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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COSMITTED

Minutes of the 161t Meeting held at *5:00°p.m: on
Wednesday, <4th Hay 19%7, Iin the Leadcr?s:Room. at
‘the House of Commens, = . R

: [T
Iresent: Mrs. Thatcher (1n the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sif:Keitl
lLord Carringten, Lo

. Lopd Thproeyaroft, §ir Geoffrey Howe,
M riorgrHn Py sin ﬁn; Cxlmour Hre. Jonkis
Mr, Peyt b

Hr. Huselt.irc. . B 1-,7'? B
Mr. daude, Mr. Edwdrds, Mp. Noti, )
Mrs. Oppenheim, Mr, King, Mr. Taylor,

M. Alkins.

In attendance: &Hip Michael Havers,'Mr. Botler,-
- Mr. o Btanley, Mo Fatten, Hr. Ridley,
Wr. Hooson, Mr. Nleirolison. o

Frepesed Dusiness Tor ihe Week Sth-16tDh May

on Monday, 9tk May, therce would be the Tirst day of the Finarce
nitt Committer {Sir Ceoffroy Howe and team).

On Tuesday, 10th May, e, T, Renton, would seck leave Lo
introduge his Rent Act 1974 (fmcndmeni), 311 under the 10 3inute
Fule.  This would be fellowed by the scoord day of the Fivance
RilLl (Sir Cecfirey Jowe a team),

On Wednesday, Mr.o AL 2eith would sccle leave Lo introduce his
Fishory lLinits (Emergency Provisions] Eill under the
Fule. Thir weuld be follcwed by o ballet for Triday,

tupply day. There would then be b Motibn on EEC Documents
RAZO2L/76 and R/20144%6 on Beof and. V al r'l"iCF". .

i .

Gn Thursday, 12bth May, thore would bL the third day ef the
Finance! [l Comnltter {Sir” Geollrty Howe mnd team).  This would
he folléwed by a ‘Motion “on the-Sécinl & c‘ur;ty {3 collancoay
Frovislons) (\.orthrrn Ireland} Order,

on Fri
Bills of &
Mr. 4. George.

day, “13th May, there weuld be the Frivate Membeors'
crratd Braine, Mr. A. Ryrc, Mrs. Jill Knight and

e fione LGih May, thore would be the Private dembers'
Motivns of Mr. M. Bates, Mr. F. Dorden ang Mr. C. WMorciscn. This
would be followed by the Sccoend Weading of the rost Office Oill.

Maltors Arieing on Husingss -

Thety was & discussion of cortain pan and it wat egre

(i)~ We would dwrtp the supply ‘day on 11th May to debating
agriculture on a notfon Lo reduce the salary of the Minister.
There would b a 3-lire whip,




Ly

(i1} Before deciding what line to take in speeches on the
secend reading of the Post Office Bill on 16th May and how to vete,
we woild leok at the size of other nalicnalised industries' boards
and cxamine the system the Bill proposed to provide for employce
representation o r}heﬁbo f?lpf the ?ust‘gffice.

. v I I Ll R

z

Fm“thunmrns Events |
It\was,agrep npte SpLCCh uf the weckcnd would
ba by Mr. Hescitine, nommenLinv on the resultz. of the: s local
government elections and indicating the opportunities these gave
us of pursuing Conservative policies in the cities.
[ S I PP R TEe -

House of Eeords Busines

Thert was & diséus 16n ‘B8R thé Abts of Parliament (Correction
of Midtakel) BI11 Hind' 11 ' bab? b Hend- that, while we would co-gporate

Cwith ther Cove&hmrrt in expeditfnq meabires to correct drafting

mistakés 1 53
persusdbt’ the Gdve: rif
vote agmnst h: .

wE-ere pppoked tothis Gill, would try to,
qt tb drnp t, and if they would not, would
Tl ;

Nerthern Ireland

HMr. Meave reported.on:the extent ol the, yeneral etrike in
the Frowvines, There,was a discsusion, and it war noted that
Mrs. Thatcher had)assured, the Prime dinister that we would support
any measures he took ta minimlee the dislrcation caused by tho
trike ard cordemn those pramnt'lncr it. Tho fellowing po1nts werc

{3) ~4f the” uituilion deterznxalLdJLhnro would have te be an
carly debate on thel subjece; ‘ :

riEy Aie cHael Navers would téke the opportunity of his

moling jth the Atfcxnay Lo :i_l the_ following day ta ask fer
Lhe Atterneyts viow & strike in itn present form was
tllegal.

v e D "
There, was a, firther 4 on o poll.’:y ork (sec
Hinutes of 160th Mpgting, Fif) Jeoand it was,noled that the
ltesearch Ep:u‘Lmzn.. was pxc\dur e draft stalepents of what we
might say Hin groas, where . had not fully
develvped uu‘pollcy, Thnt Mr‘.‘.-mur.c #nd My, FMatien would discues
these dralte: wi th Bjr Keith Joegeph, .
submittod to the Shadew Cabinet... Tt.was ayroed.that fir priarity
would be viven Lo this faap Filtineg exercise, and that o decisicn
mighits Lth be taken;as,to- whcth(r‘xo pub11eh anything further on
policy.. .- s ERTAE 1. :

lrlure lblir\' \’F"Jf‘k
e —— T,

Stelea o e, g

“Davies I'rporeew} that we nad not nmm‘-cd a recont Govern-
ment order fo'extohd Rhodésian santibns to tradesmarks and
patents aor this stemmed from the oriminal Security Council

on Sanctions. Tt was aorcod that while we did not
oppose Mr. Rowlandfs attending the fortheoming conference af
Afpican 1jiberatian' mevengrtsdn: Mozambigue we wonld tell him to
mAake CIEAP that Britain opposcd the use of vielence by the
"liberation' navements,.ﬂnduwr would edelnE reports of . that
conference. .
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Television and Radio

It was noted that, cwing to a nunber of factors, the
imbalance beiwsen the frequency cf appearances of Conservative
and Labour spokesmen on television and radio was increasing to
our disadvantage. There was & discussion and it was sgreed that:

(1) We would need to try to overcome the problem that arcse
when the BBC and other authorities gave us very short notice of
requests for a Conservative gpokesman, on the occasion of, for
example, the publication of a White Paper {forwhich of course!
Miniaters were fully prepared).

{ii} Members making tours in various parts of the country
were urged to set aside an appropridte mamount of time for
television and radio interviews.

(1ii} There wac ample Bcope for the improvement of our’
image a5 a Farty on televieien, and members were urged to takd
advantage of the gpportunities at Central Office for professjonal
“paining in handling the media. N 0

Unfair Contract Terme Bill

Mrs, Oppenheim reported on an agreement she had reached with
the Government regarding this Bill, under which Sections 29 and
30 of the Fost Office Act had been repealed in Committee by theg
Opposition. The Opposition would agree on Report to withdraw
these amendments on a conditicnal basis that the Post Office would
produce a Code of Conduct governing their behavicur. It was
agreed that Mrs. Oppenheim sheould inform the Government that if
his methed was not succeseful we would require to make a further
appropriate amendment at a later date.

Other Bupsiness

It was noted that Mre. Thatcher would inform melbers of a
convenignt date for taking group photographs of the Shadow
Cabinet,

The meeting cleosed at 6.12 p.m.
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