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There i s one aspect of our r e l a t i o n s with Europe on 

which I think v/e can and ought to make r a p i d progress. 

This i s the p o s s i b i l i t y of some s o r t of o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n 

s e t t i n g out the background to the B r i t i s h case for more 

equ i t a b l e treatment i n r e s p e c t of i t s net c o n t r i b u t i o n to 

the EEC Budget. 


The recent Reference Paper on Budgetary Questions w i l l 

be very h e l p f u l as the f a c t s i n i t emerge. I understand 

that there i s a l s o a p o s s i b i l i t y that i t w i l l be published 

i n f u l l f o r the European Parliament. But i t s t i l l does not 

c o n s t i t u t e a statement of the arguments and f i g u r e s which 

support our case i n the way i n which we would v/ant them to 

be understood i n Europe. And i t i s c e r t a i n l y not i n e i t h e r 

language or numbers which could be r e a d i l y comprehended i n the 

UK. 


The Treasury prepared a paper i n J u l y which gives an 

i n d i c a t i o n of the s o r t of document which we might p u b l i s h . 

I t has not been r e v i s e d to take account of the f i g u r e s i n 

the Commission's Reference Paper which a r r i v e d i n September. 

Nor does i t r e f l e c t recent d i s c u s s i o n s i n Europe. But i t 

should s u f f i c e to show the s o r t of p u b l i c a t i o n which might 

be h e l p f u l . 


I f any such p u b l i c a t i o n i s to play a part i n the general 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of our case, v/e need to move p r e t t y q u i c k l y 

because i t i s c l e a r l y more r e l e v a n t to the e a r l y r a t h e r than 

the l a t e r stages of the d i s c u s s i o n s on which we have embarked. 

I t h e r e f o r e suggest that o f f i c i a l s i n EQR should consider 

the Treasury d r a f t and bring i t to a s u i t a b l e s t a t e where v/e 

could p u b l i s h i t i f we agreed that i t was worthv/hile. 


I have s a i d nothing about the form of p u b l i c a t i o n , 

because I do not think we have to take a d e f i n i t e d e c i s i o n 
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on that now. But I am i n c l i n e d to think that something 

f a i r l y lov; key i s requ i r e d - not a White or Green Paper ­
but perhaps a s p e c i a l Treasury p u b l i c a t i o n . 


I should a l s o say that I am not sure whether the paper 
•contains enough m a t e r i a l on the resource c o s t s of the 

Common A g r i c u l t u r a l P o l i c y . I t would be d i f f i c u l t to expand 

the Treasury paper to inc l u d e more without making i t imbalanced. 

But I should l i k e to have a word with Peter Walker before 

making any suggestions about whether anything more could be 

done. 


I am copying t h i s l e t t e r to the Prime M i n i s t e r , the 

members of OD(E) and S i r John Hunt. 


GEOFFREY HOWE 





