
Present f o r Premier Hua 


I do not know whether Michael Alexander had the 


opportunity Of t a l k i n g to you on the plane .about Premier 


Hua's present, but the o r i g i n a l thought of a S i n c l a i r 


m i n i a t u r i s e d t e l e v i s i o n i s not going to work. The f o l l o w i n g 


a l t e r n a t i v e s have been suggested: 


( i )	 A framed p i c t u r e of e i t h e r the Tower of London 


or Merton College, both of which you w i l l be 


v i s i t i n g . 


( i i )	 Short-wave ra d i o . 


( i i i  )	 A s e l e c t i o n of Crown Derby 


( i v )	 A suggestion which comes from Nick which i s to 


present a set of Joseph Needham'c: enormous, 


u n f i n i s h e d and very s c h o l a r l y h i s t o r y of Chinese 


science and technology. The argument f o r doing 


t h i s i s that i t i s without much doubt the most 


important piece of B r i t i s h s c h o l a r s h i p on China 


t h i s century, and that Needham has met Chairman 


Hua. The arguments against are that the Chinese 


already have copies of the published volumes 


and that Needham himself i s one of the leading 


B r i t i s h sympathisers with the Chinese Government. 


The Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y Press w i l l send us a 


specimen volume f o r you to look at. 
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