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I e n c l o s e a copy of a l e t t e r w h i c h I have s e n t t o d a y t o 

George Walden i n t h e FCO, c o n v e y i n g t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s w i s h e s 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e arrangements f o r her v i s i t t o P a r i s on 5 June. 

S i r John Hunt may w i s h t o have an a d d i t i o n a l word o f 

e x p l a n a t i o n . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r c o n s i d e r e d S i r John Hunt's m i n u t e o f 

22 May t o Ken Stowe, b u t i s s t r o n g l y o f t h e v i e w t h a t t h e s i z e o f 

her team f o r any overseas v i s i t , and p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h i s one 

w h i c h she sees as h a v i n g t h e s t r i c t l y l i m i t e d o b j e c t i v e o f 

e s t a b l i s h i n g p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d , s h o u l d be 

k e p t t o t h e e s s e n t i a l minimum. She does n o t w i s h any M i n i s t e r 

o t h e r t h a n t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y t o accompany 

her and she does n o t c o n s i d e r t h a t , f o r t h i s v i s i t , she i s l i k e l y 

t o need any a d v i c e on t h e s p o t w h i c h c o u l d n o t be p r o v i d e d by 

HM Ambassador i n P a r i s or h i s s t a f f . 


I t w i l l , o f c o u r s e , be necessary t o e x p l a i n t o t h e Prime 

M i n i s t e r i n due c o u r s e t h a t f o r o t h e r c a t e g o r i e s o f o v e r s e a s v i s i t s , 

such as the meetings o f t h e European C o u n c i l , a s l i g h t l y l a r g e r team 

w i l l be u n a v o i d a b l e ; b u t we can c r o s s t h a t h u r d l e when we come 

t o i t . 


The /Prime M i n i s t e r has seen, b u t has made no cctrment on, S i r John 

Hunt's f u r t h e r m i n u t e o f 23 May, about t h e o b j e c t i v e s and b r i e f i n g 

f o r t h e v i s i t . I n t h e l i g h t o f t h e way i n w h i c h t h e P r ime M i n i s t e r 

sees t h e v i s i t , however, as e v i d e n c e d i n her d e c i s i o n on t h e composi­

t i o n o f her p a r t y , S i r John Hunt may c o n s i d e r t h a t b o t h t h e 

o b j e c t i v e s and t h e l i s t o f b r i e f s s h o u l d be somewhat m o d i f i e d . 

A p r i m e r e q u i r e m e n t w i l l be a d v i c e on t h e way i n w h i c h t h e s i n g l e 

two-hour s e s s i o n w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d m i g h t b e s t be h a n d l e d . 


I t h i n k t h e b r i e f s w i l l need t o r e a c h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r by 

1700 on F r i d a y 1 June and I s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e be g r a t e f u l i  f you 

would a r r a n g e f o r them t o be w i t h me by noon on t h a t day. 


Martin V i l e , Esq., 

Cabinet Office. 
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Prime M i n i s t e r ' s V i s i t t o P a r i s - 5 June 1979 


The Prime M i n i s t e r has now g i v e n f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e 

arrangements f o r her v i s i t t o P a r i s on 5 June f o r d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h 

P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r w i s h e s t o keep her p a r t y f o r t h i s v i s i t 

(and f o r a l l f u t u r e v i s i t s o v e r s e a s ) as s m a l l as i s c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h a c h i e v i n g t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e o c c a s i o n as she sees them. 

She would l i k e t o be accompanied t o P a r i s o n l y by t h e F o r e i g n and 

Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y and h i s P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y , a P r i v a t e 

S e c r e t a r y f r o m No. 10 (Mr. Stowe o r m y s e l f ) , one Garden Room G i r l 

and a d e t e c t i v e . The whole p a r t y w i l l t h u s f i  t i n t o one HS 125. 

The Prime M i n i s t e r i s q u i t e c o n t e n t t o r e l y on t h e r e s o u r c e s o f 

HM Embassy i n P a r i s f o r any a d d i t i o n a l a d v i c e o r p r a c t i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e w h i c h she may r e q u i r e . 


So f a r as t h e programme i s concerned, t h e Prime M i n i s t e r w o u l d 

l i k e t o suggest t o P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d t h a t t h e y s h o u l d have two 

hours o f d i s c u s s i o n b e f o r e l u n c h , perhaps i n v i t i n g t h e F o r e i g n and 

Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y and M. Raymond B a r r e t o j o i n them f o r t h e 

f i n a l h a l f - a n - h o u r . I s h a l l l e t you know as soon as p o s s i b l e t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r ' s p r e f e r e n c e as t o t h e s i z e and n a t u r e o f t h e l u n c h . 

D u r i n g t h e a f t e r n o o n , r a t h e r t h a n h a v i n g a f u r t h e r s e s s i o n o f 

t a l k s , t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s s t r o n g p r e f e r e n c e w o u l d be t o v i s i t 

a French n u c l e a r p l a n t . I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i  f HM Ambassador 

i n P a r i s , c o u l d be i n s t r u c t e d t o convey t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

s u g g e s t i o n s f o r t h e programme.to t h e E l y s e e as soon as p o s s i b l e . 


I am w r i t i n g s e p a r a t e l y t o t h e C a b i n e t O f f i c e about t h e 

o b j e c t i v e s and b r i e f i n g f o r t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s v i s i t . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e ) . 


G.G.H. Walden, Esq., ' X 8 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 
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