t e d them a l l , Mr M a c m i l l a n p l a n s t o a t t e n d ( t i c k e t , 

p l e a s e , t o 4 L i t t l e E s s e x S t r e e t , WC2), L o r d Home i s l a i d low w i t h _ 
a bad back and s l i p p e d d i s c , w i l l not be a b l e t o a t t e n d . S i r H a r o l d 
W i l s o n i s on h o l i d a y , back at t h e end o f t h i s week. I e x p e c t t h a t he 
w i l l want t i c k e t s f o r h i m s e l f and Lady W i l s o n , Mr Heath p l a n s t o 
a t t e n d . 
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• 	 - 2 -

To sum up, i t l o o k s as i f 4 s e a t s w i l l be needed f o r f o r m e r 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r s Q I imagine t h a t you w i l l be s e a t i n g Mr C a l l a g h a n , 
as L e a d e r o f t h e O p p o s i t i o n , w i t h t h e s e a t s c o v e r e d by ( i i i  ) above, 

(v ) A number of t h o s e m e ntioned above w i l l be accompanied by 

t h e i r p r i v a t e d e t e c t i v e s , , I e x p e c t t h i s w i l l be t r u e o f o t h e r s 

a t t e n d i n g t h e S e r v i c e , and I wonder what y o u r p l a n f o r t h i s w i l l 

be ( f i n d a p l a c e , p r o b a b l y s t a n d i n g , q u i e t l y somewhere?). 


( v i ) We had a word about L o r d A t t l e e , and I have asked f o r 

him t o have a s e a t i n t h e House of L o r d s a l l o c a t i o n . 


I f you want any h e l p from t h e Government o v e r u s h e r s no doubt 

you w i l l l e t us know. 


L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l John F D J o h n s t o n CVO MC 


P.S.	 I have j u s t had a message t h a t S i r H a r o l d W i l s o n and Lady W i l s o n 

w i l l d e f i n i t e l y be a t t e n d i n g . 



