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MEETING BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND MR LYNCH l 
PRESS REACTIONS 

U YESTERDAY'S MEETING BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AMD 

MR LYNCH FOLLOWING THE CEREMONIAL FUNERAL O  F L O R  D MOUNTBATTEN, 
IS THE LEAD STORY AND ATTRACTS EDITORIAL COMMENT IN ALL THREE 
DUBLIN DAIL IES . THE TONE OF THE REPORTS IS FAIRLY LOW-KEY, 
REFLECTING THE LACK OF DETAILED INFORMATION RELEASED TO THE 
PRESS. IT 13 ACKNOWLEDGED THAT DISCUSSIONS ABOUT WAYS OF 
IMPROVING SECURITY COOPERATION DOMINATED THE MEETING, AND THERE 
IS SOME DISAPPOINTMENT THAT MR L Y  ' . C H A P P E A R S T O H A V E M A D E 



13 SOME DISAPPOINTMENT THAT MR L Y N C H A P P E A R S TO HAVE MADE 

L I T T L E PROGRESS IN - P R E S S ING FOR A NEW P O L I T I C A L INITIATIVE, ftttf 
HOWEVER, IT IS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE MEETING WAS CONDUCTED 

ON A F R I E N D L Y B A S I S : THE I R I S H T I M E S QUOTES MR L Y N C H AS S A Y I N G j 

" I AM P E R F E C T L Y S A T I S F I E D THAT T H E R E HAS B E E N NO CHANGE IN T H E 

STANDARD, THE L E V E L OR THE C O R D I A L I T Y OF R E L A T I O N S BETWEEN OUR 

TWO C O U N T R I E S " . THE REPORTS I N D I C A T E THAT MR LYNCH RULED OUT 

ANY QUESTION OF " H O  T P U R S U I T  " BY B R I T I S H S E C U R I T Y F O R C E S 

OVER THE BORDER AND HE ALSO R E F U S E D TO G I V E WAY ON THE 

E X T R A D I T I O N I S S U E . 

2. THE E D I T O R I A L COMMENT IS S U B D U E D , THE I R I S H INDEPENDENT 

SUMS UP THE OUTCOME OF THE M E E T I N G AS FOLLOWS a " N  O P O L I T I C A L 

I N I T I A T I V E FOR THE T I M E BEING, MORE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 

TWO C O U N T R I E S AND A T I G H T E N I N G UP OF S E C U R I T Y M E A S U R E S "  . THE 

IR ISH T I M E S ADOPTS A S L I G H T L Y MORE S C E P T I C A L A IR» " N O T H I N G 

S U B S T A N T I A L YET A P P E A R S TO HAVE EMERGED FROM THE M E E T I N G "  . T H E 

E D I T O R I A L S U G G E S T S THAT BOTH S I D E S CAN PUT T H E I R OWN GLOSS 

ON THE AGREED COMMUNIQUE, AND CONCLUDES WITH THE F A M I L I A R THOUGHT 

THAT  " A THOUSAND S E C U R I T Y I N I T I A T I V E S WILL MOT BRING A 

P O L I T I C A L S E T T L E M E N T " . 

3 . THE I R I S H P R E S S E D I T O R I A L , H E A D L I N E D " L I T T L  E J O Y FROM 

DOWNING S T R E E T "  , A P P E A R S P A R T I C U L A R L Y DOWNCAST* " T H  E T A O I S E A C H 

WAS A T A HEAVY P S Y C H O L O G I C A L D I S A D V A N T A G E COMING INTO DOWNING 

STREET ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE F U N E R A L OF ONE OF THE 

MOST I L L U S T R I O U S MEM3ERS OF THE B R I T I S H ROYAL F A M I L Y K I L L E D BY 

IR ISH A S S A S S I N S " . IT C L A I M S THAT " I T WAS O B V I O U S L Y A S T E R N 

U P H I L L F I G H T TO TRY TO ADVANCE THE NEED FOR D E A L I N G WITH THE 

CAUSE OF THE S I T U A T I O N WHICH PRODUCED LORD M O U N T B A T T E N ' S MURDER 

RATHER THAN THE E F F E C T S . . "  . THE E D I T O R I A L S U G G E S T S THAT 

WHAT SEEMS TO B E EMERGING FROM THE M E E T I N G IS AN E F F O R T TO IMPLEMENT 

THE C R I M I N A L LAW J U R I S D I C T I O N ACT WHICH WILL I N V O L V E , P R E S U M A B L Y , 

" T R Y I N G TO F I N D SOME FORMULA TO ENGAGE THE S E C U R I T Y FORCES 

OF	 NORTHERN IRELAND IN T H E S E C A S E S S I N C E , WITHOUT T H E I R E V I D E N C E 


IT IS HARD TO S E E HOW C A S E S CAN BE BROUGHT UNDER T H I S L A W "  , T H E 


IR ISH P R E S S BITTERLY CONCLUDES THAT MR L Y N C H , AFTER A MORNING 


SPENT IN UNDERGOING THE POWERFUL EMOTIONAL E F F E C T OF B R I T I S H S T A T E 


CEREMONIAL AT ITS MOST IMPRESS I V E , WAS F A C E D " W I T H THE 


SOUL DESTROYING TASK CF T R Y I N G TO GET THE V I S I O N AND WILL 


REQUIRED FOR A P O L I T I C A L SOLUTION FROM A GOVERNMENT I M P L A C A B L Y 


BENT ON S E E I N G IT AS A S E C U R I T Y MATTER O N L Y "  . 


S T A P L E S 


