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SECRET
FROM CABINET OFFICE LONDON 021315Z NOV 82
TO FLASH WHITE HOUSE

TELEGRAM NUMBER MISC 222 OF 2 NOVEMBER 82

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT REAGAN
QUOTE
DEAR RON,

I RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE ABOUT THE FALKLANDS JUST AS I WAS
GOING INTO A MEETING OF MY CABINET THIS MORNING. I DISCUSSED IT
WITH MY COLLEAGUES AND I MUST TELL YOU AT ONCE THAT WE ARE
UTTERLY DISMAYED BY ITS CONTENTS.

. IF THE UNITED STATES VOTES FOR A RESOLUTION ON THE LINES OF
THE ARGENTINE DRAFT, YOU WILL ENCOURAGE THE ARGENTINES IN THEIR
AMBITION TO SECURE THE TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE FALKLANDS
TO THEMSELVES, AGAINST THE WISHES OF THE INHABITANTS. THEIR SOLE
PURPOSE IN PUTTING FORWARD THIS DRAFT IS TO FURTHER THAT AMBITION.

THE RESOLUTION MISREPRESENTS THE SITUATION COMPLETELY. IT MOCKS
THE CONCEPT OF SELF-DETERMINATION BY SAYING THAT THE +INTERESTS+
OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDERS WILL BE +TAKEN DULY INTO ACCOUNT+.
IT RETAINS REFERENCES TO PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS WHICH PREJUDGE THE
ISSUE. IT CALLS FOR EARLY NEGOTIATIONS BUT YOU AND ALL OUR
FRIENDS KNOW WHY NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO US. AND IT
DOES THIS AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF CONTINUING BELLICOSE STATEMENTS
BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARGENTINE REGIME.

YOU RIGHTLY REFER TO THE STAUNCH SUPPORT WHICH YOU GAVE US
DURING THE CONFLICT IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. I REMAIN DEEPLY
GRATEFUL. MAY I SAY THAT WE HAVE ALSC SUPPORTED YOU AT THE UN AND
ELSEWHERE IN MATTERS OF PRIME CONCERN TO THE UNITED STATES.

THE VOTE ON THIS ARGENTINE RESOLUTION IS A MATTER OF PRIME
CONCERN TO BRITAIN. THAT IS WHY I MUST MAKE AN URGENT AND PERSONAL
APPEAL TO YOU TO THINK AGAIN. A VOTE BY THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
RESOLUTION WOULD BE RECEIVED HERE WITH INCOMPREHENSION. WORSE,
IT WOULD BE SEEN AS AN AFFRONT TO THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE
OF BRITAIN AND TO ME PERSONALLY. I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT YOU WOULD
CONSIDER DELIVERING SUCH A BLOW TO THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION
WHICH MEANS SO MUCH TO THE DEMOCRACIES OF THE FREE WORLD. I HAD
GREATLY HOPED THAT YOU WOULD VOTE AGAINST THIS HYPOCRITICAL TEXT.
BUT IF YOU CANNOT, I MUST ASK YOU, WITH ALL WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER
IN MIND, AT LEAST TO ABSTAIN.

WITH BEST WISHES
MARGARET.

UNQUOTE

NNNN
SENT 2/1332Z WH
PSE ACK
KK


