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riqe Winister's Visit to sashington

Sir lichael Palliser, with whom I had a word in the margins of another
neeting thie -orning, says that his letter to you of 22nd November
deliberately omitted from the visit's agenda any nention of the Polaris
replacement issue, e thought this issue too delicate to mention in such
a letter but agrees that, in terus of demands on the Prime Ninister's
105 mirnutes with the President, it will in fact be the most important
vilateral issue (zhead of arus for the ZUC, to which the letter gives pride
of place); and that though the President may not be too difficult on its
substance, he will need careful pinning down on timing, procedure and

presentation.

2. Sir Michael Palliser also agrees that the Cabinet Office should
co-ordinate the brief on this subject. I am in touch with the

¥inistry of Defence and Foreign and Commonwealth Office on what will need
to be included.
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