SECRET

Fuﬁsﬂ. Q

e

Nzlcup At 052150 Lok

Message from the Prime Minister to President Reagan

Dear Ron,

PRIVIE MINISTER'S

PERSONAL MESSAGE
BERIAL No. ..T.97. /8L

My Cabinet colleagues and I spent some four hours earlier

today considering Al Haig's latest proposals. Francis Pym has

replied on our behalf, but I am writing to you separately because

I think you are the only person who will understand the significance

of what I am trying to say.

Throughout my administration I have tried to stay loyal to the

United States as our great ally, and to the principles of democracy,

liberty and justice for which both our countries stand.

In your message you say that your suggestions are faithful to

the basic principles we must protect. But the present rulers of the

Argentine will not respect those principles, and I fear deeply that

if a settlement based on your suggestions is eventually achieved, we

shall find that in the process of negotiation democracy and freedom

for the Falkland Islanders will have been compromised.

Above all, the present proposals do not provide unambiguously

for a right to self-determination, although it is fundamental to

democracy and was enjoyed by the Islanders up to the moment of

invasion. We asked you earlier that it should be included explicitly .
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Al Haig's reply was that it could not, because the Argentines
would not accept it and there would therefore be no hope of a
settlement. This has given me and my colleagues very great
difficulty. This is why I have tried to temper Al Haig's latest
proposals a little by suggesting that the interim administration
must at least consult with the locally elected representatives.
It is not much to ask - and I do not think that you will turn it

down.

I too want a peaceful settlement and an end to the mounting
loss of life in the South Atlantic. I also believe that the
friendship between the United States and Britain matters very much
to the future of the free world. That is why, with the changes
Francis Pym has suggested to Al Haig, we are ready, with whatever
misgivings, to go along with your latest proposals. Assuming
that they are accepted by the Argentines, then during the negotiation
period that will follow we shall have to fight fiercely for the rights
of the Falklanders who have been so loyal to everything in which you

and we believe.

Warm personal regards,

Margaret



