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CALL ON GINSRaL IGLESIAS, SLCOLTARY GLITER:L CF THE JUNTa

The highlight of my Vl“lt;nb veex was the halfl hou
call this wmorning con Genersl Héctor Norberto Izlesias,
secretary General of *k sunta at the Casa Zosada. I had
previously seen the retary General of the 21lr Force
Bonino a couple of days earlier but Iglesias was uuch more
impressive. Our short interview vas 1nterrupted by direct
mesgcages from Galtieri over the intercon ziving various
instructions. There was an atmosphere of hectic cominsgs
and goings and a feeling of being near the centre of power

2. I usked Iglesias the simple basic questions about

his own uOﬂCthlOH of the Froceco, progress so rar and
prospects anead. I zlso asgked about worries over argentina's
external image and his wiew on the Fallklands.

5. In answer to the first question he gave me a very
zbbreviated hlytory of Argentina over the pust ten Vemrg.
Under the previous regime the country had been heading
down the road to self~destructlon. In sccordance wltn
argentine tradition and their constitutional responsibilit
The Armed Forces had sTerped in to avert this. The greate
achievement so far had been the victory over terrcorism in
the guerrillu war. =Security for the country's citizens ha
been re-established by and large although there HeTe still

~certain pvoblem: such zg the “ecent case of sna HMoria
Martinez which was still being investigated. It could haove

been some para-military unit but it could %Cbngv p*ve Lee
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bernetrated as a result of zn internal stru

narty she worked for. The maiz current DLQQWL ms were
2olitical and economric. g on ths golltical side wacs
the establlch“ent of & limited vumber cr nolitical carties
five or six (ag ezoinst the 100 or mor ich had previous
evisted). Thisg would uct be an ecsy tusk < ines we

ies
st

1
(s

S

n



very individuszlistic with szch believin: he could lezd hicz
own party. But ta@ task must be undertaken and there must
te gradual progress during the coming years. There was no

hope of general elect10n° being declareu at the end of
Galtieri's DeIlOd 0f office next year: progress would be

slow. The a2im was tc begin at the lowest levels of
pclitical Qnd acmvnlgtratlwa organluatloa, namely the local
councils and build up from there in the various provinces.

When I asked whetheL tqey nsd considered o gualified vote,
he seid although this corresponded tc his perscnal srerer=-
ence it was not on in this day and age. On the economic
front the watch words were privatisation and deregulation
gince the state appara t‘s grown far Too large and
inefrficient. These polici would De strongly opposed by

all existing pOllthul pe s wilch supported 2 pater—
nalistic state contro 1114 st ezspects of people's lives.
4, Igleuias gelid he weas not over hOI“leu abcut arzentina's
external image. It was inevitible after the defesnt of
darxist terrorism that the 1qtu44ktlon; Morwist novenent
should mount a worldwide cme:zr campaign especizlly on
human rizhts issues. The most important tesk was at nore
in currying the procesc lforiard, -

5. The problem of the "lMelvines' had to be sgolved,
prefersbly in a civiliced wenner. Toe cuestion wves ”in
the Dlood znd bones of every arce ntlap” and wzs as ruch

a matter of naticnal °9TtlTC"t &g of nationsl need. THe
wag convinced however that voth oveﬂﬂm nts were doling
everything poscsible to find = ClV“llECd solution

G Fothing of this is new bHut the lss=t comment on the
Ieliklands quecstion Zay be & little rezsgurine
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