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FALKLANDS: IRISH GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE

1. THE NEWS OF THE SINKING OF THE BELGRANO w!TH PUSSIBLE LARGE
LOSS OF LIFE HAS BEEN VERY CRITICALLY RECEIVED IN THE REPUBLIC.,
THE GOVERNMENT HAS I13SUED A FURTHER STATEMENT (TEXT IN #MIPT).
EARLIER THIS MORNING | ASKED TO SEE THE TAOISEACH AND wAS ABLE TO
HAVE A QUARTER CF A HOUR #ITH HIA JUST BEFORE HIS LUNCH FOR
PRESIDENT REDDY. HE READ ME THE STATEMENT WHICH HAD JUST BEEN
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e D3AETED IN A CARINET MEETINGa__ L SALD THAT WMILE | UNDERSTGOD. THAT. .
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DRAFTED IN A CABINET MEETING. | SAID THAT wHILE | UNDERSTGOD THAT
THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO 3SAY SOMETHING, ! MUST MAKE |IT CLEAR THAT

THE BELGRANO HAD BEEN VIEWED AS A THREZAT TO OUR FORCES il THE
AREA, ALTHOUGH IT MAY HAVE BEEN OUTSIDE THE EXCLUSION ZONE wE

HAD AGAIN MADE IT CLEAR TO THE ARGENTINE GCVERNMENT ON 23 APRIL

.

THAT EACH MEASURE ANNQUNCED wAS wITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE RICHT OF THE

UK TO TAKE WHATEVER ADDITIONAL MEASURES MIGHT BE HEEDED IN EXERSI3E
OF OUR RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE. | ALSO SAID THAT WE WERE A3

ANXIOUS AS EVER TO MAKE SOME ADVANCE ON THE DIPLOMATIC FRONT AND
THAT | MUST SAY QUITE FRAMNKLY THAT EFFORT3 BY THE IRISH

GOVERNMENT TO ACTIVATE THE SECURITY COUNCIL WOULD, AT THIS STASGE,
BE MOST UNHELPFUL., 1T wWOULD DO NO OME ANY GOOD YO HAVE AN
ACRIMONI10OUS DEBATE WITH THE COUNCIL FAILING TO ADOPT A

RESOLUTION. THAT WOULD NOT BRING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION NEARER

(1.E. PARAGRAPH 3 OF UKMIS NEW YORK TELNO 638). | AM GLAD TO 3AY
THAT THIS POINT WAS QUITE WELL TAKEN BY MR HAUGHEY. HE ASKED ME
WHETHER | MEANT IT WOULD BE UNHELPFUL TO OUR INTERESTS OR

TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE, | REPEATED THAT QUR ANXIETY TO ACHIEVE A
SETTLEMENT WITHOUT FURTHER VIOLENCE WAS AS STRONG AS IT HAD EVER
BEEN. WHILE ACCEPTING THIS, HE SAID THAT FROM WHAT MR PYM HAD SAID
FOLLOWING HI3 MEETING IN N&W YORK 1T SEEMED THAT wE HAD RATHER
GIVEN UP THE DIPLOMATIC METHOD IN THE UN AND WERE NOW CONCENTRATING
EXCLUSIVELY ON MILITARY OPERATIONS. | SAID THAT FOLLOWING HIS

TALK WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL MR PYM HAD SAID THAT THERE WAS NO
IMMEDIATE ROLE FOR THE U.N. | AGAIN REPEATED OUR ANXIETY TO SEE
SOME CONSTRUCTIVE DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE AND | THINK HE NOW

ACCEPTS THAT WE DO. HE ASKED ME FORMALLY TO PA3S ON TO HMG THE
IRISH VIEW THAT THE ESCALATION OF THE CONFLICT MEANT THAT WAR WAS
NOW A FACT, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS NOT A LEGAL ONE, AND THAT THE BELGRANO
SINKING HAD RADICALLY CHANGED THE WHOLE SITUATION. [N EXCHANCE

HE REPEATED HIS UNDERTAKING TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY QUR POINT

ABOUT NOT HAVING A SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE JUST NOw,
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